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SOCIALISM. 

OR, THE 

RATIONAL SYSTEM OF SOCIETY. 

LECTURE FIRST. 
0>i the Religion, Morality and Responsibility of the Old and New World. 

The Lectures which I am about to deliver are intended to explain two 
different states of human existence;—two distinct modes of human 
society;—two opposite modes of thinking and acting through the life of 
every human being:—two worlds formed by man's immediate agency, 
emanating from two principles the antipodes of each ; in fact, two 
worlds governed by opposing spirits ; by spirits which lead to the most 
opposite practices from the birth to the death of every individual, and 
in the conduct of all nations and people. The one state of existence I call the Old World ; by which term I 
mean, the state of human society which has been and now is: the 
other I call the New World, or that new or future state of society which I am compelled to believe is about to commence in the present 
generation, and to be continually improved in every succeeding gene¬ ration. 

These two worlds are so opposed to each other in theory and practice that they never can be united in principle, spirit or conduct. All who 
shall attempt this task will labor in vain and be grievously disap¬ pointed. I shall attempt no such impossibility. The Old World has emanated from the imaginary notion that the 
Power which creates man has endowed him with faculties which do not belong to humanity—with faculties to believe, feel, and act in obedience to a free will said to be inherent in every individual and 
at their control: and that if they do not believe, feel, and act, in 
obedience to certain imaginary doctrines taught to them by particular 
persons, that they are, and rightly ought to be, responsible for any deviation from those doctrines in word and deed—that they should be 
made to suffer severe punishment in this life, and that for such unbelief 
they will, in a future state of existence, he eternally tormented. Upon these insane notions society has been hitherto formed, and upon these 
notions the world is to-day governed or coerced. 

The New World has emanated from a knowledge of the facts which 
demonstrate that man never has been endowed with the faculties to 
believe, feel and act, at the command or bidding of an independent or 
free will, forming part of his original nature ; but, on the contrary, that he is compelled, whether he likes to do so or not, to believe in 
obedience to the strongest conviction made upon his mind at the time; to feel, as his nature and his education compel him at the time to feel; and to act in obedience to these convictions or feelings, whichever may be the strongest when they are opposed to each other, or in accordance 
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with both when they are united. Now one or other of these founda¬ 
tions must be erroneous, and it behoves all of the human race to ascer¬ 
tain, at this period, which is erroneous and which is true, if either be 
true. In infancy our imagination is continually in action inducing 
us, very generally, to draw erroneous conclusions, which are after¬ 
wards corrected as we acquire experience or a knowledge of facts. So 
it has been during the infancy of man's existence. He first imagined 
all things to be as they appeared to his inexperienced senses;—for in¬ 
stance, that the earth which he inhabited was the centre of the uni¬ 
verse, and fixed steady for ever ; that the sun, moon, and stars, and all 
other material things were made alone for him ; and that he could be¬ 
lieve, feel, and act according to an internal power which he could, at 
all times, control and direct. 

In accordance with these early imaginations, men made the past and 
present institutions and external circumstances, including religion, 
government, laws, the professions, agriculture, commerce, manufac¬ 
tures, trade, and domestic arrangements. 

All these external circumstances are connected parts of one chain 
from the beginning, and they are in strict keeping one with another. 
Each part can always easily be referred to the first crude emanations 
of the infant mind of the world, and all the latter proceedings of the 
human race have been made with the view of upholding these first 
crude notions. Time, which has been necessary to give, by slow de¬ 
grees, knowledge to man, through the development of fact after fact, 
has at length demonstrated, that the earth is not the centre of the 
universe ; that the sun, moon, and stars have not been alone made for 
man; that he has been mistaken in all his early imaginations, and that 
now he is about to acquire, through the investigation of facts, a 
knowledge of himself, of human nature generally, and how to consti¬ 
tute society in order to overcome the innumerable evils unavoidably- 
produced by the infant imaginative period of human life. Man has 
attained a new era in his progress towards the acquirement of useful 
valuable knowledge. 

The time is past for longer wasting the faculties of the human race 
in squabbling about some petty object in a system, the whole of which 
has emanated from errors which have pervaded every part of it;— 
errors which continually produce falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
division, contention, prostitution, promiscuous intercourse, plunders, 
wars, massacres, murders, and every evil passion ; enforcing, under 
high sounding names of virtue, doctrines which perpetuate ignorance, 
degradation and oppression upon all; making man in his general con¬ 
duct far inferior to most tribes of animals. 

It is not then whether this or that small part in the system of the 
Old World is deserving of serious and manly consideration ; but 
whether the foundations of existing society are true or false—whether 
the whole system, in principle and practice, is not based on errors 
which have corrupted the whole system and made an entire change 
now necessary and unavoidable. Fortunately for mankind the time 
has arrived when the human mind can be expanded, to grasp not only 
the whole of an entire system of error through all its ramifications, 
tracing evil after evil to its origin; but also to discover another system, 
based on principles derived solely from facts; and upon that base to 
erect an entirely new superstructure, which shall preclude all the evils 
of the old system, and form man to become, in spirit, mind, and con¬ 
duct, a new existence;—a being, surrounded from his birth by vastly 
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superior external circumstances, and from which, during every moment 
of his life, he will derive the most beneficial influences. 

We will now compare these systems, if possible, without prejudice, and ascertain whether it will not henceforth be for the interest of every individual immediately to abandon the one and to adopt the other. 
It has been, of late especially, the practice of many members of the 

Old World, to call the principles and practices of the New World by 
every foul and degrading epithet; to traduce and vilify it by every kind of vulgarism. There is no argument or common sense in these 
proceedings. And all 1 shall now say upon this part of the subject is, 
that what the opponents of the system which we advocate have been 
reported to have said in parliament, what they have written in the 
newspapers and other periodicals, and what they have published as 
their lectures, have been, very generally, the reverse of the truth; and 
I should not err were I to call them the ravings of insanity. By some 
of these parties my writings have been falsely quoted,—by others 
garbled extracts have been given, and by almost all, the spirit of the 
whole system, which, I think, no one who ought to speak or write 
about it can mistake, has been hidden from the public, and a spirit of 
opposite character has been attributed to it. 

In all I have written and published my sole object has been to 
benefit my fellowmen to the utmost extent in my power, and to hurt 
their feelings as lightly as possible by any of the changes which I pro¬ 
pose. Knowing how the belief, feelings, and general character of my 
poor deluded fellowmen have been formed for them, I never possessed the inclination to blame, much less to be angry with them. My un- 
deviating desire has been to secure for them all, without regard to 
class, or sect, or country, or colour, the greatest amount of good, and, if possible, without injury to any of their feelings. 

As a proof that this is the real spirit, intent, and object of all my exertions through a long life, I will read the following extracts from 
my writings at various periods. The first is from my " Essays on the 
Formation of Character," first published in 1812-13 by Longman and 
Co., and all the leading publishers then in London. " General principles only were developed in the First Essay. In this 
an attempt will be made to show the advantages which may be derived 
from the adoption of those principles into practice, and to explain the 
mode by which the practice may, without inconvenience, be generally introduced. " Some of the most important benefits to be derived from the intro¬ 
duction of those principles into practice are, that they will create the 
most cogent reasons to induce each man 'to have charity for all men/ 
No feeling short of this can indeed find place in any mind which has 
been taught clearly to understand that children in all parts of the 
earth have been, are, and everlastingly will be, impressed with habits 
and sentiments similar to those of their parents and instructors ; modi¬ 
fied, however, by the circumstances in which they have been, are, or 
may be placed, and by the peculiar organization of each individual. 
Yet not one of these causes of character is at the command, or in any manner under the control, of infants, who (whatever absurdity we may have been taught to the contrary) cannot possibly be accountable for 
the sentiments and manners which may be given to them. And here 
lies the fundamental error of society, and from hence have proceeded, and do proceed, most of the miseries of mankind. " Children are, without exception, passive and wonderfully contrived 



compounds; which by an accurate previous and subsequent attention, 
founded on a correct knowledge of the subject, may be formed collectively 
to have any human character. And although these compounds, like all 
the other works of nature, possess endless varieties, yet they partake of 
that plastic quality, which, by perseverence under judicious manage¬ 
ment, may be ultimately moulded into the very image of rational wishes 
and desires. " In the next place, these principles cannot fail to create feelings, 
which without force, or the production of any counteracting motive, 
will irresistibly lead those who possess them to make due allowance 
for the difference of sentiments and manners, not only among their 
friends and countrymen, but also among the inhabitants of every re¬ 
gion of the earth, even including their enemies. With this insight into 
the formation of character, there is no conceivable foundation for pri¬ 
vate displeasure or public enmity. Say if it be within the sphere of 
possibility that children can be trained to attain that knowledge, and at 
the same time to acquire feelings of enmity towards a single human 
creature The child who from infancy has been rationally instructed 
in these principles, will readily discover and trace whence the opi¬ 
nions and habits of his associates have arisen, and why they possess 
them. At an early age he will have acquired reason sufficient to ex¬ 
hibit to him forcibly the irrationality of being angry with an individual 
for possessing qualities which, as a passive being during the formation 
of those qualities, he had not the means of preventing. Such are the 
impressions these principles will make on the mind of every child so 
taught; and instead of generating anger or displeasure, they will pro¬ 
duce commiseration and pity for those individuals who possess either 
habits or sentiments which appear to him to be destructive of their own 
comfort, pleasure, or happiness ; and will produce on his part a desire 
to remove those causes of distress, that his own feelings of commisera¬ 
tion and pity may be also removed. The pleasure which he cannot 
avoid experiencing by this mode of conduct will likewise stimulate him 
to the most active endeavours to withdraw those circumstances which 
surround any part of mankind with causes of misery, and to replace 
them with others which have a tendency to increase happiness. He 
will then also strongly entertain the desire ' to do good to all men,' and 
even to those who think themselves his enemies. 

" Thus shortly, directly, and certainly may mankind be taught the 
essence, and to attain the ultimate object, of all former moral and reli¬ 
gious instruction. 

"These Essays, however, are intended to explain that which is true, 
and not to attack that which is false. For to explain that which is true 
may permanently improve, without creating even temporary evil; where¬ 
as to attack that which is false, is often productive of very fatal conse¬ 
quences. The former convinces the judgment, when the mind possesses 
full and deliberate powers of judging; the latter instantly arouses 
irritation, and renders the judgment unfit for its office, and useless. 
But why should Ave ever irritate Do not these principles make it so 
obvious as to place it beyond any doubt, that even the present irra¬ 
tional ideas andpiactices prevalent throughout the world, arc not to be 
charged as either a fault or culpable error of the existing generation 
The immediate cause of them was the partial ignorance of our fore¬ 
fathers, who, although they acquired some vague disjointed knowledge 
of the principles on which character is formed, could not discover the 
connected chain of those principles, and consequently knew not how to 



apply them to practice. They taught their children that which they had themselves been taught, that which they had acquired, and in so 
doing they acted like their forefathers, who retained the established 
customs of former generations until better and superior were discovered 
and made evident to them. 

"The present race of men have also instructed their children as they had been previously instructed, and are equally unblameable for any 
defects which their systems contain. And however erroneous or in¬ 
jurious that instruction and those systems may now be proved to be, 
the principles on which these Essays are founded will be misunder¬ 
stood, and their spirit will be wholly misconceived, if either iriitation, 
or the slightest degree of ill-will, shall be generated against those who 
even tenaciously adhere to the worst parts of that instruction, and 
support the most pernicious of those systems. For such individuals, 
sects, or parties have been trained from infancy to consider it their duty and interest so to act, and in so acting they merely continue the customs 
of their predecessors. Let truth unaccompanied with error be placed 
before them ; give them time to examine it, and see that it is in unison 
with all previously ascertained truths; and conviction and acknowledg¬ ment of it will follow of course. It is weakness itself to require con¬ 
sent before conviction: and afterwards it will not be withheld. To 
endeavour to force conclusions, without making the subject clear to the 
understanding, is most unjustifiable and irrational, and must prove 
useless or injurious to the mental faculties. In the spirit thus de¬ 
scribed we therefore proceed in the investigation of the subject. " The facts which by the invention of printing have gradually accumu¬ 
lated, now show the errors of the systems of our forefathers so dis¬ 
tinctly, that they must be, when pointed out, evident to all classes of 
the community, and render it absolutely necessary that new legislative measures be immediately adopted to prevent the confusion which must 
arise from even the most ignorant being competent to detect the ab¬ 
surdity and glaring injustice of many of those laws by which they are 
now governed. " Such are those laws which enact punishments for a very great va¬ 
riety of actions designated crimes; while those from whom such actions 
proceed are regularly trained to acquire no other knowledge than that 
which compels them to conclude that those actions are the best they could perform. " How much longer shall we continue to allow generation after gene¬ ration to be taught crime from their infancy, and, when so taught, hunt 
them like beasts of the forest, until they are entangled beyond escape in the toils and nets of the law when, if the circumstances of those 
poor unpitied sufferers had been reversed with those who are even sur¬ 
rounded with the pomp and dignity of justice, these latter would have 
been at the bar of the culprit, and the former would have been in the 
judgment-seat I " Had the present judges of these realms been born and educated 
among the poor and profligate of St. Giles's, or some similar situation, is it not certain, inasmuch as they possess native energies and abilities, 
that ere this they would have been at the head of their then profession, and in consequence of that superiority and proficiency, would have 
already suffered imprisonment, transportation, or death Can we for 
a moment hesitate to decide, that if some of those men whom the laws, 
dispensed by the present judges, have doomed to suffer capital punish¬ 
ments, had been born, trained, and circumstanced, as these judges 
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were born, trained, and circumstanced, that some of those who had so 
suffered would have been the identical individuals who would have 
passed the same awful sentences on the present highly esteemed digni¬ 
taries of the law. " If we open our eyes and attentively notice events, we shall observe 
these facts to multiply before us. Is the evil then of so small magni¬ 
tude as to be totally disregarded and passed by as the ordinary occur¬ 
rences of the day, and as not deserving of one]reflection And shall we 
be longer told ' that the convenient time to attend to inquiries of this 
nature is not yet come: that other matters of far weightier import 
engage our attention, and it must remain over till a season of more 
leisure ?' 

" To those who may be inclined to think and speak thus I would say, * Let feelings of humanity or strict justice induce you to devote a few 
hours to visit some of the public prisons of the metropolis, and pa¬ 
tiently inquire, with kind commiserating solicitude, of their various 
inhabitants, the events of their lives and the lives of their various con¬ 
nections. They will tales unfold that must arrest attention, that will 
disclose sufferings, misery, and injustice, upon which, for obvious 
reasons, I will not now dwell, but which previously, I am persuaded, 
you could not suppose it possible to exist in any civilized state, far less 
that they should be permitted for centuries to increase around the very 
fountain of British jurisprudence.' The true cause however of this 
conduct, so contrary to the general humanity of the natives of these 
islands, is, that a practicable remedy for the evil, on clearly defined 
and sound principles, had not yet been suggested. But the principles 
developed in this ' New View of Society' will point out a remedy which 
is almost simplicity itself, possessing no more practical difficulties than 
many of the common employments of life; and such as are readily over¬ 
come by men of very ordinary practical talents." 

The second extract which I will now read is from my " Memorial to 
the Governments of Europe and America in 1818," which Memorial 
was most favourably received by all these Governments. 

MEMORIAL OF ROBERT OWEN, 
OF NEW LANARK, IN SCOTLAND, TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF 

EUROPE AND AMERICA. 

"The Memorialist has devoted the last thirty years of his life* to the 
study and practice of political economy ; and by permitting piactice in 
all cases to correct theory, he has attained the most important results 
for the well-being of society. In consequence of the numberless 
benefits which the knowledge thus acquired is calculated to give to 
the inhabitants of every country, the Memorialist is desirous of 
making it known in the shortest time to those who govern the civilized 
world, and to the public. He therefore presents memorials on the 
subject to the governments of Europe and America. 

" The Memorialist is not influenced to this proceeding by partiality 
or prejudice, for or against any class, sect, party, or country. He views 
the whole human lace as men created originally with the same general 
faculties and qualities, though varied in degree, and trained by ciicum- 
stances, over which society has now a complete control, to despise, 
hate, and oppose each other even to death; although the path is now 

* And twenty-two years since.—Author, in 1840. 



clear by which, with more ease, society may train them to esteem, to 
love, and to aid each other. 

"Nor yet has the Memorialist been actuated to the conduct which he 
adopts, by a desire for wealth, for popularity, for honours, or for future 
fame ; to him these already appear the playthings of infants. " But he is induced to act thus, because he can show the causes which 
perpetually generate misery in human society; and also develop means 
by which, without injury to any, those causes may be gradually, and, 
at no distant period, effectually removed. To witness this change in 
part, or, if that should not be permitted, to know that it must soon 
commence and rapidly proceed, is his reward; and it is already secured 
to him. " Under these circumstances the Memorialist claims not that kind of 
attention which is usually given to ordinary questions of policy, but 
he asks for the devotion of the minds of the parties whom he addresses, 
that they may comprehend subjects not yet open to common capacities, and which involve all the valuable interests of society. " For a period has arrived, in which a greater change in human affairs 
will be forced on the world than the world has yet witnessed; but in 
all its extent the change will be highly beneficial to every individual 
and to all states. " It is a period, when the errors which have hitherto perplexed man¬ 
kind are about to be unravelled; and, in consequence, the obstacles 
which stood in the way of human improvement and enjoyment will be 
removed. 

"The immediate causes which make this change certain and necessary 
are, the overwhelming effects of new scientific power, and the rapidly 
increasing knowledge of all classes of men. The former will soon 
render human labour of little avail in the creation of wealth ; while the 
latter will make evident to the people the absolute necessity which has 
thus arisen, for them to give a different direction to their powers, and 
will inform them, also, how the change is to be effected. " He submits these preliminary explanations to satisfy Congress that 
he has had much experience on these subjects, and that he understands 
them thoroughly to their foundation. And upon that knowledge he 
now re-states, that all countries possess the means, and many the most 
ample, to give riches, good habits and dispositions, and useful learning and intelligence, to all their inhabitants:— 

"That the practical measures to effect these important purposes are 
unknown; otherwise, as the benefits to each would be beyond estimate, 
they would without loss of time carry them into execution:— " That your Memorialist is desirous of developing these measures in 
the most minute detail to Congress and to the governments of Europe and America, that they may take the lead in directing, under the esta¬ 
blished order of things in each country, those changes which can alone 
relieve the world from the practical evils of the present system, which 
is experienced to be now so productive of error and misery, that every one exclaims, Something must be done, though no one has yet attempted to state what should be done*:— 

* It is now evident to all who comprehend what Society has been, is, and 
must be, that it is National Employment and Education, wisely combined by 
experienced practical men, that is to be the " Something " which is now re¬ 
quired to allay the agitation of nations. National Education to ensure a good character for all, and National Employment to ensure abundance of wealth for 
all.—Author, 1840. 
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"That your Memorialist is most desirous of cordially uniting the go¬ 
vernments and people in those measures, which he is ready to prove 
ought now to be put in practice, for the substantial and permanent in¬ 
terests of both :— 

" That he has hitherto, except in part, withheld this knowledge from 
the people, because he has been afraid they would act upon it in their 
present neglected and unprepared state, with too much precipitancy to 
benefit themselves and others. He still withholds it from them, until 
he shall discover that they will use it calmly and temperately for their 
advantage, without having the desire to apply it to the injury of any 
class, sect, party, or individual. This period, however, for many rea¬ 
sons, he considers to be rapidly drawing near, and he will patiently 
await its arrival." 

The next extract is from "The Book of the New Moral World," pub¬ 
lished in 1836. It is as follows:— 

" It then depends on the governing power, in directing the circum¬ 
stances by which the physical and mental feelings are trained from 
birth, what shall be the kind of will each person under that govern¬ 
ment shall possess ; and, of course, whether the prevailing will of the 
individual shall be essentially good or bad, superior or inferior : also, 
whether the stimuli to act shall be strong or weak—for this likewise 
depends upon the manner of forming the will—and, also, what shall 
be the nature of the actions which shall be performed. The strength 
of the action, and the action itself, are both decided by the will, and 
as the will is formed by the physical or mental feelings, or both, the 
whole process of deciding human action is thus resolvable into a 
knowledge of the mode by which superior physical and mental feel¬ 
ings may be given to the individuals from their birth. 

" Man is not, therefore, to be made a being of a superior order by 
teaching him that he is responsible for his will and his actions. This 
is putting the most formidable obstacle in the way of attaining the 
most valuable knowledge that man can acquire : it is the direct mode 
to prevent him from knowing himself; and it teaches him to believe 
himself another kind of being from that which he really is, and, in 
consequence, to err in all his thoughts and actions, respecting his own 
nature and human nature generally. No! the stimuli to action will 
henceforth not be the uncertain and inefficient influences of deception 
upon the human race, forcing them to imagine, contrary to every fact 
recorded in history, that each individual himself forms his feelings, 
thoughts, will, and consequent actions ; it will be known that man is, 
altogether, a being whose organization, feeling, thoughts, will, and 
actions are predetermined for him by the influence of external circum¬ 
stances acting upon his original constitution, and that he is, therefore, 
irresponsible for the character formed for him, whatever it may be. 
Those who imagine that the notion of individual responsibility is cal¬ 
culated to produce a better or more virtuous state of society, than the 
knowledge that every part of the character of man is formed for him, 
by circumstances pre-existing to the will which decides his actions, 
have yet to learn the laws of nature respecting man, individually, and 
the science of society ; or the laws relative to man in a social state. 
The fust notion has formed man and society as they have been de¬ 
scribed by histoiy, as they arc found to be to-day over all the earth. 
Wo know, then, from experience, that this notion docs not prevent the 
great majority of mankind from being ignorant or irrational, unjust to 
their fellowmen, and miserable themselves. What the knowledge of 
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the true formation of human character may produce, we have only partial experience; but from reasoning, a priori, from facts as they exist, there can be no doubt, that this knowledge will speedily lead to a practice which will enable the adult population, fully instructed in the principles of the formation of character, to train their descendents to become physically, mentally, and morally, a superior race of beings, living in the most delightful harmony together, without any individual 
pride or vanity arising from their conscious superiority to their pre¬ decessors, or their imagined superiority to each other. " These facts and laws of nature, whenever they shall be fully un¬ derstood and generally adopted in practice, will become the means of 
forming a new character for the human race. Instead of being made 
irrational, as they have hitherto been, they will be made rational, they Will be formed to become, of necessity, charitable to their fellow¬ men of every clime, colour, language, sentiment and feeling ; and kind to all that has life. When a knowledge of these facts and laws shall be taught to all from infancy, they will know that the clime, colour, language, opinions, and feelings, are the necessary effects of causes over which the individuals, subject to their influence, have no control; they will not, therefore, be angry with their fellowmen for experiencing in¬ fluences which are unavoidable. These different effects will be consi¬ dered varieties of nature, useful for observation and reflection, for in¬ struction and amusement. Such varieties in the character of man, as now produce opposing feelings and interests, and hence anger, violence, wars and disunion, and all manner of oppression and injustice, crimes and misery, will, on the contrary, elicit knowledge, friendship, and 
pleasure. Hence characters the most opposite by nature will seek each other, unite and form intimate associations, in order that the most extended knowledge of human nature, and of nature generally, may be acquired, one interest formed, and affection made everywhere to abound. 

"The necessary result of unions of opposite varieties of character, will be speedily to remove prejudices of every description, to dispel ignorance, root out all evil passions, destroy the very germs of disunion and make men wise to their own happiness. Thus there will be no 
opposing interests or feelings among men in any part of the globe : the 
spirit of the world will be changed, and the selfishness of ignorance will be superseded by the self-interest, or, which is the same, the bene¬ volence of intelligence. 

"The individuality of man, unavoidable by his nature, which is 
now, through ignorance, a cause of so much of the disunion of the human race, will become the cause of the more intimate union, and of the increase of pleasure and enjoyment. Contrasts of feelings and 
opinions which have been hitherto causes of anger, hatred and repul¬ sion, will become sources of attraction, as being the most easy and di¬ rect mode to acquire an extended knowledge of our nature, and of the laws which govern it. The causes which produce these differences will be examined with affection by the parties, and solely with a view to discover the [truth ; for all will be lovers of truth, and no one will 
feel, or think of being ashamed of truth. They will know assuredly, and without a shadow of doubt, that truth is nature, and nature God ; that " God is truth, and truth is God," as so generally expressed by the Mahonimedans. And when men shall be made wise, by acquiring an accurate knowledge of the facts and laws of their nature, and can 
pursue a lengthened rational train of reasoning founded upon them ; 



no one will shrink from, or be ashamed of the discoveries which nature 
will thus unfold. It will be known to all, that our individual physical 
feelings, and mental convictions or feelings, are instincts of our nature ; 
all will, therefore, express them as such;—nature will be justified— 
man's false shame of declaring the truth will be removed, and all mo¬ 
tive to falsehood will cease. As each human being will have the know¬ 
ledge which will enable him accurately to express and explain the real 
power, state, and condition of his own mind, and will always speak the 
truth, his character will be fully known to every one. It is solely the 
want of an accurate acquaintance with the science of human nature, or 
the individual and social character of man, that has given rise to the mo¬ 
tives which have engendered falsehood, uncharitableness, and unkind- 
ncss. 

"The effects which will be produced on society, by these facts and 
laws being known and publicly taught, are far too great to be compre¬ 
hended by the faculties of men as they have been hitherto cultivated. 
When truth, in every department of human knowledge, shall supersede 
error and falsehood; when, by common consent, from conviction of the 
injury produced, men shall abandon falsehood, and speak the language 
of truth only, throughout all nations, then, indeed, will some concep¬ 
tion be acquired of what human nature is, and what are its powers and 
capacities for improvement and enjoyment. " Under this change, man will appear to be a new-created being. 
The powers, capacities, and dispositions cultivated under a system of 
falsehood, arising from ignorance of the laws of his nature, will assume 
another character, when cultivated from infancy under a system of truth 
—a character so different in manner and spirit, that, could they now be 
seen in juxta-position, they would appear to belong to opposite natures; 
the one irrational, actively engaged in measures to defeat its own hap¬ 
piness, and in making the earth a Pandemonium ; the other rational, 
daily occupied in measures to promote and secure the happiness of all 
around, and in making the earth a paradise. " Thus will the present irrational arrangement of society give place 
to those which arc rational. The existing classification of the popula¬ 
tion of the world will cease. One portion of mankind will not, as now, 
be trained and placed to oppress, by force or fraud, another portion, to 
the great disadvantage of both; neither will one portion be trained in 
idleness, to live in luxury on the industry of those whom they oppress, 
while the latter are made to labour daily and live in poverty. Nor yet 
will some be trained to force falsehood into the human mind, and be 
paid extravagantly for so doing, while other parties are prevented from 
teaching the truth, or severely punished if they make the attempt. 
There will be no arrangements to give knowledge to a few, and to with¬ 
hold it from the many; but, on the contrary, all will be taught to ac¬ 
quire knowledge of themselves, of nature generally, and of the princi¬ 
ples and practice of society, in all its departments ; which knowledge 
will be easily made familiar to every one. The whole business of life 
will be so simplified, that each wiil understand it, and will delight in 
its varied practice. " Thus will the effects upon society, of a knowledge of these facts 
and laws, remove the causes of all evil, and establish the reign of good 
over the world." Chap. x. 9. 

" The proof of the truth of any science is the harmony of each part 
with the whole, and its unity with all nature ; for, of necessity, each 
truth upon any subject must be in strict accordance with every other 
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truth; it being contrary to the laws of nature for any one truth to be 
opposed to any other truth. " Thus, if these facts and laws be nature's facts and laws, then, of 
necessity, there will be perfect harmony and unity between them, and 
they will be also in accordance with every part of nature. " Accordingly, it will be found that the five fundamental facts, and 
the twenty facts and laws of human nature, on which the Moral Science 
of Man is founded, are in perfect unison with each other, and with na¬ 
ture ; for each fact and law, commencing with the first, leads on to its 
successor, and gradually advances until the science is complete, and thus 
is the truth of the science demonstrated. " How opposed are the harmony and unity of this science to all the 
religions and codes of laws invented by the past generations of men, 
while ignorant of their own organization, and of the laws of nature 
All human laws are opposed to nature's laws, and therefore discord¬ 
ant, disunited, and perplexed, and always produce more evil than good. 

"The religions founded under the name of Jewish, Budh, Jehovah, 
God or Christ, Mahomet or any other, are all composed of human 
laws in opposition to nature's eternal laws; and when these laws are 
analysed, they amount only to three absurdities—three gross imposi¬ 
tions upon the ignorance or inexperience of mankind—three errors, 
now easily to be detected by the most simple experiment of each indi¬ 
vidual upon himself. The fundamental doctrines or laws of all these 
religions are, first,—' Believe in my doctrines, as expounded by my priests, 
from my sacred books ;' second, ' Feel as these doctrines, thus expounded, 
direct you to feel;' and third, ' Support my ministers for thus instructing 
you.' 'If you faithfully perform these three things in my name,'—say the priests of all these religions—' you will have the greatest merit in 
this world, and an everlasting reward in the next.' " All religions and all codes of laws are built on the preceding dog¬ 
mas, and all pre-suppose the original power in man to believe and to 
feel as he likes. " Now the facts and laws of nature, which constitute the Moral 
Science of Man, demonstrate that all belief or mental convictions, and 
all physical feelings, are instincts of human nature, and form the will; 
it follows, that the three fundamental dogmas of all religions have 
emanated from ignorance of the organization of man, and of the gene¬ 
ral laws of nature; hence the confusion in all human affairs—the inu¬ 
tility of all human laws, and the irrational and miserable condition of all 
human society. " It follows, that, as all religions and codes of laws are founded in 
the error, that there is merit or demerit in belief and in feeling—reli¬ 
gions and laws must have originated in some error of the imagination, 
similar to the universal error, maintained through unnumbered ages, 
that the earth was flat, immoveable, and the centre of the universe. " But unity and harmony could never be found in any religions or 
codes of laws founded on the mistaken notion that instincts were free¬ 
will, while all facts prove that the will of man is the necessary result 
of the action of those instincts. " Those who have acquired a knowledge of the Moral Science of 
Man, are enabled, thereby, to perceive the Cause of past evils, to detect 
the source of disunion, of crime, and their consequent misery; to per¬ 
ceive every step of the process by which these evils may be in future 
prevented, and by which all men may be educated to become rational 
and superior beings. This knowledge is the necessary result of the in- 
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stincts of nature, acting upon the reasoning faculties of the individuals 
who, through its effects, are compelled to exert the full extent of their 
powers, in order that the present generation may be made to under¬ 
stand it, and be induced to commence the practice of it, for the partial 
benefit of themselves, and for the permanent good of their offspring. 
And they are compelled thus to act, without the slightest merit on their 
part, although it appears that, by so doing, they pursue a line of con¬ 
duct directly opposed to their immediate individual interest. 

" They are made to perceive, that if the Great Truth,—that all physical 
and mental feelings are instincts of human nature, and that these in¬ 
stincts create the will,—could be so impressed upon the present genera¬ 
tion, as to induce them to make it the foundation of another system, a 
high degree of excellence and happiness would be, thereby, permanently 
secured to the human race. It is the unavoidable deep impression of 
the inestimable blessings which this change would confer upon the hu¬ 
man race, now and for ever, that compels these individuals to lose sight, 
altogether, of their own individual condition, that the great purposes of 
Nature may be accomplished upon earth, by man being made rational 
and happy. " It is the general knowledge of this invaluable truth, that is alone 
wanting to complete the great change in humanity, from irrationality, 
pain and misery, to the most delightful state of existence. For men of 
experience know, that all the materials to over-supply the inhabitants 
of the world, now and for ever, with all that is necessary for their hap¬ 
piness, supcrabound, and that there is also far more power in the la¬ 
bour and skill of man, were they wisely directed, than is necessary to 
work up these materials into the most valuable products, and that all 
contests for their use and enjoyment will be unnecessary. " In the formation of man and woman there is the most evident har¬ 
mony and unison of design, as well as the most efficient means to pro¬ 
duce, in form and figure, beings physically, intellectually, and morally 
fitted to attain the highest excellence in all these divisions of their na¬ 
ture. But whence the Power which designs, or what its attributes, no 
man has yet ascertained; and upon this hitherto mysterious subject, 
the human mind must, of necessity, wait until new facts, explanatory 
of the mystery, shall be discovered. It is sufficient, at present, to deduce 
from the facts which are known, that there is this harmony and unity 
of design in the formation of human nature. There is not only the 
unity of many parts, possessing extraordinary faculties and qualities, 
physical, mental, and moral, to produce a race of beings far superior to 
all other terrestrial organizations; but sufficient power has also been 
given to this wonderful Compound, to multiply its oavii powers, by 
making discoveries in various sciences, without assignable limit to 
their progress, and to attain a very high degree of excellence in every 
division of its nature, whether of body or of mind. For these facts 
and laws which demonstrate what human nature is, develop also a 
sufficiency of power to accomplish results far more extraordinary 
than any miracles which the wild fancy of superstition has yet 
imagined. " Here is a being, with a finely proportioned physical form, which 
in the early stages of society was evidently inferior in prowess, or phy¬ 
sical strength, to many animals, and living in the daily fear of them, 
formed to acquire, although by slow experience, powers many thousand 
times greater than those of any other living creature. This being has 
already acquired the knowledge by which he has increased his own 
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powers to an extent which has given him the full control over the ani¬ 
mal creation, sufficient to subdue them, and to make millions of them 
obedient to his designs, and to contribute largely to his gratification. " Yet, extended as these powers have been, by slow degrees, from 
the period of man's most inexperienced state to the present time, it 
seems as though he were still in the infancy of his progress in the ac¬ 
quisition of power ; for even now, he appears to be on the eve of some 
great moral and intellectual advance which will give him not only addi¬ 
tional control over all other animals, but also over the elements of 
nature, and enable him to subdue them to his pmpose upon the most 
magnificent scale of operations : and, what is yet far more important, 
to re-create a new and greatly superior matured character for all the 
future generations of men. " This second creation or regeneration of man, will bring forth in 
him new combinations of his natural faculties, qualities and powers, 
which will imbue him with a new spirit, and create in him new feelings 
thoughts, and conduct, the reverse of those which have been hitherto 
produced. " This re-created or new-formed man will be enabled easily to sub¬ 
due the earth, and make it an ever-varying paradise, the fit abode of 
highly intellectual moral beings, each of whom, for all practical pur¬ 
poses, will be the free possessor and delighted enjoyer of its whole ex¬ 
tent, and that joy will be increased a thousand-fold, because all his 
fellow-beings will equally enjoy it with him. " Man could not attain this excellence and happiness in his first or 
irrational state of existence, which has been a state of repulsion and 
weakness ; while the change of his condition which he approaches, will 
produce a state of attraction and strength, or unity and efficiency, that 
will insure the universal peace, intelligence, and happiness of mankind. 

"As soon as man shall be thus regenerated, he will discover that the 
present classification of society into the various grades of the Aristo¬ 
cracy, Professions, Trades, and Occupations, is fit only for man in his 
irrational or first state of existence ; that it is the greatest of all errors 
to form permanent arrangements to train all men to become at maturity, 
irrational—to be either of the class of fools or knaves ; or fools and 
knaves to be oppressors of their fellows, or to be oppressed by them, to 
thus insure the inferiority and misery of both; for the existing classi¬ 
fication can form only fools and knaves, the oppressor and the op¬ 
pressed ; men contending against each other to destroy or to prevent 
the creation of that which is essential to their happiness ; one portion 
being purposely trained to keep the other in gross ignorance, that the 
latter may be easily deceived and made the slaves of the former, while 
these are trained in refined ignorance, and are made slaves to their own 
feelings, passions, and injustice. " This chaotic state of existence will be changed for the rational state, 
in which a classification of society will arise, based on a correct know¬ 
ledge of the newly-acquired powers of human nature ;—a classification 
that will train all, at maturity, to be neither fools nor knaves, oppress¬ 
ors nor oppressed, but, on the contrary, men and women abounding in 
the most valuable knowledge of themselves and nature, living under ar¬ 
rangements to ensure their own happiness, and the increasing happi¬ 
ness of their offspring ; directing the powers or agencies of nature to 
perform all the affairs of life which are unhealthy, or in any manner 
disagreeable, or which have hitherto been the work of servants or slaves. 
When the present ascertained powers of science shall be wisely directed, 



there will be no necessity for any human being to become the servant or 
slave of another, or to perform that which to him would be disagreeable ; 
and thus, harmony and unity of feeling, and efficiency of power, will 
be permanently retained. " It thus appears, that however human nature has been degraded in 
the first or irrational stage of its existence, it possesses the germs of fa¬ 
culties and qualities which, when rightly directed, are sufficient to 
overcome ignorance, and sin, and misery, and to work out its own sal¬ 
vation from all the evil which it has hitherto suffered ; and thus the 
harmony, unity, and efficiency of the constitution of human nature, to 
produce high intelligence, and permanent happiness to the human race, 
will soon become obvious to all. " The beauty or harmony of this constitution of man arises from its 
unity and efficiency, and from such extraordinary powers being com¬ 
bined into a frame so small and finely proportioned. " When it is considered that human nature, in the aggregate, con¬ 
sists of certain faculties, propensities, and powers, of all of which each 
individual receives certain proportions ; that the proportions vary in 
each individual, thus producing an endless variety of natural character, 
while the variety continually increases the happiness of each,—the 
beauty and harmony of the device and arrangement must be admitted, 
and, more especially, when it is discovered that by this contrivance, the 
greatest possible extent of human acquirements is insured for the benefit 
of all. " This provision of nature secures the most extraordinary advantages 
of the human race; for man acquires, by means of this endless diver¬ 
sity of new proportions of the same original elements of his nature, a 
continual never-ending increase of power. Each child having thus, at 
birth, a new combination of these faculties and qualities, would, were 
they rationally cultivated, bring into action new powers to enable it to 
invent or discover something new, to improve, or to add, to the pre¬ 
vious experience and happiness of the population of the world. " No arrangement can be conceived more beautiful and harmonious, 
than this simple device of Nature, to secure an everlasting advancement 
in knowledge and happiness, without any counteracting evil. For hu¬ 
man nature being understood, through a knowledge of the Moral Sci¬ 
ence of Man, each new variety of character will become a source of ad¬ 
ditional pleasure, and a sure means of increasing progression towards 
the perfection of happiness. " But man has not formed the elements of his nature, or combined 
their proportions in each individual: these wonderful operations are 
the works of a Power hitherto unknown and mysterious to him. Pie, 
therefore, cannot be responsible for the original quality of the elements 
of his nature, or for the proportions combined in each individual; were 
these elements and their varied proportions in each human being the 
worst of all created compounds, man would be blameless, being what 
he has been formed to be by a power superior to himself, and over whose 
operations he can exert no control. " These elements, however, instead of being inferior, contain the 
germs of high physical, intellectual, and moral excellence, to the gra¬ 
dual increase of which no limits can be assigned ; but seeing that they 
arc combined in each individual by a power unknown to man, no one 
can justly claim merit to himself for any fanciful superiority which he 
may possess over others. Whatever merit exists belongs solely to the 
Power which creates the elements, and forms the compound of them in 
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each individual. All pride and vanity, therefore, in a being so formed, is irrational, and will cease as soon as he shall be trained to know him¬ 
self, or to become a rational being, to which character, hitherto, he has 
not had the slightest pretension. " The ignorance of man relative to the origin of his formation, is also 
a strong stimulus to induce him to exert himself, without ceasing, to 
investigate nature through her most secret recesses. He is thus urged on to the acquisition of the most varied and valuable knowledge, mak¬ 
ing him daily better acquainted with his own powers, by which he will, 
ultimately, learn to know himself. Who that has examined the 
physiology of man, and ascertained, as far as known, the manner in 
which his various powers of body and mind are united to perform their different functions, could suppose human nature to be bad or 
inferior 

"These powers and qualities are so harmoniously arranged, united 
and held together, that each part appears perfect in itself, and yet, the 
whole combined, forms one of the most wondrous contrivances for the 
concentration of physical, intellectual, and moral power, into a finely 
proportioned being. 

"The combination of so many varied parts, concentrating such 
extraordinary powers, physical and mental, within a frame so small 
and finely proportioned as man and woman, constitute a perfection of design and execution unequalled by any other known result of 
nature. The extent and value of this design, however, will not be 
understood until these extraordinary powers shall have their free 
course of action in every individual, nor until the effects of a ra¬ 
tional education shall manifest the wisdom of nature in committing to 
the experience of age, the formation of the entire acquired character of 
the young. " By the wondrous, and hitherto mysterious organic construction of 
man and woman, the adults of the first generation that shall 
acquire a practical knowledge of their own powers to reform the 
matured character of each individual, will be enabled almost to re¬ 
create the character of succeeding generations ; to re-create it by train¬ 
ing each individual from birth, by a new and very superior arrange¬ ment of external circumstances, to have a sound physical constitution, to have superior dispositions, habits, and manners, to have much valua¬ 
ble knowledge, and to make a daily progress towards physical, intel¬ 
lectual, and moral perfection. " It is obvious, through a knowledge of the constitution of human 
nature, or of the moral science of man, that to form the highest charac¬ 
ter in man and woman no inferior example must be seen in any one of 
the adult population ; therefore the formation of an inferior character 
will be prevented: the superior external circumstances which alone 
will be permitted to act upon and to influence each individual, will, of 
necessity, form all to be superior, according to the organization which 
they received from Nature. 

"By this simple, easy, straight-forward mode of proceeding,measures, the most effectual, will be adopted to prevent one human being from ac¬ 
quiring a single inferior quality, either of body or mind; and it is be¬ lieved that the concentrated wisdom of society, in this rational state 
of existence, will be competent to effect this all-important object. " As in this state all must perceive it to be for their interest and 
happiness, that the most superior character, which circumstances under 
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the control of man will permit, should be formed for every one without 
a single exception, it would be most unwise to suffer one human being, 
in any part of the world, to be so placed as to acquire any inferior 
qualities; because it will be obvious, that if any inferior qualities 
should be permitted to be formed in any one, all will be injured by the 
contaminating effects that such an example will have, not only upon 
adults, but more especially upon the children of the rising generation. " When, therefore, all the institutions and arrangements of society 
shall be formed in accordance with the constitution of human nature, 
and with the principles which constitute the Moral Science of Man, the 
harmony, unity, and efficiency of this science will be demonstrated and 
its value understood, and then only will it be duly appreciated." 

To convince every intelligent impartial person who hears me, that my 
writings have never deviated in spirit or object, I will now read the 
dedication of the "Book of the New Moral World" to His Majesty 
William the Fourth. 

"To his Majesty, William IV., King of Great Britain, &c, 
"Sire, " Circumstances, not under your control, have placed you at the 
head of the most powerful association of men for good or for evil, that 
has hitherto existed in any part of the globe; and other circumstances 
are about to arise, also beyond your control, which will render it neces¬ 
sary for you, Sire, and those whom you may call to your councils, to 
decide whether this power shall be now directed to produce the good 
or the evil. 

"The book, the first part of which, with this letter appended, I sub¬ 
mit to your Majesty, contains truths, of the highest import to you, 
Sire; to every member of your family ; to every subject of the wide¬ 
spread empire over which you preside; to every human being, high 
or low, now living, and to all those who shall live hereafter. It un¬ 
folds the fundamental principles of a New Moral World, and it thus 
lays a new foundation on which to re-construct society and re-create 
the character of the human race. It opens to the family of man, with¬ 
out a single exception, the means of endless progressive improvement, 
physical, intellectual, and moral, and of happiness, without the possi¬ 
bility of retrogression or of assignable limit. 

"Society has emanated from fundamental errors of the imagination, 
and all the institutions and social arrangements of man over the world 
have been based on these errors. Society is therefore, through all its 
ramifications, artificial and corrupt, and, in consequence, ignorance, 
falsehood, and grave folly alone, govern all the affairs of mankind. 

" Under your reign, Sire, the change from this system, with all its 
evil consequences, to another founded on self-evident truths, ensuring 
happiness to all, will, in all probability, be achieved; and your name, 
and the names of those who now govern the nations of the world, will 
be recorded, as prominent actors, in a period the most important that 
has ever occurred in the history of mankind. 

" The world, in its present mental darkness, will rashly pronounce 
this change to be impracticable; or, if practicable, that it will be the 
work of ages. Herein all men err. The great circumstances of nature, 
and the existing state of human affairs, are full ripe for the change ; 
no one material is deficient, and man cannot longer govern man with¬ 
out forming a union of governments and nations to effect this change. 

"As the change will be permanently beneficial for high and low, rich 
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and/poor, it may be effected by wise general arrangements, in peace, in 
order, and with high gratification to all nations and people. " At the termination of the late war of, what are called, the civi¬ 
lized nations, an alliance was formed by the leading governments to 
protect each other from individual national revolutions; and it was a 
wise measure to prevent premature changes in each state—changes de¬ 
sired by the people before they had acquired wisdom to give such changes a right direction. " The world has undergone a revolution of principle since that al¬ 
liance was formed ; the folly and wickedness of all wars, civil or na¬ 
tional, have become too glaring not to be opposed by the cultivated 
mind of Europe and America. The empire, Sire, over which you pre¬ 
side, can no longer be governed by party proceedings, and, in conse¬ 
quence, your present administration, as well as any other that can now 
be formed, must be one of mere necessity; because, in the present state of society, individuals cannot be found to constitute one that shall 
be efficient. Difficulties of a similar character are arising in all coun¬ 
tries ; the old prejudices, or errors of the world have been shaken to 
their foundation, and are tottering previous to their fall and final de¬ 
struction. 

"A union of governments and nations is now required, to re-consti¬ 
tute society upon a new and solid basis, and to secure to the human 
race peace and happiness, through the right application of the disco¬ 
veries, both scientific and moral, made within the last century. " Your ancestors, Sire, a hundred years ago, directed a mixed manual 
and scientific national power for the production of wealth and happiness, 
equal together to the exertions of about fifteen millions of men to sup¬ 
ply a population of about fifteen millions : the population and power 
being equal, or as one to one. You, Sire, have the direction of a mixed 
national power of production more than equal to the exertions of six 
hundred millions of men, with no assignable limit to its rapid increase, to supply a population of twenty-five millions, or as twenty-four to 
one. This enormous new power of the British empire may be most 
advantageously given to all other populations in proportion to their 
number, and it is the immediate interest of Great Britain that this new 
power should be spread, as rapidly as possible, over all the nations of 
the earth. It is a boon that will be more beneficial to the givers than 
to the receivers. " Tire British nation is in the most advantageous position to propose and negotiate this alliance, now called for by an irresistible necessity, 
arising from the progress of knowledge. This alliance is imperative, to protect, alike, both the governments and people fiom the effects of 
ignorant violence, and to ensure their progiessive improvement and 
happiness, 

"Two conditions only are required to found this alliance upon a basis 
that will ensure its permanence and success; conditions, too, that 
will be highly advantageous to all governments and people. " The first, that the contradictory parties shall abandon, by the most 
public declaration, the fundamental eiror on which society has hitherto 
been based : and second, that they shall adopt the opposite truth for 
the base of all their future measures. " The error is unsupported by a single fact, and opposed by all facts 
bearing upon it; the truth is supported by every fact, and opposed by no one fact having reference to it. The necessary consequence of acting 
upon the error is misery; the necessary consequence of acting upon 
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the truth will be happiness, The change may now be effected from 
the one to the other without injury to the mind, body, or estate of a 
single individual of any age, class, or rank in any country ; and every 
material to effect the change now is at the control of society, almost 
without effort, but certainly with only agreeable and beneficial exercise. 
Neither will it be necessary to disturb private property, as now existing, 
or to require any labour from those who have not been trained to em¬ 
ployment. 

"I offer to make all these matters plain in principle, and easy of 
practice, to your government and to all civilized governments. The 
whole subject has been long familiar to 

" Your Majesty's faithful Friend, 
"4, Crescent Place, Burton Crescent, "ROBERT OWEN." 

"August 1,1836." 
I need not multiply these quotations from my writings, which are 

numerous, and continued through every year of my public life, to prove 
the undeviating spirit of charity, kindness, and fairness to my oppo¬ 
nents, and liberal feelings for the system of error which, according to 
my conviction, they have advocated. This spirit must be evident to 
every one who has read my writings, and could not, I think, be mis¬ 
taken even by the most prejudiced. 

Having made these preliminary remarks, I will now enter upon the 
immediate subject of this Lecture:—The religion, morality, and respon¬ 
sibility of the old and new worlds. 

These subjects are so intimately connected and dependent on each 
other that they cannot be separated. We shall therefore, in this 
Lecture, consider them as branches from the same root. For, 

Firstly. The religion of the Old World is based solely on the suppo¬ 
sition that man has been created to believe or disbelieve, and to feel or 
not to feel at his pleasure. 

Secondly. The morality of the Old World is based on this same sup¬ 
position, and 

Thirdly. The responsibility of man, as it applies to reward and 
punishment, has emanated directly from the same supposition. 

The religion of the Jews consists in their belief in one spiritual God, 
and in Moses his chosen prophet. 

The religion of the Mahomcdans, in their belief in one spiritual God, 
and in his chosen prophet Mahomet. 

The religion of the Christians, in the belief in one spiritual God, and 
in his Son Jesus Christ. 

The religion of the North American Indians, in the belief in the 
Great Spirit. 

And the religion of other nations in the belief in many Gods, some 
spiritual and others material, even to an endless variety. 

Now the Jews, when they came out of Egypt, destroyed all the 
nations around them because they were idolators, and did not worship 
their God, and believe in Him and their prophet. These were awful 
proceedings. Afterwards they persecuted the Christians, because the 
Christians believed that Jesus Christ was the True Messiah, and that 
he was greater than Moses. 

Then the Christians, when they became numerous and powerful, 
persecuted the Jews because they would not believe in the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, but in the infallibility of their great prophet Moses, 
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The Christians and Mahomedans then waged deadly and dreadful 
wars, because the Mahomedans would not believe the doctrines taught 
by the Christians, and because the Christians would not believe the 
doctrines taught by the Mahomedans. 

Then when the Christians became very powerful, they destroyed the worshippers of the material sun in South America, because they would not believe in the Son of their Spiritual God. 
Subsequently all these parties have split their belief in various parts, and they have perpetually waged war openly or covertly against each 

other, because of the worship of each in the esteemed divine doctrines of the others, and this is the existing state of religion over the globe which we inhabit. Now all this confusion of the human intellect and dreadful state of immorality in practice among the whole world, have arisen from the original error of the imagination of our ignorant early ancestors, who supposed that any one could believe or disbelieve at his 
pleasure ; and as each one supposed, as at present, that his own belief was the only true faith, he was desirous of bringing all others over to his particular doctrines, and when he could not succeed he became 
angry, quarreled with the individual unbelievers, and was thus ready to 
engage in all manner of private contentious and public warfare. 

During all this turmoil of wars, massacres, burnings, and plunder- 
ings, producing continually the most horrid immoralities for thousands of years, no one, it seems, ever publicly stood forward to ask the simple question, " Is man a being possessing power within himself to believe or disbelieve in obedience to his will or inclination, or has he been 
created to be forced to believe according to the strongest conviction 
which is made upon his mind, whether he likes the impression or not ?" 

If our early ancestors had had faculty to have asked this simple question, and to have followed the investigation to its true result, all the 
contentions, wars, massacres, burnings, plunderings and immoralities 
of past ages would have been avoided, peace would have taken the 
place of war, riches of poverty, knowledge of ignorance, unity of divi¬ 
sion, charity of uncharitablcness, health of disease, morality of im¬ 
morality, and happiness of misery. It fact, had it not been for that 
which now appears an error, most easy of demonstration, the inhabi¬ 
tants of the earth would have been, for thousands of years past, rational and sane in their thoughts, feelings, and conduct, and the earth 
itself would, long since, have been made a terrestrial paradise. The religion of this old, immoral, irrational and insane world, there¬ 
fore, simply consist in the priesthood of the various nations of the 
earth saying, " Believe as I instruct you to believe, feel as I instruct 
you to feel, reverence me, let me be supported in splendour, or at least 
in comfort—act in accordance with these instructions, and you will be 
certain to go to Heaven and bo happy after death for all eternity; but 
if you do not believe and feel as I tell you, you will go to a place after 
death of everlasting torment:" for it matters not what may he the par¬ ticular doctrines taught by any priesthood, or however these doctrines 
may bo opposed one to another, or however they may be opposed to 
nature, and, therefore, to common sense, the few monotonous notes 
which I have stated arc precisely tho same for all the various priest¬ hoods of the world. 

This is the real, true, and naked religion of the world. 
The Jews firmly believe that the doctrines of the Christians, Maho¬ 

metans, Hindoos, and all others, are irrational and insane, 
c 



The Hindoos believe the same of the Jews, Christians, and Maho¬ 
medans. 

The Christians believe the same of the Jews, Mahomedans, Hindoos, 
Chinese, and all others. 

The Mahomedans believe the same of the Jews, Christians, Hindoos, 
Chinese, and all others. 

And in this manner every small circle of believers in their own doc¬ 
trines, are trained to be disbelievers in all others. 

Thus is each an infidel to every other, and they continually blaspheme 
each other's belief or doctrines. 

Now, until these melancholy aberrations of the human mind shall 
he overcome, until there shall be no more merit or demerit attributed to 
belief or unbelief than is now to the possession of black, or blue, 
or grey, or brown eyes or hair, there will be no peace or goodwill upon 
earth, no pure charity, no real useful, practical morality, no period 
" when each man shall sit under his own vine and his own fig-tree, and 
there shall be none to make him afraid." 

The first step to put an end to vice, immorality, and misery among 
men and nations, is to openly discard all merit or demerit for the be¬ 
lief or opinions which they are compelled to have by their nature and 
education. 

And the next step to insure knowledge, virtue, rationality or sanity, 
and happiness among men and nations, is to discard all merit or de¬ 
merit for the feelings which they are compelled to have by their nature 
and education. 

Now the morality of each country depends upon the particular branch 
of religion which may be taught in it. The moralities of the Jews, Hin¬ 
doos, Christians, Mahomedans, and Chinese, differ materially in this 
Old World. 

The morality of the Old World means anything that the priests and 
government of any country choose to make and call morality. 

The responsibility of the world is exactly of the same character. 
But, my friends, rejoice with me that the time has evidently arrived 

for the introduction of the true rational or natural religion; for the 
true, and natural, and rational morality ; and for the true, rational, and 
natural responsibility ;—a religion, a morality, and a responsibility that 
will make men, nay, compel men to become wise, virtuous, united, and 
happy, without depending upon the will or caprice of any individual. 

I must, however, now prove to you that my mind has not yet been 
changed on any of these subjects since my fiist publication, and to 
which I will now refer, by reading the following extracts from my 
"Essays on the Formation of Character," first published in 1812-13, 
in which I explain the practical measures which I adopted to improve 
the character aud ameliorate the condition of the population of New 
Lanark. 

" Considerable jealousies also existed on account of one religious sect 
possessing a decided preference over the others. This was corrected by 
discontinuing that preference, and by giving an uniform encouragement 
to those who conducted themselves well among all the various religious 
persuasions; by recommending the same consideration to be shown to 
the conscientious opinions of each sect, on the ground that all must be¬ 
lieve the particular doctrines which they had been taught, and conse¬ 
quently that all were in that respect upon an equal footing, nor 
was it possible yet to say which was right or wrong. It was like¬ 
wise inculcated that all should attend to the essence of religion, 
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and not act as the world was now taught and trained to do; that 
is, to overlook the substance and essence of religion, and devote their 
talents, time, and money, to that which is far worse than its shadow, 
sectarianism,—another term for something very injurious to society, and 
very absurd, which one or other well meaning enthusiast has added to true religion, which without these defects would soon form those cha¬ 
racters which every wise and good man is anxious to see. " Such statements and conduct arrested sectarian animosity and igno¬ rant intolerance, each retains full liberty of conscience, and in conse¬ 
quence each partakes of the sincere friendship of many sects instead of 
one. They act with cordiality together in the same departments and 
pursuits, and associate as though the whole community were not of dif¬ 
ferent sectarian persuasions; and not one evil ensues. " Hitherto, indeed, in all ages and in all countries, man seems to have 
blindly conspired against the happiness of man, and to have remained 
as ignorant of himself, as he was of the solar system prior to the days of Copernicus and Galileo. " Many of the learned and wise among our ancestors were conscious 
of this ignorance, and deeply lamented its effects; and some of them 
recommended the partial adoption of those principles, which can alone 
relieve the world from the miserable effects of ignorance. " The time, however, for the emancipation of the human mind was 
not then arrived : the world was not prepared to receive it. The history of humanity shows it to be an undeviating law of nature, that man 
shall not prematurely break the shell of ignorance; that he must 
patiently wait until the principle of knowledge has pervaded the whole 
mass of the interior, to give it life and strength sufficient to bear the 
light of day. " Those who have duly reflected on the nature and extent of the men¬ 
tal movements of the world for the last half century, must be conscious 
that great changes are in progress; that man is about to advance an¬ 
other important step towai"ds that degree of intelligence which his natural 
powers seem capable of attaining. Observe the transactions of the 
passing hours ; see the whole mass of mind in full motion ; behold it 
momentarily increasing in vigour, and preparing ere long to burst its 
confinement. But what is to be the nature of this change'! A due at¬ 
tention to the facts around us, and to those transmitted by the invention 
of printing from former ages, will afford a satisfactory reply. " From the earliest ages it has been the practice of the world to act 
on the supposition that each individual man forms his own character, and that therefore he is accountable for all his sentiments and habits, and consequently merits reward for some and punishment for others. 
Every system which has been established among men, has been founded 
on these erroneous principles. When, however, they shall be brought to the test of fair examination, they will be found not only unsupported 
by, but in direct opposition to, all experience, and to the evidence of our 
senses. This is not a slight mistake which involves only trivial conse¬ 
quences ; it is a fundamental error of the highest possible magnitude ; it enters into all our proceedings regarding man from his infancy, and 
will be found to be the true and sole origin of evil. It generates and 
perpetuates ignorance, hatred, and revenge, where, without such error, 
only intelligence, confidence, and kindness would exist. It has hitherto 
been the Evil Genius of the world. It severs man from man through¬ out the various regions of the earth; and makes enemies of those who, hut for this gross error, would have enjoyed each other's kind offices 

c2 
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and sincere friendship. It is, in short, an error which carries misery in 
all its consequences. " This error cannot much longer exist; for every day will make it 
more and more evident that the character of man is, without a 
SINGLE EXCEPTION, ALWAYS TORMED FOR HIM J THAT IT MAY BE, AND IS, 
CHIEFLY, CREATED I1Y HIS FREDECESSORS J THAT THEY GIVE HIM, OR MAY 
GIVE HIM, HIS IDEAS AND HABITS, WHICH ARE THE POWERS THAT GOVERN 
AND DIRECT HIS CONDUCT. MAN, THEREFORE, NEVER DID, NOR IS IT POS¬ 
SIBLE HE EVER CAN, TORM HIS OWN CHARACTER. 

" The knowledge of this important fact has not been derived from any 
of the wild and heated speculations of an ardent and ungoverned imagi¬ 
nation ; on the contrary, it proceeds from a long and patient study of 
the theory and practice of human nature under many varied circum¬ 
stances ; it will be found to be a deduction drawn from such a multipli¬ 
city of facts, as to afford the most complete demonstration. 

" Had not mankind been misinstructed from infancy on this subject, 
making it necessary that they should unlearn what they have been 
taught, the simple statement of this truth would render it instantly ob¬ 
vious to every rational mind. Men would know that their predecessors 
might have given them the habits of ferocious cannibalism, or of the high¬ 
est known benevolence and intelligence : and by the acquirement of this 
knowledge they would soon learn that, as parents, preceptors, and legis¬ 
lators united, they possess the means of training the rising generations 
to either of those extremes; that they may with the greatest certainty 
make them the conscientious worshippers of Juggernaut, or of the most 
pure spirit possessing the essence of every excellence which the human 
imagination can conceive; that they may train the young to become 
effeminate, deceitful, ignorantly selfish, intemperate, revengeful, mur¬ 
derous—of course ignorant, irrational, and miserable; or to be manly, 
just, generous, temperate, active, kind, and benevolent,—that is intelli¬ 
gent, rational, and happy. The knowledge of these principles having 
been derived from facts which perpetually exist, they defy ingenuity it¬ 
self to confute them ; nay, the most severe scrutiny will make it evident 
that they are utterly unassailable. 

" Is it then wisdom to think and to act in opposition to the facts which 
hourly exhibit themselves around us, and in direct contradiction to the 
evidence of our senses? Inquire of the most learned and wise of the 
present day, ask them to speak with sincerity, and they will tell you that 
they have long known the principles on which society has been founded 
to be false. Hitherto, however, the tide of public opinion, in all coun¬ 
tries, has been directed by a combination of' prejudice, bigotry, and fa¬ 
naticism, derived from the wildest imaginations of ignorance; and the 
most enlightened men have not dared to expose those errors which to 
them were offensive, prominent, and glaring. 

" Happily for man, this reign of ignorance rapidly approaches to dis¬ 
solution; its terrors arc already on the wing, and soon they will be com¬ 
pelled to take their flight, never more to return. For now the know¬ 
ledge of the existing errors is not only possessed by the learned and 
reflecting, but it is spreading far and wide throughout society ; and ere 
long it will be fully comprehended even by the most ignorant. 

" Attempts may indeed be made by individuals, who through igno¬ 
rance mistake their real interests, to retard the progress of this know¬ 
ledge ; but as it will prove itself to be in unison with the evidence of 
our senses, and therefore true beyond the possibility of disproof, it can¬ 
not he impeded, and in its course will overwhelm all opposition. 
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" These principles, however, are not more true in theory than beneficial 

in practice whenever they are properly applied. Why then should all 
their substantial advantages be longer withheld from the mass of man¬ 
kind Can it, by possibility, be a crime to pursue the only practical means which a rational being can adopt to diminish the misery of man, and increase his happiness "These questions, of the deepest interest to society, are now brought to the fair test of public experiment. It remains to be proved, whether 
the character of man shall continue to be formed under the guidance of 
the most inconsistent notions, the errors of which for centuries past have been manifest to every reflecting rational mind; or whether it 
shall be moulded under the direction of uniformly consistent principles, derived from the unvarying facts of the creation; principles, the truth 
of which no sane man will now attempt to deny. " It is then by the full and complete disclosure of these principles, that the destruction of ignorance and misery is to be effected, and the 
reign of reason, intelligence, and happiness, is to be firmly established. " The last part of the intended arrangement of the New Institution 
remains yet to be described. This is the Church and its doctrines; and they involve considerations of the highest interest and importance, inasmuch as a knowledge of truth on the subject of religion would per¬ 
manently establish the happiness of man; for it is the inconsistencies 
alone, proceeding from the want of this knowledge, which have created, and still create, a great proportion of the miseries which exist in the 
world. 

"The only certain criterion of truth is, that it is ever consistent 
with itself; it remains one and the same, under every view and com¬ 
parison of it which can be made; while error will not stand the test 
of this investigation and comparison, because it ever leads to absurd 
conclusions. " Those whose minds are equal to the subject will, ere this, have 
discovered that the principles in which mankind have been hitherto 
instructed, and by which they have been governed, will not bear the 
test of this criterion. Investigate and compare them; they betray 
absurdity, folly, and weakness; hence the infinity of jarring opinions, 
dissensions, and miseries, which have hitherto prevailed. " Had any one of the various opposing systems which have governed the world, and disunited man from man, been true, without any mix¬ 
ture of error,—that system, very speedily after its public promulgation, would have pervaded society, and compelled all men to have acknow¬ 
ledged its truth. " The criterion however which has been stated, shows that they are 
all, without an exception, in part inconsistent with the works of nature; that is, with the facts which exist around us. Those systems therefore 
must have contained some fundamental errors; and it is utterly im¬ 
possible for man to become rational, or enjoy the happiness he is capa¬ ble of attaining, until those errors are exposed and annihilated. " Each of those systems contains some truth with more error : hence it is that no one of them has gained, or is likely to gain, universality. " The truth which the several systems possess, serves to cover and 
perpetuate the errors which they contain ; but those errors are most 
obvious to all those who have not, from infancy, been taught to receive 
them. 

" Is proof demanded? Ask, in succession, those who arc esteemed the 
most intelligent and enlightened of every sect and party, what is their 
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opinion of every other sect and party throughout the world. Is it not 
evident that, without one exception, the answer of each will he, that 
they all contain errors so clearly in opposition to reason and equity, 
that he can feel only pity and£ deep commiseration for the individuals 
whose minds have been thus perverted and rendered irrational I And 
this reply they will all make, unconscious that they themselves are of 
the number whom they commiserate. 

" The doctrines which have been taught to every known sect, com¬ 
bined with the external circumstances by which they have been sur¬ 
rounded, have been directly calculated, and could not fail to produco 
the characters which have existed. And the doctrines in which the 
inhabitants of the world are now instructed, combined with the ex¬ 
ternal circumstances by which they are surrounded, form the charac¬ 
ters which at present pervades society. " The doctrines which have been and now are taught throughout the 
wotld, must necessarily create and perpetuate, and they do create and 
perpetuate, a total want of mental charity among men. They also 
generate superstition, bigotry, hypocrisy, hatred, revenge, wars, and all 
their evil consequences. For it has been and is a fundamental prin¬ 
ciple in every system hitherto taught, with exceptions more non inal 
than real, ' That man will possess merit, and receive eternal reward, 
by believing the doctrines of that peculiar system ; that he will be eter¬ 
nally punished if he disbelieves them ; that all those innumerable in¬ 
dividuals also, who, through time, have not been taught to believe other 
than the tenets of this system, must be doomed to eternal misery;' yet 
Nature itself, in all its works, is perpetually operating to convince man 
of such gross absurdities. 

" Yes, my deluded fellowmen, believe me, for your future happiness, 
that the facts around us, when you shall observe them aright, will make 
it evident, even to demonstration, that all such doctrines must be erro¬ 
neous, because the will of man has no power whatever over his 
opinions; he must, and ever did, and ever will believe what has 
been, is, or may be impressed on his mind by his predecessors, and 
the circumstances which surround him. It becomes therefore the 
essence of irrationality to suppose that any human being, from the 
creation to this day, could deserve praise or blame, reward or punish¬ 
ment, for the prepossession of early education. 

" It is from these fundamental errors in all systems which have been 
hitherto taught to the mass of mankind, that the misery of the human 
race has to so great an extent proceeded; for, in consequence of it, 
man has been always instructed from infancy to believe impossibilities, 
he is still taught to pursue the same insane course, and the result still 
is misery. Let this source of wretchedness, this most lamentable of all 
errors, this scourge of the human race, be publicly exposed ; and let 
those just principles be introduced, which prove themselves true by 
their uniform consistency, and the evidences of our senses; hence in¬ 
sincerity, hatred, revenge, and even a wish to injure a fellow-creature, 
will ere long bo unknown; and mental charity, heartfelt benevolence, 
and acts of kindness to one another, will be the distinguishing charac¬ 
teristics of human nature. 

" Shall then misery most complicated and cxtensivo be experienced, 
from the prince to the peasant, in all nations throughout the world, and 
shall its cause and prevention be known, and yet withheld The 
knowledge of this cause, however, cannot be communicated to man¬ 
kind without offending against the deep-rooted prejudices of all. The 
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work is therefore replete with difficulties, which can alone be overcome 
by those who, foreseeing all its important practical advantages, may be 
induced to contend against them. " Yet, difficult as it may be to establish this grand truth generally 
throughout society, on account of the dark and gross errors in which 
the world to this period has been instructed, it will be found, whenever 
the subject shall undergo a full investigation, that the principles now 
brought forward cannot, by possibility, injure any class of men, or even 
a single individual. On the contrary, there is not one member of the 
great family of the world, from the highest to the lowest, that will not 
dorive the most important benefits from its public promulgation. And 
when such incalculable, substantial, and permanent advantages are 
clearly seen and strongly felt, shall individual considerations be for a 
moment put in competition with its attainment No! Ease, comfort, 
the good opinion of a part of society, and even life itself, may be sacri¬ 
ficed to those prejudices; and yet the principles on which this know¬ 
ledge is founded must ultimately and universally prevail. " This high event, of unequalled magnitude in the history of huma¬ 
nity, is thus confidently predicted, because the knowledge whence that 
confidence proceeds is not derived from any of the uncertain legends of 
the days of dark and gross ignorance, but from the plain and obvious 
facts which now exist throughout the world. Due attention to these 
facts, to these truly revealed works of nature, will soon instruct, or 
rather compel mankind to discover the universal errors in which they have been trained. 

"The principle, then, on which the doctrines taught in the New 
Institution are proposed to be founded, is, that they shall be in unison 
with universally revealed facts, which cannot but be true. " The following are some of the facts, which, with a view to this part of the undertaking, may be deemed fundamental:— 

" That man is born with a desire to obtain happiness, which desire 
is the primary cause of all his actions, continues through life, and, in 
popular language, is called self-interest. " That he is also born with the germs of animal propensities, or the 
desires to sustain, enjoy, and propagate life; and which desires, as they 
grow and develop themselves, are termed his natural inclinations. " That he is born likewise with faculties which, in their growth re¬ 
ceive, convey, compare, and become conscious of receiving and com¬ 
paring ideas. 

" That the ideas so received, conveyed, compared, and understood, 
constitute human knowledge, or mind, which acquires strength and 
maturity with the growth of the individual. " That the desire of happiness in man, the germs of his natural in¬ 
clinations, and the faculties by which he acquires knowledge, are 
formed, unknown to himself, in the womb ; and whether perfect or 
imperfect, they are alone the immediate work of the Creator, and over 
which the infant and future man have no control. 

" That these inclinations and faculties are not formed exactly alike 
in any two individuals ; hence the diversity of talents, and the varied 
impressions called liking and disliking, which the same external objects 
make on different persons, and the lesser varieties which exist among men whose characters have been formed apparently under similar cir¬ 
cumstances. " That the knowledge which man receives is derived from the objects 
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around him, and chiefly from the example and instruction of his im¬ 
mediate predecessors. " That this knowledge may be limited or extended, erroneous or true ; 
limited when the individual receives few, and extended when he receives 
many ideas ; erroneous when those ideas are inconsistent with the facts 
which exist around him, and true when they are uniformly consistent 
with them. 

"That the misery which he experiences, and the happiness which he 
enjoys, depend on the kind and degree of knowledge which he receives, 
and on that which is possessed by those around him. 

"That when the knowledge which he receives is true and unmixed 
with error, although it be limited, if the community in which he lives 
possesses the same kind and degree of knowledge, he will enjoy happi¬ 
ness in proportion to the extent of that knowledge. On the contrary, 
when the opinions which he receives are erroneous, and the opinions 
possessed by the community in which he resides are equally erroneous, 
his misery will be in proportion to the extent of those erroneous opi¬ 
nions. 

"That when the knowledge which man receives shall be extended to 
its utmost limit, and true without any mixture of error, then he may and 
will enjoy all the happiness of which his nature will be capable. 

" That it consequently becomes of the first and highest importance 
that man should be taught to distinguish truth from error. 

" That man has no other means of discovering what is false, except 
by his faculty of reason, or power of acquiring and comparing the ideas 
which he receives. 

" That when this faculty is properly cultivated or trained from in¬ 
fancy, and the child is rationally instructed to retain no impressions or 
ideas, which by his powers of comparing them appear to be inconsistent, 
then the individual will acquire real knowledge, or those ideas only 
which will leave an impression of their consistency or truth, on all 
minds which have not been rendered irrational by an opposite proce¬ 
dure. 

" That the reasoning faculty may be injured and destroyed during 
its growth, by reiterated impressions being made upon it of notions not 
derived from realities, and which it therefore cannot compare with the 
ideas previously received from the objects around it. And when the 
mind receives these notions which it cannot comprehend, along with 
those ideas which it is conscious are true, and yet inconsistent with such 
notions, then the reasoning faculties become injured, the individual is 
taught or forced to believe, and not to think or reason, and partial in¬ 
sanity or defective powers of judging ensue. 

" That all men are thus erroneously trained at present, and hence the 
inconsistencies and misery of the world. _ " That the fundamental errors now impressed from infancy on the 
minds of all men, and from whence all their other errors proceed, are, 
that they form their own individual characters, and possess merit or 
demerit for the peculiar notions impressed on the mind during its early 
growth, before they have acquired strength and experience to judge of 
or resist the impression of those notions or opinions, which, on investi¬ 
gation, appear contradictions to facts existing around them, and which 
are therefore false. 

" That these false notions have ever produced evil and misery in the 
world, and that they still disseminate them in every direction. 
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" That the sole cause of their existence hitherto has been man's ig¬ norance of human nature, while their consequences have been—all the 
evil and misery, except those of accidents, disease, and death, with which 
man has been and is afflicted : and that the evil and misery which arise 
from accidents, disease and death, are also greatly increased and ex¬ 
tended by man's ignorance of himself. " That in proportion as man's desire of self-happiness, or his self-love, is directed by true knowledge, those actions will abound which are vir¬ 
tuous and beneficial to man ; that in proportion as it is influenced by false notions, or the absence of true knowledge, those actions will 
prevail which generate crimes, from whence arises an endless va¬ 
riety of misery ; and consequently, that every rational means should be 
now adopted to detect error, and increase true knowledge among men. " That when these truths are made evident, every individual will ne¬ 
cessarily endeavour to promote the happiness of every other individual 
within his sphere of action; because he must clearly, and without any 
doubt, comprehend such conduct to be the essence of self-interest, or 
the true cause of self-unhappiness. " Here, then, is a firm foundation on which to erect vital religion, 
pure and undefiled, and the only one which, without any counteracting 
evil, can give peace and happiness to man. " It is to bring into practical operation, in forming the characters of • men, these most important of all truths, that the religious part of the 
Institution at New Lanark will he chiefly directed, and such are the 
fundamental principles upon which the Instructor will proceed. They are thus publicly avowed before all men, that they may undergo dis¬ 
cussion, and the most severe scrutiny and investigation. 

"Let those, therefore, who are esteemed the most learned and wise 
throughout the various states and empires of the world, examine them 
to their foundation, compare them with every fact which exists; and if 
the shadow of inconsistency or falsehood be discovered, let it he pub¬ 
licly exposed, that error may not more abound. " But should they withstand this extended ordeal, and prove them¬ 
selves uniformly consistent with every known fact, and therefore true, then let it be declared, that man may be permitted by man to become 
rational, and that the misery of the world may be speedily removed. " True, indeed, it is, that all the measures now proposed are only a 
compromise with the errors of the present systems ; but as these errors 
now almost universally exist, and must bo overcome solely by the force 
of reason, and as reason, to effect the most beneficial purposes, makes 
her advance by slow degrees, and progressively substantiates one truth 
of high import after another, it will he evident, to minds of comprehen¬ sive and accurate thought, that by these and similar compromises alone 
can success be rationally expected in practice. For such compromises 
bring truth and error before the public; and whenever they are fairly exhibited together, truth must ultimately prevail. " As many of the inconsistencies of the present systems are evident 
to the most intelligent and well-disposed minds, the way for the public admission of the important truths, which have now been in part un¬ 
folded*, seems to be rendered easy ; and it is confidently expected that 
the period is at hand, when man, through ignorance, shall not much 
longer inflict unnecessary misery on man; because the mass of mankind 

* " As soon as the public mind shall be sufficiently prepared to receive it, the 
practical detail of this system shall be fully developed." 
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will become enlightened, and clearly discern, that by so acting they will 
inevitably create misery to themselves. 

" For the extensive knowledge of the facts which present themselves 
on the globe makes it evident to those whose reasoning faculties have 
not been entirely paralyzed, that all mankind firmly believe, that every¬ 
body, except themselves, has been grievously deceived in his funda¬ 
mental principles ; and feel the utmost astonishment that the nations of 
the world could embrace such gross inconsistencies for divine or poli¬ 
tical truths. Most persons are now also prepared to understand, that 
these weaknesses are firmly and conscientiously fixed in the minds of 
millions, who, when born, possessed equal faculties with themselves. 
And, although they plainly discern in others what they deem inconceiv¬ 
able aberrations of the mental powers, yet, in despite of such facts, they 
are taught to believe, that they themselves could not have been so de¬ 
ceived; and this impression is made upon the infant mind with the 
greatest ease, whether it be to create followers of the most ignorant, or 
of the most enlightened systems. " The inhabitants of the world are, therefore, abundantly conscious of 
the inconsistencies contained in those systems, in which all have been 
trained, out of the pale of their own peculiar, and, as they are taught to 
believe, highly-favoured sect; and yet the number of the largest sect in 
the world is small, when compared with the remaining sects which have 
been instructed to think the notions of that larger division an error of 
the grossest kind, proceeding alone from the ignorance or deception of 
their predecessors. " All that is now requisite, previous to withdrawing the last mental 
bandage by which hitherto the human race has been kept in darkness 
and misery, is, by calm and patient reasoning to tranquillize the public 
mind, and thus to prevent the evil effects which might arise from the too 
sudden prospect of freely enjoying rational liberty of mind. 

"To withdraw that bandage without danger, reason must be judici¬ 
ously applied to lead men of every sect (for all have been in part abused) 
to reflect, that if untold myriads of beings, formed like themselves, have 
been so grossly deceived as they believe them to have been, what power 
in nature was there to prevent them from being equally deceived 

" Such reflections, steadily pursued by those who are anxious to follow 
the plain and sinple path of reason, will soon make it obvious that the 
inconsistencies which they beheld in all other toots out of their own 
pale, arc precisely similar to those which all other sects can readily dis¬ 
cover within that pale. " It is not, however, to be imagined, that this free and open exposure 
of the gross errors in which the existing generation has been instructed, 
should he forthwith palatable to the world; it would bo contrary to rea¬ 
son to form any such expectations. " Yet, as evil exists, and as man cannot be rational, nor of course 
happy, until the cause of it shall he removed, the writer, like a physician 
who feels the deepest interest in the welfare of his patient, has hitherto 
administered of this unpalatable restorative tho smallest quantity which 
he deemed sufficient for the purpose; he now waits to see the effects 
which that may produce. Should the application not prove of suffi¬ 
cient strength to remove the mental disorder, he promises that it shall 
be increased, until sound health to the public mind be firmly and per¬ 
manently established," 

For the morality of the new world see the practice in detail of my 
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proceedings at New Lanark, published in my " Essays on the Formation 
of Character." 

Some of my audience, I know, are most anxious to learn my opinion 
upon the subject of Deity or God. Considering how men have been 
taught, I am not surprised that they should feel a deep interest upon this 
subject. 

But of what moment is my opinion, or any man's opinion, upon mat¬ 
ters of mystery beyond present human means of unravelling 1 

It is of no real importance what my opinions may be upon this my¬ 
stery, any more than the notions that any other individual may be com¬ 
pelled to have upon the subject. I say compelled to have, because whatever opinions are entertained by 
any one he is compelled to entertain them, whether he wishes to do so 
or not—he has no merit or demerit for them, whatever they may be. 
And for my opinions respecting Deity, or that Power by which Creation 
is controlled, I can have neither merit or demerit; whatever they are, 
I am compelled to have them, whether I desire to entertain them or not. 
My opinion on this subject has been formed for me in the same manner 
that all other opinions have been formed for me upon every other sub¬ 
ject—that is, by the strongest evidence that has been presented to my mind. But, whatever this evidence may be, it does in no way affect the 
subject under consideration. Whatever is the result which the evi¬ 
dence I have received has produced on my mind, it will not, in any 
degree, alter or change the fact; nor will the notions of all the men 
that have lived, or that now live, make the slightest difference as to the 
facts or truth, or the existence or non-existence of a material personal 
Deity, or of an impersonal spiritual Power. And with the knowledge of 
the facts yet known to the human race upon these so long disputed 
points, the opinions of all the men in the world, when they proceed one 
step beyond these facts into the boundless wilds of conjecture, are value¬ 
less, except in so far as they accord with all known facts. And by any 
parties assuming a knowledge of mysteries beyond human comprehen¬ 
sion, and in opposition to the ascertained laws of nature, they do a great 
injury to society, and to themselves as forming a part of that society. 

From what I have stated it will be evident that my opinion upon this 
subject cannot alter the fact or truth respecting it in the slightest degree, 
and can be of no more value than the conscientious or true conviction 
of any other person. 

With this explanation I give my convictions upon this subject as freely 
and as honestly as I would give them on any other subject—in the 
same straightforward manner as when men shall, without the fear of 
anger or displeasure, or evil of any kind, express the genuine convic¬ 
tions and feelings which they cannot avoid possessing. And I hope 
that this happy period is rapidly approaching. 

My opinion then is, as 1 have often stated, that there is a Power 
which directs the atom and controls the aggregate of nature; a Power, 
in fact, which governs the universe as it is governed: but what this 
Power is, or what is the essence of the qualities which compose it—no 
man knows—the united experience of the world has not yet discovered. 
It is not in the slightest degree probable that this Power has ever declared 
itself in any of the imperfect and local languages of man. And when 
any parties, in any country, in ancient or modern limes, have said or 
written that God has said so and so, the true and only rational reading 
is, that some priest or cunning man of that period and district said or 
wrote so and so. 
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These pretended sayings and writings of God have done more to pro¬ 
duce and maintain bad passions and feelings among men, and generate 
evil throughout the world, than all other causes united. And, at this 
day, they are the greatest obstacle in the progress of human improve¬ 
ment and happiness, being an effectual bar to the attainment of all the 
highest capabilities of human nature. They prevent measures being 
introduced into immediate practice that would insure to every one use¬ 
ful practical knowledge, a superfluity of wealth, a superior character, 
physical,intellectual, moral, and practical, and a most virtuous and happy 
state of existence for the population of the world. 

Yes! these so-called divine sayings and writings, which abound in 
contradiction to each other over the world, are now the &ole cause of the 
continuance of ignorance, poverty, division, crime, and of almost all the 
misery now experienced by the human race. 

But yet the individuals who conscientiously teach or believe these doc¬ 
trines, in the various nations of the world, are blameless for so doing. 
They will heivceforward create the commiseration of all who shall be 
made rational, without exciting either anger or disagreeable feelings, 
except to create motives to remove in a kind manner the ignorance or 
inexperience whence such very irrational notions could proceed. 

It is the knowledge of the cause of the error of these so-called divine 
mysteries, of mysteries of men's devising, that will prepare the way for 
the establishment of permanent peace and good-will among mankind, 
and of that pure and divine charity, if anything can be properly called 
divine, that will become universal, and cordially unite man to man 
throughout the world as members of one affectionate family. 

May you now depart filled with the spirit of this charity, and may it 
speedily pervade all the nations and people of the earth. 

THE END OF THE FIRST LECTURE. 

[T/te Second Lecture will shortly be published.'] 

PRINTED BY RICHARD AND JOHN E. TAYLOR, 
RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET. 
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