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I.—TO THE ELECTORS OF LONDON, 

HE Election of March 5th, 1892, marks a turning point in the history of your city. 
London is at last becoming conscious of herself. The province covered with houses, this great 

Babylon which the jerry builder has so largely built, is now emerging from a state of inorganic help¬ 
lessness into a consciousness of civic unity and civic life. This Election will register the coming of 

age of this Greater London, heir of all the traditional glories of the city, but strong in the strength and 

glowing with the vitality of her five million citizens. 

It is this which gives the pending Elections their supreme significance. A contest which at its inception 
threatened to be a mere fulldress rehearsal for the General Election, has developed until we now see the 
evolution of a great municipal entity, and has revealed to the somewhat startled wire-pullers the existence 
of Londoners who believe in London as Parisians believe in Paris. 

The question, the question of questions at this Election, is not any of the articles in the rival programmes, 
not even the great and dominant issue, whether or not you approve of the policy of the London County 
Council. The question that underlies all other questions is, DO YOU BELIEVE IN LONDON 

For many candidates London as a city does not even so much as exist. They believe in their party or 
in their parish, but the London which we can see to-day, as Milton saw England in his time " like an eagle 
mewing her mighty youth and kindling her undazzled eyes at the full mid-day beam," is hidden from their 
eyes. But the millions have begun to feel, have begun to see, have begun to believe, and in that faith 
they will conquer. 

It is this new-born faith in London which will find expression at the polls. "What London wants to see 
what London will achieve, is not the triumph of a party, but the selection from among her five millions of 
five or six score of the most competent, the most public-spirited of her citizens, to whom she can safely 
entrust the working out of her destinies during the next three years. The task is so great that no good and 
capable man should be ostracised on account of party or of programme. It is a scandal that many capable 
persons are forbidden to serve our city merely on account of the accident of their sex; but for this disability 
London is not responsible, and its existence, by narrowing the area of selection, increases the necessity for 
selecting the most able and trustworthy in the moiety from which alone candidates can be chosen. 

London must be governed by men who believe in London, and who trust Londoners. The new County 
Council which will issue from this election will have the kindling consciousness of representing the aspira¬ 
tions and embodying the will of the citizens of no mean city, and our first duty as Electors is to see that 
such a Council is composed of men worthy of holding so great a trust. 

In this small Handbook an attempt is made to put together some facts and to suggest some ideas that 
may be useful in guiding the Electors in the choice of Representatives. It is not issued in the interest 
of any party. It is issued in the belief that London is greater than parties, and that London's interests will 
be best served by getting the best men to the front and keeping them there. If this is done, and 
it must be done resolutely and promptly, by men who have faith in God and in their City, 
then, to paraphrase Lowell's famous poem about the Americans during the Civil "War, it will be 
felt indeed that— 

Earth's biggest Bab'lon's got her soul 
And risen up Earth's greatest City. 

WILLIAM T. STEAD. 
Mowbray House, Temple, W.O., 

February 26th, 1892. 
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II.—THE ELECTION AND ITS ISSUES. 

I. THE STORY OF THE VALPARAISO RAT. 
'Tis fifty years since a great calamity overwhelmed the 

city of Valparaiso. It began in this way. A poor wretch 
of a rat was caught alive in a ship chandler's store, and a 
cruel brute of a storekeeper could not resist the tempta¬ 
tion to amuse himself by torturing the unlucky animal. 
Tying a string to its leg, he dipped it in turpentine, and 
then set fire to it, reiving upon the string to keep it 
under his eye until it was burnt to death. Unfortunately 
for him, and also for the city, the string was burnt through 
while the rat was still alive, and the moment it was free 
it ran all blazing as it was under a heap of oakum. The 
oakum caught tire, and a conflagration began which raged 
three days and three nights before it was extinguished. 
When at last it was overcome, it was found that one- 
third of the whole city lay in blackened ruins. One 
third of Valparaiso destroyed as the consequence of a 
brutal freak! 

TURPENTINING THE COUNTY COUNCIL. 
The story of the Valparaiso rat may be commended to 

the London counterparts of the savage storekeeper—who 
unfortunately are not one but many. The whole gang 
of journalists who for the last three years have amused 
themselves by dipping the London County Councillor in 
the hottest turpentine they could find in their sanctums, 
and then exhibiting him all scorched with ridicule before 
the readers of their papers, may yet suffer for their sport 
more severely than they dream of. Their victims will not 
burn down London, nor the third part thereof, but the net 
result of the merciless pastime pursued with such savage 
zest by the Times, the Standard, Punch, and other organs 
of West End society may easily, if not counteracted by 
vigorous efforts, be almost as disastrous for the 
permanent interests of this city. 

ITS RESULTS. 
For what is the immediate and inevitable result of the 

policy of persistent misrepresentation and abuse which 
has been the order of the day with the Reactionary Press 
of London Naturally it is to make many of the best 
citizens reluctant to make the personal sacrifices 
necessary to secure the good government of London. 
Municipal Government is carried on in this country 
by payment not in cash but in prestige. Men 
act for the most part from mixed motives. Very 
few go upon representative bcdies with the same lofty 
religious enthusiasm which leads heroic souls to volunteer 
for the mission field, and which led Father Damien to 
choose a living death among the lepers. Men go upon 
Town Councils partly from a desire to do the town some 
service; but this desire is powerfully seconded by the know¬ 
ledge that their services will be so much appreciated by 
their townsfolk that the mere fact of being in the Town 

Council gives them a local status which they could not 
otherwise have possessed. To be a Town Councillor in 
a provincial town is to be a somebody, to bean Alderman, 
is to be still more notable, while to be Mayor is the 
summit of local ambition. 

THE IMPORTANCE OP TRESTIGE. 
But who cares to be a County Councillor in London, 

when at least one-half of the most influential 
papers never lose an opportunity of holding the 
County Council up to public hatred, ridicule, and con¬ 
tempt So far as their influence extends they have 
destroyed the prestige of a County Councillor. In society, 
it is the last thing a man would be proud of, and as for being 
an Alderman, that title of honour is so seldom used that 
there are hardly a hundred men in all London who could 
tell who are Aldermen of the Council. Thus the process 
of turpentining the County Council tends directly to 
destroy one of the most powerful incentives that 
lead the best men to devote themselves to municipal 
service, and thereby at once narrows the area of choice for 
Councillors and opens the door for candidates of a lower 
type. A jobber has a hide that is impervious 
to the lampoons of the papers. A ranting dema¬ 
gogue prefers to be abused, for he regards 
the denunciations of the classes as the best credentials 
to the confidence of the masses. The Times, no doubt, 
would indignantly repudiate the accusation that it is 
doing its best to vulgarise the Council and debase the 
character of the Councillors, but the accusation is true. 
From the point of view of the readers of the Times, that 
is hardly a result which will contribute to the equanimity 
of the propertied classes and to ^the good government of 
London. 

THE CAMPAIGN OF DEFAMATION. 
Nor is it only the Times and its allies in the work of 

defamation that have contributed to the destruction of 
the prestige of the London County Councillor. Some 
years ago, a German ambassador, when asked as to the 
best means of preserving the peace of Europe, answered 
by advising the hanging of half a dozen newspapers, 
beginning with the editor of the Cologne Gazette. Pro¬ 
bably if Mr. Corbett, the zealous and intelligent Moderate 
Whip, were to be asked what would help him best to carry 
London, he would prescribe the immediate muzzling of 
certain newspapers, beginning with the Times. But it is 
not only the Moderates who are ill-served by their own Press. 
The Progressives have suffered almost as severely from 
some of their journalistic supporters, who have either 
gangrened the municipal question by crude and unworthy 
attempts to set class against class, or have prejudiced the 
whole case by their utter failure to present anything 
approaching a fair picture of the daily work of the 
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6 The County Council Election. 

Council. Partly this was due to zeal not according toestablish th e prestige of the County Council, replied in 
knowledge, a political immaturity which forgot that 
digestion is as necessary as swallowing, and that to 
force the County Council to undertake everything at 
once would destroy the only engine by which there was 
any hope of getting anything done. 

UNINTENTIONAL CARICATURE. 
But far more serious than any evil due to 

convictions, however erroneous, was the constant cari¬ 
cature of the work of the Council presented in what 
are by courtesy called reports of its proceedings. The 
work of the Council is so multifarious and immense that no 
newspaper could possibly report it asfully as the provincial 
papers report the proceedings of their local Councils. But 
as they must put something in about the Council 
meeting, they take the easiest method of getting some 
readable copy by reporting a passing squabble in 
the first person and passing over entirely a discus¬ 
sion affecting the health and happiness of millions. 
If County Councillor A loses his temper and calls County 
'Councillor B a bad name, every newspaper in London 
will report the bad name, describe every phase of the 
incident, and put headlines in their bill, " Scene in the 
County Council," to the exclusion of all intelligible reports 
even of the discussion in which the episode occurred, and 
this although the " scene" may have occupied less than 
four minutes in a sitting of four hours. Thus all sense of 
perspective is lost, and the Press, instead of being true to 
the function of a mirror wherein the public may see what 
passes among its representatives, only provides amonstrous 
distortion which bears no sort of resemblance to the real 
thing. It is all very well to paint your Cromwell, warts 
and all, but the Press in " reporting " the County Council 
habitually paints the warts so much in the foreground 
that there is no time or place to paint Cromwell at all. 

JOURNALISTS OF THE PIMPLE. 
Add to this, the school of latter-day journalists who 

have risen up amongst us, who imagine that they are 
smart when they are only impudent, and who think them¬ 
selves mighty clever when they are only very vulgar. 
This school of scribblers, if they had been employed 
to report the events recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, 
would have told us all about a stray pimple 
on St. Paul's nose or a patch in St. Peter's mantle, but 
they would have omitted as " too dull for anything " 
all account of the doctrine of the men whose preaching 
regenerated Em-ope. The result of all these causes is 
that there are probably at least a million people in 
London whose only idea of the London County Council is 
that it is a kind of Paul Pry which made a fool of itself 
about Zaso's back. Notmuch temptation for those who are 
hesitating whether or not they will incur the expense to 
give up the time that must be sacrificed by all those 
who seek to do their share in the government of 
London 

THE NEED FOR DISCOUNTING THE PRESS. 
It is not to be wondered at that a retiring County 

Councillor who was asked what could be done to re- 

the bitterness of his soul, " I don't think you can do any¬ 
thing unless you gag the Press." Of course, no one wishes 
to gag the Press; but in this matter of the County 
Council the first step towards understanding where we 
are and how things stand is to discount the Press, and 
meanwhile to try to impress upon its writers some sense 
of their responsibility to their fellow citizens. 

They have for the most part done mischief and nothing 
but mischief. They have failed in their first duty to the 
public, which is to give accurate reports of what actually 
occurs, and so far as London government is concerned, 
until the very eve of the elections, we should 
probably be better off' if no London newspaper had 
printed a single paragraph about the Council from first 
to last. On this point Progressist and Moderate are 
practically at one, and no one is more angry and in¬ 
dignant with the Times and its libellous fellows than 
those Moderates who see that in the coming election their 
greatest difficulty will be the direct result of these in¬ 
famous tactics of persistent and malignant misrepre¬ 
sentation. 

II.—" THESE RASCALS." 
The other day a charming representative of the ancient 

aristocracy of England, seated in front of a cheery fire 
in a West End mansion, remarked complacently that it 
was really the duty of everyone to remain in town just 
now to help to defeat "these rascals of the County 
Council, as we had defeated them on the School Board." 

" We have at last got rid of their swimming baths, and 
their pianos for the Board scholars ; now we must get rid of 
these rascals who are ruining us with rates, and who will 
end by driving us all into the workhouse." The phrase 
was picturesque and piquant. It embodies in a sentence 
the whole philosophy of the opposition to the County 
Council and its programme. " These Rascals Down 
with these rascals!" In so sacred a cause anything is 
justifiable. Give a dog a bad name, and hang him. And 
as the rascals are to be slain, better accuse them of 
raising the rates which in reality they have actually 
reduced. " THE BEGGARS." 

" The Rascals !" It is a good phrase and one that ought 
to sweep London. Long ago another aristocrat of a 
different type from the comfortable denizen of Mayfair 
flung in scorn a similar title at the poor, plain, un¬ 
titled burghers, who dared to die for liberty behind the 
dykes of Holland. " The Beggars," the Spaniards' term 
of contumely, became the Dutchman's word of pride, and 
the Beggars of the Sea and the Beggars of the Land in¬ 
creased from strength to strength until they humbled the 
pride of Imperial Spain and extinguished the fires of 
persecution throughout the whole of their fatherland. 
What " the Beggars " did in Holland " these Rascals " will 
do in London yet. 

WHO ARE " THESE RASCALS " 
For who are "these Rascals" Not the so-called Pro¬ 

gressive party by any means. The Progressives have a 
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The Election and Its Issues. 7 

majority, but it is an impudent imposture to claim all the 
good work of the Council for the Progressive party. The 
policy of the London County Council, which has earned 
for it the detestation of the Times and the classes for 
whom the Times speaks, is the work of the Council as a 
whole. The policy of caring for the welfare of the masses 
of the people, the anxious forethought which has led to 
the reconsideration of all contracts which may lead to 
injustice to the cause of the labouring man ; the deter¬ 
mination to provide as far as possible for free open spaces 
in the midst of the densely-packed millions of our indus¬ 
trial population ; and, above all, the provision of music 
and playgrounds for the recreation and enjoyment of the 
people—these things which excite the fierce indignation of 
the privileged few who have closed the swimming baths of 
the schools and denied the little ones the occasional 
use of the piano—these great and beneficent services 
have been rendered to London not by the Progressives 
alone, but by the County Council as a whole. It is not 
a party, therefore, that is assailed as the Rascals, it is the 
whole Council, the whole of the elected representatives 
of the people of London—Progressive and Moderate. 
And why Rascals Because they look after the interests 
of their constituents and endeavour to do their duty 
faithfully and honestly to the greatest city in the world. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL. 
" Rascals " forsooth—and who are these Rascals The 

London County Council consists of 137 members of 
varying degrees of reputation from Lord Rosebery and 
Lord Hobhouse at the top, to the Rev. H. B. Chapman 
and Sir R. Hanson at the bottom, but among the 
whole 137 there is not one man who has even been 
suspected of corruption or of abuse of trust. A 
more incorruptible body of men never assembled for 
the government of a great city. Nor is it merely in 
the absence of the grosser forms of corruption that these 
County Councillors have made their three years of office 
a brilliant example of public spirit and civic devotion. 
The London County Council was young. It was therefore 
inexperienced, and rash, and impulsive. It had all the faults, 
but it had all the magnificent qualities of youth. It has 
showed an enthusiasm which nothing could damp, a zeal for 
the welfare of the people which had never before been 
equalled, much less excelled, in the memory of living 
Londoners; it has displayed a courage verging on audacity 
in the way in which it grappled with the most difficult 
problems, and at least fifty per cent, of its members have 
shown themselves to be real gluttons for work. There 
has been something of antique civic patriotism—if we 
may perpetrate the phrase—in their boundless devotion 
to the city which they represent, a devotion which is 
its one sufficing reward. For other reward they have 
none. Not even an approving word from the people for 
whom they have laboured and spent their strength and 
their substance amid the jibes of the Press and the 
denunciations of all the robbers and monopolists and 
sweaters and vendors of obscenity, whose profits they 
have threatened. 

WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A COUNTY COUNCILLOR. 
Consider for a moment what the County Council costs 

those who are County Councillors To begin with, to 
get yourself elected involves a month's stiff electioneering, 
and an expenditure, which, take it all round, cannot 
average less than £100 per candidate. John Burns 
fought and won Battersea on an outlay of £18, but John 
Burnsis exceptional. The average candidate forthechance 
of taking his place in the pillory of the Times and its allies 
as one of "these Rascals," has to spend £100. As there are 
118 elected members, this represents a cash outlay, before 
the Council assembles, of nearly £12,000. That, however, 
is but the beginning of expenditure. Experienced Coun¬ 
cillors declare that, taking one week with another, and 
calculating the cost of travelling and refreshments, you 
cannot get through the work of a County Councillor 
much under £100 per annum in addition to your ordinary 
living expenditure. Some spend more, some less, but 
average it all round, the County Councillor, in addition 
to spending £100 for his election, spends £100 a year in 
expenses that but for his Councillorship he would not 
have incurred. 

A NOTABLE CONTRAST. 
That brings up the money which the Councillors 

are fined for serving the City to close on £o0,000, 
which, it may be noted incidentally, is just half 
as much as the sum that is spent every year on dinners 
by the members of the City Companies. What a con¬ 
trast The County Councillors are practically fined 
£50,000, which they have to pay out of their own pockets, 
before they are allowed to devote their energies and their 
time to the unpaid service of the citizens, while the 
members of the City Companies reward themselves for 

doing nothing by dining and wining to the extent of 

£100,000 per annum with the money that ought to be 
devoted to the benefit of the whole community. 

THE SACRIFICE OF TIME. 
But that is not all. Of the 137 members of the 

County Council—for the Aldermen have just as many 
expenses after election as the Councillors—at least a dozen 

literally give up their whole fives to the work of the 
town. There are men on "both sides of the Council who 
have dedicated themselves to the service of London in 
the same religious spirit that men dedicate themselves to 
the service of the Church, without any expectation of a 
fat living or a comfortable stipend. These men have in 
some instances sacrificed their businesses and injured 
their health by their devotion to the government of 
London. They are at it all day and every day, render¬ 

ing an unpaid service of intelligence and industry 
which no money could buy, the cash value of 

which, estimated in mere loss of earning capacity 
during the time in which they are attending, not 
to their own affairs but to those of the community, is very 
great. Besides those dozen men who may be said to live 
in committee-rooms and in the supervision of the muni¬ 

cipal service, there are at least fifty men who give fully 
half their time to the government of London. The 

remaining sixty probably do not give more than one day 
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in the week. Averaging it all round, therefore, we may 
say fairly that each Councillor devotes two days a week 
to the service of the town. If you had to buy 
these two days at the market rate, paying per 
day the salary or wages earned the other four days 
of the week, how much do you think it would amount 
to Only the income-tax collSotors could assess ac¬ 
curately the annual average income of eaeh member of 
the Council, but it is probably not much under £750 per 
annum, if indeed it is not a good deal above £1,000. 
Taking the earning capacity of each member of the 
Council at 50s. per working day, it will be seen that for the 
two days a week which they devote to the service of the 
city, they sacrifice on an average about £250 per annum. 
Reduce this to £200 a year, and this is how the County 
Councillor's balance-sheet stands:—• 

County Councillor in Account with the Public. 
Cr. Dr. 

The approval of his own Election Ex- 
Conscience penses £100 0 0 

Out-of-pocket 
Expenses on 
the Council, 
at £100 per 
ann. three 
years 300 0 0 

Two days a 
week abstrac¬ 
ted frombusi- 
ness produces 
50s. per day 
for three 
years 750 0 0 

Ridicule, d e - 
nunciation, 
misrepresen - 
tation, etc., 
etc. 

£1,150 0 0 
Multiply this by 137 and you have, after deducting 

£1,900 election expenses not incurred by the Aldermen, 
a total money fine of £160,000 paid, and paid cheerfully, in 
money or in time, which is the equivalent of money, 
in order that they may be permitted an opportunity of 
serving the community. 

A fine of £150,000. 
£150,000 falling upon one hundred and thirty-seven 

men, not one of whom is under any greater obligations to 
make sacrifices for the community than any other of the 
five million inhabitants of London! Surely such readiness 
to spend one's substance in order to be spent in the public 
service demands more recognition at the hands of their 
fellow citizens than they have yet received. This healthy 
voluntary Eelf-sacrifice is the element which saves nations. 
When it disappears moral death follows. All intelligent 
communities recognise with the highest honour those who 
thus dedicate their time and substance to the service of 
the State. Only in London, do those who have most to 
lose if the control of London should fall into the hands 
of a corrupt self-seeking ring of contractors, jobbers, and 
thieves, exhaust the resources of the means of publicity 

at their command to cover with contumely the men who 
from the highest of motives are devoting their lives to 
the unpaid service of their fellow citizens. Snch fatuous 
and criminal folly if persisted in can only have one result. 

MAKE ROOM FOR THE THIEVES 
The men of principle and of substance, whom it ought 

to be the chief object of every intelligent State to press 
into its service, will gradually be ousted from the 
service of the Council. Their places will be 
taken by place-hunters, whose watchword is, " I don't 
believe in princerpul, but, oh! I du in int'rest !" 
Thick-skinned thieves, as oblivious to the censures of 
public opinion as Boss Tweed was to the protests of the 
New York press, will sit in the place of the Roseberys, 
and the Comptons, and the Beachcrofts. The govern¬ 
ment of London will become the sport of those who 
regard the City as a happy hunting-ground for the jobber 
and the contractor, and too late the Classes and their 
organs will discover that they have got rid of "these 
Rascals" only in order to hand over the city, bound 
hand and foot, to the Rascality which will treat the rat¬ 
able property of London—let us say as the City Com¬ 
panies treat the funds of which they are the trustees. 

III.-THIS WAY TO TAMMANY HALL! 
" It is no use. It is too late. This election is going to 

be fought on the strictest party lines. The issues are no 
longer municipal, they are political. The contest for the 
County Council is important, chiefly, if not altogether, 
because it is a full dress rehearsal of the coming Parlia¬ 
mentary election. The constituencies are the same, the 
electors are the same, and the issues are the same, for the 
only real issue before London is this, whether or not 
London will vote the Gladstonian ticket at the General 
Election for or against Gladstonian Home Rule for Ire¬ 
land. That is the vital question. Everything else is mere 
byplay." 

A REHEARSAL FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION. 
Such is the language heard in every variety of explicit- 

ness in both camps. The unanimity of the wirepullers is 
quite touching. The party leaders in the constituencies, 
they declare, are thirsting for a stand-up fight on strict 
party lines. London and its affairs may indeed happen 
to concern the life, and health, and happiness of nearly 
five millions of people, but that is a very little thing com¬ 
pared with the chance of having a preliminary experi¬ 
mental test as to how the London seats are to be 
divided in the next House of Commons. To that, 
it is maintained in certain quarters, everything is 
to be sacrificed. The best men in the Council have 
to be cashiered if they happen to differ about Home 
Rule or the Union with the majority of their constituents. 
Lord Rosebery has been driven from the City, and Mr. 
Dickinson—Lord Rosebery 'a future successor in the chair— 
is to be driven from Wandsworth; not because either the 
City or Wandsworth can find any representative abler, 
more public-spirited, or more ideally fitted to represent 
their interests in the Council on all London questions, 
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but because the City and Wandsworth are Unionist, 
while Lord Rosebery and Mr. Dickinson are Gladstonians. 

THIS WAY TO TAMMANY 
The meaning of this is that if the wirepullers can have 

their way, London in a few years will be even as New 
York has been, only worse. For London is vaster, and 
her corruption will be on a corresponding scale. The 
road that ends in Tammany Hah begins, as every 
American observer tells us, in the subordination of all 
questions of municipal administration to the struggle of 
rival parties. The ex-President of Cornell University 
recently declared, in a carefully-written article on 
" The Government of American Cities," that, "without 
the slightest exaggeration, with very few excep¬ 
tions, the city governments of the United States 
are the worst in Christendom, the most expen¬ 
sive, the most inefficient, and the most corrupt. 
Everywhere are wretched wharves, foul docks, inadequate 
streets, and inefficient systems of sewerage, paving, and 
lighting. The city halls of the larger towns are the 
acknowledged centres of the vilest corruption.. As a rule 
few of the men who sit there have gained their positions 
by fitness or by public service; many have gained them by 
scoundrelism, some by crime." And why Because, says 
Mr. White, we (the Americans) "are attempting to govern 
our cities upon the evil theory that the city is a political 
body, and that its interior affairs have to do with national 
political parties and issues." 

THE ONLY WAY OF SALVATION. 
To remedy this hideous evil he declares we must 

place municipal before party issues and regard a 
city as a corporation, whose interests should never 
be subordinated to the exigencies of party wire¬ 
pullers and rival caucuses. Mr. Godkin, another eminent 
authority, after deploring the paralysis of the better 
elements in the government of New York, which leaves the 
poor of the city absolutely at the mercy of demagogues 
and thieves and impostors, declares that " the only key to 
reform is to learn the lesson which England has mastered, 
viz., that it is a solemn duty to treat cleanliness, and 
police, and drainage, and water supply as questions of 
business and philanthropy to be settled on their own 
merits From this duty there is for honest and humane 
men no escape. In this lies the solution of the great 
municipal problem. There is no other way in which 
modern cities can be saved." 

THE WAY OF DEATH. 
The way of the wirepuller and the party politician is 

the way of death. To subordinate municipal issues to the 
interests of the parties which are playing the great Parlia¬ 
mentary game of the Ins and the Outs, is the broad way 
that leads to Tammany Hall, and where Tammany is 
installed supreme it brings forth its Boss Tweeds, and 
every year the management of the city sinks into the 
hands of a more and more degraded class. As it has 
been in New York so it will be here, when we have all the 
conditions necessary to bring forth the harvest of corrup¬ 
tion, without the checks and safeguards which in pro¬ 

vincial towns prevent the intrusion of party politics 
becoming the bane of municipal life. 

LONDON AND IRELAND. 
If London is to have a People's Parliament it must be 

elected on issues that are municipal, and not political. 
Nor must the interests of the capital of the Empire be 
subordinated even to the establishment of a Parliament 
in College Green. To Londoners, London is of im¬ 
measurably greater importance than a score of Irelands. 
London—as Mr. Disraeli once said to those alarmists who 
were croaking about the Russian approach to Herat, the 
key of India—London is the real Key of India, London 
is the heart and head, the capital and the counting house, 
of the whole Empire. If Ireland were treated to Sydney 
Smith's prescription and submerged for half an hour 
under the Atlantic, Consols would not fall a fraction. 
But a catastrophe in London would be felt to the 
uttermost confines of the Empire. Ireland to London 
is as the toe to the heart. It is right and wise to attend 
to the gouty toe, but not at the expense of the seat of 
the centre of fife. But that is what will be done in 
London next month, wherever and whenever an elector 
votes for the worse candidate for London because his 
name is on the party ticket. 

TOM MOORE'S FABLE. 
One of Tom Moore's familiar fables for the Holy 

Alliance describes how a Scythian philosopher who 
strayed into the temple of Memphis :— 
" Saw a brisk blue-bottle Fly on an altar, 

Made much of and worshipped as something divine ; 
While a large, handsome Bullock, led there in an halter, 

Before it lay stabbed at the foot of the shrine." 

Surprised at such doings, the philosopher inquired why 
such a useful and powerful creature should be thus offered 
up to a blue-bottle fly, and was told— 

" That Fly on the shrine is Legitimate Right, 
And that Bullock the people that's sacrificed to it." 

If our Scythian could come to Wandsworth, andBatterseaj 
and the City to-day he would see the same marvellous 
sight, but in this case there are two flies on the shrine, 
and they are the rival caucuses of Unionism and Home 
Rule. Opposed to each other in every other point, they 
agree in demanding the sacrifice of the interests of five 
millions of Londoners before the shrine in which they 
keep up their eternal feud. 

OUR BLUE-BOTTLE FLY. 
What is wanted for London is the election of the best 

men regardless of party strife. It would have been the 
veriest madness of faction that would have led a Radical to 

oppose Mr. Beachcroft's re-election if he had been standing, 
or for a Conservative to oppose Mr. Dickinson's return 
for Wandsworth. Whenever such votes are given, the 
Bullock is offered to the blue-bottle Fly. London's 
interests, London's good government, London's welfare 
are subordinated to the purely factitious temporary 
interests of the party caucus. The question is whether 
or not this shameful sacrifice can be prevented. Hot 

partisans asseverate passionately that it is impossible. 
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They scout the idea of a mere municipal ticket as if it 
were high treason, and protest that the poll will show 
that all Gladstonians are on one side and all the 
Unionists on the other. 

LONDON MUST NOT GO TO THE WALL. 
In this they are reckoning without their hosts They 

are forgetting the great inert middle mass of opinion in 
London which does not care one straw for all the wire- 
pullers in the world, but which does care very much in¬ 
deed for the good government of the city in which they 
spend their lives. They forget also that the London 

i workman is very far indeed from being a passionate par¬ 
tisan either of Mr. Gladstone or of Lord Salisbury. The 
democracy of London was only roused once in our time 
by a London question, but the Home Rule Leaders 
were almost as apathetic as their opponents in the 
cause of the rights of the citizens to free speech and free 
procession. It the London householder dimly begins to 
perceive the real issues involved in London Government, 
there is more danger that he will subordinate the 
Parliamentary elections to London questions, than that 
he will endanger his parks and his trams, and his newly- 
recognised rights, for the sake of the Imperial issues 
debated at Westminster. 

THE PASSION FOR SOCIAL REFORM. 
Nor must it be forgotten that there is a comparatively 

new force to be reckoned with in the conviction that has 
been aroused in the Churches of all denominations that 
there is such a thing as civic religion, and that true 
religion demands right voting quite as much as regular 
praying. The zeal for social reform is entering as a 
consuming passion into the organised Christianity of 
London. It contributes a new and most hopeful factor 
to the life of this great city. Its operation can not be 
predicted with certainty, but one negative may be laid 
down with some confidence. The Church of Christ in its 
newly-awakened social enthusiasm is not going to descend 
into the civic arena merely in order to be roped in by 
party wirepullers. 

WANTED, A MUNICIPAL TICKET 
On the whole, then, when everything is taken into 

account, the prospect for the friends of good government 
and the welfare of the people of London is by no means 
so hopeless as it might at first have appeared. There is 
room for a Municipal Ticket made up from the best men 
of both sides, men who will work and who have time to 
work, practical men who know something of municipal 
government and local administration, and who are pre¬ 
pared to spend and be spent in the great work of civilising 
London. For London is very far from being civilised. 
In patches it is almost as savage as New Guinea. 
Professor Huxley, speaking from his own experience, has 
distinctly asserted his preference for the lot of a Papuan 
over the lot of a dweller in the slums. But as a first step 
to civilising London, it must be civicised. 

It would be a fatal retrogression to make it the mere 
-cockpit of party. 

WHO IS TO BLAME f 
The question of who is to blame for the ill-judged 

attempt to subordinate municipal issues to party caucuses, 
is easily answered. The blame originally lies at the door 
of the Progressives, and primarily at the door of the late 
Mr. J. B. Firth. The decision to pack the Council with 
eighteen Aldermen all of one political complexion, at which 
the Progressive majority arrived in 1889, under the 
advice of Mr. Firth, was responsible for the present 
trouble. It was a piece of sharp practice unworthy 
of the party that executed it, and it is to 
this we have to trace much of the subsequent soreness 
and sense of treachery which is undoubtedly felt by 
the minority. It is a good thing to beat your opponents. 
It is not a good thing to trample upon them when they 
are on the ground. If the Progressives had but selected 
their fair proportion of Aldermen, they would have been 
quite strong enough, and they would not have established 
a raw in the Council, which threatens to deprive it of 
some of its best members. 

WHAT THE MODERATES SAY. 
Mr. Corbett, the "Moderate" whip, who is carrying on 

an energetic campaign against some of the most useful 
members in the Council, says:— 

In my first address I expressed the hope that the Council 
would conduct its important work free from the bias of party 
politics. Those who have followed the proceedings of the 
Council are awaie how short-lived was that hope. The so- 
called Progressives having secured a large majority, proceeded 
to form a caucus, elect a leader and " whip," and have used 
this party machinery in the most unscrupulous and relentless 
way ever since. Their first act was to elect eighteen Alder¬ 
men of their own Party, out of the nineteen whom the 
Council had to select. To meet this unfair and high-handed 
action, and in self-defence, the " Moderate Party," of which I 
have the honour to be " whip," was formed. 

Colonel Rotton, his colleague in the representation of 
Clapham, says:— 

This introduction of political considerations into our 
debates has appeared to me to be in direct violation of the 
pledges given at their election in 1889, by the majority of 
the members of the Council; it has been injurious to the 
progress of business, and has lowered the Council in the 
estimation of the public. Whilst I have strenuously opposed 
the attempts which have been made in this direction, I 
have carefully avoided all political bias in my votes, remem- 
beiing that I am the representative of all political parties, and am a member of a body whose duty it is to carry out 
the laws—not to make them. 

THE TRUE VOICE. 
That this is not alone the opinion of the " Moderates " 

is well known. Mr. Martineau, the chairman of the 
Asylum Committee, says in his address soliciting re¬ 
election :— 

A Liberal in politics, my sympathies have always been 
with the Progressive party, and I have with few exceptions, voted with them; but I have always thought that it would 
be better if politics and party had less place in the Council's 
discussions, and should you honour me by re-election I shall 
still seek to use my own unbiased judgment on questions as 
they arise. 

At this election the Moderates, provoked by what they 
regard as the bad faith of their opponents, decided to 
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ran on strict party lines. They have carried it too far, 
as Mr. Corbett will perceive when it is too late, but in 
fairness it must be admitted that the cnusa causans of the 
whole trouble was the unfair packing of the Aldermanic 
Bench. 

THE PROGRESSIVES' EXCUSE. 
The only excuse that can be alleged in defence of the 

conduct of the Progressive majority is that they were more 
or less disorganised, and therefore distrustful of themselves 
and of their opponents. If they had been an organised 
and compact body they might have arranged a compro¬ 
mise. As it was, they were in deadly fear lest they 
should split u"p unless they voted their own ticket solid. 
Such, at least, is the explanation which is put forward in 
extenuation of a piece of sharp practice which has had 
most unfortunate results. 

THE MODERATES' TEMPTATION. 
The offence thus given affords the Moderates an excuse 

for working a strict party vote. They would have been 
wiser had they pursued a more dignified course, and 
insisted upon a strictly municipal issue. For forcing 
the fight on party lines at this election, the Mode¬ 
rates must take the chief share of responsibility. 
The state of the London Parliamentary representation 
points to the existence of a Conservative majority, and 
they naturally were tempted to appeal to this majority to 
give them control of the Council. It was a temptation 
which should have been resisted. But the Moderates being 
outnumbered, and conscious that the Progressives have 
a solid number of Aldermen behind them, decided to 
strain every nerve to bring their Unionist majority to the 
polls. 

THE PROGRESSIVES' BLUNDER. 
The Progressives, instead of parrying this manoeuvre 

by refusing to allow the question of the good government 
of London to be subordinated to the question of Home 
Rule or the Union, fell into the trap, and organised 
a series of Liberal meetings which served more 
than anything else to play the Tory game. The 
Liberal leaders have been very unlucky in their 
dealings with London. They have neglected the 
metropolitan boroughs for years, but now at the eleventh 
hour they rushed in at the very time when of all others 
they should have stayed away. Each of the Liberal 
meetings was more or less of a flaunting of a red rag 
before the Tory bull. It suited Mr. Corbett down to the 
ground. But it exposed the Progressives to great risk of 
defeat. 

THE DECISION OF LONDON. 
Fortunately, the good sense of both sides, and the 

difficulty of finding suitable candidates, savedj London 
from a disaster which at one time seemed imminent. 
Colonel Hughes refused flatly to subordinate municipal 
to Imperial politics. So did Mr. Wetenhall. If Mr. 
Longstaff had done the same the Conservatives 
would have escaped what seems now likely to 
be an imminent and crushing defeat. But it 
would be a mistake to argue if the Progres¬ 

sives carry a majority of the new Council, the 
Home Rulers will be equally successful at the General 
Election in the same constituencies. The issues are so 
very different that it is quite probable that the combined 
forces of Trades Unionism, Temperance, Purity, and 
Municipalism will carry constituencies where the forces 
of Home Rule a few months later will be defeated. 

IV.-A PLEA FOR MUNICIPAL FELLOWSHIPS. 
Does noblesse oblige If so, how is it that our peers 

and sons of peers are taking so little part in the present 
election There is not a County Council in England in 
which the territorial aristocracy are as poorly represented 
as in the County Council of London. And why 

LONDON IS AS IRELAND WAS. 
Because in London the landlord has practically become a 

mere rent charger. He no longer even pretends to dis¬ 
charge any of the duties and responsibilities which the 
same man in the country recognises as indissolubly asso¬ 
ciated with the ownership of land. There is a strange 
infatuation about this. For the propertied classes 
London is what Ireland was. In Ireland the 
landlord's battle has been lost, and lost for ever. Mr. 
Balfour himself aspires for no higher office than to bury 
decently the corpse of landlordism in the graveyard of 
peasant proprietorship. In London the battle is but 
beginning, but here also the result is a foregone con¬ 
clusion—unless even at the eleventh hour the owners of 
the land bestir themselves and take their fair share in 
the government of the territory from which they draw 
their revenue. Rent-chargers exist only in order to be 
painlessly extinguished. Where a landlord has no other 
nexus between himself and his tenants but the payment 
of so much a quarter, no quarter will be shown him when 
the hour for expropriation arrives. 

WHERE ARE OUR PEERS 1 
There are no rights without duties, and the nobles 

must take their full share in the government of the 
county of London. In their rural counties they recognise 
more or less their responsibilities, they fulfil their 
obligations, and that is why they exist and 
flourish, and are, on the whole, respected and supported 
a hundred years after the seigneurs of France were burnt 
out of their chateaux, and nearly a quarter of a century 
after the first Irish Land Act recognised that the Irish 
landlord had became a mere rent charger. But in Lon¬ 
don, where more nobles live in luxurious state than are 
to be found in the broad acres of Yorkshire, how many 
lend a hand to the actual governance of the Metropolitan 
County In the first Council the Liberals were repre¬ 
sented by Lord Rosebery, Lord William Compton, 
Lord Lingen, and Lord Hobhouse. The Tories, who 
constitute three-fourths of the peerage, had not 
one solitary representative on the Council. For the 
new Council the Duke of Norfolk has been 
entered as a candidate for the City, and Lord Ribblesdale, 
Lord Rchester, and Lord W. Cecil are also caadidates. 
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Lord Carrington would have been the only Liberal peer 
who stands for the Council if Lord Rosebery had not 
stood again. Lord William Compton cannot find time to 
discharge the duties of an M.P. and a County Councillor. 

ABDICATION SPILLS SUICIDE. 
The democracy, no doubt, shrugs its shoulders, and 

thinks it can get on better without lords. Perhaps it 
can, but it is hardly wise on the part of the lords to 
teach the democracy that lesson. The masses have no 
prejudices against a peer. On the contrary, as the experi¬ 
ment has shown in many cases, he has the confidence 
of a great democracy. But the confidence of the 
masses must be won, it is not given unsought. To 
all those who desire to see the homogeneity and cohesion 
of English social fife preserved unbroken in accordance 
with the long tradition of our past as the security for 
a tranquil and orderly development in the future, the 
apathy and indifference with which the great nobles 
regard the problem of the government of London is a 
phenomenon of sinister import. 

There is not a shire in the land where the territorial 
nobility have been guilty of so scandalous an abdication, 
and it is especially unfortunate that such shameful de¬ 
sertion of duty should take place in the only county 
where the harvest of golden rent is gathered, not merely 
from every acre, but from every square yard. 

WHERE ARE THE PRINCES 1 
No class or order in society that refuses to contribute 

its fair share to the governing and administering of the 
affairs of the community is long suffered to exist. It is 
doomed to a more or less rapid, and a more or less pain¬ 
less extinction. Hence all who desire to avoid all 
violent breach with the past, can only lament that it 
does not seem to have dawned upon the minds of the 
advisers of the Crown, that the time has come, and 
more than come, for the Royal House to be represented 
in the local governing assemblies of the land. Princes 
of the Blood serve as a matter of course in the 
army and the navy. They sit in the House of 
Lords. Why should not Royal personages serve a useful 
apprenticeship on the London Council Their presence 
would do no harm. It would be most useful to the 
Princes, and it would undoubtedly do much to give status 
and prestige to the office of County Councillor. They would not be tempted to be bitter partizans, and they would contribute at the same time to the stability of tho 
Throne and the reputation of the Council. Nor need 
they fear that in taking active part in the government of 
the five millions who cluster like bees round the Queen 
in their mighty hive they would be in any way impairing the estimation in which they are held by the people. 

THE QUEEN AND THE LORD MAYOR. 
Even now to many the Queen is less important than 

the Lord Mayor. The other day a clergyman in North 
London was endeavouring to impress a street lad in his 
class wdth a sense of the majesty of a Bishop. By way of leading up to the subject, he asked him if he had ever 
een the Queen. " No," said the lad, severely, " 1 haven't 

seen the Queen. I never goes to the Lord Mayor's 
Show ; I don't hold with it." Her most Gracious Majesty 
to him—and how many thousands are there like him ?— 
was but an appendage to the one state pageant with 
which he was acquainted. A noblesse faineant and an 
invisible monarchy are already self-marked for extinction. 

RICHESSE OBLIGE. 
If noblesse oblige, richesse also oblige. Wealth has its 

obligations as much as gentle birth. But where are the 
millionaires of London in the list of Council candidates 
Here and there no doubt we find the name of one wealthy 
man, but the burden of £150,000 which is to be borne by 
one hundred and thirty-seven Councillors in the next 
three years will fall for the most part upon the shoulders 
of men of comparatively small means. This is a 
scandal and a danger. London is choked with men of 
enormous wealth. The merchant princes, the financiers 
of the City, are famous, to the uttermost ends of the 
earth, for their riches. London is the financial centre of 
the world. But look down the list of candidates, and 
lay your finger, if you can, upon a single millionaire. 
Where are the Rothschilds, the Oppenheims, the Barings, 
and all the brood of bankers Sir John Lubbock 
retires. Here and there is a familiar name ; but, speak¬ 
ing broadly, wealth is as poorly represented as 
the peerage. Yet surely capital needs representation in 
the Parliament of London, otherwise the very citadel of 
capitalism is deserted by its natural garrison. The wealthy 
stockholder, the enormously rich speculator or contractor, 
all those who find London the pleasantest and safest place 
in the world in which to enjoy there accumulations, where 
are they It is little short of an infamy that men who 
live in palaces and command princely revenues should shirk 
the civic duties which John Burns carefully performs on 
his forty shillings a week—paid irregularly. 

WANTED, A MUNICIPAL FELLOWSHIP FUND 
It may not be desirable that the wealthy should be 

elected because of their wealth. But it is scandalous 
that so many wealthy amongst us should never contribute 
either in purse or in person towards the good government 
of the city. Surely it ought not to be impossible for 
some of those who do not care to ascend the arduous stairs 
which lead to the dusty arena of the Council, to con¬ 
tribute of their substance to enable capable and desirable 
candidates to come forward for seats on the Council. 
Why should 137 out of 5,000,000 citizens have to bear in 
three years the fine of £150,000 for permission to serve 
the town, while 4,999,863 citizens have no burden at all, 
and have moreover the privilege of irresponsible and un¬ 
limited fault-finding with those who do the work 1 If 
there were any real revival of civic religion in our midst, 
there would speedily be formed a fund for the foundation 
of what may be called municipal fellowships of, say, 
£1,000 each, to be granted to a certain number of 
candidates who in the opinion of a trustworthy committee 
of selection would add to the effective strength of the 
Council, but who have not the wherewithal to discharge 
the duties of the position. Such a system of municipal 
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fellowships would do much to enable society to utilise 
capacity which is found unaccompanied by wealth, to 
reward public spirit, and to give struggling genius a 
helping hand. Where would John Burns have 
been to-day but for the public spirit of his work¬ 
mates, which led them to raise the subscription 
which enabled him to serve the town on the 
Council instead of the engine-room? And it is the 
rarest chance that a man of genius, like Burns, has 
an opportunity to become sufficiently conspicuous 
to command the subscription without which he would 
still be busy in the workshop. If a thousand men in 
London to-day who could put down £10 apiece—and 
there are 10,000 who would feel £10 less than the 
Woolwich artizans feel the weekly pence they subscribe 
for John Burns's expenses—they could found ten muni¬ 
cipal fellowships which would enable London to command 
the entire services of ten of the ablest of her citizens 
who would otherwise remain outside the service of the 
county. 

Birth, wealth, leisure, education, all are advantages 
bestowed upon the few that they may be utilised for 
the service of the many. But how little trace do the 
lists of rival candidates display of the presence in our 
midst on the part of our princes, our landlord peers, and 
our millionaires, of that self-sacrificing spirit of devotion 
to the commonweal, which is the saving soul of the State! 

V.-HUSH HUSH HERE COMES THE BOGIE MAN 
The Bogie Man of the London County Council is the 

ratepayer. The Council is mortally frightened of the 
ratepayer. It is consumed with the dread of the wrath 
of its constituents, there is hardly a member who would 
not as soon face the devil, as face an increase of the 
rates. This is not the true municipal spirit which 
recognises the necessity for incurring expenditure for the 
community. In municipal as in business affairs there 
is that which scattereth and yet increaseth, and the 
liberal soul shall be made fat. Among all the County 
Councillors now before the public, there is only 
one man—Mr. Howell Williams, chairman of the Main 
Drainage Committee—who has ventured to boldly 
claim that increased expenditure on necessary im¬ 
provements may be more economical and advantageous 
to the community than a policy of niggardliness. If 
London is to be transformed, the County Council will 
have to get over its morbid shrinking from asking the 
ratepayers to pay for the improvements which are 
necessary. 

THE EXAMPLE OF BIRMINGHAM. 
The same state of things existed in Birmingham before 

the capital of the Midlands entered upon the period of 
improvement which has given it so enviable a notoriety 
among our corporations. In those days the rival parties 
waited upon each other, each dreading to assume the 
responsibility of adding a farthing to the rates. At last 
there arose a new school which has Mr. Chamberlain as 
its most conspicuous representative. This school of 

municipal reformers took the bull by the horns, and 
addressing their fellow citizens, said to them in plain 
English:— " There are certain things which are wanted in Bir¬ 
mingham ; there is the gas, there is the water, there are 
great street improvements, and there are many other 
things which the community ought to have. They are 
worth the money, but you cannot have them without 
paying for them. Will you pay " 

The people of Birmingham thus appealed to rallied at 
once to the standard of those practical and courageous 
administrators, and sanctioned the raising of the rates 
necessary for the acquiring of whatever was needed, and 
they have been reaping the advantages of their policy 
ever since. What is wanted in London is what Mr. 
Chamberlain and his friends supplied in Birmingham. We 
want a leader who is bold enough to tell the citizens of 
London that if they are not prepared to pay an increased 
rate they must consent to the postponement of municipal 
improvements sine die. 

ON STRIKE ALL ROUND. 
This terror of the ratepayer paralyses everything 

Each side excuses itself for refusing to execute improve¬ 
ments, which are urgently needed, by the fear in which 
they hold the ratepayer. The Progressive majority 
postpones improvement until an Act of Parliament can 
be passed that will distribute the burden of the rates 
between the ground landlord and his tenant. They 
conceal their dread of a new rate by the plea that they 
are on strike against the exemption of the ground land¬ 
lords from rates, and until they alter the incidence of 

rating London must wait. The Moderates, on the other 
hand, are equally on strike, not against the existing law 
of rating, but against the existing majority of the County 
Council. They are oppose 1 to any increase of the powers 
of the County Council until the County Council is con¬ 
trolled by themselves and their own friends. Hence, also, 
they are on strike against any of the enterprises which 
require a large expenditure. Between the two, what 
with Progressives on strike against the law of rating, and 
the Moderates on strike against the existing majority, 
the unfortunate Londoner has very little prospect of 

seeing even the most necessary improvements carried 
out. 

A HARD-UP COUNCIL. 
The County Council has very little money to come and 

go upon. Of its shilling rate nearly sevenpence goes in 
interest on loans incurred by its predecessor. It has, 
therefore, practically only a five-penny rate to spend 
carrying on all the work of administration. This is 
too small a margin, and it is not surprising when the 
Council is continually faced by the need for 
funds, that many of its members should cast a longing 
look of regret at the sacrifice of the coal and wine 
dues for which they voted with such doctrinaire alacrity 
at the beginning of their career. Fortunately the 
sacrifice of the coal and wine dues, which brought in some 
£300,000 a year, in defiance of all the principles of political 
economy, but without occasioning a single householder 
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in London the slightest inconvenience, cannot be laid 
at the door of any party. The Progressives voted in 
favour of it, but the repeal itself was carried out by the 
Conservative administration at Westminster, and it is 
very doubtful, judging from Lord Randolph Churchill's 
speech as Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether a unani¬ 
mous vote of the London County Council in favour of 
saving this octroi from extinction, would have stayed 
their doom. Failing the coal and wine dues the County 
Council found itself very hard up, and as the 
pressure is increased by the execution of great 
reforms, it will be compelled to face the music 
and increase the rates, and this will happen whoever 
has the majority. 

POSTPONING THE EVIL DAY. 
No doubt there is a plausible tactical pretext in 

the arguments of the Progressives that improve¬ 
ments must be postponed in order to force the 
hand of Parliament to modify the incidence of taxation, 
but that principle logically carried out on the related 
subject of the control of the police, would lead to the 
County Council refusing to assent to the arrest of any 
criminal until the control of the Metropolitan Police was 
transferred from the Home Office to Spring Gardens. 
The moment they attempt to put it into practical opera¬ 
tion it breaks down, for although they have postponed 
improvements for which the Moderates clamoured, they 
have been compelled to sanction the construction of the 
Blackwall Tunnel, which will cost them over two millions, 
the development of the Main Drainage Scheme will cost 
them a million, and the clearing of the Bethnal Green 
slums which will cost £300,000. For these improve¬ 
ments, however, they have not yet paid, and the task of 
finding the money is thrown upon their successors, who 
will have to have a little more robust faith in the rate¬ 
payer to pay, if he gets value for his money, than what 
the present County Council seems to possess. 

THE DREAD OF THE RATEPAYER. 
No great programme of municipal reform can be 

carried out unless the London County Council is 
emancipated from this morbid dread of the rate¬ 
payer. It is this uneasy dread that the ratepayer 
will refuse to pay for what he wants that has led to 
all the mischiof and all the trouble which has taken place 
over finance in the late Council. It is this which led to the 
temporary disruption of the Progressive majority on the 
question of the repayment of loans by annuity or by instal¬ 
ment. It has made the London County Council do what 
no other County Council has done in England. The 
London County Council has used £160,000 beer 
money to choke its deficit, instead of using it, as all 
other County Councils have done, in promoting tech¬ 
nical education, and generally to minister to the elevation 
of the people. The County Council's finance has 
been a cowardly finance, and until that cowardice 
is overcome and tho ratepayers give the Councillors a man¬ 
date to spend what money is necessary,but to seethatthey 

get their value for the money, we need not look for much 
energetic action from the County Council. You cannot 
both eat your cake and have it is a doctrine which candi¬ 
dates are always forgetting, and Progressive candidates 
perhaps more than most men. They are always ready to 
promise this, that, or the other thing, sedulously shutting 
their eyes to the fact that if they mean to carry their 
programme, and make London an ideal city, the rate¬ 
payer will have to pay for it, not for all of it, but for 
some of it, and he will have to pay his share. If he has 
made up his mind that under no circumstances will he 
pay more than a shilling rate, he must make up his mind 
to do without those great improvements which are neces¬ 
sary if London is to keep abreast of the other great cities 
of the world. 

SOME FACTS AND FIGURES. 

There is really no reason why the London County 
Council should be so morbidly afraid of adding to its 
rates. The London ratepayer is not so overrated as. 
compared with provincial ratepayers. The ratepayer is 
poor no doubt in Whitechapel, but he is also poor in 
many districts of Manchester and Nottingham, and 
where the provincial ratepayer has paid up like a man it 
is ridiculous of the ratepayers of the capital to whine and 
whinge as if they were little better than out-of-door 
paupers. 

THE LAST BUDGET. 

The following figures may be of some little in¬ 
terest :— 

The ratable value of London is 31J million sterling, 
hence every penny in the pound represents £130,000. A 
shilling rate brings in a little more than a million and a 
half, which represents the total sum raised by the County 
Council in direct levy on the ratepayers. The exact rate 
is llfd., but in round numbers let us take it at Is. The 
population of the area thus rated amounts to four and a- 
half millions, again speaking in round numbers. The 
County Council rate, therefore, is equivalent to 6s. 8d- 
per head of the population, and each additional penny 
added to the rate represents about 6|d. a head. If the 
rate went up to 18d., it would be a poll-tax of ten 
shillings a head all round, but the London County Council 
would then have nearly £400,000 a year additional income 
available for carrying out those works which are necessary 
for the health and well-being of the community. 

There is nothing so confusing as figures, especially 
when, as in this case, there are a great many cross 
entries, that is to say, the County Council is not only a 
borrower, but also a lender. It lends money to local 
authorities and acquires interest from them. It receives 
contributions also from various local authorities, and 
from the Government, which contributions swell its 
receipts to two millions and three-quarters, of which 
only one million six hundred thousand comes directly 
from the rates. The balance-sheet, as drawn up 
by the deputy-chairman in April, 1891, stands as 
follows :— 
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RECEIPTS. £ EXPENDITURE £ 
Exchequer Contri¬ Interest on debt 

bution 503,000 and expenses ...1,000,000 
Interest on Loans Sinking Fund 457,000 

and Eents 437,000 Grant for Indoor 
Contributions to Paupers 328,000 

Fire Brigade 42,500 Do. Pauper 
Do. Industrial Lunatics 108,000 
Schools 12,000 Other grants in 

Judicial receipts— relief of Local 
Fees, Fines, &c. 0,500 Rates 52,000 

Middlesex County Pensions 26,000 
Council 4,500 Judicial expenses 

Contributions to and Criminal 
Main Drainage... 7,500 Prosecutions 42,000 

Grant for County County Council 
Pauper Lunatics 5,500 Elections 13,000 

Fees and Fines E s tab lishmen t 
from various ser¬ charges— 
vices 14,000 Salaries £65.000 

Sale of plans and Sundries 25,000 
miscellaneous 5,000 90,000 

Difference of Main Drainage 235,000 
balances between Fire Brigade 134,000 
beginning and Parks and Open 
end of year 154,500 Spaces 

Bridges and Free 
Ferry 

71,000 

1,192,000 26,000 
Deficiency to be Weights and 

raised in rate Measures In¬ 
(say llfd. out¬ spection 11,000 
side City, 9|d. Coroners 23,000 
inside City) 1,581,000 Industrial Schools 27,000 

Lunatic Asylums 68,000 
Parliamentary busi¬ 

ness 8,000 

2,773,000 

Sundry services 

£' 

54,000 

£ 2,773,000 
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These accounts, being for annual maintenance only, 
do not show the expenditure of the Council on works of 
a more or less permanent character, the cost of which is 
defrayed out of borrowed money and the repayment 
spread over a term of years. For this expenditure and 
for loans to public authorities the Council has to obtain 
Parliamentary sanction. 

The rate next year will be higher. Not because of the 
policy of the Council, but because of the policy of Parlia¬ 
ment. Of the increase of l|d. in the £, nearly one- 
half is due to the Registration of Electors Act, which 
was passed by Lord Salisbury's Government. The net 
increase of expenditure for which the Council is directly 
responsible is only £23,500, or not quite one-sixth of a 
penny in the £. If the minority in the Council had been 
able to devote the beer money to technical education, and 
to carry out the improvements now suspended, the new 
rate, instead of being 13d. in the £, would have been over 
14d. The increase of rates is not due to the policy of the 
Council. It would have to be faced by either party, and 
the chief fault of the late Progressive majority is not 
that they raised the rates, but that they shrank from 
raising them enough. 

LORD WILLIAM COMPTON's VIEWS. 
On this subject Lord William Compton writes me :— 
All great street improvement schemes should be 

postponed until the incidence of taxation is altered. 
It would be honest to make it clear that this postpone¬ 

ment will increase the cost of improvements which have 
already been accepted as necessary. Postponement, 
however, must be used as the lever to force open the 
eyes of sleeping London, and awake it to the paramount 
duty of insisting on the alteration in the incidence of 
taxation. We were asked to spend two milhons, most of 
which would have been spent on the Strand at a spot 
where there is hardly any congestion of traffic. The 
removal of Holywell Street would be an excellent im¬ 
provement, but is no pressing matter for a year or two. 

I consider that all improvements necessary for the con¬ 
venience of the public should be postponed as an object 
lesson, but that all improvements where the health or 
safety of the public are concerned should not be post¬ 
poned. 

I supported with all my power the minority who 
wish to devote at least a part of the " beer" money to 
technical education in London. Lord Lingen threatened 
the Council with an additional halfpenny or penny rate 
if he might not have all the cash. I consider it was the 
one great blot on the action of the Council that they 
appropriated to the rates money which in my opinion 
they were morally bound to spend on technical education. 

The question remains— 
Shall the Council throw the burden of permanent im¬ 

provements on the shoulders of the present ratepayers 
or spread it equally over a certain number of years so 
that our children may pay as much for what they enjoy 
as much 

Shall the Council throw the burden of improvements 
that gradually wear out on the shoulders of the present 
ratepayers 

It seems to my non-financial mind that the number of 
years during which the expense is gradually paid off 
should mark the difference between permanent and non- 
permanent improvements. Thus the cost of permanent 
improvements might be met by annual payments for 
sixty years or less ; and of non-permanent improvements 
by annual payments for thirty years or less. The instal¬ 
ment principle seems to me to be complicated and 
unnecessary, certainly unfair in dealing with permanent 
improvements. 

VI.-IS THERE A CHURCH OF LONDON? 
The apathy with which the pending County Council 

election is regarded by many Churches, and especially by 
the clergy of the Establishment, is a melancholy illustration 
of the extent to which the very conception of the obliga¬ 
tions of the Church to the State has died out of the 
minds of men. If ever there was an occasion when the 
Christian Church, if there be such an entity in London, 
should endeavour to make itself a living force at the polls 
it is in such a critical election as the present, when rival 
wirepullers are endeavouring to rush the County Council 
into the down grade to Tammany Hall, and when there is 
therefore the most urgent need for the intervention of a 
moral authority, impartial and powerful, to avert the 
threatened degradation of public life in London. 

THE CHANCE LOST BY THE NONCONFORMISTS. 

The Nonconformist Council did well to call upon the 
pastor of every Free Church in London to do his duty in 
arousing the conscience of his congregation to the great 
moral and social issues at stake in the coming election. 
But the Council, unfortunately, missed a great oppor¬ 
tunity through the perverse churlishness of some of its 
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members. It was proposed to open communications with 
the Bishops of London and of Rochester to endeavour, 
with their aid, to evoke an expression of the Christian 
conscience of London in favour of the selection of the 
best men irrespective of party fines and sectarian 
differences. A handful of short - sighted sec¬ 
tarians deprived the Nonconformist Council of the 
honour of being the first to propose to call the Church 
of London into practical shape for working purposes. 
The opportunity that was lost to Dissent, might have been 
grasped by the Establishment. If the principle under¬ 
lying the National Church had any real hold on the minds 
of its chief pastors, they would not allow the present 
opportunity to pass without showing that they are still 
capable of realising the responsibilities and of discharging 
the duties of leadership. 

WANTED—A SUCCESSOR TO THE CARDINAL. 
It is at such a juncture as this that we begin to realise 

how much London lost when Cardinal Manning passed 
away. He of all men most keenly realised the obliga¬ 
tions of moral leadership. He believed that the 
Church was the appointed instrument of Divine 
guidance for the salvation of the community, and he 
would not have hesitated to assist in convoking a repre¬ 
sentative conference of all Christian and humanitarian 
organisations to devise ways and means for impressing 
the moral and social bearings of the questions at issue 
upon the hearts and consciences of the people. 

THE CHURCH AS A STAINED-GLASS WINDOW. 
Either the whole gist of the teaching of the Old Testa¬ 

ment Scriptures was misleading, or ,the silence of our 
pulpits upon the moral and social issues of the election is 
a practical negation of the Church's belief in the inspira¬ 
tion of the Sacred Books, infinitely more serious than 
the speculations of the scholars as to the conflicting 
theories of their dates and origins. It does not matter 
much to John Jones, in the Strand, under what particular 
Jewish King Isaiah wrote his prophecy. It does matter 
a very great deal to John Jones whether the message 
which Isaiah gave to the rulers of his day expressed 
the inner thought of the Eternal Lawgiver, as to 
the hollowness and the boredom of all religious 
ceremonial and divine service which did not lead to 
the ordering of the laws and policy of the State in 
accordance with the principles of righteousness and mercy. 
The clergy who at this juncture drone away with their 
homilies and their platitudes, without one vitalising word 
of inspiration and of guidance to their flocks, may not 
be bad men. They are simply blind guides, sleeping 
watchmen, dumb dogs, useless to the flock. What wonder 
is it if the millions who toil and suffer and vote and die 
all around the " sacred edifices "have come to believe that 
the Church of Christ has ceased to exist, save as a mere 
stained glass window, through which it amuses some 
people to look up into the sky? 

HAS THE CHURCH RETIRED FROM BUSINESS 
Bishop Temple has taken nearly ten years to build up 

his diocese into some kind of organism. The Church of 

England in London, they say, is no longer a mere chaos of 
heterogeneous atoms without cohesion and without rela¬ 
tion to each other. It may be so. But it remains to be 
seen whether his Church which has got a body has found 
its soul, or whether it so much as knows that it has a 
soul. It realises no doubt that it is the Anglican counter¬ 
part of the Thibetan prayer mill, and its due stint of 
liturgical performance will be punctually rendered, but 
of its duty to the millions of human beings who 
on March 5th are to choose for themselves governors 
and guides through a perfect maze of disputed questions 
in ethics and in economics, it has not, so far—with the 
noble exception of the Church Social Union—even shown 
such fragmentary interest as to utter a note of warning, 
a word of counsel. If this continues to the end, what 
wonder will it be if London concludes that the Church 
has practically retired from business, and become of little 
more use as a guiding and inspiring power in the affairs 
of the community than a London ground landlord 

OR DOES IT MEAN " LONDON FOR CHRIST " 

The Christian Church is supposed to be an organisa¬ 
tion created for the purpose of being used to fulfil the 
prayer, " Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven." Its fundamental basis, the inner law 
of its being, is the aspiration after the transformation of 
society, and if it is faithful to its founder it must con¬ 
tinually hold up before the eyes of men the great vision 
of a renewed and transfigured world. London, as the 
heart and centre of the great Empire which has been 
allotted so enormous a share in the shaping of the 
world's destinies, is now about to choose the 
Council which will either be a weapon powerful for the 
overthrow of evil, or an agency capable of offering al¬ 
most insurmountable obstacles to the triumph of justice 
and humanity, either by its headstrong Radicalism or its 
unreasoning Conservatism. If the phrase " London 
for Christ," is not a mere unmeaning and somewhat blas¬ 
phemous formula, it clearly ought to imply a deter¬ 
mination to save London's County Council from the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, a mundane trinity whose 
activity is as painfully palpable as the apathy of the 
Church is deplorable and disastrous. 

THE SILENCE OF THE PULPIT. 
What is the use of lamenting the absence of a strong 

sense of civic religion if the official ministers of 
religion never preach or teach the religious aspect of 
municipal or social duties? What is the use of deploring 
the indisposition of competent and leisured men to under¬ 
take the irksome and uncongenial work of municipal 
administration when those whose special duty it is to 
rouse the conscience of the community never preach the 
dedication of the citizen to municipal work as one of the 
most important and most sacred means of helping to 
bring in the kingdom of Christ on earth What con¬ 
ception of civic religion is possible to the ordinary 
man when, on the eve of an election such as this, the 
Church takes not the slightest pains either to urge the 
best men into the field, or even to impress upon her con- 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


The Election and Its Issues. 17 

gregations the importance of electing the best men from 
the candidates now before them If the Church is the 
Divinely appointed instrument for carrying out the 
Divine Will in the affairs of this world, in London it 
would seem as if either God had forsaken His Church 
or His Church has forsaken Him. 

THE DRIVING-BELT MISSING. 
Mr. Sydney Webb and the Star have more to do with 

the spiritual guidance of the community at this juncture 
than the Bishops of London and of Rochester, and 
all their clergy. Collectively, the Church of London 
has no ideals, it has no programme, it has not even 
so much rudimentary intelligence as to be able to emit 
a warning against the election to the discharge of 
duties involving the gravest moral issues, of men 
who never have even pretended to look at any 
question from a moral point of view. Clearly, before 
such a Church as this can save the world, the 
v\orld must lend a hand in saving the Church. 
It is the secular press man, the Socialist dreamer, the 
fanatical moralist, with here and there a " political parson 
or Nonconformist," who alone are left to remind the 
community of the ethical and ideal side of the County 
Council election. Our ecclesiastical apparatus has some¬ 
how got detached from our workaday fife, and the 
Church wheels go whirling round and round as aimlessly 
as the wheels of a machine from which the drivh-g belt 
has been removed. 

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE. 
What might have been done—what would unquestion¬ 

ably have been done if the Christian Church had not 
retired from any practical share in the guidance of the 
world—is this. Three months before the election the 
Bishop of London would have summoned a private con¬ 
ference of the leaders of all the Churches, and the best 
men of both parties in the Council, and have endeavoured 
to ascertain, for the information of his diocese, what was 
the deliberate and mature conviction of the best disposed 
and best informed men in London on the issues coming 
before the electors. At such a Conference it would be the 
first business to discover what evils threaten the progress 
of the work of transforming London, of combatting the 
powers of evil, and of promoting the extension of the 
agencies that work for righteousness. At one time the 
chief danger to be feared might be the recoil of the selfish¬ 
ness of the ratepayer from the necessary expenditure; 
at another, it might arise from the opposite quarter, and 
might be due to the risk caused by the reckless policy of 
eager reformers determined to rush a programme far 
in advance of the ideas of the electorate. Whatever the 
danger, it would be studied and measurestaken to save the 
community. Then the necessary steps would be taken 
to bring the conclusions thus arrived at in consultation 
with the best before the whole community. 

A CONFERENCE OP THE CHURCH OF LONDON. 
A great Conference of representatives from all the 

hurches and chapels, presided over by the Bishop, would 

impress upon the minds of the community at large, 
some sense of the great ideal which it would be the duty 
of each minister to lift up before his own congregation 
from his own pulpit. Then separate conferences on the 
same footing might be held in each of the London con¬ 
stituencies, until every man and woman in London knew 
that the Church regarded it as a most sacred duty to use 
all the means of secular government to attain the reali¬ 
sation of its Divine ideal, and that the first step was to 
elect the best men and secure their acceptance of the 
programme of the Christian Church. All this and more 
might be done if the Church of London had a thinking 
apparatus. Unfortunately it has not. 

There are many good men and good women who have 
not yet emerged from a state of semi-blindness which 
leads them to think that Christian men have no part in 
politics as such. That delusion gained ground in the 
days when politics were little more than the quarrels 
of rival cut-throats or of competing politicians who 
wished to secure for themselves the spoils of the State. 
But war and corruption and plunder are no longer the chief 
ends of government, nor are they leading features of our 
municipal politics, although corruption there will be to any 
extent, no doubt, if religious people religiously abstain 
from all interference in municipal affairs. In place of 
war and plunder, the local governing bodies have taken 
upon themselves some of the primary duties of the 
Christian Church. 

THE COUNCIL AS ACTING LEGATEE OF THE CHURCH. 
The moment you begin to study the State from a 

historical point of view, and trace the origin of the insti¬ 
tutions which we now possess, you are brought sharply 
face to face with the fact that the modern State, espe¬ 
cially the modern municipality, is very largely the heir 
and acting legatee of the mediaeval Church. That is 
to say, many of the functions which the County 
Council has to perform were in old times the exclusive 
work of the Church. Not many centuries ago it would 
have been blank heresy in the eyes of Churchmen, and 

absurdity in the eyes of statesmen, to assert that much 
of the work discharged by the London County Council 
could possibly be entrusted to any body excepting the 

religious orders, the monasteries, and other ecclesiastical 
authorities. That is to say, according to the old concep¬ 
tion of the functions of Church and State, the County 
Council, from the work which it performs, is quite as 
much Church as State, for it performs duties and accepts 
responsibilities which for centuries were regarded as the 
exclusive prerogative of the Church. 

THE CHURCH'S BABY FARM. 
It is upon this religious aspect of the London County 

Council's work that it would be well if all our teachers 
and preachers were to insist on the Sunday before the elec¬ 
tion. No one proposes that they should ask the County 
Council to restore to an association of churches or of 
churchmen the duties laid by Act of Parliament upon 
the shoulders of the Council. But they should recog¬ 
nise a grave responsibility incumbent upon them to secure 
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the election of the best representatives which London 
can produce to the body which undertakes so much 
of the distinctive work of the church. But will 
our churches and chapels consider that it is a grave and 
urgent duty incumbent upon the pulpit to appeal to the 
consciences of their congregations for volunteers for 
the mission fields abroad, or for Sunday schools 
and tract distribution at home When has the oldest 
citizen of London heard an appeal from the pulpit to 
regard the municipal service of the country as a branch 
of its religious duty No sooner does the Church rid itself 
of the onerous responsibility with which it was formerly 
saddled than it seems to abandon all care or interest in 
what used to be its own special work, and what was here¬ 
tofore regarded as distinctly Christian work is often 
handed over to men who have not the slightest trace 
of Christian principle. In this respect the Church behaves 
not unlike the unfortunate mother of an illegitimate 
child who, finding it iiksome any longer to maintain her 
offspring, hands it over to a baby farmer, and thanks God 
she is well quit of her brat. Everyone knows what results 
follow when the baby farmer is substituted for the mother 
as the custodian of the infant. Much the same results 
follow in the secular sphere when the moral influ¬ 
ence of the Christian Church is withdrawn from the 
bodies to which has been handed over the duties formerly 
discharged by the Church. It is only when you begin to 
look into the actual work which will have to be under¬ 
taken by the five or six score men who will constitute 
the elected governors of London for the next three years 
that we begin to realise how true it is that the County 
Council is a section of the Catholic Church—the Civic 
Section. 

THE CARE OF THE INSANE. 

To begin with, there is the care of the insane. The 
numbers of the afflicted in asylums directly under the 
control and government in every respect of the County 
Council, exceeds the population of many a provincial 
town. Seven thousand men and four thousand women 
bereft of reason who in former times would have been 
dealt with as one of the charities of the church are 
provided for out of the rates. The Asylum Committee, 
which in its turn is divided into sub-committees, 
constitutes the sole governing authority ; and upon the 
wisdom, the benevolence and the Christian principles of 
those committee-men depends the welfare of those unfor- 
nates. The first County Council—in three years—was 
able, by wise administration and well directed benevo¬ 
lence, to raise the percentage of cures from forty-five 
to fifty-two per cent. That is to say, the proportion of 
those who were restored to their right minds rose seven 
per cent, as the direct result of the action of 
the County Council. Seven per cent, is equivalent to 770 
persons who were healed by the County Council, probably 
a greater number than the whole of the afflicted from 
whom devils were cast out during Christ's ministry in 
Palestine. Such a fact as this brings forcibly home to the 
mind of the ordinary man what a distinctly religious work is 

that which is discharged by the County Council. Replace 
the present County Council by a successor which would re¬ 
gard asylums and all other institutions as a means whereby 
they could either economise the rates or put money 
into their own pockets, and we should see the proportion 
gradually decrease from fifty-two back to forty-five 
and even lower. That is to say, let us have a bad County 
Council and a bad Asylum's Committee, and hundreds of 
men and women will continue to be a misery to them¬ 
selves and a burden to the county, who would have been 
restored to their homes and their friends in perfect sanity 
of mind and of body. They would remain the helpless and 
despairing prisoners in the public asylums. Yet so far 
as the churches of London are concerned, not one solitary 
word has been said from the Christian pulpit to urge upon 
the electors the bearing which their votes will have upon 
this most important question 

THE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 
Another branch of the County Council work is that re¬ 

lating to Education. The Industrial Schools of London are 
under the County Council. The quasi criminal or vagrant 
children, who are, as it were, the adopted wards of the 
community, are trained, educated, and fed by the County 
Council, which stands towards them in loco parentis. 

Here again is a function which used to be regarded as 
the inalienable prerogative of the Christian Church. The 
unfortunate wastrels, sometimes orphaned, and sometimes 
worse than orphaned, by the vices and crimes of their 
parents, are gathered together in great educational 
families at Feltham and elsewhere, families that know no 
earthly parent except the London County Council. Yet 
here also, where careless, slovenly, or parsimonious adminis¬ 
tration might blight the lives of hundreds of human 
beings, we look in vain for a single inspiring word from 
those to whom the Christian Church has entrusted the 
keeping of its conscience. 

THE HOUSING OF THE POOR. 
Besides the care of the lunatic and of the orphan, which 

constitute a large part of the Churches' social duties, we 
find the County Council specially charged with looking 
after that cleanliness which is next to godliness. If 
modern social science has established anything, it has 
demonstrated the close connection that there is 
between filth and vice, between damp, dirty, and 
unhealthy lodgings, and a depraved and criminal class 
of the population. If the Church has never in the 
past recognised that it was its duty to secure an 
irreducible minimum of cubic inches of air for the occu¬ 
pants of a room, it is only because in the old days the 
science of sanitation had not been recognised as the most 
efficient handmaid of true religion. The question of the 
housing of the poor lies at the root of much moral and 
religious regeneration. Hence the enormous importance 
from the point of view of the Church of the election of 
competent and trustworthy and able men who will devote 
themselves to the supreme end of raising the general 
level without party recrimination or animosity. Any 
attempt to serve the moral and religious welfare of he 
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population must be accompanied by an attack upon the 
disease-breeding, vermin-haunted districts in which many 
of them pig at night like wild animals in their lairs. 
This work belongs to the County Council, and woe be 
to the Church of London if it allows the County Council 
of London to fall into the hands of the jerr}T-builder, and 
of the owner of slum property. If so, the Church will 
have allowed the enemy to secure a hold in the citadel, 
and this evil must be cast out not by prayer and fasting 
but by diligent work and voting. 

THE CENSORSHIP OF MUSIC HALLS. 
The County Council has inherited from the County 

Justices the censorship of the morals of the music halls 
and dancing saloons. It rests with them to see whether 
or not places of recreation shall be depraved and 
degraded into mere pest houses, in which music 
is made the minister of debauchery and a lure to the 
grossest forms of vice. What is the use of singing hymns 
to God if we show no interest in an election which will 
decide for the next three years whether or not what 
are to all intents and purposes hymns to the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, should be sung without let or 
hindrance in every place of public resort? It is little 
short of scandalous that the first serious attempt which 
has been made to purify the music halls and to repress 
the grossest forms of debauchery should have been left 
with comparatively no backing from the Bishop and 
Clergy of the diocese. " Is it anything to all ye 
that pass by, is it anything to you that your 
Saviour should die ?" is a hymn that is sung with 
great unction and fervour by many thousands of 
professing Christians in this metropolis. No doubt they 
think it is a pious exercise which ministers to the good 
•of their souls and to the welfare of their fellow 
men that they should ask that question in more or less 
harmonious melody. But it would be more to the 
point to ask them if it is " anything to you, all ye that 
pass by " the music hall and the dancing den, whether they 
had given a thought as to how they should bt stow their 
vote in an election which will either re-open the old flood 
gates of vice or repress with salutary severity the licensed 
incentives to debauchery. To purify our morals and to 
remove temptations from the path of youth is eminently 
the Church's work. It is work that the Church has 
thrown upon the County Council, and the very least that 
the Church can do is to see to it that no County Coun¬ 
cillor is elected who is not of high character and pledged 
to carry out with stern resolution, but with wise dis¬ 
cretion, the work to which the first County Council has 
nobly put its hand. 

THE PROMOTION OF TEMPERANCE. 
There is another great question upon which the Churches 

have somewhat tardily roused themselves, but upon the 
bearing of which, on the County Council election, it would 
seem that many Churches failed to understand. Drunken¬ 
ness is the besetting sin of our race. The habit of indulg¬ 
ing in stimulants is an open door through which multitudes 
pass to perdition. It is not in the power of the churches 

directly to close a single public-house or to prevent 
the opening of fresh centres of demoralisation and temp¬ 
tation, but it is in the power of the County Council. 
The County Council, within a certain limited sphere, has 
power to close public-houses the license of which belongs 
to property in its possession. The County Council also has 
the control of the purveying of refreshments in parks and 
public places of resort. But what is the Church of London 
doing as a Church to secure the election of friends of 
temperance on the Council, so as to secure that the con¬ 
trol of this most important of all questions should be in 
the hands of sober men, determined to stem the drunken¬ 
ness which is at once our danger and our shame 

So we might go on. In every direction we find that 
the work of the County Council is the direct inheritance 
of the functions formerly exercised by the Church. Is it 
too much to ask that the Church should see to it that the 
County Councillors are as a body worthy of the great 
trust which they have inherited from the Church 

IS IT TOO LATE EVEN NOW? 
The Nonconformist Council has no doubt sounded a 

good note in relation to this matter. The sermon of the 
President of the Wesleyan Conference leaves nothing to 
be desired, but something more is required at such crises 
as the present. Here if ever there was a time that on the 
great questions of morality and public policy all Christian 
men are of one opinion. Is it yet too late for the Bishops 
of London and Rochester to unite with the leaders of the 
Nonconformist Council and the representative of the 
Catholic Church in summoning a great representative 
Conference before polling day, which should remind every 
elector of the responsibility which he is called upon to 
assume by his vote, and to press upon them the great moral 
issues at stake in the County Council election Such 
a Conference so held would do more to raise the 
County Council election and to impress upon the electors 
the reality of the existence of the Christian Church 
than any number of sermons preached at random 
in the next few years. Until Christians show that they 
are capable of united action in securing the election of 
men of the right sort to the County Council they need 
not be surprised if the masses shrug their shoulders and 
turn a deaf oar to the invitation to attend the ser¬ 
vices of the sanctuary. The County Council is the 
instrument by which many of the ideals of the Christian 
Church are to be realised in London, and if the 
Christian Church takes no interest or only a fitful 
and spasmodic interest m the election which will 
decide the shape and nature of that weapon, the masses 
will naturally draw the conclusion that Christians are 
much more capable of talking than they are ready to act, 
and that in the struggle for the regeneration of London, 
democracy has little or nothing to hope for from the 

organised societies which call themselves by the Christian 
name. To wipe off this reproach should be the determina¬ 
tion of every faithful minister, and so far as he in his own 
church and congregation is faithful to the great respon¬ 
sibility that lies upon him he will contribute to the spread 
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of juster and truer conceptions of the relations between 
Christianity and that social movement which is the glory 
and hope of our time. 

VII.—THE WATER SUPPLY OF LONDON. 
The question of the water supply of London is one of 

the most pressing of all those which the new Council 
will have to decide. Judging from the addresses of the 
candidates the new Council, like the old, will be prac¬ 
tically unanimous in favour of securing the control of 
the water supply—whether by purchase or by agree¬ 
ment with the companies remains to be decided. The 
accompanying map, reproduced from the engineer's report 
of the water supply, shows the numerous sources 
of pollution which exist above the pumping stations 
on the Thames and the Lea. London is now supplied 
by eight water companies, which have a capital of 
£14,000,000. The' London householder pays £1,700,000 
per annum for his water. The cost of the supply is £700,000. 
The odd million goes in paying an average dividend of 7 
per cent. The value of the shares rises automatically 
with every quinquennial increase in the valua¬ 
tion of the metropolis. This is equal to a net annual in¬ 
creased profit of £10,000, not reckoning the increased 
earnings by the extension of the area of supply. 

WHAT IT WILL COST TO BUY UP THE WATER COMPANIES. 
The market value of the water companies' stock was 

£14,000,000 in 1871, £24,000,000 in 1880 ; in 1890 it was 
saleable at £33,500,000. Yet the actual capital 
in vested was only 10 millions in 1871, 12J millions in 1880, 
and 14i millions in 1890. When 'the Government of 
Lord Beaconsfield proposed to buy the water companies 
up in 1880, the bargain was that the Government was 
to pay the shareholders an annual sum of a little over a 
million and to take over the whole water works as a 
going concern. This was equivalent to a payment of 
£33,000,000 for a property the market value of which 
was £24,000,000. Judging from the analogy of 
this precedent, the London County Council will 
not be able to buy the water companies out 
much below £40,000,000. 

A COMPETING SUPPLY. 
This being the case, it is not surprising that the Coun¬ 

cillors are eagerly looking elsewhere for a competing 
supply. It is estimated that water can be brought from 
Wales for eleven or twelve millions sterling, but estimates 
are proverbially fallacious, and it will not be well to 
calculate upon being able to bring in a fresh supply by a 
new water board for anything under £20,000,000. It 
will probably be found cheaper in the end to square the 
water companies than to fight them. Certainly London 
has no reason to thank Sir W. Harcourt and the others 
who defeated Lord Cross's proposal to buy up the water 
companies in I860. Had that bargain been carried out, 
London would now have been reaping a substantial 
revenue from its water. As it was rejected, London has 
had to go further and it will fare worse. 

THE THREATENED WATER FAMINE IN LONDON. 
The following figures will be found useful in consider¬ 

ing the subject. They were taken from the article by 
Sir John Lubbock in the Nineteenth Century for February 
on the Water Supply of London. He thinks that we 
shall be threatened in London with a water famine in ten 
years if something is not done. He begins his article 
with the following figures, which are useful for refer¬ 
ence :— 

1870. 1891. 
Population supplied by the eight 

London "Water Companies 3,350,000 5,700,000 
Daily average consumption of 

water in gallons 104,000,000 184,000,000 
Minimum daily flow of the 

Thames 263,000,000 gallons Maximum daily amount which can 
legally be taken 130,000,000 „ 

Daily amount considered by the 
Eoyal Commission as the 
maximum which ought to be 
taken from the Thames 110,000,000 „ 

Average daily amount taken from 
the Thames for 1891 (January to September) 96,926,000 „ 

Amount taken daily from the 
Thames for July, 1891 105,400,000 „ 

Present daily average supply of water for London use:— 
From the Thames 96,926,000 „ 

Lea 59,644,000 „ 
From springs and wells, Lea 

valley 13,580,000 „ 
From Kentish wells 13,700,000 „ 

Total daily supply 183,850,000 „ 
Sir John Lubbock is not a vehement opponent of the 

water companies. He would much rather agree with 
them and let them continue in existence, if terms could 
be arranged with them, rather than buy them up. But 
he has no doubt about his figures, which he summarises 
as follows:— 

Shortly stated, the information at our command, as supple¬ 
mented by further inquiry, was and is to the effect:— 

1. That the population supplied by the water companies 
had increased in a proportion far greater than had been 
anticipated—e.g., the Commission of 1869 regarded 4,500,000 
—5,000,000 as the outside number of the population to be 
supplied, and this only at some very remote period ; whereas 
in fact the number has reached 5,500,000 in twenty years. 

2. That the quantity of water passing down the Thames is 
less than was calculated on, especially in dry seasons, and 
that the quantity abstracted by the companies is from 50 to 
60 per cent, more than in 1807. 

3. That so far as further supply is concerned the Lea is 
exhausted. 

4. That as regards wells in the districts around London, 
the supply is limited, and is claimed by the inhabitants of 
those districts. 

5. That there would be great, if not insuperable, difficulty 
in making reservoirs in the Upper Thames. 

6. That, according to the reports of the Government 
officials and others, it would be difficult, in face of the growing 
population of the valleys of the Thames and Lea, to secure 
immunity from dangerous pollution. 

7. That the water-bearing areas of England and Wales are 
being rapidly appropriated by the growing populations of 
the great towns. 

NO CHEAP ROAD OPEN TO 5 HE COUNCIL. 
There is no delusion which has been more pernicious to 

popular progress than the idea that confiscation or semi- 
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confiscation is a short cut to Utopia. There is no doubt 
that confiscation is a term which is often ridiculously 
misapplied, and is most frequently to be found in those 
who have a vested interest in confiscating the property 
of other people. Often the longest way about is the 
shortest way home, and notwithstanding Sir William 
Harcourt's recent poean of glorification which 
he chanted in his own honour for defeating Lord 
Cross's Water Bill in 1880, there are very few 
who have studied the question who will not admit that 
to-day London would have been much better off if the 
water companies had been bought up twelve years ago, 
even at Lord Cross's price, than she is to-day. London has 
no reason to expect that it will be able to make better terms 
for itself in dealing with the gas and water companies than 
the provincial towns. The provincial towns have paid and 
paid through the nose, but they have found it better to pay 
and be done with it, than to enter into a long wrangle 
in the course of which they stand to gain a shilling at the 
cost of a pound. An unbroken series of precedents shows 
that when municipalities want to buy up gas and water 
companies, it is a case of going further and faring worse. 

In this matter London is powerless. If the London 
County Council were unanimously to decide that it 
would not pay a farthing in excess of the market 
price, it would never be allowed to have Parliamentary 
powers to purchase. Simply for this reason : Parlia¬ 
ment is composed of representatives of provincial 
towns, each of which has been denied the privilege 
of what the water companies call confiscation. 
As they have had to pay they will make London pay, and 
from this dilemma there is no escape. In dealing with 
all these items in the reformers' programme there are only 
two alternatives, to pay or to do without, there is no 
middle way. 

THE OTHER SIDE. 
The opposite view is taken by a writer on " The Water 

Supply for London " in the Quarterly lleview. He main¬ 
tains that there is plenty of water in the Thames, and he 
dissents entirely from Sir J'ohn Lubbock's opinion that 
it is impossible to make storage reservoirs in the 
valley of the Thames. He maintains that if these reser¬ 
voirs are made it would be possible to draw 220 million 
gallons per day out of the river, which is within 40 million 
gallons of the present minimum flow of the Thames at the 
present moment. That is to say, the Quarterly reviewer 
contemplates the pumping of 220 million gallons a day 
out of a river which only contains 260 million gallons, 
although of course that volume of water would then 
be augmented from the reservoirs. [At present, 
owing to the intermittent service, London consumes over 
30 gallons per head of water per day, whereas in towns 
where a constant supply is the rule, the average consump¬ 
tion is only thirteen gallons per day. The following 
figures give the consumption per day of water per 
inhabitant of each town : — 

Manchester, 13; Liverpool, 14-4 ; Sheffield, 14; Birmingham, 
15 ; Leicester, 14 ; Nottingham, 12-2 Huddersfield, 13 ; Nor¬ 
wich, 11-5 ; Birkenhead, IGo Cambridge, 14 3 ; Cheltenham, 

11 Derby, 13-2 ; Lincoln, 15 ; Preston, 15 ; Reading, 12; Old¬ 
ham, 17 ; Northampton, 10 ; Barnsley, 13 ; Cardiff, 14 5 • 
Stockton and Middlesbrough, 17 5. Mean of all, 13-8. ' 

The Quarterly reviewer doubts whether the best 
opinion in London is in favour of transferring the water 
supply to the County Council, or to any public body:— It is significant that, although Sir M. Eidley's committee 
started with what Mr. Littler called a " foregone conclu¬ 
sion " in favour of the transfer, they ultimately contemplated the possibility of a continuance of the present proprietor¬ 
ship, under a revised and extended control. 

VIII-SOME QUESTIONS BEFORE THE ELECTORS. 
There has been no attempt in this handbook to discuss 

in detail the policy of the County Council. The follow¬ 
ing are, however, some of the leading questions which 
have been brought before the electors by the addresses 
of the candidates :— 

THE TAXING OF GROUND RENTS. 
There is no need here to enter upon the great question 

of the incidence of rating. That is an issue on which 
there is no room for two opinions. The owners of ground 
rents themselves admit that in all future contracts they 
must shoulder the burden of the rates like other citizens. 
They will, no doubt, if they can, take it out of the tenant 
in extra rent. But they must take their chance of that- 
What is fixed and settled beyond all gainsaying is that 
hereafter London ground landlords must pay their fair 
share of the cost of governing the city which has created 
the value of their land. As for existing contracts, they will 
be dealt with in some way by a compromise, the terms of 
which it is impossible to discuss on the hustings. It can 
be left to the Council and to Parliament. 

BETTERMENT. 
Another question much talked of is that of Better¬ 

ment. At present it is not very pressing. But it should 
be settled before the County Council undertakes the 
two great improvement schemes which lie before it in 
the near future. There is the great through highway to 
be made between the Northern Railway stations and 
Waterloo, and there is the spacious outer boulevard that 
is to encircle London. Before these improvements are 
undertaken legislative authority ought to be obtained 
for saddling the owners, who profit by the improvements 
with a fair share of the increased value added to their 
property by the expenditure of public money. 

THE TRAMS. 
The question of taking over the tramways as they fall 

in, is one on which London has made up its mind. There 
are hardly a score of candidates who profess to object to. 
the purchase of the tramways. The only question in 
dispute is whether in addition to buying up the tram¬ 
ways, the Council should own and work the trams. This 
is not a matter which will be settled without experiment. 
The County Council will, sooner or later, to a certainty, try 
to see whether London cannot do as well as Huddersfield 
does. This is not a question of principle. It is a matter 
of experience. If the County Council can work the trams, 
to advantage it will do so, and whether it can do so 
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or not it cannot say till it tries. In this, as in other 
practical questions, it is more important to get practical 
business men on the Council than the most eloquent of 
theorists. We want some of the latter, no doubt, as 
advocates, but the men on the bench must be practical 
citizens full of common sense. 

GAS AND ELECTRICITY. 
The acquisition of the gas at present is a pious imagi¬ 

nation. The County Council will buy the gas companies 
up some time, but it will not be the new Council or the next. 
As practical men we will wait and see what we can do 
with electricity, seeing to it that a new monopoly is not 
created under our noses, which we shall hereafter have 
to acquire at an immense price. When the Council has 
got the water companies in hand it will be in a better 
position to consider the purchase of the gas companies. 
It is good to satisfy hunger, but in London more men 
die of indigestion, caused by overfeeding, than perish of 
actual starvation, and the County Council will beware of 
the consequences of municipal surfeit. 

THE POLICE AND THE RIGHT OF PUBLIC MEETING. 
The same remark applies even more forcibly to the pro- 

posedacquisitionof theDocks. Thisisnotseriouslypressed, 
excepting here and therein constituencies interested 
in the matter. Even the control of the police, which at 
one time was regarded as most pressing, will probably 
stand over. It is much more likely that the control of 
the police will be thrust upon an unwilling Council by the 
Government of the day than that it will be wrested from 
an unwilling Government by an impatient Council. The 
control of the open spaces available for public meetings 
is another matter, and one on which the Council will 
probably be invited to define its views by the next 
Administration. Trafalgar Square, as London's open-air 
town hall, should neither be closed, as at present, nor made 
the bivouac ground of the forces of disorder. The right 
of public processions and of public speech will have to be 
jealously guarded in the future as in the past. It is 
obvious however that the Home Office and Scotland Yard 
will go much more warily m future with Spring Gardens 
on their flank than they have gone in the past. " Bloody 
Sunday " would have been an impossibility if the County 
Council had existed in 1887. 

THE RIVER AND THE MARKETS. 
The control of the Thames, which London threatens to 

drink dry above the tidal way, and to convert into a 
salt-water cesspool below the locks, is one of those duties 
which fall to the Council as a natural corollary from its 
control of the water supply, of the fire brigade, and of 
the main drains. This involves no initial outlay of 
money. It is a mere transfer of jurisdiction. The same 
may be said of the transfer of markets, which is a mere 
matter of administrative detail. Upon these matters 
there will probably be steady progress made, but nothing 
revolutionary will be attempted. 

THE FUTURE OF THE CITY. 
The question of the City, which Lord Rosebery put 

first in importance of all those which await settlement, is 

not one on which there will be any collision. The 
County Council will some day be crowned by the City, 
but'the operation will be a civic coronation ; it will not 
be a process of loot. The City has the traditions and 
the glories of the past. It has also the customs and 
hereditary instincts of municipal life. These things are 
not lightly acquired, nor are they to be rudely handled. 
Whatever happens will be done with the consent of the 
City. The City may be content to be a mere district 
council keeping its corporation intact. It is more 
proba,ble that the City will take a mo'-e worthy view of 
the obligations entailed by its glorious past and its 
historic fame. But that is not pressing; nor is it likely 
that anything will be attempted until the District 
Councils Bill is before the House of Commons. 

THE LUNGS OF LONDON. 
On the question of acquiring and extending the open 

spaces of London there are fortunately no two opinions. 
No part of the County Council's policy has been more 
unanimously approved. The provision of music in the 
parks, and the multiplication of opportunities for healthy 
sport, have met with no opposition. Like the opening of 
the much needed places of accommodation for both sexes, 
it is a reform whose necessity was so obvious that a can¬ 
didate instinctively feels he should be a fool to object to 
it. The next step which the Council would take is to 
get up a Domesday Book of London with a special eye to 
the preservation of as much land as possible from the 
devastating demon of the builder. The extension of 
allotments is another promising field for municipal 
activity, of which we shall hear more before long. 

TEMPERANCE AND RECREATION. 
The temperance and the music hall policy of the 

Council have met with varying degrees of support; but, 
on the whole, they have been generally approved. No 
candidate has dared openly to flaunt the flag of un¬ 
checked obscenity in the music halls, neither has any 
candidate advocated that increased facilities should be 
given for the sale of drink. One candidate has added 
free concert-halls to his programme, but we have not yet 
come to that, although we might do worse. The 
Municipal Clubhouse is a development that is tolerably 
certain to come. It is a natural outgrowth from the 
familiar idea of the Town Hall and the Guildhall, and 
we shall probably see, before the century closes, a 
Municipal Polytechnic and a Municipal University House 
in every electoral division of greater Londcn. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LABOUR POLICY. 
The labour policy of the County Council is practically 

the first serious attempt to give effect to the labour 
policy which Sir John Gorst brought from Berlin. The 
dominant idea is that the public authorities should set 
an example to the citizens in their relations to each other. 
The County Council has 3,500 men in its service. It is 
one of the largest employers of labour hi the community. 
Its example is therefore of the first importance. No 
doubt a foolish attempt to go too far in this direction 
would discredit everything, but there is not much danger 
of that —if the best men are sent to the Council. 
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IX.—THE SUMMING-UP OF THE WHOLE 
MATTER. 

The summing-up of the whole matter is that the more 
convinced we may be that the policy of the County 
Council in the main is right and wise, the more resolute 
must we be to secure the election to the Council of the 
ablest and most trustworthy men, regardless of party 
differences. This truth has been recognised to some 
extent by the Progressives. It has been almost alto¬ 
gether ignored by the Moderates. 

When Sir Henry James told the Moderates at St. 
James's Hall that the contests now going on in the Me¬ 
tropolis were being fought solely upon political grounds, 
and that no regard was paid to the fitness of the candi¬ 
dates to do the work of the Council, he described with 
truth the pohcy of the party which he was addressing. 
The Moderates have in almost every case attacked the 
seats of those who they admit are the ablest members 
of the Council solely upon party grounds. They 
do not even pretend to have brought out better 
men against Mr. W. H. Dickinson, Mr. John Burns, 
Mr. Charles Harrison, Mr. John Hutton, Mr. Martineau, 
Mr. McDougall, and others that can be named. They 
would admit, without hesitation, that they have put 
inferior men into the field for the sake of challenging 
their opponents. The Progressives have in a few—a very- 
few—cases started candidates against retiring Councillors, 
who from the point of view of capacity and past services 
ought to have seats on the new Council. 

There was one conspicuously able Moderate on the late 
Council in the person of Mr. Beachcroft. If he had 
stood again for re-election he would not have been 
Opposed, and it is understood that the Progressive 
majority in the new Council will make him an Alderman. 
The best Moderates are not opposed ; the best Pro¬ 
gressives are. Sir Henry James must look at home if 
he wishes to find out who is to blame for prostituting 
municipal principle to the interests of party faction. 

Take another test. The Progressives have on their 
list, as duly accredited Progressive candidates, at least 
three conspicuous Liberal Unionists, and seven or eight 
labour candidates, who are by no means submissive Glad- 
stonians. Have the Moderates on their list one solitary 
candidate who is not a partisan of the present Govern¬ 
ment 

We may, therefore, dismiss these railing accusations 
which Sir Henry James and his friends have brought 
against the Progressives. So far as they at e true they 
apply much more to the policy of the Moderates. But 
what the electors have to do is to say, " Plague on both 
your parties, help us to choose the best man." 

It is with the view of assisting in this arduous task 
of selection that this Handbook is published. Not 
even Lord Cross or Sir Henry James can pretend that we 
have not dealt faithfully and even severely with the 
shortcomings of the Progressives. We are earnest sup¬ 
porters of the policy of the County Council, and many of 

the foregoing chapters .first saw the fight in the columns 
of the Star, the organ of militant Gladstonianism. But, so 
far from advocating the return of Progressives and nothing 
butProgressives,wehave uniformly demanded the adoption 
of a municipal ticket, and the support of a municipal list of 
candidates. It is true that the majority of any such 
list must necessarily be Progiessives, for the sufficient 
reason that the Moderates have utterly failed to secure 
candidates who have the necessary qualifications for 
public confidence. Many of their candidates are " 
mere Tory partisans, pushed forward not for the ' 
sake of the good government of London, or for the in¬ 
terest of their constituencies, but simply and solely with 
a view to the General Election. The Moderates have, in 
fact, lost the battle before the polls are opened, simply 
from their utter failure to muster a respectable show of 
competent candidates. Wherever we can find a Moderate j 
who has done good service to London we have put him on ' 

the list, which we publish elsewhere, excepting in those 
cases where to do so would displace a man of admittedly 
superior claims to municipal recognition. 

The policy of the new County Council, which will issue 
from the ballot-box on March 5th, is very clearly defined. 
It will maintain the policy of the late Council in all 
essential particulars, and will move steadily but slowly 
in the direction indicated by the Progressive programme. 
In the next three years it may settle the water 
question, but gas and police and any very extensive 
street improvements will be held over. It will main¬ 
tain the labour, the temperance, the music hall* 
and the public park policy of the Council, but it is not 
likely to carry it much further. It is not likely to spend 
much money in the crusade against slums, for the rate¬ 
payers object to compensating landlords as a condition of 
rehousing the poor. In dealing with ground landlords it 
will agree with Sir Henry James, and persist in 
demanding that owners should bear some of the 
heavy burdens of taxation now thrown entirely upon 
the occupier. It will elaborate schemes for better¬ 
ment, and if there is a District Council Bill 
introduced it will attempt to come to terms with the 
City. Beyond these fines it is not likely to depart, and 
within these lines the assistance of the most capable of 
the Moderates can be depended upon, and, indeed, cannot 
be dispensed with. 

That seems to be the municipal programme which will 
emanate from the elections, and it is to support that 
programme that London will vote the municipal ticket. 

The great issue that overrides, and that includes 
all others, is whether or not the electors approve 
in the main of the policy of the London County 
Council And their answer to that question depends 
upon the view they take of the foundation question, 
—Whether or not they believe in London If they 
do they will go ahead. If they do not they will halt 
and hark backwards. Thus the election is a great test of 
faith—of faith in London and of faith in God. 
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III.—WHAT THE COUNTY COUNCIL HAS DONE FOR LONDON- 

A STORY OF THREE YEARS' GOOD WORK. 
By Mr. H. W. Massingham. 

The following section 'of the " Elector's Handbook" was written by Mr. H. W. Massingham, late editor of the 
Star, for the Daily Chronicle; and is reprinted here by permission, as it is much the best account of what the County 
Council has actually done than is to be found in the same compass. Mr. Saunders has published a thick volume 
giving the reports of the meetings of the Council, with an introductory chapter of his own. This, although invaluable 
to the historian, is too big and too. dear for the ordinary elector. Mr. Massingham's papers furnish the information 
which is needed. As a narrative of what has been attempted in three years by the first representative body which Greater 
London has ever possessed, this account of Mr. Massingham's is unique. It is characterised by the lucid style of 
a journalist, who, although young, has made his mark as one of the most vigorous and effective writers on the 
London press. He has addressed himself to the work with painstaking thoroughness, and although certain differences 
of opinion may exist on details, both Moderates and Progressives will agree in accepting his narrative as a painstaking, 
faithful, and accurate account of the work that has been actually done. 

In this connection it would be unjust not to mention the admirable penny pamphlet which has been published 
by the Star, in which the work of the Council is summarised under the following heads :— 

(1) What the Council has done for labour, (2) for public enjoyment in the parks and open spaces, (3) in protecting the 
public against dishonest tradesmen, (1) in looking after the public health and stamping out insanitary areas, (5) in improving 
the Fire Brigade, (6) in carrying out improvements in the main drainage department, (7) in the management of the lunatic 
asylums, and (8) in other departments of municipal service, and (9) showing how, in carrying out all these reforms and in 
making new departures, the Council has not increased the rates. There is also published at one penny a useful diary of " Three Years Work of the County Council," reprinted from " The Metropolitan," Dorset House, Fleet Street.—Ed. 

I.—AS ITS WORKING CONSCIENCE. 
The writer of this article inquired the other day of a 

well-known public man what, in his opinion, had been the 
distinguishing characteristic of the first London County 
Council. " Its immense public spirit " was the answer, 
and no form of words could picture so well the brilliant 
activity—the energeia, as the Greeks would have said—of 
London's little Parliament of 130 odd members. It is 
impossible to measure the multifarious and unceasing 
industry of the Council without recalling the scope of its 
public functions. On one side, as Mr. Sidney Webb has 
well put it, it is quite true that the Council has from the 
first worked in chains. A " Council" devoid of all power 
to regulate the water, lighting, and carriage of a city- 
province, to move a single pohceman, to promote a single 
Bill, to set up even a wages account, or to exercise the 
executive powers of a petty borough of over 20,000 in¬ 
habitants, has necessarily been cruelly stinted of its 
opportunities for good. Still the Council has had large 
supervising powers. It is a common notion that the 
Council is a mere double of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works. In truth, it is much more than that. In place 
of a kind of central Roads and Drainage Committee we have 
had a body charged with duties formerly in the hands of 
several benches of magistrates and other public bodies, 
with work thrown upon it by new legislation and with 
great public objects which no other administrative body 
has ever had the courage or the power to initiate. 
It has had the daily and hourly superintendence 
of the four large asylums partially housing the 
11,000 distraught poor of our teeming population. It 
has to control new Lighting Acts, new railway projects, 
to watch with vigilant and unremitting care the progress of the great water controversy, to deal with hundreds of 
insanitary areas, to overlook with motherly regard the 
health and security of London, to review scores of thou¬ 
sands of building plans, to see to it that the poor London 

buyer is not cheated by fraudulent weights and measures, 
to look after the safety of the pleasure-takers of the 
great city, to supervise its open-air amusements, to draft 
scores of elaborate measures affecting the daily life of 
nearly five millions of people, to try and root out the 
slums, and, in a word, to make London something less of 
the City of Dreadful Night which it ha « always been for 
the mass of its population. 

HOW THE COUNCIL HAS WORKED. 
Its three years' work has killed two of its chief officers, 

and has worn out many of its most conscientious 
members. During the first year of his office Lord Rose¬ 
bery might often have been seen wandering at night in 
the square fronting his London house, sleepless with the endless fatigue of keeping watch and ward 
over London's municipal interests. Most of the members, 
of the Progressive party in particidar, have been engaged in large businesses or in exacting professions. But 
everything has been cheerfully set aside for the public 
weal. Some of the Committee attendances have 
been remarkable. In the year 1889-90 the Parks Com¬ 
mittee met 120 times as against twenty meetings of the 
similar body attached to the Board of Works, and in 
1890-91 it met 210 times, or nearly ten times the number 
of the Board of Works meetings. Many of the individual 
attendances are phenomenal. Poor Mr. Haggis last year 
attended 439 committees, and did not miss a single meet¬ 
ing of the Parliamentary Committee. Mr. McDougall, one of the most tireless as well as the best abused 
workers on the Council, attended 146 committees and 
193 sub-committees, frequently realising the " highest 
possible." On the testimony of Mr. Beachcroft, a " Moderate," the members of the sub-committees con¬ 
trolling the five great pauper asylums have spent whole 
days at the institutions allotted to their care. Never, 
indeed, has London, the traditional victim of lethargy, witnessed such a renaissance of public spirit. 
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A LABOUR OF LOVE. 
Nor has the administrative work of the Council been 

confined to mere perfunctory attendances at committee 
meetings. Prom the commencement the practice of 
minute personal inspection was initiated. Before the 
Committee on the Housing of the Working Classes ven¬ 
tured on its experiment of a lodging-house, it went down 
to Glasgow to inspect the municipal undertaking there, 
while Mr. Benn spent a night " in character" in a 
London "doss-house." The Fire Brigade stations have 
nearly all been visited by members of the committee, and 
the asylums and the industrial schools have been the 
subject of a minute and tender care unknown in the 
old, easy, selfish days of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works. John Burns, in particular, has made himself a 
kind of inspector-general of London's labourers, and he 
and others have gone down sewers, investigated pumping 
stations, looked into personal and staff grievances, and 
done for love of London and belief in her collective 
future what few paid officials would have dreamed of 
doing. 

RESULT—ALL-ROUND EFFICIENCY. 
That the work has been ably as well as thoroughly 

done no one but, perhaps, a Times leader-writer would 
have dreamed of denying. If the parks of London are 
beginning to put on a new garb of beauty and trim- 
ness, so as in some degree to look worthy of the greatest 
city in the world, it is entirely due to the Council. 
The conduct of the asylums has brought down admiring 
eulogies from every kind of official, from the Lunacy 
Commissioners to the medical officers. London was 
never so free from floods arising from rainfall and sewer 
disturbances as she is to-day. Her drain,age was never 
so perfect, her bridges and their approaches were never 
so admirably kept. Her staff' of public servants, 
amounting to some 4,500 men, were never so 
well paid, so contented, and so efficiently managed. The 
little stock of common pleasure which her teeming 
youth, her clubs, her shop assistants, and her artisans 
enjoy—cricket, football, and tennis grounds, men's and 
children's gymnasia—has been in some cases enriched a 
hundredfold, while new sources of happiness, such as 
public music, have been opened up, and new principles of 
legislation for checking jerry-building, abolishing the fog 
pest, and gradually abating the characteristic evils of the 
slums, have at length in its third year of office, been esta¬ 
blished. A bit has been put in the mouth of corrupt 
vestrydom; the laws relating to public health have, 
thanks to its efforts, been strengthened and codified: 
science has been applied to the extension of safeguards 
against fire, and the general efficiency of our little army of fire-warriors has been largely increased. The first im¬ 
portant public scheme for the better housing of the 
working classes has been well initiated, and the first 
attempt has been made to provide decent temporary 
refuge for the gipsies of modern city life, the wandering and the homeless worker. 

WITHOUT EXTRA COST. 
All these remarkable extensions of public service have 

been accomplished without any perceptible increase to 
London's burdens. In many instances, indeed, the cost 
of the government of London by the County Council is 
appreciably smaller than that of the corrupt and sluggish Board of Works. Moreover, while London's labourers 
have been better paid, they have become more efficient. 
The virtual abolition of the sub-contractor, the payment of union rates of wages, the abolition of the seven days' 
working week, and the establishment of the nine and 
eight hours' working day, are all due to the wise en¬ 

thusiasm which placed a leader of London working men 
on the Council, and gave him a Progressive majority at 
his back. But though the wages bill has gone up, the 
work is worth from 30 to 50 per cent, more than under 
the old system of bad pay and long hours. Substantial 
reductions, however, have been made. The new and 
most efficient force which replaces the police in the 
superintendence of the parks costs less thanits predecessor. 
The expenditure of the Metropolitan Board on 
street improvements was seven times greater than 
that of the Council's Improvement Committee, an economy defended on grounds of the highest 
public expediency. In all, counting the new and 
improved services initiated by the Council, its govern¬ ment of London cost last year just a halfpenny in the 
pound more than that of its predecessor, or say L'70,000, a trifle which, distributed among nearly 5,000,000 of 
people is felt no more than the fall of a snow-flake. Its 
capital debt is, on the testimony of Lord Lingen—a 
severely cautious financial expert—a moderate one, and 
is being repaid by adequate instalments. 

NO JOBS—NO SCANDALS. 
Finally, through all these years of administrative 

labours as complex and confusing as ever fell to any 
governing body in the world, no one breath of scandal, no 
shadow of a shade of personal corruption, has attached 
to any single member of the Council. Its record has 
been as honourable as it has been strenuous. Nor has 
there been any muddling worth the name. The great administrative committees—the Bridges Committee, the 
Asylums Committee, the Main Drainage Committee— 
have been peculiarly free from the troubles arising from 
a new system, administered by new and untried men. 
The zeal for personal service has been largely according to discretion. 

LONDON VERSUS ALL THE INTERESTS. 
And what has Deen the Council's reward, or rather the 

reward of the Progressive majority, for these three 
years of unexampled devotedness to the public welfare 
Precisely what might have been expected. It has been 
opposed and thwarted, first by the Central Government, 
secondly by the Tory Press, and thirdly by the monopo¬ list interests—the railway, gas, and water companies, whose power for mischief it has in many notable ways curtailed. As to the Government, whatever may be its 
record in imperial policy, its treatment of London has 
been a lasting disgrace to it. The three chief offendeis 
have been Mr. Plunket, Mr. Ritchie, and Mr. Matthews. 
Of Mr. Matthews, an ignorant and prejudiced 
bureaucrat, nothing better could have been expected. Mr. Ritchie's conduct, however, has been thoroughly un¬ 
worthy of him, and should do him no good at the ap¬ 
proaching election. It would be impossible in the space of one short article to mention all the occasions on which 
the Government has set itself to thwart the necessaiy 
operations of local government in London. In the pro¬ cess it has earned the censures not merely of " fanatical 
Progressives," but of Lord Rosebery, and of distinguished officials of the stamp of Lord Lingen, Lord Hobhouse, and Sir Thomas Farrer. 

THE COUNCIL AND THE GOVERNMENT. 
Perhaps the worst instance of all was the Government's 

refusal to alter the impossible method of finance which 
London shares with petty boroughs and thinly popu¬ lated rural centres. The objection to modify the rule 
under which every account exceeding £50 has to be 
made the subject of a separate estimate and of a use¬ 
less and tediously minute financial scrutiny has l esulted 
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in the greatest confusion and delay. Here is a list of 
some of the causes of difference between her Majesty's 
Ministers and the London County Council: — 

1. Government refuses to modify, in spite of Lord 
Lingvo's and Lord Rosebery's protests, the impossible 
rule requiring separate estimates of amounts over £50. 

2. Refuses to allow the Council to set up a petty cash 
and wages account! 

3. Throws out the Westminster Tramways Bill, greatly 
needed for working men. 

4. Opposes the Betterment Bill. 
5. Refuses powers in regard to the water supply, albeit 

a similar measure had been projected by the Board of 
Works and approved by a Royal Commission and refuses 
powers of inquiry into markets. 

6. Refuses to allow the Council representation on the 
Thames Conservancy Board, in spite of the fact that it 
controls forty-one miles of river frontage. 

7. Refuses to sanction a scheme for building artisans' 
dwellings on vacant land near Battersea Park. 

8. Refuses to sell Millbank Prison as a site for artisans' 
dwellings at a proposed price of £3,000 an acre. 

9. Contrives to stop the County Council Bill of 1889 
from going to a second reading. 

10. Opposes the Theatres Bill, though modified in 
accordance with the Home Secretary's views, etc., etc. 

Of the attacks of the Conservative Press little need be 
said. They have for the most part been as baseless as 
they have been indecently bitter. 

WHY THE COUNCIL IS HATED. 
But, after all, the most formidable opponents with 

which the Councilhas had to deal, and with which its ablest 
and most useful members will have to contend in the 
coming elections, are the powerful " interests " which it 
has endeavoured to subordinate to the wants of the 
whole people. For three years the Council, aided by 
financial experts of the character of Sir Thomas Farrer, 
Lord Hobhouse, and Mr. Charles Harrison, has been 
endeavouring to bring some portion of the wealth which 
grows with London's growth, but contributes nothing to 
the lightening of its burdens, to the relief of the 
occupiers. It is for this reason, and for this reason alone, 
that the Huns of the West-end, whose favourite territory 
has thus been invaded, have made their incursion on the 
London County Council. Their purely selfish and anti¬ 
social action is virtually parried by the fact that the 
Council has added little or nothing to London's burdens, 
while it has largely increased the sources of her cor¬ 
porate pleasure. Equally significant has been the action 
of the monopolist companies. It is to the want of an 
honest and vigilant governing body that London owes 
half the miseries arising from overcrowding, want of open 
spaces, and the stealthy abstraction of her store of 
common ground, light, and air. Thanks to the Council, 
and to the Council alone, all this is being changed. Space 
after spaco has been saved to the citizens by the timely 
action of the Parks Committee. Bill after Bill has been 
opposed in Parliament in the interests of London's o'er- 
laboured lungs and straitened limbs. The Midland Rail¬ 
way Company have been compelled to disgorge an open 
space in St. Pancras, or rather to pay the inhabitants a 
handsome sum for the purchase of equivalent ground. 
The new project for a central railway through London has 
been properly weighted with a provision for workmen's 
trains. More or less successful efforts have been made to 
control sky-signs, overhead wires, and subways, and to 
improve the indifferent quality of the gas supplied by the 
three monopolist companies. In one or two instances 
the efforts of the Council have been defeated by the 

action of Parliament, and in one ease a necessary public 
improvement has been killed because the South-Eastern 
Railway Company catried a Bill to stop the widening of 
an important roadway. 

We anticipate, therefore, that "the interests" will 
stand in solid phalanx across the paths that leads to the 
choice of a second Progressive County Council, for with 
it, and with a democratic central government in power, a 
term must be set to their rule over the lives and fortunes 
of Londoners. It is, therefore, no idle party struggle on which we are entering, but a battle for London's 
future, fought between the friends and enemies of 
municipal progress. 

II.—FOR ADMINISTRATION. 
"The old Romans had their iEdiles, who would, I think, in 

direct contravention to supply and demand, have rigorously 
seen rammed up into total abolition many a foul cellar in 
our Southwarks, St. Gileses, and dark prison lanes, saying 
sternly: "Shall a Roman man dwell there?" The Legisla¬ 
ture, at whatever cost of consequences, would have had to 
answer, "God forbid!" The Legislature, even as it now is, 
could order all dingy manufacturing towns to cease from 
their soot and darkness ; to let in the blessed sunlight, the 
blue of heaven, and become clear and clean, to burn their 
coal smoke—namely, and make flame of it. Baths, free air, 
a wholesome temperature, ceilings 20 ft. high, might be 
ordained by Act of Parliament in all establishments licensed 
as mills. There are such mills already extant—honour to 
the builders of them! The Legislature can say to others, " Go ye and do likewise ; better if you can." 

So wrote Carlyle in " Past and Present," and the text 
will serve as an excellent rhetorical description of the 
spirit which has animated London's first County Council. 
The Board of Words, which it succeeded, was a typical 
kind of rich man's vestry, whose one conspicuous record, 
apart from its proved corruption, was the lavish hand 
with which it set to work to improve the rich man's 
London. It was quite willing to project costly and un- 
remunerative schemes for enhancing the beauty and de¬ 
sirableness of the City and the West End. It spent 
£2,000,000 on Queen Victoria Street, £1,000,000 on 
Shaftesbury Avenue, and £3,000,000 on the Embank¬ 
ments. It spent nearly £12,000,000 in street improve¬ 
ments for property which was only worth £4,500,000, 
just as it threw away £1,500,000 in compensating the 
landlords of some of the foulest slums in London without 
rehousing the poor it displaced. But for the London 
which Mr. Charles Booth has pictured to us in hues of 
varying darkness—the London of 1,250,000 poor—it did 
nothing of practical value. It was with the utmost diffi¬ 
culty that Mr. Rider Cook and a few enthusiasts induced 
it to consider the case of the 1,500,000 toilers east of the 
Tower whom the absence of river transit barred alike from 
work and from play. 

A POOR MAN'S COUNCIL. 
Since the Council came into power we have had an 

essential change of outlook. 
" The poor oppressed honest man " 

oppressed by the boundlessness of London and the slug¬ 
gishness of its collective conscience, has had his turn, as 
well as the merchant, the pleasure-seeker, and the mil¬ 
lionaire. The three years of patient labour which has 
given us the completed scheme of the Blackwall tunnel 
offers one instance out of many of our new municipal 
spirit. What the Council has effected is, of course, a 
very scant measure of what it might have done if Mr. 
Ritchie had constituted it a parliament instead of a 
glorified vestry. It would have saved London such a 
scandal as the proposal to diveit £43,000 of her sorely- 
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abused charities to the already swollen endowments of 
sixty (empty) City churches. It would have effectually 
restored St. Paul's School, Dean Colot's great charity— 
as, indeed, it has partially done already—to the poor 
for whom it was intended, and from whom it has been 
taken. It would have made our theatres and music- 
halls as safe to those who frequent them as the theatres 
of Paris and Vienna have long ago been made. It would 
have given us a system of public improvements 
under which London might have grown in wealth 
and splendour without adding year by year 
to the tribute which her landlords levy on her 
Labour. It may still save her the tax of probably 
£50,000,000 which hangs over her head as the price of a 
pure and abundant water supply. If the Water Supply 
Bill had been favoured by the Council, we might to-day 
have been committed to a process of arbitration and 
purchase which would have given over to us at their 
full market value the inadequate and largely obsolete 
stock and plant of the water companies, while our first 
task would have been to supplement their supply. The 
appointment of a Royal Commission may not be an ideal 
course, but it is an undoubted concession to the Council's 
claims. In addition to saving London from a new and 
monstrous tribute, the Council has added largely to 
her future municipal resources by doing something to 
equalise her system of assessment, and by forcing the 
rich occupier of Grosvenor Square or Park Lane to con¬ 
tribute a fair share to the common burden. Mr. Wm. 
Saunders calculates that the result of the Assessment 
Conference promoted by the Local Government and 
Taxation Committee will be to save a million sterling to 
the ratepayers in the course of the next five years. 

AS A VIGILANCE COMMITTEE FOR LONDON. 
The vigilance of the Council for London's good has 

communicated itself to its staff. Since the Council under¬ 
took the inspection of weights and measures its staff ha3 
brought to light a wholesale system of fraud on the poor. 
They have condemned over 70,000 unjust weights, 
measures, and weighing instruments. They have detected 
and punished nearly 700 fraudulent coal sellers. The 
endeavours to bring up the quality of the gas which three 
giant monopolies supply to nearly 5,000,000 of people 
have been constant, and would have been more successful 
if, as usual, the public's remedy against a powerful interest 
had not been so inadequate. It is in this direction that 
the true record of the County Council lies. In a word, 
the London of the Board of Works was for the most part a London of laissez-faire, laissez-aller; the London of the 
County Council is an organism which is beginning to have 
an active brain and a quick-beating heart of its own. 

NO SECRECY.—NO OFFICIALDOM. 
The defects of the Board of Works were indeed in¬ 

separable from its method of conducting its work. Its 
characteristic practices in procedure were (1) secrecy, (2) the unbounded power of the officials. Both these evil 
tendencies the Council has completely abolished. It has 
done away with the mischievous habit by which the 
Board, by the simple device of constituting itself into a 
General Works and Purposes Committee, did its most im¬ 
portant and delicate work under a veil. The land sales 
of the Board were privately conducted. Those of the 
Council are notified to the public, and the whole trans¬ 
action is completed in the full light of day. The resolve 
of the Council to do its own work, and to do it thoroughly, has led to au important reform of procedure. The Parks 
Committee speedily found it was impossible to treat 
London as a whole. The accumulation of details was over¬ 

whelming. So it mapped out London into districts, and 
appointed a committee for each. This excellent example was followed by the Asylums Committee and by the Hous¬ 
ings Committee, with the result that, for the first time, the 
real needs of the swarming millions—east, north, south, and west—have been effectually grappled with. Members 
of the committee got to know their work, and to feel that 
they were no longer the ill-informed mouthpieces of 
higldy-paid and autocratic officials. This result is the 
more remarkable when we consider that nearly every member of the Council was new to his work, that the 
government of London has had to be done entirely 
through committees, and that the Council possesses no 
executive of skilled experts corresponding to the great 
public Departments. The delegation of duties has 
however, been perfect. Individual members have 
specialised subjects, examined personally into adminis¬ 
trative defects, and reported fully to their commit¬ 
tees. The ladies whom the patriotism of Mr. Beres- 
ford Hope and Sir Walter de Souza excluded from the 
Council did memorable work in this respect. Lady Sand¬ 
hurst looked after baby-farms, Miss Cobden inspected the 
parks, Miss Cons personally visited the dressing-rooms of 
London theatres, where the laws of health were being 
scandalously broken. The practice of supervising stores 
which had been largely neglected, notably by the Fire 
Brigade Committee of the Board, was developed into a 
system, with the probable result that in regard to the 
asylums much of wdiat was spent in improving the wages of the servants was saved in the purchase of material. 

THE CHARGE OF OVER-ZEAL. 
The economy of this practice has been obvious. It has 

enabled the Council to lower the salaries of high officials, 
who were no longer responsible for the practical govern¬ ment of London, while the lower ranks of the service 
have been encouraged by anew system of promotion. It 
has given the Council the services of a number of chair¬ 
men of committees like Mr. Hutton, Mr. Dickinson, Lord 
Hobhouse, Mr. C. Harrison, Mr. Lemon, and Mr. Osborn, 
who have developed a new type of administrative capacity. 
It has enabled the Council to enlarge, without any 
material cost, the little services of health and pleasure 
which have been of incalculable benefit to the people of 
London. One sub-committee, for example, looks after 
the games of London, another after the supply of water¬ 
fowl for the parks. One knot of members, headed by Mr. 
Benn, succeeded in getting back the land which 
had been lost to the costermongers of Whitecross 
Street. Another, with Mr. Phillips at its head, took up the 
supply of municipal music. A third group, seeing that 
the Council had absolutely no authentic report of the 
condition of the music-halls, and that the police had no 
information on the matter, constituted themselves a 
body of amateur inspectors. That here and there there 
have been mistakes of trop de zele may be admitted, 
but then zeal is the one quality of which London has 
been cruelly scanted during the years of her neglect, 
the one evil which has bitten into the core of her govern¬ 
ing system. Nor must it be imagined that the industry 
of the Council has been solely the product of Progres¬ 
sive " fussiness." On the committees, by the testimony 
of Mr. Beachcroft and Mr. Acworth, two of the most 
reasonable members of the Moderate section, both sides 
have worked harmoniously together, while impor¬ 
tant members of the Moderate party, like Mr. 
Fardell, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Boulnois, Lord Meath, 
Mr. Longstaff, and Mr. Brereton, have been 
responsible for great departments. Indeed, the only 
group of exceptions to the amazing strenuousness with 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


What the County Council has done for London. 29 

which the Council has tackled its work has been in 
the case of the Aldermen. With the exception of Mr. 
Tayler, Sir Thomas Farrer, and Lord Lingen, hardly any 
of these gentlemen have played any real part in the 
reformation of London, and some of their attendances 
have been scandalously small. For the year ending 
March 1891 Sir Robert Hanson only attended two com¬ 
mittees and no sub-committees, and Sir Aug. Harris has 
a grand total of five committees and two sub-committees. 
Mr. Edmund Routledge scores nine committees and no 
sub-committees, and Mr. James Stuart eleven com¬ 
mittees and no sub-committees. In a word, it is the 
elected representatives of London's democracy who have 
done their duty to the people. 

TESTS OF EFFICIENCY. 
The general efficiency of the work of the Council may 

be tested in a variety of ways. Any Londoner can verify 
for himself the difference between the vigorous initiative 
of the central body and the slovenly method which is 
still the mark of the beast in average vestrydom. Lon¬ 
don's bridges, for instance, and their approaches, are 
under the control of the Council; the cleansing of the 
streets is the duty of the vestry. During the heaviest of 
the winter's rains the bridges have been in apple-pie order 
—tiny oases in the wilderness of slush through which on 
three days out of five the London citizen tramps to and 
from his daily work. To take a special example of good 
administration, it is enough to contrast the state of the 
pumping stations to-day with what they used to be under 
the old Metropolitan Board of Works. The machinery 
was bad, the pumps were mere churns, the sewers were 
overfull, overflow^ were constant, the river was grievously 
befouled, and the work was badly paid and poorly done. 

THE COUNCIL AS MR. RITCHIE'S CONSCIENCE. 
But the Council's claim to London's gratitude for three 

years' efficient care rests on even higher grounds than 
these. Since 1889 the volume of social legislation has 
been enriched by two great measures, the Housing of the 
Working Classes Aet of 1890 and the Public Health Act, 
which came into force on January 1st. .Both of these 
measures will be set to the credit of the Government, but 
they are really due to the Council's initiative. Mr. 
Ritchie has done his best to keep the Council in chains, 
andif he has loosened the grip in two noticeable particulars 
it was because there was no resisting the appeal for the 
strengthening and purifying of the sanitary law for which 
London for a quarter of a century had called in vain. In its 
first year of office the Council asked for powers to rebuild 
insanitary areas on a large scale, powers to abate the 
smoke nuisance, powers to make sanitary bye-laws, just 
as it appealed to no purpose to make owners contribute to 
the cost of the improvement of their own property. As 
a result it can to-day for the first time step in to 
mitigate the fog pest, stir up the house-farming 
vestrymen, and rebuild the slums. In this direction the 
appointment of a central medical officer for London at 
the salary of £1,000 a year has been invaluable as a spur 
and probe to the sluggish and often interested local 
authority. After the Council's most important and 
valuable amendments to the Building Act are carried, it 
will be able to abate some of the worst evils of jerry- 
building, to increase the average garden-plot attached to 
the London dwelling, and to refashion London " nearer 
to the heart's desire " of its enlightened citizens. It is, 
perhaps, a pity that it has not been able to take in hand 
the provision of public baths and washhouses, and that it 
has had no power to follow the example of Paris and 
establish a Labour Exchange. Only nineteen vestries 

have set up baths and washhouses, and some of the 
poorest neighbourhoods in London — e.g., Deptford, where 
there are hundreds of single-room tenements, and the 
trades are particularly dirty—shrink from the costliness 
of the task. 

TEA AND MUFFINS VERSUS CHICKEN AND CHAMPAGNE. 
Withal a certain simplicity of personal habit has 

characterised the Council's administrative work. As it 
has abolished the old and dangerous jobbing in public- 
houses, in which the Board of Works delighted, so it has 
done away with the typical vestryman's vice of feeding at the public expense. The days of chicken and cham¬ 
pagne are over. The staple of the County Councillor's 
refreshments, in contrast to £100,000 which the City 
companies spend in vulgar and lavish entertainments, is 
tea and bread and butter. No committee man has ever 
received one farthing for the food and drink supplied him 
during his working days, and the only allowance from the 
public purse has been the bare cost of travelling. In 
small things, as well as great, we have had the earnest of 
a government which will one day make London a place where the administrative genius of the English people 
shall be worthily exercised. The Council has not been 
able to add greatly to the splendour of London; it has 
not had the time or the money. But now it asks for an 
extension of powers and revenues which will give her a 
constitution and a budget suitable to her needs. Surely 
there never was a case in which London could better 
apply to her first Parliament the words of the parable, " Thou hast been faithful over a few things ; I will make 
thee ruler over many things." 

III.—FOR ECONOMY. 
There are four classes of Londoners who ought to aid 

in the return of a Progressive County Council. The first 
is the Temperance party, to whom the Council has given 
an object-lesson of what can be done in the way of the 
diminution by public action of the evils associated with 
the drink traffic. For the County Council is the greatest 
Temperance organisation in London. It has steadily 
refused to act as publican, and the licenses of public- 
houses on its own property are suffered to lapse, while on 
the Bethnal Green area, which is now being cleared for 
improvement, a vigorous effort is being made to base the 
terms of compensation on the case of Sharp v. Wake¬ 
field. The councillors themselves have no intoxicants 
supplied them at Spring Gardens, and they have elimi¬ 
nated beer, wine, and spirits from the admirably revised 
list of refreshments supplied in the parks ; they have 
substituted milk for alcohol in the asylums, with the pro¬ 
bable result of having greatly enlarged the percentage of 
cures; and by a mild species of local option they have 
induced 95 per cent, of the asylums staff' to exchange 
a money payment for beer. The Council should secure 
the support of every trade unionist in London, inasmuch 
as its 4,500 workers enjoy the benefits of an ideally 
"fair" house. The religious bodies owe it their support 
for having refined some lower forms of popular amuse¬ 
ment, for clearing the slums, and for being the practical 
exponent of the social Christianity which is being 
preached from so many pulpits. The athletic clubs owe 
to it the doubling of London's open spaces and a scientific 
provision of its sports. 

THE COUNCIL'S DEBT. 
But the Council has been above all a ratepayers' body. 

It is a common delusion that the Board of Works stood 
for economy and the Council for extravagance. The 
description might properly be reversed. The old Board 
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had three main characteristics—a love of extravagant 
improvements, often executed with a certain easy splen¬ 
dour not unworthy of the greatness of London, high 
salaries for their servants, and a rapid accumulation of 
debt. It is safe to say that in all these cases the pro¬ 
cedure of the Council has run in precisely the opposite 
direction. The net debt of about £18,000,000 for which 
the county of London is responsible is not a large one, 
and the only substantial increase for which the Council will 
be responsible will be the necessary provision of £2,250,000 
for our new intercepting sewers and the BlackwallTunnel, 
both of them essential to the health and convenience of 
London. The provision for the redemption of the debt 
cannot, says Lord Lingen, " be regarded as insufficient." 
Duiing the last two years the net increase of debt is not 
much more than £250,000, a sum far more modest than 
the vast toll of £14,000,000 odd which the Board of 
Works levied on the London occupiers in exchange for a 
batch of costly improvements and three fine embank¬ 
ments. As a matter of fact, the Council was expending 
up to March, 1891, on improvements a modest £66,333 a 
year, as against an average expenditure during the thirty- 
three years of fife of the Metropolitan Board of Works of 
£472,943. 

THE GREAT RATES QUESTION. 
Thirteen schemes of the Board have not been pro¬ 

ceeded with on the fixed Progressive policy that the 
Queen's Government never contemplated, that the vast 
increase of public burdens which the Education Act and 
the growth of modern cities have imposed should press 
on the shoulders of the unhappy occupier, leaving the 
owner scot free. As a matter of fact, both the Corpora¬ 
tion and the Board of Works urged the imposition of a 
special improvement rate on owners, which is in fact 
nothing more than a betterment scheme in other terms. 
The Council, therefore, were absolutely justified in check¬ 
ing the monstrous taxation of the occupier for the benefit 
of the escaping owner. The Local Government Taxation 
Committee, under the successive chairmanship of Sir 
Thomas Farrer and Mr. Costelloe, has proposed various 
remedies for this crying scandal. It has proposed a 
municipal death duty falling on capital values, and it 
has suggested with great detail and with a wonderful 
knowledge of local taxation, a singularly moderate 
scheme for the division of rates between occupier and owner, under which half of the rates should be charged on the owner, who should not be allowed to contract 
himself out of payment. There is nothing revolutionary in this plan. It has been proposed by Mr. Goschen, and assented to by a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons in 1870, and has for years been a commonplace of local government reformers. But the Council has 
attempted a remedy in vain. The Government would 
have nothing to do with its proposals, and it even went 
so far as to strike out of its Money Bill the harmless sug¬ 
gestion that no person should pay rates which the law 
might cast upon another. The Council has even been 
reproached for meddling with taxation at all, as if the 
Parliament of London, levying annually about £1,500,000 of the people's money, had no right to consider the justice of its taxing system. The point was admirably put by Lord Hobhouse in a speech delivered in March, 1891:— 

Here we are, he said, a body elected by the inhabitants of 
London, with powers conferred on us by law to tax the in¬ habitants of London to a greater or less extent, and sooner or later in point of time. Now, I want to know whether any representative body of this kind exists—call it vestry, board, 
parliament, or what not—which does not feel itself bound, when it is asked to incur expenditure, to take into considera¬ tion the abilities of those who will have to pay it. 

That represents in a nutshell the story of the Council's 
fight for the London ratepayer, and the frantic efforts of 
the landlord party to stay its hand. 

THE EQUALISATION OF ASSESSMENTS. 
The other great department of the Council's fight for 

economy has been involved in the struggle of the Local 
Government Taxation Committee for fair and equitable 
assessment, for which London has especially to thank Mr. 
Costelloe. Two exhaustive reports on the equalisation of 
rates between parishes, and on the incidence of taxation— 
one by Sir Thomas Farrer, and the other by Lord Hobhouse 
—have formedthegroundwork of theirinquiry. They began with a conference of all the Assessment Committees, which came to an agreement on general rules for apply¬ 
ing the Valuation Act at the impending revision of the 
quinquennial lists. The lists disclosed a general under¬ 
assessment, but some especially bad cases were remedied. 
The rating value of Holland House and Park was nearly 
doubled; Hurlingham Park, sacred to slaughtered 
pigeons, was put up from £1,000 to £1,655. Local 
authorities had generally under-assessed their own 
buildings, and one workhouse stood at £1,000 under its 
true rating value. The tedious and inglorious work went 
on, and finally the Council used its powers of appealing 
against totals. In all, the Council demanded that certain 
parishes should pay towards London's budget £843,761 in 
gross value and £723,568 in rateable value more than 
they paid before, the chief offenders being the rich 
parishes of the City, St. George's Hanover Square, and 
Marylebone. The struggle was a long and tough one, and it is not yet concluded; but there can be no 
doubt the Council will triumph. Holborn at first 
held out, but in the end has settled "for a moderate 
increase. Mr. Costelloe, in announcing the result, stated that an addition of £10,000 to the rateable value 
of Holborn would mean a relief to the general ratepayer of about £7,500 in five years time. In other words, an 
under-assessment of £10,000 meant the mulcting of the 
rest of metropolitan ratepayers by £7,500. The limitless 
wealth of the City probably escapes in this way not 
£10,000, but .£350,000, and until the London County Council looked into the matter no one thought either of 
inquiring or protesting. 

HAS THE RATE INCREASED ANSWER : NO. 
The practical question for the ratepayer is—Is London 

paying more for government by the County Council than 
by the old regime of the Board of Works 

The answer is, No. It is of course true that while the 
Metropolitan Board levied a rate of 10J0d. the Council 
rate amounts to ll-75d., but this is really a difference of 
accounting. The Council's llfd. includes (1) services for 
which the ratepayers paid under the old county rate ; (2) new charges, for which the Council is not responsible; 
(3) payment to the guardians in each London parish of 
4d. per head per day for indoor paupers. In other words, the ratepayer pays more for his county rate and less for 
his local rate, though the Council, be it remembered, has 
nothing to do with this arrangement. On the other 
hand, the Government has made over to the Council a 
sum equal to about Sid. in the pound. Add to the 
Metropolitan Board rate the new charges, and take from 
it the Government contribution, which, perhaps, does not 
on the whole balance them, and you get a fraction over 
a halfpenny in the pound, or say £70,000. 

HOW IT WORKS OUT. 
What in the rough do all these figures mean P Practi¬ 

cally this : For the same departments of the work of 
London for which the Metropolitan Board of Works in 
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their last quarter took a 10'lOd. rate, the Council is to¬ 
day taking a slightly less rate. It has, on the other hand, 
given London an enormously and incomparably im¬ 
proved service in all the administrative departments ; it 
has added £50,000 to the wages of its labourers; 
it has largely increased the staff' and plant 
of the Fire Brigade ; metamorphosised the parks, 
and it has improved the drainage system out 
of all knowledge. The fact is, that in nearly 
every case this extension of responsibility has been 
accompanied by rigidly economical administration. The 
Stores Committee has improved the system of con¬ 
tracts, and has brought about a uniform plan by means of 
central purchases and by simplified tariffs. As to the 
distribution of the Council rate, it is no doubt true that 
in a minority of parishes the ratepayers pay a little more, 
but this is in no way the result of the Council's action, 
for it is clue entirely to the excellent provision under 
which the Government has largely equalised over rich 
and poor centres the charge for London's poor. The 
result is that the rich parishes pay more, though in no case 
does the extra charge amount to more than l^d. in the 
pound. On the other hand St. George's gains a rate of 
9}d., and Bethnal Green 5Jd. The change is an excellent 
one, but it does not spring from the Council's finance. 

A DEMOCRACY OF THRIFT. 
Finally, the Council has presented a useful contrast to 

the Board of Works in the reduction of the unnecessarily 
high stipends of its skilled officials. It has been admir¬ 
ably served by men like Dr. Shirley Murphy, chief 
medical officer, and Mr. Binnie, chief engineer—real 
enthusiasts for local government and sanitary reform— 
serving for salaries far below the sums with which the 
Metropolitan Board of Works delighted to dower officials 
like Sir Joseph Bazalgette. Mr. William Saunders, in his 
account of the Council's record, gives the following 
abstract of some of these economies:— 

Chief Engineer, £1,500, instead of £2,200. 
Solicitor, £1,000, instead of £1,750. 
Deputy Chairman, £1,500, instead of £2,000. 
Chief of Fire Brigade, £800, instead of £1,200. 
All the new officials have been appointed without pen¬ 

sions, in striking contrast to the practice which denied a 
subsistence allowance to the broken-down flusher, while 
it added to Sir Joseph Bazalgette's fortune a pension of 
£1,250 a year. No labouring man in the employ of the 
Council has suffered from its zeal for economy, but, on 
the other hand, it has relieved the ratepayers definitely, 
once and for all, of the weight of the retired sinecurist. 
In a word, the Council is not only a democracy in prac¬ 
tice, but a democracy of thrift. 

IV.—FOR ITS HEALTH AND SAFETY. 
Crippled as the Council has been in respect to large 

powers for the development of London's corporate life, it 
has been dowered with an astounding variety of functions. 
Among other things it has had to act in the interest of 
the vast number of Englishmen and Englishwomen who 
seek their pleasure in London's theatres and music-halls, 
and of the 5,000,000 who depend upon it for the safe dis¬ 
posal of the great city's daily impurities. In a word, it 
has had to combine the functions popularly attributed 
to Venus Cloacina and Dionysius. 

" SOCIAL PURITY." 
Its thoughtful and admirable provision for the safety of 

London playgoers has been perhaps a trifle obscured by 
the controversy on the moral question. It is doubtless true 
that the earlier action of the Theatres Committee was not 

entirely wise, but it must be remembered that if faults 
were committed, they were errors of zeal following a 
period of scandalous sloth. The Theatres Committee 
were told the police were entrusted with the supervision of the music-halls, and they naturally asked for reports. The answer was that no such documents were in 
existence, that the pohce knew nothing of what went on 
inside, and that the granting of licenses was largely a 
formal business. So the committee determined to see 
for themselves. They visited the chief music-halls, and 
found the practice of singing loose songs, eked out by 
innuendo of speech and action, was an extended one. 
In one or two cases, therefore, they refused the licenses, either on this ground or, as in the case of the Aquarium, 
for the far more dubious reason that the place was largely the resort of prostitutes. But in no case has the action 
of the Council, except in the case of some low and 
dangerous dens in the East of London, had any punitory 
effect. After three years' trial of the regime of strict 
supervision it has to be confessed that the Theatres 
Committee has largely made out its case. The tone of the 
average music-hall performance is improved ; the dubious 
song has practically disappeared, and as the result a new 
and respectable class has been attracted. The views of 
the profession were indeed embodied in the remark of a 
music-hall proprietor, who said, " For my part I am 
thankful to the Council, for they have given me a new 
set of patrons whom the old songs kept away, and who 
help to fill the best-paying parts of the house. 1 have no 
reason to complain." 

A RENEWED FIRE BRIGADE. 
Of larger civic importance has been the action of the 

Council in ensuring the safety of Loudon from fire. 
Nobody conversant with the facts needs to be told that 
in spite of the supersession of Captain Shaw, the efficiency 
of the little army of eight hundred and odd gallant souls 
who carry on daily and nightly warfare with the fire fiend 
has been vastly improved. The staff has been increased 
by nearly one-fifth, worthless machinery has been re¬ 
placed by modern appliances, every district of London 
has been thickly planted with new electric fire- 
alarms, mostly in direct communication with the 
stations, the hydrants, which are the chief means of 
extinguishing the smaller fires, have been enormously 
increased. The water companies have been compelled to 
furnish a continuous supply, while the men have been 
made happy by an increase of wages extending to all 
classes of the Brigade, coupled with a day's leave once a 
fortnight and an annual holiday. No Londoner grudges 
this wise and truly thrifty provision, and the slight 
increase of cost is largely balanced by the saving effected 
in the purchase of stores. 

THE PLAYGOER'S SAFETY. 
Side by side with the general provision for saving the 

lives and belongings of the people of London must be 
reckoned the Council's vigilant regard for the safety of 
the frequenters of theatres and music halls. The theat¬ 
rical profession has been unwise enough to dub the 
Council's proposals for the protection of their patrons as " vexatious legislation." In reality it is only the habitual 
insouciance of the London citizen, and the failure of his 
governors to look after his concerns, which has pre¬ 
vented London from long ago enforcing the measure of 
public safety which every great capital in Europe enjoys. 
In nearly all cases, indeed, the Council's suggestions 
have been pitched a key below the systems in 
force in Austria, France, Germany, Belgium, and 
Italy. In Italy, for instance, the entire exterior 
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of a theatre has to be exposed to the public 
street, but the Council, after proposing that two-thirds 
of the outer walls of new theatres should be thus exposed, 
have contented themselves with one half. In other 
respects, their regulations have only touched a series of 
crying scandals, under which at this moment more than 
one of the most frequented theatres in London are little 
better than death-traps. One of the places which they 
refused to license has since been burned down; in 
another case a dramatic entertainment was given over a 
shop stored with dangerous material. Unfortunately, 
the Council's powers over old and patent theatres, like 
Drury Lane and the Haymarket, have been of a limited 
character, and in one or two cases they have been fought 
inch by inch by lessees and managers who put their own 
pockets before the safety of their clients. In one instance, 
affecting a famous London theatre, a dressing-room used 
by a large number of girls was found to be two stories 
below the street, insanitary to the last degree, and 

THE ANTI-JERRY BUILDING CRUSADE. 
Turning to the larger aspect of healthy living in a 

vast and overcrowded city, we have again to note that 
the Council has made the first determimed attempt to 
abate the evils of the exclusion of hght and air and of 
the erection of flimsy shanties, in which no community can rear its families in comfort. The building of 
London has two characteristic faults—over-high houses 
and the overshadowing of the back of one building by another. As you pass along the suburban railways 
through the ricketty warrens of the poor, you will note that 
the tiny yards which separate one back from another are 
overgrown with little pimply outhouses and workshops,until the whole of the few square inches of open space has 
been swallowed up. The Council is endeavouring to 
change all this. It proposes to adopt the rule which 
prevails in Liverpool, of leaving an open space of ten 
feet in depth through the whole width of the 
building. The ten feet will be a minimum, for the 

without exits in case of fire. One of the lady members of 
the Council volunteered to inspect the room while the 
girls were using it, and amply confirmed the earlier 
reports. The Council, however, could only move by a 
report from its medical officer that the place was " unfit 
for habitation." As for the rest of the regulations, which 
only recently assumed a final shape, the question which 
will rise to every lip will be—" Why were they not made 
before " They insist on the provision of non-mineral oil 
and candle lamps in case of the sudden extinction of gas and electricity by fire ; they claim that there shall be two 
exits for each place in a theatre, that gangways shall not 
be blocked with seats, that exits shall be indicated in 
bold lettering, and that there shall be an ample supply of 
wet wraps,_rugs, and buckets kept on the stage or in the 
flies, and in the charge of a responsible person. In a 
word, if this be an example of the meddlesomeness of the 
Council, Londoners may well pray to have a little more 
of it. 

higher the house the greater will be the open space 
required. The Council propose that no part of a build¬ 
ing, except the chimneys, must pass above a line drawn 
from the rear of the open space towards the house at an 
angle of forty-five degrees. It also proposes to increase 
the minimum height of living rooms from seven to 
eight feet, and to limit the height of buildings to 
seventy-five feet, a suggestion which the Institute of 
British Architects approves. The chances are that when 
the Council's improvement scheme in Boundary Street, 
Bethnal Green, is complete the poor of London will for 
the first time be housed in a set of dwellings of simple 
elegance, and free from any sanitary defect. 

THE NEW DRAINAGE SYSTEM. 
But perhaps the most brilliant and successful of the 

Council's many contributions to the health of London 
has been its overhauling of the vast drainage system, 
under which about 200,000,000 gallons of sewage pours 
daily in two subterranean rivers into the sea. The 
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drainage of London is a mixed system, and probably not 
one man in a thousand understands its methods. Its 
main outlines are as follow :—Two great sewers north 
of the Thames, and one on the South (presently to be 
augmented by fresh channels, built at a cost of 
£2,250,000), convey London's refuse to the two outfall 
stations at Barking and Crossness. At different points 
the sewage has to be pumped from a lower to a higher 
level, and one of the most important of these pumping 
stations is fixed at Abbey Mills. 

HOW THE M.B.W. DID THE WORK. 
How did the Board of Works carry out its mission to 

keep London healthy and maintain the purity of its 
noble river, spanned by fine bridges and winding in 
delicious curves to the sea The answer must be—about 
as badly as can well be conceived. No sooner did the 
Main Drainage Committee get to work than it found that 
the great sewer which ran from Pimlico to Abbey Mills 
was always overfull. The top of the sewer could rarely 
be seen, and the result was that in times of flood a huge 
volume of undiluted filth was poured straight away into 
the Thames, while flooding was frequent. This largely 
arose from the fact that the pumps were mere churns, 
and instead of conveying the water, simply stirred 
it into a yeasty abomination. A practical engi¬ 
neer, Mr. Atkinson, was appointed, the machinery 
was overhauled, and the result is that the sewer 
is now invariably at a low level, and in times of heavy rains 
it carries the extra water without any difficulty. Eighty 
tons of coal, or 50 per cent, a week, were saved by this 
simple piece of municipal watchfulness. The Council has 
looked after the local authorities, and has prevented 
vestry contractors from choking the sewers by shooting 
their rubbish down them. But the greatest change of all 
was effected at the twin outfall works at Barking and 
Crossness. It is well worth the journey down the dreary 
Essex flats to inspect the simple and ingenious system by 
which the Council has in three short years relieved the 
Thames of the worst of its impurities. The plan is 
admittedly a compromise, and may one day be 
superseded by a vast scheme under which, at a possi¬ 
ble cost of £10,000,000, London's superfluous foul¬ 
ness will be carried to Dungeness, and possibly linked with a system of irrigation works. But on the 
point of comparison between the old and the new notions 
the Council can safely challenge criticism. The Board of 
Works was undoubtedly preparing for a better way, but 
its new plans were costly and inefficient, and had largely to be abandoned by the Council's engineers. In the 
main, however, they were simple enough. The whole 
body of sewage flowed into a vast underground reservoir 
covering many acres of ground, was penned in by the 
rising tide, and allowed to flow away with the falling water. The Thames therefore received every day 
200,000,000 gallons of unsifted abominations, which 
fouled its once fair foreshores and blackened its steel-grey waters. 

THE PRECIPITATION SYSTEM. 
To-day all this is altered. The new system at Barking is fairly complete, and there is now building at Crossness 

—the corresponding outfall station on the south side—a 
vast precipitation tank, resembling for all the world some 
ancient Norman crypt, which will apply the same process to the sewage of South London. At Barking three great 
processes are employed. The first is the "filth-hoists," a set of huge iron cages let down into the great 
sewers, which here combine into a foul modern Styx, 
flowing beneath the busy haunts of men. They catch 
the solid accretions, which in flood time include hundreds 

of dead and drowned rats. These are carried to destructo 
where they are reduced to mere ash and clinker, inodorc 
as the clods of a ploughed field. Sixty tons of^this mater 
are burned every day, and saved from the Thames, 
few yards further on are the lime-works. Here fo 
nicely - measured grains of lime for every gallon water are mixed with the sewage, the water used i 
slaking the lime being the foul, black liquor that 
skimmed off the top of the settling tanks further on, a 
then ingeniously forced back to the liming station. Th 
the mixture flows on to the sewer, a pure, inodoro 
liquid. But the process is not yet complete, few steps further on, another purifying agent, the shape of sulphate of iron in the proportion of oi 
grain to the gallon, is poured into the flowing streai 
Finally, it reaches the great precipitation tanks, to whi 
it finds entrance by the way of penstocks. In the 
underground chambers it is allowed to flow slowly, ai 
under the influence of the chemicals the sludge sinks 
the bottom, the slow passage over a series of culverts 
weirs giving it time to settle. The sludge is then pumpi into settling chambers, where the black scum or liqu is skimmed off' and pumped back to be mixed with lim 
while the body of liquid sewage flows slowly into tl 
Thames in a stream no thicker or muddier than that 
the mass of the water which it meets, and quite fr< 
from smell. It is thus purified (1) of the sludge, (2) the solid matter, (3) of the worst impurities—about a 
eighth of the whole—in actual solution. 

THE RESULTS. 
Meanwhile the sludge, to the extent of 20,000 tons 

week, is pumped from the settling chambers into tw 
fine vessels, which steam with it fifty miles to Barro 
Deep. Along this narrow deep channel the sludge-boai steam slowly for ten miles, discharging as they go. Tf 
only remaining question is, Does the sludge befoul tl 
seashore The answer of the inhabitants is " No' 
and as a final test several members of the Main Drainag Committee landed on the spit of sand which bounds th 
Channel, and, taking off shoes and stockings, foun 
it as clear and white as a strip of coast in Poppylani On the whole, it is clear that the Thames is purer than. 
ever had a chance of becoming under the old system. Th 
foreshore at Barking, once black and befouled, is no 
clean and wholesome to the view, while an enterprisin 
gentleman who used to sit in a boat by the outfall sewer an 
skim from the sewage the grease that floated on the surfac 
and boil it down for candles, has, since the Council 
system came to work, found his occupation largely gon< But the Main Drainage Committee are not satisfiec 
They have still work to do, and they know it. Bu 
London has to thank them for an admirable piece c 
civic enterprise, and it owes an especial debt of gratitud to the chairman, Mr. Howell Williams, one of the mos 
patient and vigilant administrators on a body that ha 
produced far more than an average supply of able am 
honest men. To conclude—the work of the new systen has not been carried out at the cost of the health of tin 
Council's workers. The "flushers" and men at th " filth-hoists" have, thanks to the efficient Stewardshi] of Labour which John Burns has exercised, been put oi 
shifts of eight hours, have had their wages raised to ; 
minimum of about 32s. per week, and stand to-day for ; 
fairly model picture of health, comfort, and content. 

V.—FOR ITS POOR AND SUFFERING. 
In considering what the County Council has done foi 

London, let it always be remembered that the Council 
like the ratepayer, is poor. The Government, by agree ment of both parties, deprived it of the coal and wins 
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dues. Over three-quarters of a million a year, declared 
by a Royal Commission to be pubfic money, is diverted 
from the Corporate needs of London to the control of the 
City companies to waste or spend largely at their own 
sweet wills. Even a full half of the Is. rate for which the 
Council is responsible goes to paying off the old debt of 
the Metropolitan Board of Works. Cheaply as London 
is governed—and when we consider that its annual 
expenditure per head of its population is smaller than 
that of any representative English or foreign city 
it cannot be said to be excessive—there is a hard 
and cruel limit set to the possibilities of pulling 
the great city out of the mire. That limit is 
set by the Duke of Westminster and his brother land¬ 
lords, by the Conservative party, by the cliques and 
interests which hate the County Council " because their 
deeds are evil," and will fight might and main this month 
to prevent a change in the incidence of taxation. Both 
the large work and the far larger aspirations of London's 
"First Parliament" have therefore been necessarily a 
kind of " first call "—an awakening appeal—to its social 
salvation. We perceive first of all that the Council's 
distinguishing characteristic has been the infusion of a 
real and vivifying municipal spirit. What Matthew 
Arnold found to be the early impulse of Christianity— 

One wave of thought and love 
Lifting mankind amain— 

typifies in a lesser sense the spiritual relations of the 
Council to London. 

THE HOUSING QUESTION. 
With regard to the housing question the Council have 

done two great things : they have forced the Government 
into action, and they have stirred up the vestries. It 
cannot too often be repeated that London owes the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act and the Public 
Health Act to those very interferences in " policy " which 
ignorant critics have condemned. In regard to the 
Health Act especially, the Government adopted nearly 
all the Council's recommendations, and the vital clauses 
of the Act are practically theirs. Equally beneficent has 
been the spur of an honest central authority applied to 
the sluggish and often indirectly corrupt local bodies. 
Before the consolidation of the Housing Acts in 1890, 
the chief work of the Housing Committee was that of 
calling the attention of the vestries to unsanitary areas 
and buildings. In this the Council has had the benefit 
not only of enthusiasts like Lord Compton, but of the 
reforming ardour of a Tory of the Shaftesbury order 
in the person of Mr. Beachcroft. Its action has 
also been admirably forwarded by the General Medical 
Officer, Mr. Shirley Murphy, who has furnished one 
of the scores of instances in which the Council, 
as a good master, has made a thoroughly good servant. 
Mr. Murphy has inspected every unsanitary area which 
has come under the eye of the Council, and the Com¬ 
mittee, which wisely divided itself up into district bodies, 
has done the same for the more considerable spaces. 
Since the Housing Act came into force, a plentiful har¬ 
vest has been reaped from these early endeavours. The 
vestries have largely changed their attitude, and are now 
cordially co-operating with the Council for the re-con¬ 
struction of the small unsanitary spots under Part II. of 
the Act. The district medical officers have worked like 
Britons, and to-day there is going on in every part of the 
metropohs a great public health crusade such as London 
has never known. Since the Act came into operation 
over 1,200 unsanitary dwellings have been dealt with, 
and 400 more remain for treatment. Considering that 

London requires probably 400,000 rooms rebuilt in order 
to come up to the modest ideal of two rooms for each 
family, the above record seems trifling enough. How¬ 
ever, in the course of its vigilant inquiry into " how the 
poor live," the Housing Committee came upon an area of 
special and, indeed, horrifying unhealthiness, which 
seemed to call for heroic treatment. 

THE BOUNDARY STREET SCHEME. 
In a block of houses, which may be called, for short¬ 

ness, Boundary Street, in Bethnal Green, built at a time 
when that hive of human beings was a suburban village, there were living and dying between 5,000 and 6,000 
persons under conditions which Dr. Longstaff—a Tory, but 
a medical enthusiast—described as " a disgrace to the 
richest city in the world." Every year 100 persons were perishing who would not have died had they been 
living elsewhere in London. The average death-rate of 
London in the four years from 1886 to 1889 was 18-9, and 
even in Bethnal Green was only 22'3. But in Boundary Street forty persons per 1,000 had on an average died, 
while deaths from zymotic and tubercular diseases had 
been nearly four times greater than the average for all 
London. More piteous still, the chances of a child dying there in its first year of life compared with the same 
chance of a London child dwelling elsewhere, was 
as five to three. Many of the streets were only 18 ft. wide—that is to say, the drawing-rooms of most 
well-to-do middle-class people are wider than the 
space which separated one hne of swarming shanties 
from another. Most of the cottages were not fit to shelter 
a dog. They were damp, low, and dark. The whole 
block had absolutely no open space worth the name. The 
yards were swallowed up by outhouses and buildings, and 
in point of fact so many Londoners, young and old, were 
being slain there every year from want of light, air, and 
wholesome living. After a long and fierce debate the 
Council came to the conclusion that this was essentially a 
case for treatment under Part I. of the Act, which allows 
a large scheme of rehousing with—and this is the 
essential point—powers to rebuild on generous and 
scientific lines. The Council might, of course, have 
struggled with the landlords (the most conspicuous of 
whom, by the way, were the Ecclesiastical Commissioners) 
and with the vestries under Part II., but they decided 
that it was necessary to give London a signal object-lesson 
in the housing of the poor, and few reasonable men can 
doubt that they were right. So they treated the area as 
a whole, prepared to rehouse the evicted people on a chosen 
site, and initiated a great scheme for the provision of healthy 
living for this little town of East-end workers. Allowing 
for various methods of recoupment, it is thought that 
the scheme will cost £300,000, possibly less, certainly 
not more. This compares favourably enough with the 
cost of the housing enterprises of the Board of Works, 
which, it will bo remembered, did not of itself rehouse 
any one of its displaced poor. At Bethnal Green the 
Council is now the vigilant superintendent of a rehous¬ 
ing and rebuilding scheme. It will let to no building 
company which will not provide rooms 8 ft. 6 in. in 
height, with staircases exposed to the air, and with the 
sill of the underground rooms level with the street. The 
speculative companies declare that under these rules they 
cannot build at a profit. In that case the Council will 
build itself, and we shall have for the first time in the 
heart of London a model working-class village, cheerful, 
wholesome, and prettily-built, which will have the invalu¬ 
able effect of raising the whole standard of housing for 
the mass of the labouring poor. 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


36 The County Council Election. 

A MUNICIPAL HOSPICE. 
A second department of the Council's work for the 

better housing of the poor has had to do with a class the 
most forlorn, perhaps, in the whole history of modern 
civic life—the class of the migratory and practically 
homeless poor who call no home their own and know not 
where to lay their heads, save in London's twenty-five 
casual wards, and in rather less than 1,000 common 
lodging or " doss" houses. Mr. Williams Benn, lately 
gave in the columns of the Da dy Graphic a memorable 
picture of what life in a London " doss " house means. 
Early in its history the Council had brought before it the 
magnificent experiment under which Glasgow has built, 
opened, and maintained seven common lodging-houses, 
in which in a single year thousands of wanderers were 
found in decent and comfortable sleeping room. A 
recreation-room was attached in which lectures were 
delivered and music was given on a municipal harmonium, 
while there were arrangements for the cheap cooking of 
excellent food and the drying of the lodgers' clothes. The 
Housing Committee took a journey to Glasgow, saw how 
the experiment worked, and decided to imitate it. Once 
more, therefore, the public authority is going to outbid 
the slum-owner. A site has been chosen in Shelton 
Street, Drury Lane; excellent designs have been ac¬ 
cepted, and when the house is open it will accommodate 
320 people, who may get beds for 3d. and 4d. a night. 
There is every reason to suppose that the experiment 
will, like that of Glasgow, not only be no charge on the 
community, but will pay very well. Clearly it must pay 
not simply in £. s. d., but in souls and bodies and " lives 
o' men." 

THE ASYLUMS. 
It would be impossible to enumerate in the space of 

these articles the small mercies which the poor of London 
owe to the County Council. We should have housing 
schemes at Millbahk and Battersea and elsewhere had not 
the Government stopped them. We have referred to the 
measures by which the Council broke up a ring of 
fraudulent coal-dealers who habitually imposed on poor 
London buyers. It is enough to say that since the 
Council began to expose and punish the social infamy of 
short weight, the average London coal sack has been 
deepened by six inches, and has given up its old bad 
habit of bursting under pressure. We must turn now to 
the large question of the four great asylums, soon to be 
augmented by a fifth, and in course of time by a 
sixth, in which the Council endeavours to superintend the 
majority of the 11,000 lunatics committed to its charge. At present the four great centres of Hanwell, Banstead, 
Colney Hatch, and Cane Hill hold most of the com¬ 
munity of unfortunates who live under the care of a 
committee of London's Parliament. It is not worth while 
to exaggerate what the Council has done for the asylums. 
By universal testimony, whatever has been initiated by it has been thoroughly good work. But necessarily it has 
gone mainly on the lines on which the county magistrates, whom it succeeded, were accustomed to proceed. The 
Council has, however, accomplished three great reforms in 
administration. The first is the purchase of stores by a 
central contract committee, who issue tenders for all the 
asylums. Mr. McDougall, to whom this reform is mainly 
due, is satisfied that a very large saving has been effected 
under it. It is possible that the advantages of accepting the lowest tender, subject to the work proving satisfac¬ 
tory, is open to objection, but it has had the advantage of doing away with favouritism and of cutting off a pal¬ 
pable road to jobbery. Mr. McDougall thinks he has saved 
£10,000 by it, and that this ought to cover the extra cost of 

improving the wages of the staff', increasing their holidays, 
and bettering their diet and that of the patients—the 
second change for which the Council is responsible. 
All these things have been done, and considering that 
even as things stand to-day the weekly cost for each 
patient is only 9s. '6\A. per head, that the charges have 
been unified over a large area, and that the foundations 
have been laid for what may possibly grow into a great 
Medical and Charities Board for London, the Council 
must be held to have scored a point in sound administra¬ 
tion. The third change, for which again London has 
largely to thank Mr. McDougall, has been the abolition of 
the beer diet for patients, except of course where alcohol 
is medically prescribed. No man who knows the fatal con¬ 
nection between drinkandinsanity needs to be told thatthis 
reform is no piece of fanatical puritanism. As a matter of 
fact, it grew out of a thoroughly trustworthy experiment. 
Dr. Moody, the accomplished superintendent of the model 
asylum at Cane Hill, had long banished drink from his 
patient's dietary, and the results were found to be excel¬ 
lent. The percentage of cures at Cane Hill was always 
high, and this year, for instance, it reached fifty-two per 
cent, of the year's admissions. On inquiry into the sub¬ 
ject the committee found that seventy per cent, of the 
people discharged were drink patients, and that one in¬ 
mate had been discharged fourteen times after recovering 
from separate attacks of alcoholism. So the change was 
made, and, as might have been expected, was thoroughly 
justified. Without exception, the medical superintendents 
of Hanwell, Banstead, and Colney Hatch approved it; 
the patients were quieter, epileptic fits were less severe, 
much of the restlessness, which is the curse of insanity, 
disappeared, and the percentage of cures increased. The 
reform was then extended, by a cautious system of local 
option, from the patients to the staff. In the end 95 per 
cent, of the attendants freely consented to accept a 
money payment instead of beer. To-day, therefore, 
London boasts a great centrahsed asylum system run on 
teetotal lines. Let the temperance organisations in Lon¬ 
don remember this when they are called upon to vote in 
the County Council election. 

A MODEL SICK REFUGE. 
Of all the asylums under the care of the Council the 

best is perhaps the newest. This is Cane Hill, perched 
on one of a series of rolling Surrey hills, which offer one 
of the lovehest panoramas in that lovely country side. 
To men and women whose minds-still carry faint literary 
reminiscences of the old Bedlam, born of the days when 
madness was set down as an eccentric form of crime, and 
when of all the dark places of the earth the asylum was, 
perhaps, the abode of the most callous cruelty, a visit to 
Cane Hill must tell something of the progress of social 
ideas. The treatment of insanity as a curable disease is 
the first care of a modern asylum, whether it be a " pauper" or a paying establishment. Not a single 
patient in any one of the Council's asylums pays 
one farthing, but every man, woman, and child 
is the object of special care on the part 
of the committee, the medical superintendent, and 
his stafi. At Cane Hill, for instance, Dr. Moody has 
a daily report of the progress of each patient. As soon 
as he enters the asylum he is photographed, his case is 
watched with minute vigilance, and the smallest daily 
variation in his symptoms is noted. As for any form of 
penal restraint, that has long ago disappeared. Such a 
thing as a strait-waistcoat is unknown. Even the 
padded cell is never locked, and an attendant is stationed 
at the door, with ear alert for the patient's relief. For as 
the object of the treatment is, to use John Bright's im- 
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mortal phrase, to "relume the extinguished lamp of 
reason," so the method is that of mere human patience 
and gentleness scientifically applied. Very beautiful is 
it to watch a nurse sitting by the side of a young girl 
suffering from acute mania, and gradually coaxing her 
back to calm and reason. A few years ago and this 
young thing would have been clapped in a strait-waist¬ 
coat and pitilessly forced into confirmed insanity. To¬ 
day she will probably be discharged, in a few 
months or weeks, permanently cured. With the 
curative treatment is combined a measure of 
physical comfort, which still contrasts suggestively enough 
with the workhouse treatment of the helpless poor. Why 
the sane " pauper"' should be treated as if he were a 
criminal, and the mad " pauper " as if he were a human 
being, is a little difficult to say, but so it is. The wards 
at Cane Hill, for instance, are charming rooms, well 
lighted and well warmed, the tables covered with pot- 
plants, pictures on the walls, and little ornaments on the 
mantel-pieces. The upholstering is bright, and even 
dainty; there are invalid chairs, settees, bed-tables, and, 
indeed, all the machinery of a modern hospital. The 
inmates have books and newspapers to read ; the diet is 
good and abundant, and the result has been that in many 
cases where insanity is the last result of long physical 
debility—of the struggle for life in populous towns—a 
supply of " kitchen medicine"' has usually brought the 
patient round. The poor asylum, indeed, has become, in 
the hands of such men as Dr. Moody, a home rather than 
a prison, a place of rest rather than a house of torture. 

It is not, of course, pretended that the Council is 
entirely responsible for this beneficent treatment of the 
poor insane. What it has done has been consistently to 
emphasise the gentler and more human side of the 
system, and to give to its nicest details a patient and un¬ 
ceasing vigilance, which cannot be over-praised. Both 
Mr. Martineau, the experienced, wise, and able chairman 
of the Asylums Committee, and Mr. McDougall have 
practically given up their whole life to their work. It is a 
pleasure to go round a County Council asylum with these 
men and to watch their demeanour to the patients. 
They have been seconded in every way by Mr. Strong, 
Mr. Leon, Mr. Jones, and many others, who have freely 
given of their best, hi time and talent, to the service of 
these wrecked lives. The Asylums Committee has 
divided itself into sub-committees, each of which takes 
charge of a separate asylum. Every one of the great 
institutions is guarded with motherly watchfulness, and all 
of them are governed on the democratic principle—that 
the poor, in one of the gravest afflictions of life, shall, 
equally with the rich, share the alleviation which the 
great twin forces of Knowledge and Love can bring. 

VI.-FOR ITS PLEASURE. 
We have at last arrived at a sphere of the County 

Council's work as to which its most malignant critics have 
nothing but praise to offer, and that is the management 
of the too scanty preserve of London's common ground. 
Even the St. James's Gazette, usually a remorseless enemy, 
confessed the other day that in the management of the 
parks the Council had shown a "laudable energy and 
common sense." It is unnecessary to point out how 
vital the business of municipalising the open-air pleasure 
of the people of London has become. Of all the great 
cities of the world London is the worst off'for open spaces. 
In proportion to its population it has nothing like the 
magnificent provision which private munificence has 
made for the wants of Newcastle, while thanks to the 
muddled anarchy associated with London's growth, 
we are not within measurable distance of such 

cities as Chicago, where the workers dwell in con¬ 
centric rings of suburban townships connected 
by parks and shady avenues. However, in three years 
the Council's example and practice have exactly doubled 
the area of open spaces. To-day we have 3,000 acres 
controlled by the London County Council—apart from 
the royal parks—on which no jerry builder can set his 
hand, in place of 1,500. But this statement only ex¬ 
hausts one side of the Parks Committee's work. The 
Council has gone in for what economists call " inten¬ 
sive cultivation " ; in other words, they have transformed 
the old parks and commons. Who would recognise, even 
at this season of bare, cold winter, in the Wandsworth 
or Clapham Common of to-day, with the grass re-turfed, 
the ponds and lakes purified and renewed, and with 
water-fowl sailing and dipping on their surface, the scanty, 
ill-tended strips of turf and heather for which the Metropo¬ 
litan Board of Works were responsible The improvement 
is not merely in one but in scores of directions. For one thing, 
the new service of keepers organised by the Council in 
place of the metropolitan police has swept parks and 
commons of the vicious scoundrels who used to make the 
children's lives a terror to them. But above all has London 
to thank its Parks Committee for the first intelligent and 
active supervision of the athletic life of a city-nation of 
shop assistants, and manual and brain workers suffering 
from unexampled pressure on nerves and physique. Mr. 
Wm. Saunders in his useful " History of the First London 
County Council" (National Press Agency) gives the fol¬ 
lowing suggestive estimate of what the Parks Com¬ 
mittee has done for the promotion of outdoor pleasure:— 

Annual Annual 
Cost. Attendance. 

14 Gymnasiums £840 300,000 
20 Cricket Fields (6,7001 „.„.„ ("Players 147,000 

pitches) J* ' [Spectators 300,000 
82 Football Grounds £410 {f^f^ ^ 

180 Tennis Courts £780 {g^^ *g°°° 
446 Band Performances £1,500 446,000 

6 Weeks' Skating £500 500,000 

Total £5,370 Total 2,468,500 
Thus, for a current expenditure of £5,370 more than 

2,000,000 of people have been entertained. The cost of such 
entertainments under any system of private enterprise would 
be not less than 3d. to Is. per head; under the municipal 
system it has been less than id. per head. The capital ex¬ 
penditure involved in making permanent provision for these 
entertainments is less than the cost of one dining-hall for a 
City company. 

In fact, while the City has been dining the County 
Council has been working, with the characteristic result 
(for London) that it is the mark for the clumsy attacks of 
every ignorant party journalist and of every crafty and 
interested agitator. 

THE ORGANISATION OF LONDON'S PLEASURE. 
One of the band of " faddists," " self-seekers," " self- 

advertising schemers," and " meddling rascals," who are 
the favourite butts of the Times and the Standard, is 
Mr. W. H. Dickinson. This gentleman is young, rich, 
and leisured. For three years lie has given up every spare 
hour of his life to the organisation of the pleasure of poor 
London. For the better supervision of London's needs, 
the Parks Committee appointed a Games Sub-Com¬ 
mittee, of which Mr. Dickinson, now the chairman of the 
central body, was the first president. When Mr. 
Dickinson took charge of the department, the whole 
system of supervising the cricket-pitches for the use of 
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London schools and clubs was neglected. Applications 
for allotments of ground were acceded to at random, 
and the result was that rival clubs not unfre- 
quently settled their claims by the rude me¬ 
dium of a battle with stumps, bats, and fists. All 
this was very soon altered. The allotment of pitches was 
taken from the park superintendents and made the 
special business of the committee. Mr. Dickinson and 
his companions have held a series of interminable Sports 
Sessions, at some of which nearly 200 applications for 
pitches have had to be considered. The claims of each 
club were examined on their merits and decided accord¬ 
ing to its age and standing, so that instead of the first- 
comers selecting their own ground, and very often 
fighting for it, the entire space was mapped out at the 
commencement of the season. The clubs fixed their 
matches, and having made their agreement with the 
committee, were certain of being able to secure their 
ground, or their specially " reserved pitch," on the day 
they required it. In addition to this, the number of 
pitches has been enormously increased. The old Metro¬ 
politan Board provided for about 200 badly-maintained 
and overcrowded grounds; the Council has increased 
the number to about 1,300, and has provided and laid 
out 150 football grounds. Cricketers have in some 
cases been accommodated with shelters for dressing, 
and the quality of the pitches—which in the 
old days were models of " bumpiness"—have been 
improved out of knowledge. To the great staple games 
of English youth have been added golf—which can 
now be played on Blackheath, Clapham, and Tooting 
Bee Commons at stated hours—hockey, which will be 
begun this year; lawn-tennis, for which over 300 care¬ 
fully rolled and tended courts, as against a sorry thirty- 
six kept by the Metropolitan Board, have been provided ; 
quoits, formerly regarded as " dangerous," but now played 
under proper regulations; and boating, which can be en¬ 
joyed on the beautiful waters at Victoria, Finsbury, and 
Battersea Parks, and out of which the Council is making 
over £1,000 profit a year. All these matters are either 
innovations due solely to the Council's action or have 
been largely extended by it. The manner in which a 
loyal enthusiasm and patience have added to what Words¬ 
worth calls " joy in widest commonalty spread " has been 
especially illustrated in regard to the skating. During 
the eight week's frost of last winter skating on excellent 
ice carefully preserved by the park-keepers went on 
every day from early morning till ten at night without a 
single accident. The facilities for the early morning 
bather have also been extended. 

THE ENLARGEMENT OF COMMON LAND. 
The Council has proceeded in its work of satisfying 

London's demands for open spaces in many ways. The 
knowledge that it was a vigilant guardian, of her interests 
has made it the recipient of handsome gifts, like that of 
Waterlow Park, Highgate, which, when fully laid out by 
the Council's landscape gardeners, will be as delightful as 
the Pare Monceau, which is one of the glories of Paris, 
Myatt's Fields in Camberwell, and North Woolwich 
Gardens. In conjunction with the vestries or private 
owners it has given South London the charming Brockwell 
Park, Bostall Woods to crowded Plumstead, fifty acres to 
populous Peckham, and a playground snatched from the 
jaws of the builder in the heart of the docks district. 
In Bethnal Green the Poor's Land has been similarly 
saved, London Fields have been metamorphosed, 
Ladywell and Lewisham have a new recreation ground, 
and three great railway companies, the Midland, the 
London, Chatham and Dover, and the London and North¬ 

western, have all been restrained from annexing stri 
of vacant land, and compelled either to abandon th 
claims or to give compensation in land or money. Eai 
in its career the Council decided that "no schei 
interfering with open spaces in favour of commerc 
or other undertakings ought to be permitted," a 
this resolution forms to-day the charter of Londoi 
playgrounds. In all, three fine parks and twenty-sev 
open spaces have been acquired, and eleven burial-groun have been taken over from a private association a 
maintained by the municipality as pretty little to^ 
gardens. 

BEAUTIFYING THE PARKS. 
No Londoner needs to be told of the renaissance of t 

neglected parks, extending from bare Finsbury to bea 
tiful Battersea. The Council has from the first been ke 
in obtaining the services of competent landsca 
gardeners, and though perhaps in one or two cases, as 
Dulwich,the plans have savoured a trifle of thetea-gard 
style of beauty, that will be inevitable so long Londoners are still unused to the duty of maintaini 
their own inheritance. When manners get a liti 
gentler, and respect for the rights of oth< 
a little keener, the Council will begin to remove t 
menacing rows of iron railings which keep the stray 
Cockney reveller off the softest strips of turf. The fi 
glories of the parks will be revealed in a year or so, wh 
the grass has thoroughly revived from long neglect ai 
misuse, and when the new shrubberies and exotic plar are fully grown. As for the ornamental waters, they a 
no longer the muddy drains of a few years ago, for t 
banks have been renewed and the water freshened. T 
Council has also been a large rearer of water-fowl, and 
Battersea, which forms the breeding-ground for the re 
of the parks, Chinese geese, Russian ducks, and bla 
and white swans, and all sorts of small and dainty wat< 
fowl are being kept for the delight of the Cockn 
pleasure-taker. The cost of all these things is a trif 
but how great is the sum of simple enjoyment th 
represent! 

THE CRY OF THE CHILDREN AND OTHERS. 
Every poor mother in London has reason to thank t 

Council for one little piece of social organisation. N 
only have the Parks Committee built a number of ne 
gymnasia, but they have separated the very little on 
from the children of an older growth. For the first tir 
the small slum children, out of whom Mrs. H. M. Stanl 
has for years been making picturesque sketches ai " copy," have a common playground of their own. Bo 
Battersea and Victoria Parks have children's gymnas and shelters in case of rain, while a matron sees that tl 
small folk come to no harm. On these cosy playgroun the children can enjoy see-saws, cradle-swings, and oth 
amusements whichhave for the most part been the exclusi 
property of the " class " as opposed to the "mass " Ghil 
The system might very well be extended, though if fcl 
Duke of Westminster can help it the child's outdo 
nursery will be shut down as remorselessly as the Scho 
Board swimming-baths. Add to this that the conve 
ience of men and women, which has been neglected the cost of health and decency, not only in the pari but all over London, has been largely met by the ere 
tion of public lavatories. Thanks to the Counc 
5,000,000 Londoners can now do their daily busine 
without running an almost ludicrous, but still very rei 
physical danger. 

MUNICIPAL MUSIC. 
To Mr. William Phillips, one of a veteran but no 

alas, rapidly thinning band, who, thirty years ago, s 
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about the thankless work of reforming London, its citizens 
owe another extension of the too narrow sphere of public 
pleasure. The idea that London might begin to emulate 
the average Continental city, where no holiday is com¬ 
plete without a public provision of music, was vigorously 
scouted when it first came before the Council. Even 
Lord Rosebery opposed it as a " fad," and strongly 
advised Mr. Phillips to abandon it. However, he and 
Mr. Grosvenor and others persevered, and a clause per¬ 
mitting the Council to raise a municipal band 
was slipped into its General Powers Bill, and 
by some miracle of good luck escaped the 
slaughtering hand of the Government. Then 
the Council got frightened of its own good 
intention, reduced the amount to be spent in music from 
f.3,000 to £1,500, and resolved to subsidise bands instead 
of raising and equipping them on its own account. No 
sooner, however, was the experiment cautiously and 
tentatively put in force last year than it turned out, in 
spite of the wet weather, a brilliant success. Four 
hundred and fifty performances, most of them by com¬ 
petent musicians, were given. This year the Council will 
spend £4,000 and give 1,000 performances, and a slight 
variant on the average London summer should add enor¬ 
mously to the attractions of the parks and gardens. Pro¬ 
grammes have always been given away, not sold. The 
music was popular, but not too popular, and one or two 
bands, notably that of the Commissionaires, have been all 
that could be desired. 

A PEOPIE'S TARIFF. 
The parks would have been incomplete without a ser¬ 

vice of refreshments, and the Londoner, who since the 
time of the Kensington exhibitions has been fast taking 
to the Frenchman's notion of having his holiday meal in 
the open air, has been very well looked after by the Parks 
Committee. The entire body of contractors have been 
overhauled, and have been put under a new system, which 
ensures the quality as well as the cheapness of the goods 
they supply. The tariff was revised by the Council, and to¬ 
day in the pretty little refreshment-rooms in Battersea 
I'ark an excellently cooked meal adapted to all degrees of 
slender purses, may be had. You may have tea at 6d., 9d., 
and Is.; there are children's cakes at a farthing; tea and 
coffee at a penny and twopence a cup, and chops and 
steaks at proportionate prices. Both food and drink are 
thoroughly good, cleanly and efficiently served, and really 
an improvement on anything that has yet been done by 
mere private enterprise. At one point, however, a firm 
line has been drawn. Nothing intoxicating is allowed to 
be sold in any one of the Council's parks or open spaces. 
Considering the temptations of a holiday crowd, and the 
difficulty of superintending it in the open air, no one will 
take this decision to be a bit of fanatical Puritanism. 
The drink of the Englishman does not yet consist of the 
light, harmless beers and thin wines of the French and 
German artizan. The Council has kept the parks healthily 
free from the scandals which used to disgrace them, and 
its action in this and other respects has been determined 
by prudent care for the interests of the people. 

THE STAFF. 
The Council had not been long in power before it 

decided to dispense with the services of the Metropolitan 
Police, over whom it had no control, and to substitute a 
staff of park keepers of its own. The result has been 
that at largely reduced cost, a body of men of singular 
intelligence and tact has been organised into a 
thoroughly reliable and competent force. The park 

keepers use somewhat gentler hands than the police, and 
they have necessarily more enthusiasm in their work, and 
more knowledge of it. The general amelioration of 
London labour which the Council has effected has been, 
of course, extended to the park men. They work 
forty-eight hours a week in winter, which really 
covers the whole working day, and fifty-four in 
summer; and there is a minimum wage of 27s. 
a week. The plan of one day's rest a week is rigidly 
adhered to, and, as over the whole range of the Council's 
dealings with its labourers, there is no overtime. The 
man who does a hard spell of work one week has a rest 
the next. The direct employment of labour has as usual 
been a source of real economy. It was found in many 
cases that the park surveyor was able to do the work 
for a very much smaller sum than the contractors offered, 
and in one case twenty acres were re-turfed for the same 
sum as would have been paid under the old system for 
thirteen acres. In a word, a service of London's pleasure 
incomparably beyond the dreams of the enthusiast for " physical education " has been accomplished without 
wrong to the humblest of its workers. 

VII.—FOR ITS LABOUR. 

There is one department, and one only, in which the 
Council can be said to have made a real increase in 
London's budget in favour of one class, though that 
includes the majority of its citizens—we mean the 
labourers. John Burns, who has been the head and 
front of this offending, calculates that the Council has 
added £50,000 to London's wage bill, which, stated in 
another form, is equivalent to a levy of a little over a 
rate of one farthing. As we pointed out, the increase is 
balanced by economies elsewhere;—on costly street im¬ 
provements which the Metropolitan Board would have 
carried out at the expense of the occupiers, on corrupt 
land deals, on the purchase and supervision of stores, 
and on the abolition of favouritism in contracts. 
Moreover, there is not a shadow of the shade of a doubt 
that the increase of charge has been counterbalanced by 
the greater efficiency of the work. The output of 
London's labourers is probably greater, in proportion to 
their numbers, than that of any other public body in 
England. There has been a development of morals cor¬ 
responding to a softening of the old hard relations of 
sweater and sweated, and the shortening of hours has 
entailed a closer concentration of work. Even at the 
unhealthy sewage works the flushers and filth hoistors 
have clear eyes, bright skins, clean and neat dresses, and 
altogether the air of well-satisfied toil. The chances are 
that the men do as much in the eight-hour shift 
as in the old twelve hours stretch; while in 
other cases, such as in the improvement of the 
parks and playgrounds, the Council has largely saved 
money'by employing its own workmen and eliminating the 
middleman's profit. For instance, Wandsworth Common 
has been charmingly laid out by the Council's surveyor 
for £400 less than the contractor's estimate, and £500 
was saved over the completion of the playground at 
Tench Street. Indeed, the extension of municipal 
employment has throughout been an unqualified success. 
The beautiful Waterlow Park, which next summer will 
be perhaps the most delightful of London's town gardens, 
is only one disproof among many of the notion that 
pubhc woik is necessarily or usually bad and slack work. 
In order, however, to set in the clearest light the methods 
of the Council for the improvement of the condition of 
the workers of London, it is necessary to go a little more 
closely into detail. 
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EXAMPLE AND PRECEPT. 
Throughout the whole range of the Labour question 

the Council has proceeded on the double lines of example 
and precept. It has (1) extended the sphere of direct 
employment, and (2) has enforced as far as possible its 
own model rules on its contractors. Let us examine first 
its treatment of its own employes. Early in its career it 
came to the conclusion that the great sphere of public 
work which did not necessitate a large outlay on plant 
ought, both in the interest of the ratepayer and of the 
labourer, to be done by itself. It therefore decided that 
in future it would maintain and cleanse its own embank¬ 
ments, keep and repair its own bridges, and superintend 
its own parks. All these good intentions have been 
carried out with efficiency and economy. It has organised 
a service of park superintendents, who have reflected the 
Council's own wishes for the gentle and wise superin¬ 
tendence of London's outdoor pleasure ; it has reduced 
the hours of its park workers to forty-eight hours a 
week in winter and fifty-four in summer, and it has 
raised the minimum wage from 24s. to 25s. a week. It 
has also extended the minimum of 6d. per hour for un¬ 
skilled labour which the dock strike initiated to the 
whole body of its employes. After a long struggle it 
has enforced the great moral and industrial principle of 
one day's rest in seven ; it has abolished overtime, and 
established instead the rule that where an extra spell 
of labour was involved one week it should be balanced 
by a lighter term the next. The humblest of its 
servants now enjoys a week's holiday in the year, while 
every fireman is bound to receive twenty-six days' relief 
from his daily and nightly task of watching over 
5,000,000 lives and the greatest aggregation of wealth 
the world has ever seen. The asylum attendants and 
nurses have three whole holidays a month and two half 
days, which brings up their period of rest to the average 
of one day a week. But perhaps the most beneficent 
labour reform for which the Council has been responsible 
has been the equalisation of the pensions of the poor with those of the rich. 

THE PENSIONS QUESTION. 
The Council had not been long in power when a pecu¬ 

liarly scandalous example of social inequality—which, by the way, is fully described in Mr. William Saunders's 
history of the County Council—came before it. Sir 
Joseph Bazalgette, an engineer of great ability, who had 
accumulated a large fortune in the service of the Metro¬ 
politan Board of Works, retired on a pension of £1,250 a 
year. Before leaving he had written a letter to a poor 
sewer-flusher, broken down by thirty-two years' unhealthy 
work, informing him that his sick pay would have to 
cease. On that flagrant scandal the Council decided to 
act, and after a long and tough struggle with the law and 
the Government, obtained leave to grant an annual allow¬ 
ance to all retiring servants. Under this salutary rule nine 
workmen who have left on account of age or infirmity have been saved from the workhouse at a total cost cf 
£250. With regard to the employes at the top of the 
scale, the Council has pursued a different plan. Highly- 
paid officers have been appointed without a claim for a 
pension, and in course of time the entire question will 
probably be settled on the democratic lines of a con¬ 
tribution from the Council of 2A per cent, to a super¬ annuation fund for all its employes, irrespective of social 
standing or the nature of the employment. An excellent rule for the firemen—all of whom, by the way, have re¬ 
ceived an increased wage, which brings the lowest class within measurable distance of John Burns's moral mini¬ 
mum of 30s. a week—gives the whole staff a chance of 

rising from the lowest to the highest grade, subject tc 
merit and length of service. The same healthy principle 
of promoting from the lowest to the highest ranks has 
been largely applied to the Council's clerical staff. 

MORALISING THE CONTRACTOR. 
The question remained as to the Council's attitude tc 

the contractors who carried out its larger industrial 
operations. For its own employes it had practically 
established a maximum of nine hours a day, with special 
eight-hour shifts for flushers and filth-hoist men, whe 
had to stand for long spells over the foul streams which 
find their outfall at Barking and Crossness. But was it tc 
exercise any supervision over the workers with whom its 
relations were only indirect Before it had been at worli 
a month, on the motion of Mr. Costelloe, but practical!) 
by the unanimous resolution of the entire body, it came 
to the conclusion that it both could and would. Or 
March 5th, 1889, it passed a motion which we have 
described as " the charter of London's labour." It was 
to the effect— 

That the Council shall require from any person f ormall) 
tendering for any contract to the Council a declaration tha 
they will pay such rate of wages and observe such hours o 
labour as are generally accepted as fair in their trade, and ii 
the event of any charges to the contrary being establishec 
against them the tender should not be accepted. 
Here, then, was a direct blow at the sweating system, a 
which the pulpit, the press, and politicians had beei 
hammering blows for half a century without ever sub 
stantially impairing its direful sway. In other words 
the great moral problem of the treatment of labour wai 
placed in the hands of the workmen's organisations a 
the only bodies capable of guaranteeing a righteou 
system. The Council's resolution has been carried ou 
with unflinching sternness, and its result has been ti 
mitigate in favour of the workers of London the whol 
system of accepting the lowest tender. Under it th' 
employer who cuts his estimate for public work in th 
hope of sweating his profit out of ill-paid and ill 
organised labour finds to-day his occupation gone 
Linked with this reform was another of equal import 
ance. The Council decided that it would be impossibl 
to allow the contractor to slip out of his engagements t< 
his workmen by letting out his business to another mar 
They therefore decided to forbid sub-letting and sub 
contracting, save in those cases where work lay outsid 
the ordinary scope of the contractor's trade. This regu 
lation has not only been laid down, but enforced, am 
one fine of £500 was inflicted as a warning, which it ha 
not been found necessary to repeat. The petty, sweatin 
jobmaster has thus been eliminated, for the good of ever 
creature except himself. In only one case, indeed, tha 
of the building of the Claybury Asylum, where Joh 
Burns had to lead a strike of workmen against th 
Council, has any labour trouble arisen under the nei " fair house " system. 

AN INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF LABOUR. 
The credit of this splendid supervision of the rights c 

labour belongs no doubt to the Progressives in th 
Council, but it has to be admitted that while the voic 
has been the voice of the Council, the hands have ofte 
been the hands of John Burns. No recent piece 
social service has been more thorough, more unfiinchin; 
more brilliant, or more tactful than the enforcement 
social justice, for which good Mr. Tims's colleague f 
Battersea has been responsible. John Burns has, indee 
been the perambulating labour conscience of the Counc 
He has examined the grievances, and looked after tl 

V 
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health and comfort of the flushers, bridgemen, park work¬ 
men, and scavengers. On the other hand he has 
rigidly enforced the fair bargain that while the 
County Council is to do its duty to the 
men, the men shall do theirs to the Council. 
Scamping, shirking, the sly insertion of bits of bad work 
or bad material, have had no more unsparing critic than 
he. Being himself well looked after, the London work¬ 
man is in his turn giving of his best. Finally, the 
Council has rigidly refused to control any public service, 
such as municipal tramways, without stipulating for the 
fair treatment of the workers. It has added a ten hours 
clause to its five Tramways Bills, and has thus struck an 
effective blow at a form of wage-slavery of which London 
has been the special parent. On the labour question, 
therefore, as in other departments of municipal life, 
London is beginning to see light above the old sunless 
forest inVhich the social reformer of ten years ago was 
bound to lose his trackless ways. 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER. 
r'*Our task is done. We have presented to Londoners 
the story of three years' unbought devotion to their best 
moral^and material interests. We have shown how large 

ideas of policy may be combined with unselfish and 
faithful pursuit of the work that came nearest to the 
hands of these 130 odd men, called and chosen to redeem 
the great city from the reproach of a corrupt and 
slatternly rule. The Council has not yet, in Blake's 
words, built " Jerusalem in England's green and pleasant 
land." London is still neither green nor pleasant; but 
she is cleaner, wholesomer, collectively happier and 
juster, than she was in January, 1889. Now, again, 
she has referred back to her the choice of her governors. 
According to some prophets she is going to make the " grand refusal." She is going to reject the men in whom 
she can find no fault, and fix her choice on Barrabbas. 
We do not believe it. There is only one class of 
Londoner to whom the Council has offered loss rather 
than gain, and they are the men who abstract from her 
funds the material she accumulates in the process of her 
common activities, and that she needs for the realisation 
of any high ideal of civic life. Their hard, unenlightened 
selfishness is the one great obstacle which the Council has 
laboured in vain to remove. In three years London has 
moved on. But the reason why she has not moved 
farther and faster is because the Duke of Westminster's 
carriage stops the way. 
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IY.-THE RECORD OF ATTENDANCES. 

The record of attendances is at best a very imperfect mode of calculating the diligence of Councillors. There 
are Councillors who do notshrink from " earning "a reputa¬ tion for constant attendance by merely attending the 
committee room for the purpose of entering their names 
as present. Such an entry, even if followed immediately 
after by an exit, counts for an attendance equally with a six hours' sitting. Nor is that the only 
vitiating circumstance. Much of the hardest work 
of the Councillor is not shown in this list of attendances. 
Inspections, for instance; visits to stations or asylums, 
etc., take up much more time than a mere committee 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE AT COMMITTEES. 
From April 1st, 1889, to March 31st, 1891 

From a Photograph by] [Fiadelle and Young. 
Mli. BEACHCROFT. 

meeting ; but they are not shown. The attendances for 
the third year cannot be given as they are not yet 
published. Still, with all these drawbacks, the record of 
attendances is the only clue which the public has to the 
regularity and assiduity with which the Councdlors 
perform their tasks. 

The first fact which is brought out very clearly by the 
figures is that the average attendance at the Committee 
is between fifty and sixty per cent, of the total member¬ 
ship of the Committees. The percentage of attendance 
in the smaller sub-committees is somewhat larger. The 
attendance at the Council is the largest of all. The 
figures are as follows :— 

Com. Ppr- P A C WW T 
Asylum 58 24 41 .'. 
Bridges 21 13 62 
Buildings Act 19 9 50 
C. Diseases (Animals) 17 9 53 
Corporate Property 16 10 63 
Offices 17 9 53 
Finance 17 11 65 
Fire Brigade 18 10 56. 
Highways 17 9 53 
Housing 32 19 59 
Improvements 17 10 59 
Industrial Schools 17 6 35 
Local Government 24 12 50 
Main Drainage 18 15 83 
Parks 31 17 55 
Parliamentary 29 12 41 
Sanitary 17 11 65 
Standing 23 13 57 
Theatres 30 15 50 
Transfer of Business from Justices 12 4 33 
Contract 19 9 47 
Country Boads 11 4 36 
Water Supply 19 11 58 

Sub.Cm.P* 
P. A. Cli 
12 6 I 
6 3 I 
8 5 j None jj - 4 3J 

None i 
None y- 

.7 5"' 
• 7 5g' .841 

None 
13 3 : 

.531 
None 
13 7 I 
4 3 
6 4 
5 3 
6 4 

None 
None 
None 
3 3 

Council Meetings: -Possible. Actual. 
134 113 

Percentage. 
84 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE OF COUNCILLORS. 
The following is the list of the attendances of t 

Councillors in alphabetical order after the Chairmen ai 
Vice-chairmen, who are e.v-qfficio members of all^Coi 
mittees :— 

Names. Council. COM3. Sub Cs. TOT1L A' 
P. A. 1'. A. p. A. p. J 

Rosebery, Earl of 90 56 838 353 3 931 4i 
LubbocK. Sir J... 90 83 1222 348 25 3 1337 4 
Farrar, Sir T. H 90 66 556 124 36 13 682 2 
Haggis, A. H. 90 90 963 684 54 33 1107 8 
Ac worth, W. M... 90 69 167 84 7C 43 327 1 
Ambrose, J. 90 89 199 149 125 44 414 2 
Antrobus, B. C. 90 83 257 135 94 60 441 2 
Arnold, A. 90 66 171 92 20 12 281 1 
Arter A 90 79 203 137 132 88 425 3 
Austin, E. 90 80 149 104 210 160 449 3 
Barker, J. 90 70 228 116 24 — 342 1 
Beachcroft, R. M 90 89 241 190 263 166 594 4 
Beal, J 90 86 270 221 102 67 462 3 
Beaumont, Capt 

W. S 90 59 56 18 — — 146 
Beck, J 90 85 143 51 82 64 315 2 
Bell, H 90 88 174 149 67 63 331 3( 
Benn, J. W. 90 82 209 101 88 34 387 2 
Beresford - Hope, 

C 82 65 141 44 89 12 312 1 
Bott, W. G. 90 77 129 84 91 41 310 2( 
Boulnois, E. 90 72 185 66 — — 275 1 
Branch, J 90 73 110 43 116 45 316 1( 
Brereton, If. S. 90 90 190 153 17 5 297 2- 
Bullivant, W. P... 90 79 151 111 5 4 249 li 
Burns, J. 90 76 298 188 50 25 438 2! 
Campbell, C. H. 90 89 285 214 81 21 456 31 
Carr-Gomin, F. C. 90 79 178 105 73 52 341 2 
Carter, R. B. 90 82 178 99 22 17 290 1< 
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The Record of Attendances. 43 

Names. Council. T* A COMs. Sub-Cs. Total Ats. Names. Council. COMS. Sub-Cs. Total Ats 
Chapman, Rev. H. Meath, Earl of 90 37 

P. a. 
163 27 

P. A. P. A. 
96 9 349 73 

B. 90 37 Ill 8 45 — 246 45 Monkswell.Lord... 90 82 271 150 74 31 435 263 
Charrington, F. N. 90 57 03 26 15 7 168 90 Moss, N 90 86 102 73 137 100 329 259 
Clarke, H.... 90 85 264 128 3 3 357 216 Myer, H 90 86 138 74 23 11 251 171 
Cobden, Miss — 39 — 12 — 13 — 64 Orsman, W. J. 67 57 169 100 112 46 348 203 
Cohen, B. L. 90 70 130 81 21 3 241 154 Osborn, G. W. 90 89 244 200 42 27 376 316 
Collard, E. 90 73 273 89 94 31 457 193 Parkinson. W.C.... 90 83 190 110 100 42 380 235 
Compton, E. 90 74 196 71 15'J 67 445 212 Phillips, W. 90 79 255 159 203 84 548 322 
Cons, Miss E. — 53 — 11 — 5 — 69 Powell, H J. 90 88 131 108 102 57 323 253 
Cooper, G. J. 90 90 139 89 58 43 287 222 Probyn. Major C. 90 86 208 161 16 10 314 257 
Corbett, T. L. 90 85 232 117 107 58 429 253 Raphael, H. H. 90 68 104 60 66 11 260 139 
Costelloe, B. F. C 90 88 190 101 75 38 355 227 Rentoul, J. A. 90 79 119 22 — — 209 101 
Cramp, C. C. 90 31 91 7 — — 181 38 Rhodes, J. G. 90 73 312 190 ..102 50 504 313 
Davies, A. 90 81 211 94 183 66 484 241 Roberts, R. 90 89 208 170 73 35 371 294 
Debenham, V. 90 72 142 92 1 — 233 164 Robinson, N. 90 87 131 67 181 94 402 248 
DeSouza.SirW.E. 90 90 176 138 46 8 312 236 Rotton, Lt.-Col. A. 90 89 215 186 102 78 407 353 
Dickinson, W. H. 90 86 354 252 249 151 693 489 Routledge, E. 90 65 140 29 — — 230 94 
Doubleday, W B 90 75 233 140 114 62 439 277 Russell, G. W. E. 90 76 159 78 28 17 277 171 
Edis, Col. R. W. 90 46 115 39 19 4 224 89 Samuel, S. M. 90 69 83 13 28 — 201 82 
Elliott, G. S. 90 86 152 92 52 3 294 181 Saunders, W. 90 82 119 79 150 59 359 220 
Fardell, T. G. 90 80 286 154 38 23 414 257 Sinclair, Capt. J. 90 79 238 187 160 103 488 369 
Farquhar H. B. T 90 54 83 42 — — 173 96 Sly, R. S 90 62 135 66 6 4 231 132 
Fletcher, J. S 90 82 96 55 230 128 416 265 Smith, W. jE. 90 90 175 124 32 5 297 219 
Ford, F. A. 90 87 79 39 1 1 170 127 Spicer, E. 90 83 114 83 40 17 244 183 
Foster, H. S. 90 84 109 18 47 18 246 120 Stevens, L. 90 87 155 101 .102 72 347 260 
Frye, F. C. 90 77 163 80 80 51 333 208 Strong, R. 90 84 185 131 265 109 540 324 
Germaine, R. A. 90 61 141 38 — •— 231 99 Stuart, J 51 31 86 17 — — 137 48 
Gibb, T. E. 90 42 218 59 34 6 342 107 Tarling, C. 90 78 255 106 82 33 427 217 
Grigsby, W. E. 90 75 130 89 35 26 255 190 Tayler, S. S. 90 86 166 127 81 61 337 274 
Grosvenor, Hon. Thornton, J. 90 86 134 110 79 51 303 247 

R. C 90 77 124 70 129 68 343 215 Tims, J 90 89 173 110 95 55 358 254 
Hanson, Sir R. 90 56 169 19 18 — 277 75 Torr, J. F. 90 79 187 107 63 30 340 216 
Harben, H. 90 40 147 31 — — 237 71 Torrance, A. M. 90 85 152 95 95 67 337 247 
Harris, Sir A. H. G 90 44 104 19 37 9 231 72 Verney, Capt. E. 
Harris, SirG.D... 90 84 203 161 1 1 294 246 H 90 44 218 61 26 9 334 114 
Harrison, C. 90 85 321 205 36 21 447 311 Vincent, Lt. Col. 
Harrison, F. 90 71 137 57 7 5 234 133 H 90 56 278 75 35 5 397 136- 
Hoare, A. 90 84 196 136 120 70 406 290 Watney, V. J. 90 66 124 50 35 13 249 129 
Hoare, J. R. 90 78 171 139 75 57 336 274 Westacott, T. B.... 90 89 224 132 33 23 347 244 
Hobhouse, Lord.. 90 58 263 72 22 9 375 139 Williams, Rev. C. 
H°gg, Q- (Absent F 90 74 160 51 Ill 35 361 160 

from E. 1 year) 90 11 41 — 25 — 156 11 Williams, T. H. 90 86 274 189 147 92 511 367 
Hollington, A. J 90 80 190 69 23 — 303 149 Wren, W 90 41 129 31 58 8 277 80 
Holmes, G. B. 90 86 209 167 148 HI 447 364 Young, E. P. 90 89 115 98 48 41 253 238 
Hopkins, A. B. 91 89 259 183 52 44 401 316 
Horsley, C. 90 67 157 35 73 20 320 122 From the foregoing list it is possible to compile both 
Hubbard, N. W... 90 87 191 133 125 73 406 293 a roll of honour and its reverse. The best attendances 
Hughes, Col. E... 90 58 318 66 60 32 468 156 are— 
Hunter, W 90 84 175 93 46 5 311 182 P. A. 
Hutton, J 90 87 370 168 36 25 496 280 The late A. H. Haggis- -P 1107 807 
Jackson, R. S. 90 76 151 71 9 3 250 150 J. McDougall—P 805 647 
James, Cant. W. H, 90 7§ 199 §6 43 22.. 332 181 A. L. Leon—P 554 493 
Johnson, W. 90 89... 117 86 30 16 237 191 W. H. Dickinson—P 693 489- 
Jones, E 90 83 132 73 131 64 353 220 R. M. Beachcroft—M 594 445 
Jones, J, 90 70 83 35 50 37 223 142 Sir J. Lubbock—M 1337 434 
Kennett - Barring- J. Lloyd-P 497 424 

ton, Sir V. 51 26 42 11 32 7 125 44 Ear) of Rosebery—P 931 409- 
Lawson, H. L. W 90 67 208 103 10 8 308 178 P. M. Martineau—P 657 402 
Lemon, W. G. 
Leon, A. L. 

90 85 
90 90 

144 75 
257 232 

110 
207 1 

74 
71 

344 234 
554 493 The lowest attendances hs ive been the following:— 

Lewes, C. L. 85 42 197 66 137 32 419 140 Rev. H. B. Chapman—1 246 45 
Lidgett, G. 90 88 209 133 24 7 323 228 C. C. Cramp—M 181 38 
Lingen, Lord 90 83 266 112 5 3 361 198 Quintin Hogg—P 156 11 
Lloyd, J 90 89 333 275 74 60 497 424 Sir K. V. Barrington—1 \i 125 44 
Longstaff, G. B... 90 80 192 140 90 44 372 264 Mr. J. Stuart-P 137 48 
Lowles, J. 
Lyon, R 
McDougall, J. 
Macfarlane, D. H. 
Marks, H. H. 

90 55 
90 79 
90 90 
90 40 
90 73 

119 19 
160 91 
369 2S6 
88 17 

142 59 

98 14 
62 53 

346 271 

307 88 
312 223 
805 647 
178 57 

The preponderance of the 
secured first by the election 
ing of the Aldermen, was ft 

Progressives on the Council 
s, and secondly by the pack- 
irther assured by the superior 

9 2 241 134 regularity of the attendance of the Pi ogressives over that 
far off the mark to 

Marsland, J. 90 81 261 144 62 32.. 413 257 of the Moderates. It is pro bably nol 
Martineau. P.M... 90 87 275 141 292 174 657 402 say that the Progressives o utnumbered the Moderates in 

Maule, T. W. 90 84 196 61 286 145 any average meeting by nea rly two to three to one. 
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Y— SOME MUNICIPAL STATESMEN. 

_ MR W H. DICKINSON (Wandsworth). 
If the second County Council wishes to have a figure¬ 

head in the chair, it will elect the Duke of Norfolk to 
succeed Lord Rosebery and Sir John Lubbock, If, how¬ 
ever, the second Council should follow in the footsteps of 
the first, and address itself to business, with a supreme 
regard for efficiency and despatch, the next Chairman for 
the County Council will be Mr. Dickinson, the op¬ 
position to whose candidature for Wandsworth is 
-one of the most disgraceful exhibitions of party faction that the present election displays. Mr. 
Dickinson, by universal consent, is one of the best 
members of the London 
County Council. He is in 
the highest sense of the word 
a municipal statesman, who 
has devoted his life to the 
public service, and alike from 
circumstances and from 
training he possesses to a 
singular degree the qualifica¬ 
tions which would enable him 
to preside with dignity and 
with skill over the Parlia¬ 
ment of London. Lord Rose- 
bery has set before the 
Council a high ideal of what 
a chairman should be. Sir 
John Lubbock, although well 
meaning and able, had not 
quite such an iron hand in 
a velvet glove as his prede¬ 
cessor. In Mr. Dickinson 
he will have a successor 
who will revive the traditions 
of Lord Rosebery's term of 
office. For Mr. Dickinson is 
a man of great tact, iron will, and immense industry. He 
is able to keep the threads 
of all business in his hands, and he never loses an oppor¬ 
tunity of pressing it forward. 
But with all his capacity in 
this direction he is no mere 
martinet. His sympathies are thoroughly popular. It is largely owing to him 
that the Parks Committee, of which he is chairman, has addressed itself with such spirit to the task of 
making the playgrounds of London worthy the first city of the world. Before Parliament he has been for the last 
two years the leading representative of the Council, and if Wandsworth cares more tor the good of London than 
for thetriumphof a party caucusit will return Mr.Dickinson at the head of the poll, with a majority sufficiently large to make any future caucus-monger to despair of carrying on his intrigues in that quarter. Mr. Willoughby Hyett Dickinson, L.C.C., son of the 
late S. S. Dickinson, M.P. for Stroud, and chairman of 
Gloucester Quarter Sessions. Born in 1859. B.A. of 
Cambridge, 1881. Called to the Bar 1884. Went the 

i'rom a uhotograph by] 
MR. W. H. DICKINSOX. 

Oxford Circuit. Elected as an independent to fi 
County Council, heading the poll with 3,033 votes, i second largest poll in London, and has been for seve 
years on Wandsworth Vestry and Wandsworth Disti 
Board of Works. On the Council has been member of i 
Parliamentary, Parks, Local Government, Asylui 
Theatres, Finance and General Purposes Committc- 
Twice elected chairman of the Parks, four times vice-ch; 
man of the Parliamentary, and lately vice-chairman of 
Water Committee. Attended 492 Council and cc 
mittee meetings in first two years; voted in 186 divisii 
out of 202. Principal work has been in connection w 

Parliamentary and Pa 
Committees and Water Cc 
mittee. Mainly through 
action that the MidlandR 
way Company was preven 
from appropriating the 
used St. Pancras Bui 
Ground, thus establish 
the great principle that r 
ways desiring to encroach 
open spaces shall give a q 
pro quo in space or moi 
to buy one. Has been 
amined on most of the B 
in Parliament promoted 
the Council. To him yoi 
Londoners owe mainly tl 
increased opportunity 
sport on the open spa< 
In fact, the Games S 
Committee owes its existe 
to him. This was one of 
many sub-committees 
which he was chairman. 

At the end of 1891 
married Minnie Elizabe 
the daughter of General 
Richard Meade, K.C.S.I. 

After Mr. Haggis's de 
he was selected by the I 
gre«sive Party as their c 
chelate for the deputy-ch 
manship. This appointor 
however, is in commiss 
until after the election 
the New Council. 

In his work on the Lc 
Government Committi 

Mr. Dickinson took a prominent part in the attempt m. 
by the Council to obtain uniform assessment. He presi< 
at one of the meetings of the Assessment Authorities si 
moned m 1891 by the Council to agree upon equal pi 
ciples, and has supported the Local Government Cc 
mittee in their action against St. George's Hano 
Square and the City of London. 

HIS ADDRTSS TO THE ELECTORS. " Three years ago I presented myself as a candidate 
election to the first London County Council. I stood 
dependently, and, notwithstanding the avowed Polit 
opposition of the Conservative organisation, you honou 
me by returning me at the head of the Poll. 

[Elliott aul Pry. 
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Some Municipal Statesmen. 45 

In view of the circumstances of my election I have 
deemed it my duty to take no prominent share in the 
organisation of either of the two political sections of the 
Council; but my own sentiments (which I laid fully be¬ 
fore you at my election), have caused me almost invariably 
to side with the Progressive Party. In doing so I have 
acted in accordance not only with my own judgment but 
also, I believe, with the wishes of my constituents, for, 
apart from questions of Imperial politics, I am convinced 
that the majority of Londoners are in favour of progress 
m municipal administration. I am proud to have been 
able to assist in the progressive policy of the Council, and, 
although this policy has been freely and often most un¬ 
justly criticised, I am sure thatithas honestly been intended 
for the benefit of London, and on the whole has effected 
great improvement in the government of the Metropolis. 

I cannot, in the compass of an address, dilate upon the 
Council's work. I have, however, arranged to hold meet¬ 
ings in every part of the borough, at which I shall discuss 
this fully, and be ready to justify every action of my own. 

For the present, I can only state shortly how I have 
attempted to justify the trust you have reposed in me. 

1. The work of the Council is so enormous that I 
have felt it my duty to devote to it the greater 
portion of my time. In the two years 1889 to 1891, 
the Council's sessions extended over 70 weeks. 
During this period I attended 541 meetings of 
Council and committees, and voted in 186 divisions 
out of a total of 202. 

2. In questions of expenditure I have striven to 
exercise a wise economy. I have in every case of 
proposed expenditure satisfied myself as to the 
advisability of it and as to the reasonableness of the 
cost. I have laid stress in obtaining good work and, 
with this view, agreed that the Council should 
employ no contractor permitting sweating or paying 
unfair wages. I have also supported the policy of the 
Council with regard to its own workmen, in paying 
fairer wages, exacting shorter hours, and allowing 
only six days labour in the week. 

3. In questions of Improvements, I have supported 
only those which I considered really urgent. In 
other cases, I have felt that as the cost of permanent 
improvements has during the last thirty years been 
laid upon occupiers to an unfair extent, it is not 
right to add to this charge until Parliament devise 
some mode of taxation which shall divide the burden 
more equitably amongst the various classes of the 
community. 

4. Amongst cases where expenditure was urgent I 
considered the Housing of the Poor and Provision of 
open spaces to be the most important. I have, there¬ 
fore supported the " Housing Committee " in every 
proposal to build Artizans' Dwellings and Common 
Lodging Houses, and I believe the Committee's 
schemes have been wisely planned and are likely to 
overcome much of the evil of overcrowded and un¬ 
sanitary dwellings. In connection with open spaces 
I have, as a member of the Parks Committee, my¬ 
self borne a large share in promoting schemes of pur¬ 
chase and improvement which have added greatly to 
the available recreation grounds and to their adapta¬ 
bility for the use and enjoyment of the public. 

•3. I have, as a member of the Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee, had much to do with protecting the interests 
of London against private Companies and in sup¬ 
porting Bills framed for the benefit of the Metro¬ 
polis. This Committee succeeded in establishing the 
principle that no Railway Company shall absorb any 
open land in London without providing an equiva¬ 

lent area in the vicinity of that taken. It has also 
obtained more effective clauses for compelling 
Railway Companies to re-house tenants evicted 
by their work. The Electric Lighting Com¬ 
panies have, through the efforts of the Council, 
been placed under restrictions securing the 
safety and interests of the Public. Acts have 
been passed at the promotion of the Council amend¬ 
ing to some extent the Metropolis Management and 
Building Acts ; abolishing gates across public streets ; 
placing overhead wires under public control; and 
prohibiting the erection of Sky Signs. The Public 
Health Amendment Act of 1891 (in which I took 
great interest) owed some of its most important 
clauses to suggestions made by the Council to the 
President of the Local Government Board. 

6. In connection with London Government I have 
been concerned (as member of the Local Government 
Committee) with the action of the Council respect¬ 
ing equal assessments. By communications with the 
Assessment Authorities in 1891 equal principles of 
Assessment were amicably agreed to and, in most 
cases, acted upon throughout London. Some parishes 
however continued to undervalue their property and 
the Council thereupon took legal action. The 
Borough of Wandsworth suffers more than any by 
the under assessment of other districts, and I there¬ 
fore felt doubly justified in supporting the appeals. 

7. An important portion of my work has been in 
connection with the Water Question. London was 
threatened last year by a scheme for purchasing the 
Water Companies at exorbitant terms. The Council 
felt bound to oppose this proposal until it should be 
ascertained what is the real values of the Companies' 
undertakings and how far their supply is sufficient 
and good enough for the future requirements of 
London. The Council had obtained powers to in¬ 
vestigate this question, and the Water Committee (of 
which I am a member) has been actively engaged in 
pursuing this enquiry. 

8. Amongst the other important acts of the Council 
I must cite— 

(a) The Blackwall Tunnel—This I supported as 
a measure of justice to the East End, and of 
encouragement to the commerce of London. 

(b) The Enlargement of the Main Drainage 
System.—I approved of this, as being rendered 
necessary by the growth of population. 

(c) The Licensing of Music Halls.—The action 
of the Committee in this matter has evoked some 
comment. I gave to each case in which the Com¬ 
mittee recommended the refusal of a license my 
most earnest consideration, and was convinced 
that such recommendation was just and advisable. 
There is no doubt that the action of this Com¬ 
mittee has effected a large amount of good, both 
in securing safety in the construction of places of 
amusement, and a more healthy tone in the per¬ 
formances. 

(d) Public House Licenses.—The Council decided 
to allowlicenses on houses cominginto its possession 
to lapse. I entirely agreed with this decision. 

(e) Purchase of Tramways.—Purchase by the 
Council was contemplated and provided for by 
Parliament in 1870. Had the Council neglected to 
o-ive the necessary notices, it would, in my opinion, 
have incurred the responsibility of leaving to the 
Company a valuable possession which was intended 
to inure to the benefit of the public. For this and 
other reasons I supported the proposal. 
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46 The County Council Election. 

If you again honor me with your confidence I shall 
gladly continue the work I have been carrying on. The 
experience gained during the last three years will, I 
think, render my services of some use to London. Dur¬ 
ing my tenure of office the Council has honored me by 
appointing me Vice-Chairman of the Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee, Vice-Chairman of the Water Committee, and 
Chairman of Parks Committee. I learn that my return is 
opposed by the Conservative organisation of the Borough 
on the ground that it is essential that only members of 
that party should be elected on to the Council. I do not 
believe that Londoners as a whole will endorse that view, 
and I therefore again invite that support which you so 
generously gave me in 1889, and which, I believe, no act 
of mine has ever forfeited. 

A great future lies be¬ 
fore the Council. Every 
year new powers are being 
added to it. I approve 
of every proposal to en¬ 
large its functions. I 
believe that it is by in- 
creasingthe responsibility 
of the work and not by 
belittling the institution 
that the Council will at¬ 
tain aposition and dignity 
suitable to the munici¬ 
pality of the greatest City 
in the World." 

JOHN BURNS 
(Battersea), " Turn again, John 

Burns, Lord Mayor of 
London," seems likely to 
be the new variant upon 
the old story of Dick 
Whittington, for there are 
many things less probable 
than that John Burns, 
who five years ago was 
doing his six weeks in 
Pentonville Prison, will 
one day be Lord Mayor of 
Greater London. When 
that hour comes John 
Burns will not be wanting, 
and in his elevation Lon¬ 
don will do honour to 
itself by doing honour to 
one of the worthiest of 
her sons. For John 
Burns, although he is a Scotchman whose father was of 
the same Ayrshire stock as the poet Burns, was born in 
London. He was educated in London, and he has done 
most of his work in London ; he has laboured and lived 
and fought for London, and it is but in accordance 
with the fitness of things that his career should culminate 
in the civic chair of the greatest city in the world. John 
Burns is a man who will go far because he has never 
ceased to learn. His schooling in the technical sense 
finished when he left school at the age of twelve, but his 
schooling is still going on, and I know no one who has 
improved more than John Burns in the last three years which he has spent in the service of London. The work 
on the London County Council nearly killed, it has aged him considerably, but it has educated him. His County 
Councillorship has been as good as a University career and 

From a photo by] 

very few living men have learned and improved so much 
by three years in the University as John Burns has been 
improved by three years at Spring Gardens. 

A PIECE OP GOOD LUCK FOR LONDON. 
It was an almost ideal piece of good luck for London 

that John Burns, Socialist, demagogue, agitator, ex- 
criminal convict from Pentonville, should have been caught 
and harnessed at once in the first team that was to govern 
Greater London. Nothing is more painful and pathetic 
than to see the way in which the world often wastes 
its greatest men, and your Socialist with great organising 
capacity, and with dreams of Utopias, which only come to 
the best men in their best moments, is often so soured by 

disappointment, that at 
last he either dies in de¬ 
spair, or becomes little 
better than a mere human 
explosive too often indis¬ 
tinguishable from an in¬ 
fernal machine. It is rare 
indeed that it is possible to 
catch your man of genius 
young, with his Socialistic 
ideals in full flower, and 
when his practical work¬ 
ing power is still in its 
prime. This was the case 
with John Burns. After 
Trafalgar Square there 
seemed great danger that 
he might have developed 
into a mere agitator and 
politician of the platform. 
If he had unfortunately 
been elected to the House 
of Commons, he might 
have become a mere 
waste force, notwith¬ 
standing that he had 
also passed through the 
portals of Pentonville. 
Fortunately, John Burns 
went not to Westminster, 
but to Spring Gardens, 
and in the practical work 
of London administration 
he found ample scope foi 
his energies in working 
for the realisation of his 

[Richardson, 407, Battersea Park Rd. Social ideals. 
MR. JOHN BURNS. HIg SEllVICES TO LABOCJR. 

There is little doubtthaf 
John Burns was able to do more for the cause of labour or 
the first London County Council than any single working 
man has been able to do for his class in any three years oi 
our history. Certain fateful moments arise in the evolutioi 
of human society, when everything, humanly speaking 
seems to depend upon a single vigorous initiative or the 
impact of one strong resolute will. Such a momenf 
occurred in the English labour movement when the Lon 
don County Council came into being. There was a gooc 
deal of social unrest in the air. The majority was sympa 
thetic, but more or less uninformed upon the practica 
questions at issue between the disputants, and it was lef' 
very largely to John Burns to lead the Council in the 
way in which it should go in relation to all questions re 
garding labour. From the very first he succeeded in im 
pressing upon those whom he came in contact with hi 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Some Municipal Statesmen. 47 

singleness of purpose and his honest desire to do justly 
and deal fairly. From Lord Rosebery, the first Chairman 
of the Council, down to the doorkeepers, John Burns 
became a great favourite. He worked like a negro, often 
upon such Lenten fare that he almost fainted in the com¬ 
mittee rooms from sheer lack of food and rest. But with 
indomitable resolution he overcame all obstacles, and at 
the end of three years has come out stronger, more popu¬ 
lar, and immeasurably more influential than he ever was 
before. 

THREE TEARS' GAINS. 
The following is a brief summary of what the London 

County Council, under the leadership of John Burns, has 
succeeded in doing for labour :— 

" Fair" wages established in all cases. 
Sub-letting and sub-contracting abolished except for work 

that contractors could not do in ordinary manner. 
Practical clerk of works employed in each case where work 

of any trade is undertaken 
A maximum week of fifty-four hours established. 
No man to work more than six days. 
Where continuous working goes on, and two twelve-hour 

shifts were the rule, three shifts of eight hours are now 
observed. 

Overtime abolished. 
Contract labour abolished. 
In works of maintenance connected with parks, bridges, 

highways, all classes of men—such as painters, labourers, 
engineers, scavengers, carpenters, &c.—employed direct. 

Firemen, extra holidays. 
Ferrymen, six days per week instead of seven, and the same 

for men at pumping stations. 
Flushers and others now have boots, &c, provided. 
The handy-man abolished and mechanics employed. 

OUR FUTURE SYNDIC. 
But, however excellent and useful John Burns's work 

for labour is, it would be a great mistake to regard him 
as merely the representative of the workmen. John 
Burns is a representative of London ; he has got the true 
municipal idea; he is, in the best sense of the term, a 
municipal statesman. He has an adequate conception 
of the great city in which he labours and lives, and it is 
because this is so that I regard him as inevitably destined 
some day to be the Lord Mayor of Greater London. 
Perhaps Syndic would be a better term, for John Burns, 
who was nurtured in his youth upon Ruskin, and who 
has often sat at the feet of Mr. Morris, has grafted 
upon the English municipal idea somewhat of the artistic 
ideal associated with the Italian cities of the middle ages. 
John Burns will not be able to make London as beautiful 
as the fair Bride of the Adriatic, nor does he even in his 
wildest dreams expect to transform our capital into 
another Florence, but that is the kind of romantic ideal 
which ever gleams before his eye. He wishes to glorify 
.city life, to remake the city, this squalid, cockneyfied desert 
of bricks and mortar, into a living breathing thing of beauty, 
to restore at the end of the nineteenth century somewhat 
of the grace and glory of those mediaeval d ay s when England 
was Merry England still, and the crush and rush of com¬ 
petition had not ground all the poetry and beauty out of 
existence. For John Burns is no rude and churlish bar¬ 
barian who would reduce this city, the capital of our 
world-wide empire, into a gigantic congeries of artisans' 
dwellings of the Peabody type; but he would give 
light to London, create a soul under its ribs of death, 
and make Londoners exult in ministering to the beauty 
and splendour of their civic life. This is what John 
Burns wants to do. 

EARLY ADVENTURES. 
^ And that is what John Burns is helping to do, and the 
fact that he has already been able to do something although 

but a small thing towards the transformation of London 
into some far-off semblance of the City of God, is never¬ 
theless, enough to encourage him to thank God and take 
courage and resume his efforts. He has had a wide and 
varied training. When ten years old. he spent ten months 
in a cotton-maker's factory, when twelve he was a page 
boy in buttons, as soon as he was in his teens he was an 
apprenticed engineer, and as soon as he was out 
of his teens he became a journeyman in full wages, and a 
working engineer he has continued ever since. But an 
engineer in his trade comes across many people in many 
lands, and Burns saw something of foreign parts when for 
a year he was foreman engineer on a steamer on the 
Niger. It was in Western Africa that he did two things 
characteristic of the man. While on the sick list he 
plunged into the river and saved a fellow man from 
drowning at the imminent risk of his own hfe, and 
it was upon the Niger that he picked up an old copy of 
Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations," which had apparently 
been abandoned by some missionary and was mud 
stained, and saturated with water when he fished it out 
of its resting place on the banks of the river. It was a 
strange meeting, that between the printed thought of 
the Scotch philosopher, the father of political economy, 
and the young Scotch engineer who was destined to 
make such havoc of many of the theories that Adam 
Smith's followers built up on the basis of the " Wealth of 
Nations." The study of Adam Smith in the long and 
solitary hours spent in Western Africa was one of the 
most useful parts of John Burns's education, perhaps the 
most useful, excepting the three years on the County 
Council. 

MRS. BURNS. 
He had been married before he went out to the Niger, and 

in his young wife he found a partner who was the worthy 
helpmate of her husband in all that he has ever done for 
the good of mankind. He found his wife when he was 
arrested for the first time for speaking on Clapham 
Common, for he early won his spurs in vindication of the 
right of free speech in public places in London. He 
spent his earnings in visiting the Continent, spending 
six months in visiting Paris, Berlin, and Vienna. He had 
made some acquaintance with a French Communist of 
the name of Delahaye in an engineer's shop in London. 
But although Delahaye inoculated him with Socialism, 
John Burns has never been much of an Internationalist. 
In sympathy he is a cosmopolitan, but as a matter of 
practical business he is a London Scot. 

"the man with the red flag." 
After he settled down in Battersea he first made his 

mark by a speech which he delivered at the Industrial 
Remuneration Conference in 1883. From that time 
onward it became evident that he was destined to take 
a high position in the ranks of labour. Possessing an 
enormously strong physique, capable of enduring great 
hardship, with a voice which could be heard at any dis¬ 
tance short of a mile, he was invaluable for the out-of- 
doors agitation which was undertaken by the Socialists 
and the Social Democratic Federation. He was 
the man who carried the red flag at the time of the 
Sugar Bounty demonstration in Trafalgar Square which 
led to the stoning of the windows of the clubs in 
Pall Mall, and the subsequent looting of some West 
End shops by a miscellaneous rabble of thieves. For 
this John Burns, with several others, was brought to trial 
at the Old Bailey, and from the dock in that famous 
court, which has been the rostrum from which many of 
the hero martyrs of human progress have addressed 
their fellow men, John Burns delivered a speech 
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which deservedly holds a high place in the literature of 
Socialist agitation. It was published under the title of 
" The Man with the Red Flag." The trial resulted m his 
acquittal, and he was not again standing in the dock until 
after Bloody Sunday,whenhewith Cunninghame Graham 
was" sentenced to six weeks' imprisonment for en¬ 
deavouring to vindicate the ancient prescriptive right of 
the London plebs to meet in their historical gathering 
ground. 

THE DOCKER AND HIS TANNER. 
In recognition of his services in Trafalgar Square 

and elsewhere he was elected member for the Council for 
Battersea. In the following year once more he distin¬ 
guished himself by the yeoman service which he rendered 
to the Dockers in their strike for the " tanner." From 
that time onward he became general arbiter whenever 
strikes broke out in any part of the country. He was 
down at the Scotch Railway Strike, and during the first 
two years of the County Council's existencte he took part 
in about thirty-five different strikes in various rjarts of 
the country. Although thus continually occupied in the 
service of labour he was able to put in nearly 300 atten¬ 
dances at the various Council and committee meetings, 
not to speak of the numberless journeys which he made 
backwards and forwards to pumping stations, for he was 
on the Main Drainage Committee, as well as on the 
Bridges, the Standing, the Contracts, and the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committees. 

ON THE COUNCIL. 
In addition to this, Mr. Burns served on the Special 

Committee called for by Dr. B. Carter for the 
establishment of a hospital for curing the insane, 
and generally looked in at all manner of committees 
which might be going on, for with John Burns 
municipal work has become a consuming passion, and 
there is no branch of the operations of the Council 
in which he has not taken a more or less active interest. 
In debate he is brief, cogent, and practical. He very 
seldom puts himself forward, preferring always to have 
his ideas brought before the Council by other members, 
reserving himself for a later period in the debate, when 
some home thrust or witty sally clenches the argument and carries his point. John Burns is a great conver¬ 
sationalist, and in many respects he reminds me of Thomas 
Carlyle. The racy vigour of his description, his pic¬ 
turesque way of putting things, and his power of con¬ 
densing into a sentence a telling characterisation of a 
person or subject with which he is dealing, all resemble 
Carlyle. When he becomes Lord Mayor or Syndic of 
Greater London he will do the honours nobly, for no 
Chief Magistrate of London has ever exceeded plain John Burns in the dignity with which he will fill the post towards which he is naturally gravitating. That such a man should be opposed at Battersea by two carpet-baggers from the West End who admittedly have no connection with the constituency, and are mere 
pawns of the local caucus, is a disgrace which Battersea 
will indignantly resent. John Burns is a credit to Batter¬ 
sea, and one of the best representatives that could be 
found for all London. 

HIS ADDRESS TO THE ELECTORS. 
The following are the salient passages of Mr. Burns's 

address:— 
To London Government and Municipal Administration, without political partisanship, I have devoted the well- 

ordered euthusiasm of a Socialist ideal and the practical 
knowledge that my experience as a workman and trade as an 
engineer has enabled me to place at the disposal of London. 

In local matters I have vigorously and efficiently assisted 
the local authorities when such could be done conformably 
with just and equitable treatment of London as a whole. 

On all occasions 1 have consulted my constituents, whose 
generous support has confirmed the desire I feel to help our 
nation city, through its Council to control, dominate, and 
speedily absorb those vested interests and monopolies that 
too long have levied tribute upon the apathy, ignorance, and 
industry of London. 

Much that was considered Utopian and impracticable in 
my programme three years ago has been realised in the face 
of fierce and unscrupulous opposition. 

The Council is acquiring the tramways, taking steps to 
secure the water supply and markets, and pressing forward a 
housing scheme, doubled the area of its parks, and in many 
ways achieved much for the health, temperance, and enjoy¬ 
ment of the people. 

On the question of shorter hours, higher wages, direct 
employment of labour, practical clerks of works, and 
abolition of sub-contracting, establishing the nine and 
eight-hour days, the six-day working week, the Council 
has done well. Labour has not secured all it de¬ 
serves, but in these matters the Council, so far 
as it has gone, has set the standard for all public bodies. So 
much has the Council done in all directions, so much does it 
desire to undertake for the health, the power, and beauty of 
London, that I appeal to the people of Battersea to return 
me, to resist with others, the interest and ignorant reac¬ 
tionaries whose object it is to put London in the condition 
it was prior to the existence of the Council, and the perform¬ 
ance of its hard, honest, and successful labours. 

I have decided, if elected, to devote my time to the duties, 
and am in favour of: — 

1. The extension of the powers of the Council, so that 
the City, with all its funds and endowments, be included 
in and used by a real municipality for London. 

2. That all monopolies, such as Gns, Water, Tramways, 
Omnibuses, Markets, Docks, and Electric Lighting, 
should be municipalised, and the profits, amounting to 
£4,000,000, or three times the Council's revenue, devoted 
to public purposes. 

3. Establishment of Free Hospitals in every district, 
and control by the Council of those which already exist. 

4. Artizans' Dwellings to be constructed and owned 
by the Council. 

5. Enlargement of powers so as to enable the County 
Council to undertake the organisation of industry and 
distribution, especially of those departments dealing with 
the necessaries of life. 

6. Rigorous enforcement of Public Health Acts, and 
efficient sanitary and structural inspection of dwellings 
and workshops. 

7. The organisation of Unemployed Labour on useful 
work at fair wages. 

8. The direct employment of all labour by the Council 
at eight hours per day, at trade union rates ; women and 
men receiving equal pay for equal work. Three years' 
experience has proved that contract work, however well 
supervised, does not produce such good buildings and 
workmanship as the Council could secure by its own 
workmen. 

9. Direct control by the Council of the five millions 
of money now spent, and too often squandered, on use¬ 
less officialism and feasting by charitable institutions 
and City companies. 

10. The Police of the City and Greater London to be 
controlled by the County Council. 

11. Cumulative rating, the taxation of ground land- 
lands for the relief of the occupier, and providing new 
sources of revenue, as Gd.—half our present rate—now 
goes to pay the old debt left by our predecessors, thus 
depriving London of many necessary improvements. Besides these measures, I will work and vote for any plan that will enable London to reduce its poverty, brighten the 

lives, and increase the comfort of its people. 
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MR. J. MeDOUGALL (Poplar). 
Mr. McDougall is a representative municipal states¬ 

man of the type of the serious English middle class. He 
is a Wesleyan who married into the family of the Lidgetts, 
who also belong to the Wesleyan elect. To the outsider, 
whose only knowledge of the London County Council and 
its doings is gained from the laughter of fools, which the 
wise man compared to the crackling of thorns under 
the pot, Mr. McDougall is a fussy fanatic who 
gvudges the poor man his beer, and who objects to the 
most innocent recreation that does not conform to 
his Puritanical ideas. And that is all. Now Mr. 
MoDougall is a temperance man, and he has the sober 
Englishman's natural prejudice against obscenity and 
vice. But even if these characteristics are to be counted 
to him as defects, there remains sufficient sterling worth 

From a photo by] ri511 ott and Fry ME. J. MiDOUGA.Lt. 

in Mr. McDougall to condone for Lis shortcomings in 
these respects. 

THE BENEFACTOR OF THE MUSIC-HALL. 
As a matter of fact, Mr. McDougall had dono 

cXceliBuu service to the music-halls, as the music- 
hall proprietors are themselves beginning to admit. 
The better class music-hall proprietor and the more 
decent music-hall artistes owe more to him than to 
any man in London. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that this Methoclistical Puritan has taken more 
people to the music-halls in the last three years than any 
other living man. He has done this by making it pos¬ 
sible for decent people to go to these places without 
being disgusted by indecency. John Burns, who 
is no supporter of McDougallism, vouches for 
the fact that a music - hall proprietor said that 

once he used to curse McDougall, but now he 
blessed him, tor the eighteenpenny seats are always 
occupied now by people who, until the respectability 
of the performance was guaranteed by McDougall, kept 
away from the music-halls as if they had been pest-houses. 
The decent artistes also owe him a debt of gratitude, for 
he has put a stop upon the competition of the un¬ 
scrupulous performers who would stoop to any filth that 
would gain the applause of the worst part of the audience. 
The County Council having succeeded to the jurisdiction of 
the justices, it was necessary for them to know what they 
were about and not to license anything that was de¬ 
trimental to the morals of the community. Mr. 
McDougall with some of his friends took pains to 
know what was really going on, and although their action 
exposed them to no little obloquy and ridicule, they have 
had an abundant reward. There will probably not be a 
dozen members of the new Council who will propose to 
undo anything they have done. 

THE FOE OF INTEMPERANCE. 
Mr. McDougall is a teetotaler and belongs to a family of 

teetotalers, but he is not a fanatical teetotaler, and his zeal 
for temperance has been kept constantly within the limits 
of sound discretion. He is of course but one among many 
in this respect, but he may be taken as a 
fair representative of the Temperance Party in 
the Council. That party has shown great deter¬ 
mination in discouraging the sale of drink wherever it 
can possibly do so. It has not yet succeeded in banishing 
all drink from the auditorium of the music-hall, but it 
will probably do so before long. It has discountenanced 
the sale of drink in the parks and places under the con¬ 
trol of the Council, it has refused to perpetuate the 
license of any property which it has taken over, and above 
everything else it has banished drink from the asylums. 

THE FRIEND OF THE AFFLICTED. 
It is in connection with the asylums that Mr. 

McDougall has done his best work. " The London County 
Council is in loco parentis to 11,000 insane persons who are 
absolutely dependent upon the Council for their daily 
bread. Mr. McDougall has been one of the most active 
members of the Asylums Committee. The story goes 
that he is known personally to every inmate of all the 
London asylums. This is exaggerated, but there is no 
doubt that Mr. McDougall has made himself, to an un¬ 
precedented extent, the friend and helper of all the 
unfortunate and aftlicted in the asylums. Together 
with Mr. Martineau, who is the chairman of the Asylums 
committee, Mr. McDougall has wrorked day and night for 
the welfare of the insane. He has travelled from asylum 
to asylum and superintended each department of their 
administration with the best results. His great 
achievement, however, was the banishment of beer from 
the asylums. When they took over these institutions 
they found that while one asylum was run without 
any drink at all, others had breweries attached 
to them and the whole place reeked with beer. 
Not only were the inmates allowed ale at their 
meals, but it was an established custom to bribe a lunatic 
to work by promises of pots of beer. After due con¬ 
sideration, the Asylums Committee, largely at the 
prompting of Mr. McDougall, decided to abolish the 
drink. For a week there was considerable irritation, 
during which time Mr. McDougall was advised he had 
better discontinue his visits lest they should beat 
him about the head with their empty pots. In a 
fortnight, however, the storm passed, and he was once 
more a welcome visitor. The medical officers report that 
t is difficult to exaggerate the excellent results that havo 
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followed this reform. Considering that very many of 
the inmates in the asylums are there on account of the 
drink, it is not surprising that the percentage of cures 
has risen since drink was abolished. The number dis¬ 
charged every year used to be 45 per cent; it is now 52 
per cent. That is to say, that the direct result of the 
improved administration of the London County Council is 
that 700 to 800 lunatics more were discharged last year 
who would still have been in the asylums if the old 
system had prevailed. When the beer was taken from 
the inmates, the staff which is very large, was afforded the 
alternative of opting for beer or of its equivalent in cash. 
The men had £3 and the women £2 offered in lieu of 
their beer. 95 per cent, of the officers at the first voting 
opted for money instead of drink, and in a few weeks one 
half of the remainder intimated their desire to take it in 
coin rather than in liquor. 

A SERVANT OF THE PUBLIC. 
Mr. McDougall is one of the members of the Council 

who have devoted themselves entirely to the work of the 
Council. Three years ago he arrived at a point in his 
business when he would have gone on to increase his 
fortune or give up business and take up public work. 
With the cordial concurrence, if not at the prompting 
of his wife, he determined to give himself up to the 
service of London. He has worked six days a week 
steadily on behalf of his fellow citizens, and especially on 
behalf of those unfortunate wards of the city who 
have been bereft of their reason. In return for this 
he has been subject to a storm of abuse and a constant 
drizzle of misrepresentation which is not exactly calcu¬ 
lated to encourage any one else to follow his example. 
Fortunately, Mr. McDougall is a man who is impervious 
to the considerations which are paramount to the mere 
self-seeker. He went into the Council to do his duty 
according to his fights, and he has done it steadily and 
well. 

SOME OF HIS SCHEMES. 
In all political questions he represents the political 

economist rather than the Socialist. This is natural, 
considering his upbringing and his antecedents. He has 
not, however, taken a very conspicuous part in oppos¬ 
ing the limitations passed by the Council on unlimited 
competition in dealing with labour. Mr. McDougall is not a vehement partisan ; he is a steady municipal worker. He has in three years secured for himself 
a position in quite the first dozen members 
of the Council. He is continually on the look 
out to see how he can help to improve the condition 
of the people of London. He has got his eye on the 
question of allotments within the metropolitan area. At 
present the County Council is expressly debarred by statute from doing anything in the matter of allotments 
excepting, of course, on its own property. An experi¬ ment which Mr. McDougall has tried at the Isle of 
Dogs has turned out so admirably that he is very anxious to extend it elsewhere. If there is any place in the world where allotments ought to be a small 
gold mine to their possessors it is in London. Be¬ 
cause not only is the best market in the world close at 
hand, but manure, which has to be paid for everywhere 
else, is to be had in London to any extent not only for 
nothing, but you are actually paid for taking it in. Road 
scrapings, containing the best manure which can be 
obtained, are actually supplied free gratis with a premium of 6d. a cart-load. Under these circumstances, it is obvious that the Council has a great field for beneficent activity, if the present statutory limitations were withdrawn. Mr. 
McDougall has also schemes for developing thrift by 

popularising and developing the principle of penny 
savings, which the Post Office has commenced, but which 
it does little to carry out. Mr. McDougall is a quiet 
unassuming man, who does as much work as any member 
of the County Council, and says nothing about it. For 
hard work and a single eye of devotion to public welfare, and uncompromising attention to public duty, Mr. 
McDougall would be hard to beat. 

MR. SIDNEY WEBB. 
Mr. Sidney Webb is a very remarkable man, much 

more remarkable than anybody thinks, excepting himself. 
Since Mr. Chamberlain arose in Birmingham there has 
been no man so like him as Mr. Sidney Webb, who 
aspires to be Mr. Chamberlain of London—only more so. 
For to all the energy and perseverance and municipal 

From a photo by] ME. SIDNEY WEBB Elliott and Fry. 

spirit of Mr. Chamberlain, Mr. Sidney Webb adds a 
great literary gift and a philosophic conception of 
social progress to which Mr. Chamberlain can lay no 
claim. He is a Socialist; but he is no Utopian dreamer, 
he is a man crammed with facts. He is no fanatic, but a 
wily, shrewd, adroit wirepuller, whose hand is felt in a 
great many quarters where it is not seen. The next three 
years will be a test as to whether he is as capable m 
taking part in a public body as he has shown himself; 
to be in writing pamphlets, inspiring editors, and in, 
general wirepulling. His book on the London Programme, which is powerfully written, may be said to correspond to Mr. Chamberlain's paper for the Three F.'s, which he 
contributed to the Fortnightly in the days in which Mr. 
Morley stood to him in the relation of master and; 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


SBff 

Some Municipal Statesmen. 5i 

pupil. It is high time that Mr. Webb were steadied 
with the responsibility of representation, other¬ 
wise he would probably become too mischievous 
for anything. As it is, he has come perilously 
near making a mess of things, for, being essentially a man 
of the closet, he has little regard for the difficulties which 
surround the practical adminstrator. The Programme of 
the London Liberal and Radical Union was largely Mr. 
Webb's, but while it bears testimony to the all-devouring 
activity of its author, as a fighting programme it is 
absurd. Mr. Webb wanted so many things, and wanted 
them all at once ; he ran considerable risk of getting 
none of them, had it not been for the robust common- 
sense of the ordinary man who promptly relegated to the 
background all pressing questions, and decided to fight 
this election on the issue as to whether the pohcy of the 
County Council was to be continued or the reverse. 

It will be seen therefore that Mr. Sidney Webb 
is a type of municipal statesman who differs from 
any of the others whom I have described in the 
preceding pages. He is the man of the closet—the 
man of books. He is a Socialist of the Fabian Society, 
late of the Colonial Office. He has given up the Civil 
Service in order to devote himself to the propagation of 
his ideas in London. As he is intelligent, well-informed, 
full of ideas, he will be undoubtedly a distinguished 
acquisition to the Council. At present there is some 
doubt as to whether he is not the most dangerous candi¬ 
date in the field for the cause which he has at heart. 
His contributions to the Fabian Society and the 
Star newspaper, and his interesting book on " The 
London Programme," are so many red rags to the 
Conservative bull; and there is no doubt that if Mr. 
Sidney Webb's programme could be fathered upon 
every Progressive candidate in the constituencies, the 
Moderates would sweep London. Mr. Webb is not a 
candidate for to-day, he is one for the day after to-morrow. 
But for that very reason it is urgently to be desired that 
he should be elected to the County Council without 
more ado. There is nothing like putting such a man in 
harness to take the nonsense out of him, and to make 
him understand the wisdom of the old adage, festine lente. 

The following are the main features of Mr. Webb's 
address :— 

The point at issue.—Notwithstanding the creation of 
the County Council, the ratepayers of the Metropolis are still 
deprived of the ordinary powers of municipal self-govern¬ 
ment. They have to bear needlessly heavy burdens for a 
very defective management of their public affairs. The 
result is seen in the poverty, the misery, and the intemper¬ 
ance that disgrace our city. A really Progressive County 
Council can do much (as the present Council has shown), 
both immedia ely to benefit the people of London, and also 
to win for them genuine self-government. Do you wish your 
County Council to attempt nothing more for London than 
the old Metropolitan Board of 'Works This is, in effect, the 
Reactionary, or so-calltd " Moderate," programme. Or shall 
we make our County Council a mighty instrument of the 
people's will for the social regeneration of this great city, 
and the " Government of London by London for London " 
That is what I stand for. 

But the crushing burden of the occupiers' rates must be 
reduced, not increased. Even with the strictest economy the 
administration of a growing city must be a heavy burden. 
The County Council should have power to tax the ground 
landlord, who now pays no rates directly. Moreover the 
rates must be equalised throughout London. Why should 
the Deptford ratepayer have to pay nearly 2s. in the pound 
more than the inhabitant of St. George's, Hanover Square 
And we must get at the unearned increment for the benefit 
of the people of London, who create it. 

I am in favour of Trade Union wages and an eight hours 

day for all persons employed by the Council. I am dead 
against sub-contracting, and would like to see the Council 
itself the direct employer of all labour. 

At present London pays an utterly unnecessary annual 
tribute, because, unlike other towns, it leaves its water 
supply, its gasworks, its tramways, its markets, and its docks 
in the hands of private speculators. I am in favour of re¬ 
placing private by Democratic public ownership and manage¬ 
ment, as soon and as far as safely possible. It is especially 
urgent to secure public control of the water supply, the 
tramways, and the docks. Moreover, London ought to 
manage its own police, and all its open spaces. But the main object of all our endeavours must be to raise 
the standard of life of our poorer fellow-citizens, now 
crushed by the competitive struggle. As one of the most 
urgent social reforms, especially in the interests of Temper¬ 
ance, I urge the better housing of the people ; the provision, 
by the Council itself, of improved dwellings and common 
lodging-houses of the best possible type, and a strict enforce¬ 
ment of the sanitary laws against the owners of slum 
property. 

I believe in local attention to local grievances, and I 
should deem it my duty, if elected, to look closely after 
Deptford interests, especially with regard to the need for 
more open spaces, and the early completion of the new 
Thames tunnel. 

MR. JOHN HUTTON (South St Paneras) 
The following is the address of Mr. Hutton to the 

Electors of South St. Pancras :— 
As a non-political Candidate I have the honour to 

ask, at the forthcoming County Council Election, a 
renewal of the confidence you reposed in me three 
years ago, when by an overwhelming majority you placed 
me at the head of the poll as one of your representatives 
upon the London County Council. In fulfilment of my 
promise then made to you, I have sedulously attended 
to the work of the Council. Temporary indisposition 
has alone been the cause of my absence from the 
Council some half-dozen times. As Chairman of the 
Building Act Committee for practically the whole three 
years, it has been my duty to master most important 
detads of the Council's work, and for zealous application 
and painstaking care, I believe the work of that Com¬ 
mittee will compare favourably with that of any other. 

The proposed amendments of the Building Law are now 
in a forward state, and the careful analysis incident to 
the preparation of so large a reform in itself constitutes 
no inconsiderable work. 

The practice adopted by the late Board of increasing 
the number of District Surveyors by dividing large 
districts as they became vacant, and allowing District 
Surveyors to engage in private practice, has been 
reversed, and the policy of the Council now is to consoli¬ 
date districts, and to make it a condition of appointment 
that private practice shall be abandoned, and the whole 
time of the Surveyor devoted to the duties of his office. 
This has proved most satisfactory, and some of those who 
strenuously opposed the introduction of the scheme fore¬ 
shadowed in my last candidature, have since become its 
warm supporters. 

Housing of the Working Classes.—One danger 
which threatens the Council, in its laudable anxiety to 
see better houses provided for the Working Classes, is 
that the prosaic but economical mode of making the slum 
landlord do his duty to his tenants and to society by 
obliging him to keep his property in perfect sanitary 
repair, will be ignored for the more heroic plan of clearing 
large areas at a startling cost, and erecting upon them 
Municipal Dwellings for the Woiking Classes with a 
substantial subsidy from the rates. 
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This policy, if persisted in, will involve great incon¬ 
venience to the tenants, and ruinous cost to the rate¬ 
payers. In my opinion compulsory pm chase of justly- 
condemned property should be considered as a punish¬ 
ment for gross neglect, and not as a reward. At present 
many unscrupulous owners of slum property are eagerly 
expectant of condemnation. But it should be remem¬ 
bered that every pound they unjustly receive comes out 
of the pockets of the ratepayers. The Council should 
aim at increasing the facilities of transit by train and 
tram, thus relieving the congested condition of London 
centres of labour. 

Parks.—Large and important accessions have been 
made to the Parks of this great city. Costly as the 
acquisition of land is at the present time, it must become 
costlier; and, in most of the outlying districts of 

From a photo by] MR. JOHN HUTTON. [Russell and Sons. 

London, if the opportunity of purchase is neglected, 
a few years will see dense masses of property covering 
the sites, and thus absolutely place beyond the power of 
the Council their acquisition as open spaces. Probably 
no other department of the Council's work gives such 
immediate satisfaction to the great London public as that 
of the Parks Committee. The enjoyment resulting from 
the establishment of cricket pitches and football grounds, and the playing of municipal bands in our parks, con¬ 
clusively shows how real and satisfactory is the silent 
process of improvement in public taste aud manners. 

Theatres and Music Halls.—The Council in its 
licensing capacity has not been very popular. My opinion is that recognised inspectors, acting on behalf of the 
Council, and openly demanding the necessary facility for 
the execution of their duty, would be preferable to the 

method of espionage now resorted to. I have too goo an opinion of the intelligence of the managers of place 
of public amusement to believe that the Council woul 
be placed at any disadvantage by such an arrangemen 
I cordially agree in the constructional alterations r< 
quired by the Council in the interest of public safet; If the public, instead of believing the charges made b 
anonymous contributors to the Press, could have bee 
put into possession of the facts, and have realised th 
risk from fire they were running in patronising certai 
places of amusement, I am sure that many a theatric! 
lessee would to-day be smarting, not only under tb 
outlay of structural alterations demanded by the Counci 
but from the loss of public patronage resulting from 
feeling of panic, which it is as easy to create as it ] 
difficult to allay. In the long run, the interest of th 
public is identical with the interest of the Managers c 
Theatres and Music Halls. 

Fire Brigade.—The Brigade has been largely auj mented. I hope to see the engineering departmer 
increased, and a series of workshops established at whic 
not only wear and tear may be repaired, but where engine 
may be built, fire-escapes constructed, and an efficienc 
maintained which should be productive of iroportai 
economy. 

County Hall.—The Council has, in my judgmem 
very properly refrained' from acquiring a site and erectin 
a County Hall and administrative offices, because ever} 
one would desire that the building should be worthy c 
the largest city in the world, and whenever the work 
undertaken it must involve considerable outlay. I thin] 
however, it will be the dnty of the next Council to undei 
take this work, because it is quite clear that great loss c 
time and administrative efficiency result from the scattere 
offices at present used for the business staff of tl 
Council. So limitless appears the scope of the Council 
future work, that the building must be designed with 
special view to enlargement from time to time, as circun 
stances may necessitate. In this matter, as in man 
others, to hasten slowly is the wisest policy. 

The Council has been charged with largely increasir 
the rate. The statement is incorrect. The rate hi 
been increased by one half-penny, but the work fallm 
upon the Council has involved the exercise of the greatei 
economy to enable this result to be obtained. 

Local Taxation.—The question of the re-adjustment c 
local taxation, with the object of obtaining equitable relii 
for the ratepayer, has involved the postponement of lar£ 
and costly street improvements. That an alteration i 
the incidence of taxation is necessary, and in fact d 
manded, most people will agree; the particular methc 
to be adopted is the question at issue. The Council, 
am aware, is only able to urge its view upon Parliamen 
but, beyond that, the value of an exhaustive debate in tl 
Council is educational to the general public, and throug 
it to Parliamentary candidates. 

Water Supply.—The importance and urgent necessii 
for the Council taking steps to obtain for London a pu and sufficient supply of water is now admitted, and a B 
upon the subject will be submitted to Parliament in tl 
next session. The Government have resolved ' 
advise the appointment of a Royal Commission ' 
ascertain the facts of the case. I have no doul 
it will be demonstrated that the quality and quantity the present water supply to London are most unsati 
factory. The polluted source is naturally the cause 
the polluted supply. It may be that the solution of tl 
difficulty will only be found in a fresh supply derive 
from an untainted source. In any case, the inadequai 
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of the existing a-rangements, to meet an ever increasing 
demand, is to my mind self-evident. The health and 
comfort of the people of London are involved in this 
question, and very keenly will the Council's action be 
watched with regard to it. These and mauy other 
matters of first importance to the citizens of Greater 
London will give special interest to the work of the next 
Council. 

I have always felt the dignity and importance of the 
trust committed to me. My votes have been given in ac¬ 
cordance with the dictates of my conscience, absolutely 
untrammelled by party or any other consideration, ex¬ 
cept a sincere desire to promote the public good. If I 
am again returned as your representative I shall con¬ 
tinue to devote my time to your service. I cannot say 
with increased zeal, for I have never spared myself; but 
I honestly think that my past experience in practically 
dealing with important and complicated questions will 
render my future services of greater value than my past. 

MR. RICHARD ROBERTS. 
Mr. Richard Roberts, who has done excellent work 

on the Building Committee, writes as follows :—• 
I was returned for South Islington on a non- 
political platform and have endeavoured to take an 
independent progressive course at the Couneil. There 
is no mention in your enquiry of one important depart¬ 
ment of the work of the Council, the administration of 
the Building Act. I have served on this committee from 
the beginning and have, in conjunction with such excel¬ 
lent administrators as Mr. Hutton, carried through the 
Council a reform in the office of District Surveyors, 
whereby they are compelled to devote their whole time 
to the work of the Council. I have also assisted in 
securing amended bye-laws, which will, I believe, in the 
future greatly raise the standard of building in London. 
My chief work on the Building Act Committee has been 
resisting building upon forecourts. I should be glad to 
see the Council forbid all such buildings, as I consider 
that such land is public land, at least so far as building 
rights are concerned. Though I have not succeeded in 
inducing the committee always to take this, perhaps extreme view, the committee has never allowed build¬ 
ings upon forecourts unless some portion of the 
land is surrendered to the public I was 
recently elected vice-chairman of the Theatres and 
Music Halls Committee, partly, I believe, because I am 
considered to hold an impartial opinion on music hall 
matters. On the whole, however, I am distinctly of 
opinion that the action of the Theatres Committee has 
tended to improve the character of the performances in 
music halls. As a Radical Nonconformist, I do not 
regret a revival of the Puritan sentiment, which has 
always characterised English Liberalism in its best days. I nevertheless feel that the future action of the Council 
in this matter must be prudently pursued, lest there 
should be a re-action. I would withstand any prejudice 
against the theatres and music halls as such. My wish 
would be, while endeavouring to restrain all that is vicious 
and degrading in tendency, to encourage all that is 
artistic and ennobling. Personally, 1 should not object to the theatre and high-class music being subsidised by the State or municipahty. I have supported Lord 
Lingen and Sir John Lubbock in their views on finance. 
This I think so much a matter of authority that I have 
willingly been guided by the specialists. I fear there 
may be a great danger in the future should there be any 
attempt at popular finance. 

MR. CHARLES HARRISON. 
Mr. Charles Harrison, who has distinguished himself 

before the public by coming so sharply into collision with 
Lord Lingen on the question of the repayment of the 
debt, Mr. Harrison being in favour of throwing a greater 
burden on posterity than that which Lord Lingen thinks 
right and just, is one of the most notable men on the 
Council. He may be regarded as the heir of Mr. Firth 
in all that relates to the knowledge of municipal affairs. 
He is so industrious that he hardly finds anybody on the 
Council, or on the staff of the Council, to keep pace with 
him. It is said that Napoleon could tire out half a dozen 
of his secretaries, and Mr. Harrison resembles the 
great Corsican in being able to weary out all his 
assistants and brother Councillors. To the officers 
whose duty it is to assist the Parliamentary 
Committee with their advice he is a terror, not 
because of any severity on his part, but because when 
once in the chair he never gets out of it. Time seems to 
make no difference to him. As long as there are any 
papers to be gone through, he will keep on hour after 
hour with all the precision of a machine and, apparently, 
without any consciousness either of the lapse of 
time or of the physical exhaustion which comes from 
lack of food. As he toils through his self-imposed task, 
the committee gradually thins, until at last he finds him¬ 
self alone with the clock, and with a sigh over the weak¬ 
ness of mortal men, disperses the Committee and goes 
home to consume some more midnight oil in studying the 
agenda paper for the next day. There can be no doubt 
as to his public spirit and zeal for the improvement 
of London. He is a member of the Finance, 
General Purposes, Local Government, Standing, Con¬ 
tracts, and Standing Joint Committees, besides the 
Parliamentary Committee, of which he is the Chairman. 
Out of a total of 447 possible sittings, he has actually 
attended 301. His controversy with Lord Lingen 
brought out very clearly his vigour as a controversialist, 
and whatever view may be taken of the right or 
the wrong of the question at issue between him 
and the late chairman of the Finance Committee, there is 
no doubt that it would be little short of a public misfor¬ 
tune if Mr. Harrison were not to be on the new County 
Council. 

THE WHIPS. 
The London County Council is fortunate in its whips, 

Mr. Benn, who is the whip of the Progressives, and Mr. 
Corbett, who whips for the other side, are both men who 
are made for better things than simply party wire¬ 
pullers. It is, however, possible to whip in the spirit of 
a whip, and to whip in the spirit of a patriot, and it is 
one of the good features of the London County Council 
that both of its whips take a high view of their duties. 
As a matter of necessity each thinks the other mistaken, 
but they entertain, and rightly entertain, the highest 
personal respect each for the other. Both are young 
men, and are fairly representative of the best in their 
respective parties. 

Mr. Corbett is a Scotchman, who is standing as a 
Unionist candidate for an Irish constituency. He brings 
to the municipal work a great deal of the staying power 
of the Scotchman and somewhat of the fervour of the 
electorate which he is courting in the North of Ire¬ 
land. Mr. Corbett's zeal for the Union knows no bounds. 
He is a young man to whom Home Rule in every shape 
and form is detestable, and if the nation were to adopt it 
he would regard us as being nigh unto cursing. He is a 
gentleman as well as a politician, and his bitterest oppo- 
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nents never venture to accuse him of anything that is not 
perfectly gentlemanly and above board. He is not a whip 
of the tricky kind, but a public - spirited Christian 
gentleman who, finding himself sometime ago in a posi¬ 
tion that enabled him to dispense with the necessity of 
earning his daily bread by the sweat of his brow, deter¬ 
mined in the true spirit of civic religion to educate him¬ 
self to the public service. He represents the cultured 
leisured class, which asks only to be allowed to spend 
itself in the service of the community. It would be a 
misfortune for London if Mr. Corbett were not to be 
returned, and this is felt quite as strongly by his opponents 
as by those with whom he usually acts. 

But it must be admitted that Mr. Corbett has made it 
rather difficult for his well-wishers on the Liberal side to 

party advantage, has acted as the instrument 
of the Conservative caucus, starting partisans of the 
Tory type against those whom he would recognise with¬ 
out a moment's hesitation as among the best members of 
the County Council. The opposition to Mr. Dickinson's 
candidature at Wandsworth is little short of municipal 
infamy. The opposition which led Lord Rosebery to 
retire from the City is another act of folly which London 
will remember and resent. At the same time it 
is obvious that Mr. Corbett must be returned. The 
Moderates could not have a better whip in the next 
Council, and they might very easily have a worse one. 

Mr. Benn is an excellent whip. He is also standing 
for a Parliamentary constituency, unfortunately ; unfortu¬ 
nately, because it is not possible for even the best of 

From a photo ty] MR. CORBETT. [Vander Weyde. From a photo by] ME. J. WILLIAMS BENN. [Russell and Sons. 

support him. Because of the jerrymandering of the 
Council by the packing of the Aldermen—a lamentable 
mistake which is referred to elsewhere—he, in common 
with the rest of his party, has come to the conclusion 
that this election must be fought on strictly party lines. 
The temptation to take this course is to a Conservative 
very great. The London constituencies at the last 
General Election returned a heavy majority of Conserva¬ 
tive members. If they can bring their men up they calculate they will be able to carry the County Council 
elections if only they can make it a thorough-going partv issue. To that temptation Mr. Corbett and his friend's 
have succumbed, with results that are much more likely to be disastrous to the Conservative majority at the com¬ 
ing Parliamentary Election than to the Progres¬ sive majority at the coming County Council 
election. Mr. Corbett, in order to secure this 

men to be in two places at the same time. Until at least we 
have made considerable progress in the development and utilisation of the Double, it is difficult 
to say how Mr. Benn will be able to perform the duties 
of whip at Spring Gardens and also fulfil the duties of 
a Gladstonian member for an East Lon.lon constituency. 
He is a good worker, who, although forty, does not look 
more than five-and-twenty. He has done a great deal of 
very good work. He has been vice-chairman of the High¬ 
ways Committee, and has been member of the Asylums, 
General Purposes, Housing, Industrial Schools, Offices, 
and Beer and Spirit Dues Committees. Out of 387 
possible sittings he has made 217. He has taken a lead¬ 
ing part in many of the most important debates in the 
Council, and, as amateur dosser, gained experiences which 
led ultimately to the erection of the first Municipal 
Lodging House in London. 
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YI.-SOJKE ELECTORAL MANIFESTOES. 

The first place among the manifestoes addressed to the electors naturally belongs to the letter in which Lord 
Lord Rosebery, the first chairman of the Council, set forth his views on the issue before the electors. 

LORD ROSEBERY. 
Lord Rosebery, who has at last consented to stand 

for Central Finsbury, expressed his views on the issues 
before the Electors in a letter in which he declined the 
invitation of the St. George's and Wapping Liberal and 
Radical Association: — 

THE THREE YEAR RADIUS. 
" Were I to accept your invitation I should stand, as I 

did on the last occasion, with my mind firmly impressed 
with the fact that the Council is not a perpetual, but a 
triennial body, and that, therefore, it is not worth while 
to deal with matters which are, if I may use a phrase 
familiar to the metropolis, outside the three-year radius. 
Not much, indeed, can be accomplished in three years, 
but, if it be the pleasure of London to reverse what has 
been the policy of the last three years, it will be probably 
found at the end of the next term that nothing has been 
done in six. " I should not think it worth while to discuss at this 
juncture all the reforms of the more or less distant future. 
They can, indeed, be scarcely too much discussed, but 
they are matters of evolution and progress, and do not 
immediately concern the coming election. What I should 
have dealt with is what is practical and near to my hand, 
even if not quite immediate. 

THE GREAT ISSUE BEFORE THE ELECTORS. 
"My address, then, would have divided itself naturally 

into two parts—the first, that which lies already within 
the powers of the Council and which, therefore, it can 
effect of itself; and, secondly, those additional powers 
which the Council may fairly seek, by representation or 
by the submission of a satisfactory scheme, to acquire. " The first is much the more important, though it is 
usually placed in the background. It is, in a word, the 
policy of the Council, for the issue of the next election 
will depend upon the verdict of London as to the policy 
of the present Council. The question will be—Shall that 
policy be pursued or shall it be reversed " It has been large, generous, and democratic, and I 
would cite in proof of this, its treatment of the labour 
that it employs, its anxiety to provide and develop open 
spaces and public parks, its provision for the health and 
improved accommodation of our working population, and 
its proposed acquisition of tramways. Its main and 
guiding impulse has been, in my opinion, to be perfectly 
fair to all classes, but to aim at removing from London 
the reproach of being a quarter of the very rich surrounded 
by a vast nation of the very poor. 

"These are matters which lie immediately to the hand 
of the Council. But beyond these there is a group of 
great questions which either will or will not be desired 
and promoted by the next Council, according to its 
colour. On these the voice of London will have over¬ 
whelming weight with any conceivable Government or 
Parliament, and these elections will necessarily elicit the 
opinions of London upon them. 

FIVE PENDING QUESTIONS. 
" Among these are:— 
"(1) Removal of petty, needless, and unreasonable 

restrictions on expenditure. 

" (2) The water supply, which should be adequate for 
future as well as for present wants, and should, on every 
sanitary and economic ground, belong to London. " (3) The Present Incidence of Rates.—It is clear that 
in the interests of the metropolis at large some readjust¬ ment should take place of local taxation which should 
divide its incidence more fairly between the permanent 
and the temporary interests involved. " (4) Police.—London has the same right to the con¬ 
trol of its own police which is possessed and admirably administered by that portion of itself called the City and 
by the other large towns of Great Britain. This question is immediately connected with " (5) The Unity of London.—The present arrangement 
by which a comparatively small district in the centre of 
London is detached from London and artificially held 
aloof cannot be maintained. The object of Parliament 
and of reformers must be that the City should be united 
with London as soon as possible and with as little 
friction as possible. Of all London reforms I lay 
infinitely the most stress on this, because each can supply 
what the other lacks, because so many reforms are 
contingent on it, and because you cannot have a com¬ 
plete municipality without it. I am not blind to the 
difficulties, but they will have to be faced and overcome. 

THE AIM OF NEXT COUNCIL. 
" The Council must in fine aim at becoming a London 

Council in fact as well as in name. And if the next 
Council were to attain these objects it would have accom¬ 
plished more than any single Parliament has been able to 
achieve. At any rate it will have ready to its hand work 
sufficient to occupy any conceivable ability, industry, or 
ambition. " But to fit itself for such great responsibility, and, 
indeed, to discharge its present duties, the next Council 
will have to complete and reform its administrative or¬ 
ganisation, which was, of course, tentative and experi¬ 
mental, so as to distribute more equally and carry out 
more efficiently its onerous and laborious functions. " The present Council ha3, in my opinion, accomplished 
wonders when it is considered that it had to govern 
London under a Bill in which the Metropolis was treated 
as an incident of rural administration, and that the 
Government which passed this faulty Bill has per¬ 
sistently embarrassed and resisted all attempts to make 
it workable. 

THE FIRST TASK. 
" It is hard for a body of 670 persons to carry on the 

government of an empire. Without an executive such an 
attempt would be fantastic. It is not, therefore, practic¬ 
able for a weekly meeting of 137 Councillors, with imper¬ 
fect delegation and without an executive, to govern what 
is a kingdom in population and wealth. Whatever, then, 
may be the political constitution of the next Council, I 
believe that the first work to which it will have to address 
itself is that of organisation. What shape that pro¬ 
ceeding may assume I cannot, of course, predict; but I 
am confident of its necessity. If the Council is content to 
delegate, it must delegate more completely; if it prefers 
to do the work collectively, it must meet more often." 
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LONDON LIBERAL AND RADICAL UNION. 

A Statement of a Progressive Policy for the London County 
Council may be divided into three sections :— 

(a) Demands for Necessary Powers. 
(b) Declarations of Municipal Policy. 
(c) Definite Pledges of Justice, Economy, and 

Utility in Administration. 
The aim of the Progressive Party in London should 

continue to be so to secure the administration of the 
limited powers of government which have been conceded 
to London as to give every Londoner the best advantage 
possible out of the public services; to compel public 
attention to the unjust limitation of the powers of self- 
government in London, and to the unjust way in which 
the revenue is now raised; and to resist additions to the 
County Council rate wherever possible until Parliament 
has provided that the right people should bear it. 

Their policy is at once a Ratepayer's policy, for it is 
directed entirely to relieve the occupiers of their unjust 
burden, and to check its increase in the meantime ; and 
a People's policy, for it is directed to making London a 
better place to five in for every section of its population. 

Many of the succeeding paragraphs rather express 
what has been done and is being aimed at by the present 
London County Council than contain any new proposals ; 
and the London Liberal and Radical Union desire to 
express their recognition of the great work which the 
London County Council has accomphshed even within 
the limited powers already at its disposal. 

(a) The demands for necessary powers comprise the fol¬ 
lowing :— 

1. That the Local Government Act, 1888, should be 
amended by conceding to London all the powers of 
municipal government now enjoyed by any of the cities 
of Great Britain. 

2. That the London County Council should have full 
powers to hold inquiries and to promote Bills for all 
purposes of Water Supply, Gas Supply, Electric Light¬ 
ing, Docks, Markets, Tramways, Subways, Burial 
Grounds, and for all purposes relating to the River 
Thames within its jurisdiction. 

3. That the London County Council should have full 
powers to promote such Bills as may be necessary from 
time to time for the amendment of the Metropolis 
Management Act, the Metropolitan Police Acts, Buildings 
Acts, Rating and Assessment Acts, and generally as to 
metropolitan government and finance. 

4. That the London County Council should obtain the 
control of the Police. 

5. That all doubts and restrictions as to the Council's 
powers of purchasing and working tramways be cleared 
away. 

6. That the London County Council should obtain a 
central control of assessment and valuation, a central 
registration office, a Labour Bureau, and a London 
Statistical Department (none of which yet exist). 

7. That the London County Council, instead of the 
Police, should become the licensing authority for stage 
and hackney carriages, their conductors and drivers, 
hawkers and pedlars, and lodging-houses. 

8. That a District Councils Bill should be passed (in 
accordance with the Report on District Councils 
accepted by the Council of this Union), and that it 
should provide that the London County Council shall 
have the necessary powers of central control. 

9. That the London County Council should have 
power to take over the duties of the Burial Boards. 

10. That the London County Council should have 
further control over London Charities. 

11. That the London County Council should be autho¬ 
rised to keep a register of all owners, both freeholders 

and leaseholders, of land and buildings in the metro 
polis, and that such owners be required to registe 
therein. 

(b) The points of a progressive Municipa Folic, 
include:—• 
I.—The Control of Certain Great Corporat 

Undertakings, 
1. The municipalisation of the Water Supply; to b 

obtained by the creation of a Statutory Water Com 
mittee of the London County Council, elected yearlj 
with power either to introduce an alternative or addi 
tional supply or to take over the existing undertakings a 
a price corresponding to their depreciated utility. 

The Council ought also to have the power to forbi 
the taking of water for London drinking purposes fror 
tainted reaches of the Thames or Lea, to compel th 
restoration of proper compensation water to these rivei 
where (as with the Lea) there is not left sufficient floi 
to carry off the foul matter, and to veto the taking i 
any case of more than a reasonable proportion of th 
total flow of either river (as noted by the Royal Com 
mission). 

2. The control of the Gas Supply; to be obtained b 
the regulation of the quality and price of gas on a basi 
more efficient than the present system, and by the crea 
tion of a similar Statutory Committee with power eithe 
to provide a municipal supply or to take over the com 
panies on terms fair to the ratepayers. 

3. The control of the Markets : to be obtained b 
power to enact bye-laws to prevent such nuisances a 
constantly occur {e.g., at Covent Garden and Billings 
gate), and to compel the existing markets (so long a 
they continue) to provide efficient accommodatior 
especially for food supply : and by full power to establis 
and carry on public markets in all parts of London with 
out regard to existing monopolies : and to take ove 
existing markets where thought necessary. 4. The control of the River and the Docks: to b 
obtained by bye-law powers controlling all matters o 
public concern, and by controlling or superseding t 
that extent the Thames Conservancy, with power to th 
County Council to create new docks or to take ove 
existing ones ; or to promote a Public Dock Board fo 
these purposes. 

5. The control of the Tramways: to be obtained b 
such bye-law regulations as exist in other cities {e.g., i 
Edinburgh), and by the abolition of the present limitf 
tions on the powers of purchase intended to be given b 
Parliament. 

As soon as the London County Council can obtai 
possession of a workable line it should be worked upo 
the principles now in successful operation at Hudders 
field. 

G. The control of all the Open Spaces of London: b 
means of regulations providing (e.g for their convenier 
use for purposes of public meeting, pending the transfc 
to the Council of the spaces now (nominally) vested i 
the Crown, including powers over London Graveyards. In the case of those Parks and Open Spaces alread 
vested in Council, its policy should be, as now, to mak 
them of the utmost use for the recreation of the people 
by making all reasonable arrangements for sports, cor 
veniences, and refreshments, and 1 iy providing music. 

II.—Principles of Municipal Action1! 
1. That the County Council should not only treat if 

own workers fairly, but should set a good example t other employers in respect of the hours of labour, rat 
of wages, and conditions of employment generally. 2. That the County Council should continue the polic it has already initiated of arranging for its employes normal eight hours' day and a six days' week, and trad 
union rate of wages. 

3. That it should assist the public, so far as it ca 
without excessive cost, to make more use of the existin 
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possessions of London by pressing for increased facilities 
at cheap rates on all tramways, subways, and railways ; 
by pressing for adequate facilities as to workmen's 
trains ; by utilising and adding to the open spaces ; and 
by assisting to regulate the present chaotic arrangements as to hospital, infirmary, dispensing, and other medical 
aid. 

4. That it should defend the interests of the public by 
demanding in the Committees of Parliament a full 
equivalent for the public in return for monopoly con¬ 
cessions, e.g., where vacant spaces or open grounds are 
taken for new undertakings a proper equivalent in land 
should be dedicated to public uses. 

5. That, while acting in harmony with all local bodies, 
it should watch the common interests of the whole com¬ 
munity of the Metropolis, specially as to the housing of 
the people, the public health, and finance. 

6. That the Council should make due provision for the 
erection and management of municipal common lodging- 
houses, together with power to make free night-shelters. 

7. That the Council shall not have power to resell the 
freehold of any land which may come into its posses¬ 
sion. 

8. That it shall uphold, as against the City, the neces¬ 
sity of one Government for London, and demand that 
the County and City should be merged in one Munici¬ 
pality at the earliest practicable time. 

9. That the Council should insist on the relief of the 
ratepayers :— 

(a) by obtaining betterment contributions to im¬ 
provement schemes, 

{b) by charging a proper quota of the annual 
London Budget upon the owners of rental and 
ground values. 

(c) by the creation of a municipal death duty. 
(d) by the equalisation of all rates throughout 

London. 
(e) by the division of rates between owner and 

occupier. 
00 by the appropriation to the proper public 

uses of the Metropolis of the funds of the City 
Companies and Charities. 

(//) by the equitable rating of vacant land and 
the collection of a fair share of the rates from the 
owners of vacant houses. 

(c) Definite pledges of justice, economy, and utility in 
administration. 

1. That the rule forbidding contracts to be given to any 
firm which does not pay the rate of wages and observe 
the conditions of labour which are accepted as fair in 
their trade, shall be strictly upheld. 

2. That where recognised schedules of wages cannot 
be enforced, the Council shall, where possible, frame a 
schedule and annex it to its contracts. 

3. That sub-contracting shall be rigorously sup¬ 
pressed. 

4. That, so far as practicable, the Council shall employ 
its own workers direct. 

5. That while paying sufficient remuneration to secure 
the best skill in the interests of London, the Council 
should jealously control the increase of large salaries. 

6. That with a view to provide for the unemployed, 
the Council should distribute the work it would naturally 
undertake in such a way that it may come in, as far as 
possible, at times when the demand for labour is de¬ 
creasing ; and should use its influence and powers to 
induce other local authorities to adopt a like course. 

7. That the Council should institute a better system 
of financial control over the spending Departments, in 
the interests of economy. 

8. That the Council should publish an annual budget, 
and forbid (except under absolute necessity) all extra¬ 
ordinary estimates. 

9. That until a more just arrangement can be made 
as to London rating, or until the principle of betterment 

can be enforced, the Council should decline to promote 
any costly schemes of Metropolitan improvement which 
it is possible to defer. 

10. That the Council should continue to contribute a 
reasonable amount annually to the increase of open 
spaces and the better enjoyment of those which exist. 

11. That the Council should use its powers to provide 
greater facilities for polling at elections. 

12. That the Council should put in force the regula¬ tions for tenement houses, and should use its best endea¬ 
vours to compel the enforcement of the Sanitary Law 
and the Factory and Workshop Acts. 

13. That the Council should make and enforce bye- 
laws for the better protection of the public against 
nuisances. 

14. That the Council should exercise a vigilant watch¬ 
fulness in the interests of the public safety over theatres 
and places of entertainment and public meeting, over 
neglected property, and over new buildings. 

15. That the Council should insist on an ample pro¬ 
vision of light and air, and should discourage the over¬ 
crowding of the people in large blocks where proper con¬ 
ditions are not obtained. 

16. That (while discouraging large and costly schemes 
on the basis of Cross's Act) the Council should vigorously 
enforce the Housing Acts against the owners of slum 
property. 

17. That the County Council shall use its powers to 
provide proper dwellings, at rents sufficient to secure 
them from loss, in those parts of the Metropolis and 
suburbs where proper housing for the working popula¬ 
tion has been swept away or does not exist. 

18. That pending the construction of the Blackwal! 
Tunnel, the Council shall increase the accommodation 
for transit by free ferry across the Thames below bridge. 

19. That the Council should take steps to procure the 
removal of all gates and bars which obstruct the London 
streets. 

20. That the Council should make further arrange¬ 
ments for the publication of its reports, statistics, etc., 
and for the regular gratuitous supply of all its publica¬ 
tions to the Public Libraries of London. 

21. That the Council should support such a reform of 
the law as will make clear the right of women to be 
County Councillors. 

22. That the Council should support such a reform of 
the law as will provide for the payment of all members 
of the Council for their services. 

A CRITICISM BY SIR JOHN LUBBOCK. 
Sir John Lubbock says:—" These proposals involve an 

accession of labour and responsibility, which would in¬ 
evitably crush an already overburdened body. If it were 
carried" out, the London County Council of London 
would be entirely subordinated to the conduct of the 
most gigantic trading company the world has ever seen. 
The London County Council, he thinks, has plenty to do 
without becoming a ' municipal Whiteley.' The proper 
function is to govern, not to trade. The Union, however, 
certainly did not intend, even if they had the power, to 
impose these new duties on the Council all at once." 

Sir John Lubbock suggests that in future the Chair¬ 
men of the Committees should be elected by the Council, 
and that the Chairmen should select their own committee¬ 
men. He thinks that the Chairman of the Council should 
act as Speaker, or rather, perhaps, as the Lord Chancellor 
does in the House of Lords ; that the chairman of the 
General Purposes Committee should be, as it were, the 
Prime Minister of London, with the chairman of the 
Finance Committee as his Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
while the General Purposes Committee would occupy the 
position of the Cabinet in our constitution. 
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THE "MODERATES'" MANIFESTO. 
The following is the only manifesto issued by the 

" Moderates ":— 
Reasons for Opposing the "Progressist" Party. 

The Past. 
Because, although they were elected as non-politicians 

they have abused their powers on many occasions for party 
purposes. 

Because, instead of attending only to their proper duties, 
they have frequently clamoured for further powers and 
control over matters with which they, as administrators, have 
no concern. 

Because they have in many ways lowered the dignity and 
impaired the usefulness of the Council, and sometimes 
rendered it ridiculous in the eyes of the public. 

Because, in order to conceal an increase in the rates, they 
have diverted from the working classes the money (£186,000) 
given by the Government, which other County Councils have 
used for technical education. 

Because they have neglected to carry out urgent public 
improvements, with the object of trying to force Parliament 
to agree to their impracticable schemes for altering the basis 
of taxation. 

Because they have constantly claimed to interfere in 
matters which belong solely to the sphere of Legislation. 

The Future. 
Because they propose to interfere between employers and 

employed, to regulate the rate of wages and the hours of 
labour in various trades, and virtually to abolish the freedom 
of contract. 

Because they advocate the payment of salaries to Coun¬ 
cillors, and the payment of their election expenses out of the 
rates. 

Because they propose to compete with private enterprise 
in the erection and letting of houses, and the working of 
tramways, &c. 

Because their proposals entail the growth of a gigantic 
centralised power, and the consequent weakening of local 
self-government. 

Because their policy leads directly to an enormous increase 
in the rates, without any counterbalancing advantages. 
Reasons for Supporting the " Moderate " Candidates. 

Because they regard the Council as an administrative 
body, and not as a legislative one. 

Because they will loyally and thoroughly carry out the 
duties entrusted to them, without interfering with the 
province of Parliament. 

Because they will constantly oppose the costly fads and 
crotchets which have found so much favour with the Pro¬ 
gressist Party in the Council. 

Because they will promote the health and safety of London 
by strict enforcement of the Sanitary Acts, by perfecting the 
system of main drainage, and by maintaining the Fire 
Brigade in a stae of complete efficiency. 

Because they will carry out the Working Class Dwelling 
Acts by dealing rigorously with negligent landlords, and by 
proper consideration for the wants of the poor. 

Because they will oppose all interference with private 
enterprise in the building of houses, carrying on trades, or 
working the tramways. 

Because they will not require the ratepayers to provide 
them with salaries, or to pay their election expenses. 

Because they will promote the acquisition of open spaces, 
and their due maintenance for the health and recreation of 
the people. 

Because they will proceed without delay to the completion 
of urgent public improvements and the relief of overcrowded 
street traffic, 

Because they will control the licensing of places of amuse¬ 
ment without injustice or partiality, and with due regard to 
the wants of the people. 

Because they will, by a sound financial policy, see that the 
ratepayers get proper value for their money, and prevent that 
continual increase in the rates which the policy of the " Progressist" party renders inevitable. 

A "MODERATE" ELECTION ADDRESS. 
I may supplement this by quoting the only Moderati 

address that fairly and frankly challenges the policy o 
the Council. It is addressed to the Electors of Nortl 
Islington by the Moderate Candidates, Mr. Chamberlayni 
and Mr. Dixon :— 

At the request of a large number of ratepayers, anc 
with the unanimous approval of the North Islington Con 
servative Association, we respectfully solicit your suffrage 
at the ensuing election for the London County Council. 

We have each resided amongst you for nearly twentj 
years, and for a great portion of that period have takei 
an active part in local affairs, besides taking much interes 
and giving our time and other assistance to the variou 
local institutions. In politics we are Conservative, bu 
we ask for support from Liberal as well as Conserva 
tive voters, and also from the general body of Elector 
who favour moderate views in opposition to the extrava 
gant schemes of the " Progressive " party of the Metro 
polis. 

The duties of the London County Council are, or shouli 
be, administrative, and if those duties are properly per 
formed the Council will have the opportunity of doin; 
vast good in the Metropolis, and would have ample wori 
to occupy all their energies. The Progressive party o 
the Council, however, apparently desire to legislate, am 
have actually refused to carry out their duties until th 
Government of this Empire obey their behests. Wi 
venture to think that this is an indefensible position, am 
unjust to the ratepayers and the public at large. 

We pledge ourselves to regularly attend to the dutie 
of the Council and to do our utmost in the true interest 
of the ratepayers and the general population of th 
Metropolis, whilst having a proper regard to what is, ii 
common fairness, due to the great ratepaying portion o 
the community. 

We invite your attention to the schemes of the " Pre 
gressives," and we ask you to join with the great body o 
ratepayers of the Metropolis—as in the case of th 
recent School Board Election—and to show the Progres 
sive party that the ratepayers will not allow their han 
earnings to be squandered in furthering the pet politics 
schemes of the extreme party. 

The Programme of the Progressive Party includes :— 

(1.) The acquisition of tramways of the Metre 
polis, which, we presume, would be carried to it 
logical conclusion by taking over the railways 
omnibuses, and other means of locomotion in th 
Metropolis. The expenditure of the ratepayer! 
money would be enormous, the benefit problematical 
whilst there would be vast patronages in offices am 
other matters given to members of the Council. 

(2.) The acquisition of Gas and Electric Lighting 
which would mean the investment of millions of th 
ratepayers' money, the formation of department! 
and appointment of highly-paid officials. In fact, i 
would be an enormous commercial speculation wit 
the ratepayers' money. 

(3.) The erection and management of markets i 
opposition to tradesmen and the humbler clas 
trader at the ratepayers' expense. 

(4.) The provision of bands and music in Publi 
Parks at an enormous expense to the ratepayers whe 
such matters might be fairly left to private entei 
prise, aided if necessary by a grant from the f unds c 
the Council. 

(5.) The provision and management of Commo 
Lodging Houses as a further speculation with th 
ratepayers' money. 
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(6.) The increased taxation of surrounding proper¬ 
ties to provide the expenses of Metropohtan Im¬ 
provements, whether really beneficial to such sur¬ 
rounding neighbourhoods or not, whilst there is no 
suggestion of compensation in those cases where 
property is injured and even ruined in carrying out 
such improvements. 

(7.) The equalisation of rating over the Metropolis 
with the consequent removal of local responsibility 
and inducement to economy, and tending to indiffer¬ 
ence to the increase of rates. In Islington this 
would mean an increase of at least 6d. in the £ upon 
the present rates, whilst already the rates of the 
Parish are heavier than they have ever been, the 
increase for the past year alone being more than 4d. 
in the £. 

(8.) The increased control and consequent dictation 
and interference with public entertainments. The 
inspection and getting up of evidence by individual 
Councillors, and employment of paid advocates by 
members of the body adjudicating upon applications 
for licenses. 

(Lastly). The payment of members of the Council, 
followed, we presume, by payment of Members of 
Parliament, Guardians, Vestrymen, members of 
School Boards, and the like, at the expense of the 
ratepayer and taxpayer. 

We feel convinced that a few moments' consideration 
of the extravagant and far-reaching schemes to which we 
have referred will satisfy not only ratepayers, but 
members of the working and humbler classes, that 
enormous injury would be inflicted upon them directly 
and indirectly were such schemes carried out. The rates 
of the Metropolis would be enormously increased, and 
tho inhabitants, who are now scarcely able to bear 
exisiting burdens would surely be unable to bear the 
additional taxation. 

We will refer to the abolition of the coal dues as an 
instance of the short-sighted policy of the Progressive 
Party. The abolition of the dues—now deeply regretted 
by the party itself—has done away with an income of 
nearly £500,000 per annum previously applied to Metro¬ 
politan improvements, which must now be made up out 
of the rates. Th6 price of coal and gas has increased 
rather than lessened, and the ratepayers, the working 
classes, and the poor have not derived the smallest benefit 
from the abolition of the dues. 

We trust that you will, by your votes at the present 
Election, show your sense of the unreasonable and 
injurious views held by the Progressive party. 

We are, your obedient servants, 
A. R. Chamberlayne. 
John W. Dixon. 

THE PUBLICANS' PROGRAMME. 
The East London Licensed Victuallers' and Beersellers' 

Protection Association have drawn up the following list 
of questions which they submit to each candidate :— 

1. Are you in favour of the retention by the justices of their 
present powers in all matters connected with granting, renew¬ 
ing, or transferring licences for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors 1 Should the powers of the justices be transierred to 
the County Council or other elected body 

2. Are you in favour of any curtailment of the present 
hours of opening on Sundays or week days 

3. Are you in favour of the. present custom of annually 
renewing licences without the compulsory attendance of 
licencees, except in cases where the police have served 
official notice of opposition 1 

4. Are you in favour of givbag equitable compensation to 

any person having an interest in a licence for the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, providing at any time the renewal of 
such licence should be refused on public grounds, and 
through no fault of the licensee? And that no renewal be 
refused except on proof of conviction for offence against the 
licensing laws and endorsement of the licence by a magis trate 

5. Would you support any intelligible action to place clubs 
under official surveillance 1 

6. If opportunity serves will you assist in abolishing the 
present system of affiliation of working men's clubs (where 
intoxicating liquors are sold) which permits of a single 
membership of one club entitling to admission and privi¬ 
leges of nearly 200 clubs in tfie metropolis where intoxicating 
liquors are vended day and night, and in many cases all day on Sunday 1 

At the annual session of the Middlesex District Lodge of Good Templars, the Grand Chief Templar said that 
the London County Council had set an example to all 
other Councils, in the way it had dwelt with the Tem¬ 
perance question. 

It was unanimously resolved :—" That this district lodge, 
being convinced of the vital importance of the forthcoming 
County Council Election, involving as it does temperance 
issues, pledges itself to use every effort to secure the return 
of men who are prepared to carry out the present policy of 
the London County Council as it affects the temperance 
question, and urges upon all true citizens and Christian 
Churches the necessity of supporting such candidates in the 
interests of true reform. 

WOMEN FOR THE COUNTY COUNCIL. 
The Society for the Return of Women as County 

Councillors have published an appeal to women electors 
in order to call attention in the most earnest manner to 
the very important duty which now lies before them. 
They say :— 

It rests with the electors to return conscientious members 
to the Council; persons who have given good proof of chaiac- 
ter, ability, trustworthiness, and steady devotion to the 
cause of the people. By the cause of the peoplo they mean 
their highest interest in every way, their moral and spiritual 
elevation, the improvement of their social condition and of 
their opportunities for securing health and comfort. The 
whole work of the Council is as important to women as to 
men, but there are several special points on which women feel 
strongly. Such are the working of the Infant Life Pro¬ 
tection Act, the control of pauper lunatic asylums in which 
the majority of the patients are women ; the institution and 
management of reformatories and industrial schools; the 
prevention of cruelty and wrong in the matter of slaughter¬ 
houses and of the Wild Birds' Protection Act; and the right 
administration of the Artisans' Dwellings Act so as to bring 
about the renovation of the houses of the working people and 
of the extremely poor. It is difficult, they say, to give an idea 
of the magnitude of the work of the London County Council, 
but of the improvements effected by the present Council 
in the three years of its existence not the least are the 
improved management of lunatic asylums, the improved 
standard for the amusements of the people; the acquisition 
of Clissold, Dulwich, and Brockwell Parks and of numerous 
small open spaces ; the provision of good band music out-of- 
doors; and of increased protection against fire. County 
Councils, they hope, will ultimately have the power of re¬ 
arranging the mode of collecting rates and taxes, and of 
equalising their pressure with due regard to the circumstances 
of the various classes. In concluding their appeal, they 
express their sense of the loss to the community caused by 
the present state of the law, which as it now stands excludes 
women from being elected as county councillors. They 
implore women electors to put away all feelings of idleness and 
indifference, to show their interest in a practical manner, and 
to choose candidates who, if elected, will use their position to 
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promote the welfare oE the community, who will work on 
true progressive principles, and who are in favour of such a 
change in the law as will enable women to be elected and to 
act as County Councillors. 

The appeal is signed by the Marchioness of Ripon, Miss 
Emma Cons, Miss Elizabeth Blackwell, M.D., and a 
number of other ladies. It has been widely circulated. 

THE LONDON NONCONFORMISTS. 
A large meeting of ministers and laymen, members of 

the London Nonconformist Council, was held at the 
Memorial Hall, on Monday afternoon, February 8th, 
under the presidency of Dr. Allon. After an animated 
discussion it was decided to issue the following Manifesto, 
which had been prepared with great care by the Executive 
of the Council: — 

the manifesto. 
"1. Inasmuch as the welfare of millions of our fellow- 

citizens, especially the poor and the destitute, is bound 
up with the pohcy of the London County Council, the 
ministers and members of the churches of Christ are 
earnestly exhorted to exercise the trust that has been 
committed to them, and to vote as in the sight of God 
for righteous and Christian government for this great 
City. " 2. The London Nonconformist Council does not 
commit itself to any particular party, but advocates 
the support of good men and true, who will seek the 
well-being of the people, irrespective of party or sect 

" 3. The candidates of the County Council who have 
already served on that body, and who have accomplished 
such lasting benefits for the people by the improvements 
they have effected in the management of the music-halls, 
the asylums, the industrial schools, the housing of the 
poor, the conditions of labour, etc., should, as far as 
possible, be re-elected. 

" 4. That strenuous efforts are necessary to be put 
forth in order that the ratepayers have full control of 
their own municipal affairs and are enabled, by means of 
the central council and of the proposed district and 
parish councils, in place of the present vestries, to co¬ 
operate in brotherly and united endeavour to remedy the 
pauperism, misery, crime, and intemperance that disgrace 
our City. " 5. All efforts of this kind that improve and elevate 
he fives of the people and lessen destitution enrich the 

t hole community, and should be warmly encouraged. " 6. The burden of the occupiers' rates should be 
relieved— 

" (a.) By the equitable distribution of rating, in order 
that the ground landlord may pay his just proportion. " (/).) By the equalisation of the poor-rate throughout 
London. " (c.) By the just appropriation to general public uses 
of such portions of the funds of the City companies and 
charities as may be applicable thereto. " (d.) By the retention in the hands of the Council of 
the freehold of all lands purchased under improvement and other schemes. 

" 7. The Council should steadily maintain its present 
policy in relation to music-halls, parks, housing of the 
poor, asylums, and labour regulations. " 8. The Council should continue to exert its influence, in order to secure for labourers one day's rest in seven, reasonable hours of work, cheaper rates of transit, the 
provision of night shelters, the extensiou of labour 
bureaus, and a statistical department with results avail¬ 
able for all. 

" 9. The general temperance policy of the Council in 
discountenancing the use of intoxicating liquors as beve¬ 
rages in asylums, hospitals, and pubbc parks, and music 
halls, should be maintained and extended to all municipal institutions. " 10. The health of the people and their children should 
be vigorously promoted by the strict enforcement of all 
sanitary regulations for dwelling-houses, by open spaces for physical recreation, by the provision of gymnasia, by a plentiful supply of good water, and by municipal baths 
and washhouses. " 11. All regulations for the suppression of drunken¬ 
ness, gambling houses, and social vice should be strictly enforced. " 12. The London County Council should possess all the 
powers of municipal government, including the control of 
the police, now exercised by other cities and towns in the 
provinces. " 13. The law which debars women, otherwise qualified, from serving as Councillors is highly unjust as well as 
injurious to the general welfare, and should without 
delay be repealed." 

THE PASTORAL LETTER. 
The following is a copy of a letter which the Council 

resolved to send to the pastors of Nonconformist churches 
throughout the metropolitan area :— 

" Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
"Dear Brother,—The gravest moral and social issues 

are at stake in the impending County Council Election 
for London. For good or ill, the new Council will have 
almost unlimited power over millions of our fellow- 
citizens, their homes, their children, their recreation, the 
conditions of their labour. Every vote given will con¬ 
tribute either to the furtherance of the beneficent work 
commenced by the Council, and so to the regeneration and civic unity of the metropolis, or to the defeat of 
that policy and the perpetuation of the abuses and 
anomalies of many generations. We need not remind 
you how greatly these evils hinder the progress of the kingdom of Christ among the people. It 
is, therefore, the duty of every professed follower of 
Jesus Christ to overcome the apathy and indifference to 
municipal obligations, which have wrought so much mis¬ 
chief, and to go to the poll in support of a policy of 
justice and humanity. The old prejudices are again 
asserting themselves. Be it ours to lift up the banner of 
hope and service for the City that we love. We appeal to 
you to make known to your Church, and to all you can 
influence, the points at issue. Shall the will of Christ be 
clone in the unity, brotherhood, and social progress of 
the people of London A great opportunity is presented to you, as minister of your flock, to make known from 
the pulpit the duties of Church members to the 
City in which they dwell, and to the lapsed and lost within her borders. And we respect¬ 
fully suggest that you may greatly help the cause we 
have at heart by the following, among other methods 
that may occur to you :—(1.) Addresses from the pulpit before the election on the duties of Christians to the 
City of which they are members, and especially the 
duty of each to vote on this question. (2.) Co-operation with all good men and women in your neighbourhood, 
irrespective of party, for the return of candidates of right 
principles and good character, regardless of political 
party or religious denomination. (3.) Arrangements for public meetings and electoral organisations to 
educate the ratepayers and awaken interest. (4.) 
Special prayer to God that He will guide us all 
to right action in this crisis, that He will raise up 
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earnest, wise, and large-hearted men, who have under¬ 
standing of the times, and will serve this great City, and 
that God will abundantly bless the labours of the London 
County Council to the relief of the destitute, the rescue 
of the perishing, and the extinction of the intemperance, 
vice, and squalor in which multitudes are lost.—On 
behalf of the Council, " H. Allon, President." 

METHODISTS AND THE ELECTION. 
AN ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE. 
The President of the Wesleyan Conference, the Rev. 

T. Bowman Stephenson, preached at Finsbury Park 
Chapel on Sunday evening, January 31st, a sermon on 

-v li 1 

Fram a jjiiul j uyj Li- C. luujer, nani&ouiy Park. 
THE BBV. T. BOWMAN STEPHENSON, LL D. 

Christian citizenship on the text, " Art thou a Roman 
And he said, ' Yea.' "—Acts xxii. 27. He said : 

SOCIAL REFORM A HELP TO THE GOSPEL. 
" I do not preach on this special subject because of any belief that social reforms can be a substitute for the 

Gospel. Sanitary improvement, social advance, a more 
perfect pohce system, the provision of free libraries and 
baths, and polytechnics—I do not for a moment think 
that these can be substitutes for the Gospel. But 
though not substitutes for the Gospel, all that we 
seek in social reform may be both an assistance to the 
Gospel, and the legitimate fruit of it. And apart from 
it, the Gospel can have but little chance. There must be 
a John Baptist, before there be a Christ. So the reforms 

which make pure life possible must, to a great mass of the 
population, prepare the way of the Lord. And on the 
other hand, if the Gospel be that very expression of 
Christ's mind which it ought to be, its fruit, both in 
society, and [in the individual, will be love, joy, peace, 
justice, brotherly kindness, and charity; and if these are 
to be practically realised by the millions, Christian senti¬ 
ment, expressed by Christian votes, must direct the 
County Council to make a new London. For all earnestly 
religious men to stand aloof from public life is simply for 
Christ's servants to abdicate in favour of the devil. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CITIZEN. 
" The men who manage our business and govern our 

daily fife within the limits of municipal law are placed in 
office by our votes; they can be hurled from power by 
our votes, and we are therefore directly responsible for 
what they do, or leave undone. Your vote, therefore, 
rightly given may appoint the right men. Your vote 
withheld may give the position to the wrong men. And 
we are responsible not only for the wrongs we commit, 
but for the wrongs we might prevent if we would. ' We 
are our brother's keeper.' You cannot get rid of your 
responsibility by pleading an ignorance which arises 
either from wilfulness or carelessness. 

"I desire to insist upon the direct personal responsi¬ 
bility of every Methodist, of every Christian voter, for 
the condition of things around him. There is a street of 
vile houses; they are a plague and nuisance to the neigh¬ 
bourhood. If a right policy prevails—if the public 
administration is just and pure—these vile houses 
will be removed, and replaced by well - built and 
well-ordered dwellings. Or they will be closed and 
the wretched traffickers in vice who now inhabit 
them will be removed. If you were taken to 
stand before these houses, and see all their nameless 
horrors, and were told that one word of yours might close 
them, and put an end to the frightful evil they are 
causing, would you hesitate for a moment to speak that 
word And if through carelessness or cowardice you did 
not speak the word, would not your conscience feel an in¬ 
supportable burden of guilt To you would then belong 
the shame of every life shortened by the contagion of 
the filth, or destroyed by the infection of the vice con¬ 
tained therein! Now you cannot by a word destroy those 
nests of evil; but you may do it by a vote. Every vote 
given on the right side will, at all events, promote their 
i emoval; every vote withheld will help to give them a new 
lease of infamous fife. It is your solemn duty, as you 
honour God, and love your fellow-men, to vote—to vote 
at any cost of trouble, and to vote on the side of 
righteousness. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S DUTY. 
" There is yet another consideration which must not be 

overlooked. The forces which are opposed to the best 
interests of the people are always at work, and strain 
every effort at times of election. They have a direct 
and very large money interest in these questions. Vou 
may rely upon it that tens of thousands of pounds will 
be spent in London next month, in order to defeat the 
men who have been working for righteousness, and to re¬ 
place them with others whose policy will be to lengthen 
the devil's chain. 

" Further, inasmuch as their ultimate purposes cannot 
be frankly avowed they invent catch phrases in order to 
mislead the mind of the multitude. The power of a 
plausible word or a catching phrase is immense. So such 
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words as ' fad,' ' Puritan,' ' Pharisee' are freely em¬ 
ployed. A man who determines that the owmers of in¬ 
sanitary property shall be forced to make it decent and 
healthy is declared to be a ' faddist.' A man 
who claims that the performances in music-halls shall 
be free from indecent and prurient suggestion is nick¬ 
named a ' Puritan.' The man who says that public- 
houses in which sailors are habitually hocussed and 
robbed, and in which the vilest company is habitually 
welcomed, should be closed, is a 'temperance fanatic' 
From all this it follows that the Christian people of 
London, those who care for the moral guardianship and 
uplifting of the masses, may be sure that a powerful 
league exists of all those who have a direct interest 
in drunkenness and vice, and of all those who desire 
to see free license in manners and amusements, to 
oppose, with money, with speech, with literature, with 
private influence the election or re-election of men who 
will use the powers which the law gives to them for the 
lessening of temptations to vice. The policy of making 
vice difficult and virtue easy is to these men hateful. It 
pays them in many ways for the public administration to 
be such as will make vice easy and virtue difficult. 

TO THE HELP OF THE LORD 
" Surely, then, in this conflict no man or woman who has 

a vote, and who cares for the highest interests of the 
community, can afford to be supine. If you are indifferent 
and heedless the enemies of the good will be watchful 
and energetic. This is a battle in which no man who 
cares for God and righteousness is at liberty to be 
neutral. You must come up, come up to the polling 
booth, to the help of the Lord against the mighty. " The issues of the coming conflict are so vast that it is 
impossible to exaggerate them, or, indeed, to realise them. 
For the first time in modern history, London has now a 
representative governing body. How vast is the area of 
its operations—larger than some of the European states 
How still more vast is the population over which it pre¬ 
sides—much beyond that of many existing kingdoms! 
Its revenues are the revenues of a little empire, and its 
County Council might almost be called a Parliament. 

QUESTIONS OF JUSTICE ARE QUESTIONS FOR CHRISTIANS. 
" But remember that London is far more than this. It 

is the centre of the vastest empire in the world ; it is the 
commercial capital of the human race. To it come men 
from all lands ; as surely as the river Thames flows 
through it, so flows a stream of human beings, tarrying 
for a while and then carrying away with them to the ends 
of the earth the colour and stain of the influences'they 
have met here. In every village and hamlet of our 
empire, and in every remote land under heaven, there are 
men who are morally better or worse for having visited 
London. The government of London in the interest of 
pure thought and life is more important than that of any 
other city on the planet. And when, in a few weeks time, 
the citizens of this Empire City go to the poll, what will 
they be voting about There are questions of great 
importance, but upon which I do not desire here 
to lay any special emphasis. Yet they embody great 
principles of equity, and have a very important 
bearing upon the issues which most immediately 
touch the Christian heart. Such are the questions of the 
taxation of ground rents, and of what is called ' better¬ 
ment.' Deep down these are Christian questions, be¬ 
cause they are questions of justice. Still they are not 
so obviously and immediately questions of morality as 
many others. 

THE CONFLICT A MORAL ONE. 
"But these issues are to be before the public. Shall ever 

poor court in London be supplied adequately with pur 
water That is a question of cleanliness and health, am 
therefore of godhness. Shall overcrowding be checked, s 
that we shall no longer have hundreds ©f thousands of fami 
lies living in one room That involves a cheap and constan 
service of trams and trains, as well as the stern enforce 
ment of the laws against insanitary property, and th 
provision of better accommodation in a variety of ways 
The regulation of places of amusement, so that th 
minds of the young shall not be contaminated by th 
suggestion of evil, is also a burning question. Perhap 
most important of all is the licensing question. Sha! 
the indefinite multiplication of public-houses be pei 
mitted Shall the policy be one of restriction and regu 
lation, so that they shall, on the whole, become fewe 
and everywhere be better managed This question i 
interwoven with all the others; and a right policy her 
means certain improvement everywhere, and the lighten 
ing of every other difficulty. I might mention othe 
matters, but these are enough to show how intense! 
moral is the coming conflict; how, in fact, it will tun 
upon the questions which most powerfully and vividl 
affect the moral condition, of the people. 

WHO DARE BE NEUTRAL? 
" Who dare be neutral at such a crisis Who will be 

I know who will not be. Every man whose interest i 
bound up in the extension of drinking facilities; ever 
man who directly or indirectly makes a profit out of th 
follies and sins of men; every man who desires hcense fo 
his own life, and therefore hates restrictions upon any. 
know who will be against us—the world, the flesh, am 
the devil wall! Every time-server, every man who pre 
fers pariry to principle ; every man who measures mora 
questions by the sixpence more or sixpence less of rate 
that he has to pay. Other men will be against us, who ar 
better far. Timid men, conventional men, men of menta 
inertia. And better than these, some good and devou 
men ; for it is strange how even when great moral ques 
tions are involved, some good men can take the side whic 
tends to immorality, and yet continue personally good 
All this I gladly admit; but speaking generally am 
broadly, the conflict will be one of moral progress agains 
obstinate moral declension—of purity against impurity- 
of sobriety against drink and drunkenness—of justic 
against class interests—of the many against the few. 

" HE WHO IS NOT WITH ME IS AGAINST ME. 
" Who can doubt, then, what is the will of God, con 

cerning His people in this matter. ' He that is not wit] 
Me,' says Christ, ' is against Me.' The thing to b 
feared most of all is the supineness and indifference o 
the reputable and Christian voters. If they will rouS' 
themselves, and consider the issues involved, if they wil 
bend solemnly before God, and ask,' Lord, what wilt Tho 
have me to do in this crisis,' I have no fear of the resull 
Indifference is the danger ahead. ' Curse ye Meroz, sait 
the Lord—because they came not up to the help of th 
Lord.' They did not fight for the enemies of the Lore 
they did not give them aid and comfort. They dl 
nothing — and therefore the curse came upon then 
God grant to the Christian citizens of London grace t 
avoid the like guilt; grace to come up to the help c 
justice, purity, sobriety, and truth, for that is coming t 
the help of the Lord; and by the quiet, but irresistibl 
force of the ballot, to strike one strong blow, agains 
the friends and the forces of evil! " 
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THE CHRISTIAN SOCIAL UNION. 
The Rev. Canon Scott Holland, of St. Paul's, as Chair¬ 

man of the London branch of the above Union, has issued 
the following circular to its members:— 

The members of this Union desire to give a serious and 
practical reality to their obligation as citizens of London; and 
they are, therefore, bound to regard the approaching election 
of the London County Council as a matter of intimate ; and 
personal concern, knowing how closely it touches the life and 
welfare of this great city, 

Our anxiety, in the choice of candidates, must naturally 
lie in disentangling, from all side issues, the main moral 
motives and social purposes which it is the duty of the 
Council to realise, and in refusing to turn the election into a 
mere field for party-skirmishing. 

We want, therefore, first of all, as a primary necessity, to 
support those candidhtes who have sufficient worth, charac¬ 
ter, and independence to secure to the Council that high re¬ 
putation for hard work and untainted incorruptibility which it 
has already won. We shall look for the men who will set 
above all merely political considerations the moral and social 
well-being of the people of London ; and who will prefer the 
interests of the whole populalim, and more especially of its 
poorest and weakest portions, to those of any separate trade, 
profession, section, or class. 

The needs and problems, which, under these considerations, 
come, at this monient immediately to the front for decision, 
are, I think, these :— 

(1.) The securing, for the use and benefit of the masses, 
wholesome and sanitary dwellings; pure and cheap water; 
open spaces ; public baths. 

(2.) The equalisation of rates, so as to bring together the 
richer and the poorer quarters within the limits of a common 
responsibility. 

(3.) The equitable distribution of the incidence of taxation 
— especially as it concerns rent. 

(4.) The power of the Council, through its control of 
licences, to further the interests of temperance; and to 
encourage all such management of theatres or halls as pro¬ 
vides for the people of London fresh, bright, and clean 
pleasures. 

(5.) The enforcement of the legal restrictions of gambling. 
(G.) The use of the influence and example of the Council 

in securing for workers fair wages and reasonable laws ; 
in protecting and rescuing children; in the repression of 
sweating. 

(7.) The admission of women into a Council which is so 
deeply concerned with the interests of vast numbers of 
women and girls engaged in every variety of employment. 

(8.) The extension of the powers and action of the Council 
in any way which will better enable it to give to this huge 
;md divided city a sense of corporate union and corporate 
responsibility. 

These and kindred questions are no mere matter for party 
squabbling, but call upon the conscience and the faith of 
Christians ; they ask, for their solution, courage, earnestness, 
compassion, and equity. They impose upon us the task of 
impressing upon others the seriousness of the responsibilities 
involved. And, because this is so, you will forgive me these 
few words of personal appeal, which may serve to remind 
you of the graver issues which are so apt to get over-laid in 
the heat and fever of an election canvass. 

SOME LABOUR QUESTIONS. 
The following programme for the coming County 

Council election has beer, drawn up to be submitted to 
all candidates by the Federation of Labour:— 

1. Trade Union rate of wages for all employes. 2. An eight hour day for all employes. 3. All holidays of employes to be paid for. 
4. One day's rest in seven. 
5. Complete freedom for the employes to combine. 
6. Abolition of overtime, except in cases of absolute 

urgency and necessity. 
7. Direct employment of labour wherever possible. 8. No tender to be accepted from any firm in those trades 

where a Union exists, unless Trades Unionists are employed, nor unless the recognised Trades Union rate of wages are 
paid, and the recognised Trades Union hours are worked. 

9. Abolition of all sub-letting of contracts. 
10. In all schemes requiring the sanction of Parliament in 

London, the insertion of a clause providing for the limita¬ 
tion of hours of employes to eight per day. 

11. The establishment out of the rates of a Trades Hall, similar to the Bourse du Travail. 
12. The establishment of works and workshops to which a 

man, when unemployed, can apply and get. work, in return 
for which he shall receive a fair remuneration. 

13. Demand that the control of the Metropolitan Police in 
London shall be vested in the County Council. 

14. Demand the acquisition of the Markets without pay¬ 
ment of compensation for any so called " personal rights " or " vested interest." 

15. The acquisition of the tramways as the exist-'ng leases 
fall in, at value of plant and a demand to Parliament for 
powers to directly work the tramways without the inteiven- 
tion of any middleman. 

1G. Powers for the acquisition of the gas works, 'buses, 
and cabs at value of plant, to be worked direct by the 
Council in the interests of the public, instead of for the 
profit of the individual employer. 

17. The control of the docks by a public trust, on which 
workers in the dock shall have a fair representation. 

18. The acquisition of the plant of existing water 
companies at valuation, and powers to establish competing 
supplies if necessary. 

19. The public control by the Council and specially elected 
Board, of all hospitals, asylums, and dispensaries, to be 
supported from the rates, where necessary, after the present 
endowments have been utilised. 

20. The establishment of a central Poor Law Board, elected 
on the " County Council" Franchise, to replace the present 
Boards of Guardians. 

21. The establishment of District Councils in connection 
with the County Council elected on the " County Council" 
Franchise to take the place of the existing vestries and 
District Boards. 

22. The absorption of the City Co-poration in the present 
County Council, and the utilisation for useful public pur¬ 
poses, of the " Peoples' money," now held by the City Livery 
Companies. 

23. The erection and maintenance by the County Council 
itself of Artisan's Dwellings and Common Lodging Houses, 
to be let at rentals sufficient only to cover expense". 

24. The more efficient cleaning and lighting of the 
streets in the working class districts. 

25. The permanent provision of music in all open spaces 
in summer, and the establishment and control by the 
Council of concert halls, to provide good music either free 
or at a nominal sum. 

26. Prevent the sale of all lands at present, or at any 
future time, possessed by the County Council. 

27. Equalisation of rates over the whole Metropolis. 
28. Taxation of land values, rating of unoccupied houses 

and vacant land, special rating of property benefited by 
public improvements, and the absorption of the unearned 
increment by a municipal dpath d uty. 
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YIL—SOME REPLIES TO LEADING QUESTIONS. 

When this election began I sent out the following 
circular to every candidate whose name and address 
could be discovered in time to make the inquiry: — 

OUR CIRCULAR. 
In view of the importance of the pending Election for 

the London County Council, I am preparing a Handbook for 
the Election, to be published at the earliest possible date, 
which will enable every elector to form an intelligent 
opinion upon the issues of the contest. 

To mike this handbook as useful and as accurate as pos¬ 
sible I need your kind assistance, which I venture to hope 
you will not refuse. 

In order that the electors should know the views of the 
Candida-es who are appealing for their suffrages may I beg 
of you to do me the favour to fill up and post to me with the 
least possible delay the enclosed return, adding any further 
information as to your programme, &c which you deem it 
desirable to send me. 

I shall also esteem it a favour if you would forward me a 
copy of your address together with any facts as to your 
administrative experience and previous career that you think 
could be useful for such a Handbook. 

I may add that the official representatives of the Pro¬ 
gressive, Moderate, and Labour Parties assure me that they 
believe such a publication would be most useful at this 
juncture. 

Relying, therefore, upon your courtesy for an early reply 
to this enquiry. 

THE QUESTIONS. 
Are jou in favour— 
1. Of the policy of the first London Council 1 
2. Of spending whatever money is really needed, even if it 

should increase the rates, to carry out the improvements 
indispensable for the welfare, health, and happiness of 
London 

3. Of dividing the incidence of local taxation more fairly 
between the permanent and temporary interests involved. 

4. Of postponing all improvements in London until Parlia¬ 
ment has altered the incidence of rating 

5. Of doing nothing for technical education until Parlia¬ 
ment empowers the Council to take over the wealth of the 
City Companies 

G. Of postponing all extension of the powers of the 
Council until the Moderates have a solid majority 

7. Of conferring upon the County Council all the powers 
and privileges of the Provincial Town Councils? 

8. Of maintaining the Labour Policy of the late Council? 
9. Of taking immediate steps to provide against the im¬ 

pending Water Famine? 
10. Of the extension of the Main Drainage System 
11. Of making vigorous use of all Statutory Powers now 

possessed by the Council for lidding London of its slums 
12. Of buying up the Tramways as opportunity offers 
13. Of continuing the present Temperance Policy of the 

Council 
14. Of maintaining effective measures recently taken by the Council to secure a decent and sober music hall 
15. Of the election of women to the County Council? 
1G Of uniting the City with London 
To these circulars I have received replies from over 100 

candidates, the others apparently not caring to answer 
the questions submitted to them. Nearly all the really 
important candidates answered in detail. The following 
are some of the more notable replies : — 

1.—THE POLICY OF THE COUNCIL. 
1. Are you in favour of the policy of the first Lond 

Council 
Answers received .98. 
Yes....65. Ko....G. 

Qualified or uncertain. .27. 
Clapfiam—Lt.-Col. Arthur Rotton : 

"Opposed to extravagance and political policy 
present Council, but approve of the administrative duti 
it has fulfilled." 

Hampstead—John S. Fletcher : " I have no room to answer this question, but I agi 
with the admirable views in Sir John Lubbock's article 
the I'b/tn'glitly for February." 

Hampstead - Henry Harben: " I am not quite sure that any definite policy has be 
propounded." 

Kensington (South)—Captain W. H. James : 
" In some points yes, in others no." 

Lewisham—W. G. Lemon : " Not in all points, especially their policy of wasti 
time in useless talk." 

Paddington (South)—Thomas George Fardell: 
" Much good work has been done by both parties ; b 

still I do not agree with the exaggerated criticism or t 
extravagant praise of the past policy. I am not prepar 
to admit that the Council has carried out its administr 
tive duties ns it ought to have done, and, therefore, 
cannot accept the policy of the past as our guide for t 
future." 

St. Pancras (South)—Robinson Edis: 
" No, as regards its political work. Yes, as regards mm 

of its committee work." 
St. Pancras (East)—Westacott, Thomas Bentley : " I am in favour of its administrative policy, ar 

generally I app-ore of what it has done, but not of ever 
thing." 

' 

Woolwich^Colonel Edwin Hughes : " No to some parts and yes to other parts." 

2.—INCREASE THE RATES. 
2. Are you in favour of spending whatever money 

really needed, even if it should increase the rates, to can 
out the improvements indispensable for the welfar 
health, and happiness of London 

Answers received.... 101. 
Yes....80. No....4. 

Qualified or uncertain. .17. 
Battersea—John Burns: 

" Yes ; and will see value is got for money." 
Battersea—James L. Minchin : 

" For health—yes ; for welfare and happiness—whatevi 
these may mean—no." 

Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.)—Charles Harrison : 
" Of spending whatever capital is really needed, even 

it should increase the rates, to carry out the improvemen 
indispensable to the welfare, health, and happiness c 
London, other than street improvements, or improvemen 
which confer special benefits on landowners." 

Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr : 
" Yes; but not, in favour of spending the money < 

overburdened occupiers. Will not consent to large publ 
improvements till taxation is readjusted." 
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Camberwell (Peckham Division)—Robert Lyon: 
t "For absolutely indispensable improvements—Yes; for 

ordinary improvements—No." 
Clapham—Fred Henderson : 

" Of course. Surely, no question of cost can stand in 
the way of a thing indispensable to public welfare." 

Finsbury (East)—John Williams Benn : 
" Until fresh sources of income are provided I 

think that any increase in the rates should be jealously 
watched." 

Clapham—J. L. Corbett: 
"Yes ; but greatly regret the loss cf the coal dues " 

Greenwich—George Lidgett: " No ; I am adverse to any higher rating of the occupiers, 
so only approve of the absolutely necessary work being 
done." 

Haggerston—Lord Monksvrell: 
" I don't understand this question. I suppose that no 

one denies that indispensable improvements mnt-t be 
effected." 

Islington (North)—A. R Chamberlayne: " Yes, certainly; but not in embarking other people's 
money in commercial undertakings." 

Islington (East)—A. M. Torrance: 
" Decidedly not. The pressure of taxation is very great. Before undertaking even "indispensable ' improvements we need a new source of income " 

Islington (East)—James Galloway Weir : 
" I should not consent to any large increase of the pre¬ sent ratepayers' burdens. I consider land values and beti c - 

ment should provide a considerable portion if not the whole 
of outlay for improvement." 

Islington (North)—John Lloyd: " Yes ; if urgently pressing or absolutely necessary to the 
public health and welfare." 

Lambeth (North)—Frank Smith: 
'• The welfare, health, and happiness of London demand 

that every other consideration must give place—nothing that is in the interests of humanity must wait for anything. The question of money must be met boldly." 
Walworth (Newington)—William Saunders: 

" Each improvement should now be considered on its 
merits. Ratepayers have been impressed as to the injustice of the present system of taxation, and can change it if 
they please. Improvements must go on-" 

Poplar—John McDougall: " Yes ; but desire some means of compelling those who 
benefit most shall pay in some such proportion." 

St. Pancras (North)—Thomas Howell Williams: " Yes ; I am of opinion that greater results are obtained 
from the expenditure of rates by the Council than by the 
expenditure of the population in any other way." 

St. Pancras (South)—Robinson Edis: 
"Yes; I consider it essential to provide for necessary 

improvements, but I am quite clear that this is not at 
present being done well or economically or in a business¬ 
like manner." 

St. Pancras (West)—Lord Carrington : 
"This question must be considered along with the sir 

incidence of taxation, and the access to all available mrni- 
cipal revenue. I should hesitate to increase burdens with¬ 
out regard to these considerations. 

St. Pancras (East)—Thomas B. Westacott: 
" Yes; there are improvements urgently needed which 

ought not to be indefinitely delayed, and which will be much 
more expensive every year they are de'ayed, notably the 
new street from Holborn to the Strand." 

Woolwich Borough—R. Jolly: 
'No; the rates have gone beyonl endurable limits. 

The incidence of taxation muss be improved. 
3.—THE TAXATION OF GROUND RENTS. 

3. Are you in favour of dividing the incidence of Local 
Taxation more fairly between the permanent and tem¬ 
porary interests involved 

Answers received.... 102. 
Yes....83. No....2. 

Qualified or uncertain. .17. 
Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.)—Charles Harrison: 

" I am the mo;t strenuous advocate of dividing the inci¬ 
dence of Local Taxation more fairly between the permanent 
and temporary interests involved, paying attention to the 
exceptional and peculiar tenure known as the 99 years" 
leasehold system prevalent in London." 

Bethnal Green (N.E.) -James F. Tor : 
"Yes. Value the land separate from the buildings or 

improvements on it. Schedule in separate columns in 
rate-book. Tax the ground specially for ordinary rates. 
In addition, levy contributions for improvements on 
betterment principles." 

Clapham—Lt.-Col. Arthur Rotton : 
" It has no power in this respect. "When Parliament gives 

such power, I. as a member of an administrative body, will 
loyally carry it out " 

Hampstead—Henry Harben : 
" I am in favour of an alteration in the incidence of 

taxation, but not retrospectively." 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : 
" Certainly, if limited to future contracts. I am not in 

favour of the spoliation of the property of widows, children, 
and industrial societies, whose funds are invested in ground- 
rents, paying them 3 per cent, or 3| per cent, for the benefit 
cf the middleman making 8j, 10, and even 15 per cent. 

Kensington (North)—John Lloyd : " ies. Owners to be charged for cost cf permanent 
improvements by separate rate not exceeding Gd. in 
the£. 

Kensington (South)—C. H. Campbell: " From my point of view nothing would be gained by 
such division. The game is really in the hands of the 
landlord. The real hardship is that local taxation is levied 
on only one class of property—no matter what the object."' 

Kensington (South)—Capt. W. H. James : 
" My answer to this entirely depends on the method of 

division." 
S. Paddington—Thomas G. Fardell: 

" I am in favour of an amendment of the law, but the 
alteration must be such an one as will bring all interests 
under taxation." 

St. Pancras (South)—Robinson Edis : 
" Wait till Parliament decides as to incidence of taxa¬ 

tion. Taxing ground-rents wi 1 increase rentals, and be 
detrimental to working-classes having interest in building 
societies." 

St. Pancras (East)—Thomas B. Westacott: 
" I telieve this to be more a matter of theory than of 

reality, as I know by experience that every tenant taking 
a house takes the rates into consideration, and if the 
burden is shifted the matter will right itself." 
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4.—THE POSTPONEMENT OP IMPROVEMENTS. 
4. Are you in favour of postponing all improvements in 

London until Parliament has altered the incidence of 
rating 

Answers received.... 101. 
Yes....53. No....29. 

Qualified or uncertain... .19. 

Cermondsey—George Joseph Cooper: " All improvements, except those affecting life, like 
Bethnal Green area, etc." 

Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.)—Charles Harrison : 
"Of postponirg street or other improvements which 

confer special benefits over and above ordinary benefits on 
ground land interests, unless such interests give up and 
return to the public a portion of those special benefits 
created by public outlay; and in the case of very costly 
street improvements not until every class of property con¬ 
tributes its fair share to the burden of rates." 

Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr: " Yes ; except those like the Blackwall Tunnel, which in 
any case, are very urgent." 

Bow and Bromley—William Wallace Bruce: " I should require a definition of the word ' Improve¬ 
ments.' The health of the people should not be allowed to 
suffer by delay." 

City of London—A F. Buxton : " No; this would be animpertinent threatto the House of 
Commons, and would be rightly treated as a mere exhibi¬ 
tion of temper." 

Deptford—Sidney Webb: " This I regard as impossible. London cannot wait, but 
whatever is not pressingly needed for London's social 
health ought to be postponed." 

Clapham—H. H. Hood Barrs : " Yes; except the improvement in housing of poor habitations." 
Finsbury (East)—John Williams Benn : 

"Yes; all lar^e improvements, such as the Thames 
Embankment, but not any moderate proposal which 
•directly affected the health or comfort of a congested district." 

Fulham—A. W. Downs : " If returned as a member, I must reserve my opinion on this question until it is discussed by the Council." 
Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: •• All but the most pressing or which are called for in the 

interest of health or safety." 
Hackney (Central)—John Lowles: " No ; every improvement scheme should be considered 

on its merits, and provision made for recoupment by secur¬ 
ing all frontages to new streets, etc." 

Islington (North)—W. C. Grigsby : " No ; I think that necessary improvements should be 
proceeded with at once, e.g., widening of Strand and the 
making of new street from Ilolborn to Strand." 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne: " The Council should carry out its legitimate duties and 
leave the Legislature to perform theirs." 

Islington (North)—J. W. Dixon : " No; I think the Council should carry out the duties 
imposed upon it by the Act, and not delay improvements for the settlement of a question upon which there is so 
much difference of opinion." 

Kensington (South)—Captain W. H. James : " Certainly not. In my opinion none outside Earlswood 
who knows how much improvement is required wou'd 
do so." 

St. Pancras (South)—Robinson Edis : " No; certainly not." 

St Pancras (West)—Lord Carrington : '• I should prefer to consider each proposed improi ment upon its merits; but in proportion to magnitude a 
absence of urgency I should answer the question in t 
affirmative." 

St. Pancras (West)—Dr. W. J. Collins : " I shou d prefer to consider each proposed improvemc- on its merits; but in proportion to the magnitude a 
absence of urgency I should answer the question in t 
affirmative." 

St. Pancras (East)—T. B. Westacott: 
"No ; I consider the Council must carry out certain i 

provements that are urgent." 
Wandsworth—W. H. Dickinson : " Yes, except when urgent." 

5.—TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 
5. Are you in favour of doing nothing for technii 

education until Parliament empowers the Council 
take over the wealth of the City Companies 

Answers received... .101. 
Yes....30. No....30. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 41. 
Battersea—John Burns : 

'Yes; but believe Parliament should at once vr 
sufficient money to place technical education on a sou 
footing." 

Bermondsey—George Joseph Cooper : " Council never wished for so foolish a thing. We asl 
that after trusts have been satisfied, the surplus shoi 
be under the control of some public elected body to devc 
to carrying out the objects the guilds were originally ins 
tuted for. We ask only that the funds should be u> 
properly; many of us object (I d> among others) to hi 
technical education added to our duties of Councillc 
Why not School Board " 

Southwark—Joseph Thornton : " Yes ; I believe these funds ought to be devoted to t 
benefit of the poor of the metropolis." 

Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.)—Charles Harrison : " Of neither imposing in London, until lhe incidence 
taxation is altered, and until an Act has been passed accordance with the spirit of the recommendation of t 
Royal Commission on the City Guilds—(«.) a rate upon 
occupiers under the Technical Education Act, nor (b) voti 
for the application of any portion of the Exchequer cc 
tribution towards technical education in preference 
applying the same as now in reduction of rate." 

Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr: " Yes ; I have always advocated this course, but it 
hard to seem indifferent to the cause of technical educ 
tion. I only want to tap the proper sources—those of t 
City Guilds. The coal dues would hinder real reforms, 
long as London relied on them." 

Bow and Bromley—William Wallace Bruce : " The housing question is at present more pressing th 
technical education " 

City of London—A. F. Buxton : " If the Council does not spend on technical educati 
the money given it for the purpose, I do not see how it c 
claim the control of more." 

Deptford—Sidney Webb : " This, too, I cannot entirely agree with. The presc 
generation of London's apprentices cannot wait until so 
Ministry or other plucks up courage to tackle the Ci 
Educate we must, get the money where we can, but 
must "go slow" and spare the ratepayers as much 
possible." 

Clapham—H. H. Hood Barrs : " Yes; unless funds otherwise provided." 
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Finsbury (East)—John Williams Benn : 
" Yes; until the recommendations of the Royal Com¬ 

mission of 1880 on City Funds are carried out." 

Finsbury (East)—John Sinclair : " No ; a beginning should be made." 
Holborn—W. H. Fenton: " No ; the latter may not be done for several years, and 

I do not think technical education should be neglected." 
Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: " I will give no pledge to this." 
Islington (North)—W. C. Grigsby : " No ; technical education has been provided for by all 

counties except London and Middlesex. If we wait for dis¬ 
establishment of City Companies we may wait indefinitely." 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : " I protest against the good work of technical education 
being postponed for any such reason." 

Islington (North)—J. W. Dixon : " No ; I am not in favour of a do nothing policy, nor am 
I in favour of appropriating the money given by the State 
for technical education for the purpose of reducing the 
rates in view of an election coming on as a popular cry." 

Islington (East)—A. M. Torrance: 
"I think something ou^ht to ba given for technical 

education from the bser and spirit duties, but I should 
urge a more equitable distribution than was proposed a 
year ago. Some pDrtion of the wealth of the City Com¬ 
panies might fairly be taken for technical education." 

Islington (East)—J. G. Weir: 
" Until funds are forthcoming from other sources than 

the occupiers of houses." 
Islington (South)—Richard Roberts : " I consider technical education of such importance that 

it cannot wait; at least, the Council should at once do 
something." 

Kensington (North)—John Lloyd : " J es; practically very little. The hand of the City 
Companies must be forced." 

Kensington (South)—C. H. Campbell: " Certainly not. And I think the last action of the 
Council in refusing all aid to technical education most 
discreditable." 

Kensington (South)—Capt. W. H. James: '• Certainly not. I don't propose to wait until Parliament 
enters on a policy of robbing." 

Lambeth (North)—Frank Smith : " There is no reason why we should not do a little of this 
good work because the grabbers of the City refuse to 
disgorge ; in-the meantime we must keep on kicking Gog 
and Magog till they drop their ill-gotten gains." 

Tower Hamlets (Mile End Div.)—Alfred John Hollington : 
"Anxious to get the monies of the City Companies for 

the purpose, but would not go so far as to say do nothing till that occurs." 
Paddington (South) —Thomas G. Fardell: " 1 am distinctly in favour of assisting the advancement 

of technical education at once, and irrespective of the 
City." 

Poplar—John McDougall: " Desire technical education, but am somewhat doubt¬ 
ful if it should be in the hands of the L.C.C." 

RDtherhithe—James F. Macnamara : " Education must go on at all costs ; but the wealth of 
the City Companies we must get, too, at any cost, and as 
soon as possible." 

•Southwark (West)—Thomas Hunter : " Of taking over the wealth—Yes; of action in the 
meantime as questions arise." 

St. Pancras (North)—Thomas H. Williams : 
" No ; but I am of opinion that the wealth of the City 

Companies ought to be applied to technical education as 
soon as possible." 

St. Pancras (South)—Robinson Edis : 
" I am strongly in favour of promoting technical 

education more than pianos in schools." 
St. Pancras (West)—Lord Carrington : 

" I believe the funds alluded to in the question would be 
the most natural source of revenue for such objects." 

St. Pancras (East)—Thomas B. Westacott: 
" I consider that the Council ought not to vote any of 

its money for technical education. I voted in favour of 
applying the money from the beer and wine duties in aid 
of the rates, and prefer that all expense for education 
should be borne by the School Board." 

St. George's-in-East and Wapping—F. J. W. Dellow: 
"The Council should in common honesty spend the 

funds received from the Government for technical educa¬ 
tion in that direction." 

Wandsworth—W. H. Dickinson : 
" No ; I do not think technical education can afford to 

wait." 
Woolwich—J. R. Jolly: 

"Technical education presses, and I cannot pledge 
myself to " do nothing" for what may prove a long 
period." 

6.—POSTPONING- PRESH POWERS. 
6. Are you in favour of postponing all extension of 

the powers of the Council until the Moderates have a 
solid majority? 

Answers received.... 104. 
Yes....3. No....75. 

Qualified or uncertain... .26. 
Battersea—John Burns : 

" No; this would mean waiting till the crack of Doom." 
Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr: 

" Certainly not; they never will have one, until the 
people of London have lost their wits." 

City—Henry Clarke : 
"Of postponing all extension of the powers of the 

Council until the duties with which it is at present charged 
can be satisfactorily compassed." 

Clapham—Lieut.-Col. Arthur Rotton : 
" Whether the Moderates have a majority or not will not 

alter the fact that the Council has already as much work 
as it can get through. When experience proves more 
power is wanted to carry out the work I would seek it— 
not otherwise." 

Falham—R. A. Germaine : 
" The powers of the Council should not be extended until 

its existing work is performed more efficiently." 
Hackney (Central)—John Lowles: " I favour extension of powers of Council, when they are 

found defective for administrative purposes, independent 
of party considerations." 

Hampstead—Henry Harben : " Until by its acts the Council has demonstrated that 
it is an administrative body I would not give it fresh 
powers. I can only look upon the Council as a non- 
political body." 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne: " I think the Council should first properly discharge the 
duties they have. Then if they have time and abilities 
they may ask for larger powers and duties as they think 
fit." 
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Walworth (Newington)—William Saunders : 
" The object of the Moderates appears to be to advance 

private interests at the public expense. Thus to benefit 
capitalists they object to the community inheriting the 
tramways, object to adjusting under assessments, or taxing 
ground values. They urge the buying of land with public 
money, especially the buying of slums, so as to add to the 
enormous wealth of landlords. Heaven help us if they 
obtain a majority!" 

Paddington (South)—T. G. Fardell : 
"The " extension of powers " is a question for the Govern¬ 

ment and for Parliament, and has nothing to do with parties 
in the Council." 

Pancras (East)—ThomasB. Westacott: 
" No ; as I think the Council ought to have many of its 

powers extended, notably the powers to deal with water and 
gas." 

7.—INCREASING THE POWERS OP THE COUNCIL. 
7. Are you in favour of conferring upon the Count 

Council all the powers and privileges of the provincial 
Town CouncilsP 

Answers received 102. 
Yes 77. No 10. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 15. 
Bel final Green (S.W. Div )—Charles Harrison : 

" Of conferring upon the County Council all the powers 
and privileges of other municipalities, and particularly of 
the power to place capital, as remunerative capital, in 
such undertakings as water, docks, gas, markets, tramways, 
cemeteries, as all other large municipalities have been 
authorised and encouraged by Parliament to do. (See 
Burdett's Official Intelligence Tables as to this point.)" 

Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr : 
" Certainly ; why not? Are we not citizens of no mean 

City?" 
City of London—A. F. Buxton : 

" The privilege of provincial towns have nothing to do 
with London." 

Deptford— Sidney Webb: 
" Yes; subject to any devolution upon District Councils.' 

Clapham—Lieut. Col. Arthur Rotton : 
''The L.C.C. is totally different from Provincial Councils. 

I would not, therefore, attempt to make them similar under 
dissimilar circumstances." 

Hackney (Central)—John Lowles : " The L.C.C. has already a great deal more power in some 
matters." 

Kensington (South)—C. H. Campbell: " As a general answer—Yes ; but I would strongly except 
police. The Council under its present constitution and 
the circumstances of London is to my mind quite unfitted 
for police administration." 

Kensington (South) — Capt. W. H. James : " This question is, I venture to think, ignorantly put. 
Many provincial Town Councils have special powers un¬ 
suitable to London, e.g., Eastbourne." 

Lewisham—A. G. Lemon: " This is a matter for Parliament, not the Council. To 
my mind the Council has now more to do than it can get 
through properly." 

Paddington (South)—Thomas G. Fardell: " Yes, so far as they can be especially applied to London ; but some cannot be—e.g., the control of the police." 
St. Pancras (East)—Thomas B. Westacott: " I think in many other ways they ought to have more 

power, and that they should be the authority for dealing with Hackney carriages and such things." 

S.—LABOUR. 
8. Are you in favour of maintaining the Labour Polii 

of the late Council 
Answers received... 101. 
Yes....88. No....3. 
Qualified or uncertain. .10. 

Bethnal Green (N E )—James F. Torr : " Yes ; and also of extending it." 
Fulham—R. A. Germaine : 

"It needs amendment, so as to secure employment British labour only, whenever possible." 
Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : " I am in favour of the working clashes managing the 

own affairs without the meddling interference of ai 
County Council." 

Islington (North) —J. W. Dixon : 
"No; I do not believe in being managed, and sue 

interference only creates unpleasant feelings on bo 
sides." 

Kensington (South)—W. H. James : " What was it No definite policy was ever formulat 
and acted on consistently." 

Paddington (South) -Thomas G. Fardell: '• I am entirely in favour of fair and generous treatme: 
of our workmen. I would refuse to employ any ' sweate 
but I object to the Council interfering in trade disputes.' 

St. Pancras (South)—Robinson EdU : " Yes ; so far as regards fair wage for fair work, but n 
of doing away with the contracts.' 

9.—WATER. 
9. Are you in favour of taking immediate steps to pre 

vide against the impending Water Famine 
Answers received. 104. 
Yes....80. No....—. 

Qualified or uncertain 24. 
Bethnal Green (S W. Div.)—Charles Harrison : •' Of taking imm'diat-i steps to provide and acquire ne 

sources of supply of water as one of the municipal emplo ments of capital." 
Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr : 

"Yes." 
City—Henry Clarke: " This is nonsense. Am strongly in favour of the wati 

supply transformed from companies to a public body." 
Hackney (South)—C. B. Holmes: " Yes ; on the plan of Sir Thomas Farrer." 
Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : " I am in favour of the water supply of London being i the hands of the Municipality." 
Kensington (South)—W. H. James : " No water famine is impending, but additional source 

are required in the future." 
Lambeth (N. Div.)—Lieut.-Col. Charles Ford : " Yes ; but I would not tap the Thames at all." 
Paddington (South)—Thomas G. Fardell: " The settlement of the water supply is most urgent." 

10.—MAIN DRAINAGE. 
10. Are you in favour of the extension of the Mai 

Drainage System 
Answers received. .101. 
Yes....83. No....2. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 19. 
Bermondsey—George Joseph Cooper: " The M.B.W. initiated a costly scheme of sewage pr< 

cipitation which has not fully come into operation, an 
cannot till the end of this summer. We ought to wait unt 
we see what effect this has on the river before initiatin 
further heavy expenditure." 
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Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.)—Charles Harrison: " Yes; by an automatic system somewhat on the principle 
by which new States came into the American Constitution, 
providing and laying down by statute some self-adjusting 
system, enabling outside districts to come into the Metro¬ 
politan system on payment of certain sums for the benefits 
conferred in carrying off their sewage. At present 
Willesden and other districts contribute nothing for using 
the Metropolitan system." 

Bethnal Green (N E.)-James F. Torr : " It must be done at whatever cost, but it is a perma¬ 
nent improvemen'; of landlord's property." 

Finsbury (East)- John Williams Benn : " Yes ; but what Main Drainage System do you mean 
I have not much confidence in the present system, and 
think that the whole of the sewerage should be taken 
direct out to sea v. ithout treatment." 

Greenwich—George Lidgett: " No ; I hope for a better system, which may secure to 
the River Thames a return to its former purity." 

Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: 
"I believe this to be necessary, but will be guided by 

the report of the New Main Drainage Committee." 
Kensington (South)—Capt. W. H.James: 

"Certainly. This is one of the most pressing needs of 
London. Unfortunately but little understood except by 
those who have studied the question." 

Poplar-J McDougall: " This is a large matter ; the present S3 stem should be 
fully completed, but I am of opinion the sewage may have 
to be taken out to sea." 

Paddington (South)—Thomas G. Fardell: 
"Yes; if recommended by competent engineers." 

St. Pancras (South)—John Hutton : '• In spi e of cost, it must be extended to the sea." 
Woolwich—Colonel Edwin Hughes : 

" Yes ; so far as requisite to purify river." 
11.—HOUSING THE POOR. 

11. Are you in favour of making vigorous use of all 
statutory powers now possessed by the Council for ridding 
London of its slums 

Answers received.... 104. 
Yes....91. N0....I. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 12. 
Battersea—James L. Minchen : 

"Yes; in the right way, by making slum landlords do 
their duty." 

Bethnal Green (N. E.)—James F. Torr : 
" Yes ; slums are a danger to the whole community as 

well as a disgrace to humanity. But the cost of removal 
now falls on the wrong shoulders." 

Clapham-T. L. Corbett: " Would compel landlords to put in proper repair— 
would not build." 

Deptford—Sidney Webb : " Yes ; but further powers are needed and further funds." 
Fulham—R. A. Germaine : " Certainly. The present majority have been most 

remiss in this respect." 
Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: " Certainly, as far as regards closing orders, and making 

the landlords do their duty." 
Hampstead—J S Fletcher : 

"This would involve wholesale evictions, and great 
cruelty towards dwellers in slums." 

Hampstead—Henry Harben : " This is a very wicle question, and requires the greater 
discussion and judgment in dealing with it." 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : " Most certainly, but not in favour of buying up 
unsanitary property at the expense of the ratepayers." 

Islington (North)—J. W. Dixon: 
"Yes, by all means ; but not in favour of the policy of 

giving owoers a premium to let their property get into 
unsanitary condition, and then buying it up." 

Lambeth (North)—Frank Smith : " Yes; but not in the direction of compensating slum 
landlords. Buy out the slum landlords and you will manu¬ 
facture slums ; fine and punish them, and compel all those 
who refuse to keep their property in sanitary condition to 
give it up to municipal authority." 

Limehouse—A. L. Leon: " Yes; I have particular'y applied myself to this. The 
law must be altered so that owners of slums should 
bear the loss on unsanitary schemes instead of the 
ratepayers. A ground landlord lets his land on a 
building lease, say for eighty years, but if houses are 
erected that will only last sixty years and then become 
insanitary, the ratepayers under the present Housing Act 
acquire the property at a loss. The law wants altering so 
that the ground landlord should be made to purchase his 
lessee's interest if the property is condemned, as it was 
the duty of the ground landlord to see that no building 
was erected that would not Ust the full time of the lease. 
Such an alteration would mate landlords much more vigi¬ 
lant and be much more interested in seeing that their pro¬ 
perty was properly maintained." 

Walworth - John Marsland : 
" Yes; if it would not press too heavily on the ratepayers 

and make the fortunes of the ground landlords." 

Walworth (Ne wing ton)—William Saunders: 
" The only way to clear slums is to exact sanitary con¬ 

ditions from landowners; buy slums, and they will be 
created as fast as you buy them." 

St Pancras (South)—John Hutton: 
" If by this is meant making slum landlords do the work 

required of him by law." 
12.—TRAMS. 

12. Are you in favour of buying up the Tramways as 

opportunity offers 
Answers received... .104. 
Yes 82. No 12. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 10. 

Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.) -Charles Harrison : 
" Of not refusing to exercise the statutory powers con¬ 

ferred during the last twenty-one years, of buying up each 
section of the tramways as opportunity offers, with a view 
to the acquisition of the entire system as a municipal 
remunerative undertaking." 

Bethnal Green (N.E )—James F. Torr: 
_i_" Yes ; they will more than recoup the cost," 

Bow and Bromley—Benjamin Cooper : 
" Yes ; and working them." 

City— Henry Clarke: 
" Yes ; it could be done without undertaking their work¬ 

ing, but the Progressionists will not consent to this." 

Fulham—R. A. Germaine: 
" Yes ; so soon as it can economically be carried out to 

the advantage of the public, and to the profit of the rate¬ 

payers." 
Hackney (Notth)-C. R. W. Off en : 

" Yes ; and working them." 

Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: 
•' That depends on the prospects." 
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Hackney (Central)—John Lowles : 
" Only as far as the roads themselves are concerned ; not 

plant." 
Hampstead—J. S. Fletcher: 

" Yes ; but not working them." 
Hoxton Division—Henry Ward: 

" Probably; but all depends on the result of the first 
experiment. 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne: 
"No; I object to the County Council of London being 

turned into a commercial undertaking." 
Kensington (Soutb) —C. H. Campbell: " No ; except where a tramway is badly managed. The 

Council has already quite enough in hand." 
Lewisham—G. A. Harvey: " Yes ; if good property." 
Lewisham—W. G. Lemon: 

" Yes ; and re-letting them at an advantage." 
Newington (West)—Albert Bassett Hopkins: " Certainly. No question stands more imminent. If 

the Boulnois-Fardell-Rotton party are returned, how can 
we hope for ninety-two ^ otes on the North Metropolitan 
Lines (19J miles) which are purchaseable this year " 

Paddington (South)—Thomas G. Fardell: 
" No; but I would take advantage of the purchasing 

clauses to force the companies to give cheap tickets at 
uniform rates of Id. over the different systems ̂during the 
whole time the trams run daily." 

St. Pancras (West)—Dr. W. J. Collins: 
" Yes; if the experiment about to be made be suc¬ 

cessful." 
St. Pancras (East) -T. B. Westacott: " Y'es ; I was one of the sub-committee that advised 

the Council to purchase." 
Woolwich—Colonel Edwin Hughes : " Yes ; if fiist experiment proves satisfactory." 

13.—TEMPERANCE. 
13. Are you in favour of continuing the present 

Temperance Policy of the Council 
Answers received.... 103. 
Yes....88. No....—. 

Qualified or uncertain... .15. 
Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr: " Yes ; we have done a good deal, and hope to do much 

more if the public will support us." 
City—Henry Clarke : " So far as it can be done in a practical way." 
Holborn—A. Hoare : " Not unless it can be done more effectively." 
Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: " Yes ; in the main." 
Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne: " I will do anything to further temperance so long as it 

does not inflict gross injustice upon a section of the 
community." 

Kennington—Richard Grosvenor and W. Stockbridge: "Yes ; if the ratepayers have no objection to the heavy 
pecuniary loss which tbis policy involves." 

Kensington (South)—Captain W. H. James: " Speaking generally, yes." 
Paddington (South)—Thomas G. Fardell: " Yes; provided it is pursued wirh due regard to common 

sense, and limited to matters over which Council has 
control." 

St. Pancras (East)—T. B. Westacott: " I es ; being an abstainer for rccc than thirty years.' 

14.—MUSIC-HALLS. 
14. Are you in favour of maintaining effective measur 

recently taken by the Council to secure a decent ai 
sober Music-hall 

Answers received,.. .lO1. 
Yes....81. No'....—. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 22. 
Battersea—John Burns : 

" Yes; but against a fussy censorship." 
Battersea—James L. Minchin : 

" I approve the object, but totally disapprove of metho 
adopted." 

Bermondsey —George Joseph Cooper : 
" Provided that each case is judged on its merits ai 

dispassionately, and that members do not act as judgi 
counsel, witnesses, and jury at the same time. I think t 
halls are much better, and find people express themselv 
as quite satisfied and pleased with the change." 

Bethnal Green (N. E.)—James F. Torr : 
" My votes and speeches are the best answers. Fun 

innocent, filth is not. In the interest of decent Music-ha 
competition by obscenity is clearly inadmissible as a matt 
of public policy." 

City—Henry Clarke : 
" Am very desirous of improving those places of amus 

ment, but not fanatically." 
Fulham—R. A. Germaine: 

" I am in favour of decency and sobriety everywhere, b 
opposed to the pruriency of mawkish Chadbands ai 
Stigginses." 

Haggerston—Lord Monkswell: 
"Every case may be judged of on its merits. I am n 

prepared to outstrip public opinion in this matter." 
Hampstead—Henry Harben : 

" I extremely disapprove of any drastic measures beir 
taken for this purpose, but I should adopt a system 1 
means of which all the music halls shall be gradual 
improved." 

Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : 
"I will aid in any efforts to secure the proper and decei 

conduct of places of amusement." 
Islington (West;—G. H. Radford : 

" I cannot answer this question without further detaih 
information, and I reserve my decision. I distrust a 
licenses, whether of the press or the stage. The powers 
license seems of itself to impair the judgment of tl 
licenses. I doubt whether the housing powers of tl 
Council have been wisely used." 

Kensington (South)—Capt. W. H James : 
" Yes ; but at the tame time care must be taken not 

destroy the proper places of amusement of people amor 
whom the ethical standard is not that of the more cult 
vated classes. The standard will, of coarse, advance 
education spreads." 

Lewisham—W. G. Lemon: 
" Yes ; subject to making them reasonably attractive 

sober and pure minded persons." 
Limehouse—A. L. Leon: 

" Yes; no public place of entertainment should 1 
licensed to which anyone could be ashamed of taking h 
wife or daughters. London needs amusements. A 
increase would be beneficial." 

Walworth (Newington)—William Saunders : 
" This has been well and judiciously done, thanks to'tl 

action of the Council, which concjlcd the mistakes oftli 
emmittee." 
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Some Replies to Leading Questions. 7i 

Paddington (South)—Thomas G. Fardell: 
c "I believe it is the earnest desire of the proprietors of 
t places of entertainment to secure decency and sobriety in 

these establishments, and in doing so they will have my 
cordial assistance. But no punitive powers should be 
exercised unless the charges brought forward are sub¬ 
stantiated by strict legal evidence." 

St. Pancras (South)—John Hutton: 
"I should like the coming inspectors to be sent 

openly." 
St. Pancras (East)—Nathan Robinson: " Yes; but consider the Council were somewhat harsh at 

its first licensing sessions." 

15.—WOMEN. 
15. Are you in favour of the Election of Women to 

the County Council 
Answers received.... 103. 
Yes....76. No....13. 

Qualified or uncertain.... 14. 
Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr : " Most strongly. The public is entitled to the services 

of all, irrespective of sex." 
Hampstead—Henry Harben: " Women ought to sit and vote on many important com¬ 

mittees, but whether they should meet and speak in the 
County Hall is a question upon which I have not made up 
my mind." 

Islington (North)—J. W. Dixon : " No. Ladies generally take but very little interest in 
these matters." 

Lambeth (North)—Frank Smith : " Women have to share the burdens of life, and the 
responsibilities ; they ought to fully share the privileges." 

Woolwich—J. R. Jolly : " I fail to see that there is useful work for women on the 
County Council. I support their election as guardians of 
the Poor and to the School Board." 

16.—THE CITY. 
16. Are you in favour of uniting the City with 

London P 
Answers received.... 101. 
Yes 80. No 9. 

Qualified or uncertain... .12. 
Bethnal Green (S.W. Div.)—Charles Harrison : " Of abolishing the privileges of parishes in the City of 

London under the C. G. Act of 1888, the exemption of 
2Jd. in the £ of the county rate, of the corporation pri¬ 
vileges to markets, of all exceptional rights interfering 
with the unity of London in the Corporation." 

Bethnal Green (N.E.)—James F. Torr : " One London ; one government." 
Fulham Road—R. A. Germaine: " Yes ; if terms of union can be agreed upon between the 

two bodies." 
Hackney (Central)—John Lawles : " I am certainly in favour of the principle, but should 

reserve my final judgment until I saw the scheme in 
detail." 

Hampstead—Henry Harben : " The matter is not yet ripe for this." 
Islington (North)—A. R. Chamberlayne : " If it can be done on fair and equitable basis and by 

mutual agreement." 
Islington (East)—A. M. Torrance : " In the interest of both City and Council and for 

general good this is advisable." 
Kensington (South)—C. H. Campbell: 

"Yes ; but I don't think the matter is an urgent one." 
St. Pancras (East)—T. B. Westacolt: " Yes ; as I consider there ought only to be one central 

authority for the whole of London. There is one point you 
do not name, and that is the removal of Gates and Bars, 
which I am very much in favour of, having commenced the 
agitation some eighteen years since. I think we should 
make the streets in time free to all without delay." 
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YIII.-A MUNICIPAL TICKET. 
The following "Ticket" does not claim to be an exhaustive or scientifically precise analysis of the list c 

candidates But it is an honest attempt to indicate those candidates who, either from their previous services t 
London, their high standing, their i epresentattve position, or their eminent capacity and trustworthiness, ought not t 
be precluded from taking part in the responsible government of Londcn In some cases, when the claims of candidate 
are about evenly balanced, they are bracketted equal, indicating that municipal considerations being equal, they cai 
be voted for on personal or political, grounds 
Battersea 

Bethnal Creen, S W 

Bethnal Green, N E. 

Bermondsey 

Bow and Bromley 

Brixton 

Camberwell, N. 

Chelsea 

City 

Clapham 

Deptford 

Dulwieh 

Finsbury, Central 
Finsbury, East 

Fulham 

Greenwich 

Haekney, North 

Haekney, South 

Haekney, Central 

Haggerston 

Hampstead 

Hammersmith 
Holborn 

Hoxton 

Islington, North 

Islington, East 

Islington, South 
Islington, West 

Kenmngton 

Kensington, N. 

Kensington 
Lambeth, North 

Lewisham 

Limehouse 

Marylebone, East 

Marylebone, West 
Mile End 

Norwood 
Newington, Walworth 

Newington, West 

Paddmgton, North 

Paddington South 

Peekham 

John Burns, Labour. 
James Tims, Labour 
Char es Harrison, P. 
James Branch, P. 
James F Torr, P. * Charles Freak, Labour. 
Dr. Cooper, P. 
J. Thornton, P. 

"W. W. Bruce, P. 
''B Cooper, Labour. 
Dr. Harris P 
Aid. S. S. Taylor, P. 
R Strong, P. 
J. T. Sears, P. 
B. F. C Costelloe, P. 
.ffineas Smith, P. 

*Duke of Norfolk, M. 
H. Clarke, M 
B. L Cohen, M. 
J. G. Rhodes, P. 
T. L. Corbett, M. 

/Col Rotton, M. 
1W Hood Barrs, P 
^Sydney Webb, P. 
^Henry Keylock, Labour. 
H. J. Powell, M. 

*Joseph Davis, P. 
Hon. Ashley Ponsonby, P. 
Lord Rosebery, P 
J W Benn,P 

*E Cornwall P 
*Gen F Downes, P 
G Lidgett P 
R S Jackson, P 

*C R W Offen, P 
f * John MeCall P 
1 Dr. Forman, ffl. 

G B Holmes P 
*Capt J Bannerman P 
*E H Piekersgill MP P 
*J Lowles, M 
Lord Monkswell P 
J Orsman, P 
J S Fletcher, M 
H Harben M 
A Arter, M 
A. Hoare, Lib Un onist. 

f F. W. Speaight, Intlpnd. 
1 W. H. Fenton, P. 

Nathan Moss, P. 
H. Ward, P. 
W. C. Parkinson, P. 
Dr. Grigsby, P. 
A. M. Torranee, P. 

*J. Galloway Weir, P. 
*W. Thornthwaite, M. 
R. Roberts, Lib.-Unionist. 

*W. Goodman, P. 
[*James May.Indepencent. 
i/G H. Radford, P, 

* Indicates the Candidate was not a Member of the late Council 

Hon. R. Grosvenor, P. 
W. Stockbridge, P. 
J. Lloyd, P. 

*F. C. Baum, Labour. 
C. H. Campbell, M. 

'Col Ford, P, 
*Frank Smitn, P. 
W.G. Lemon, Lib -Unionist 

"G. A. Harvey, P. 
A. Leon, P. 
W Pearce, P. 
E Boulnois, M P M 
Horace Farquhar M 

Poplar 

Rotherhithe 

Southwark, West 

St. George's, East 

St George's 
Square 

St Paneras, South 

St Paneras, East 

St. Paneras, West 

St. Paneras, North 

Stepney 

Strand 
Wandsworth 

Whiteehapel 

Westminster 
Wjolwieh 

F N Charrington P 
A J Hollington P 
W B Doubleday, P 
J. Marsland, P. 
W Saunders, P 
Dr G Bott, P 
A Bassett Hopkins P 

"Rev J M Cox P 
*W Urquhart, M 
*H P Harris, M 
T G Fardell, M 
Sir G D Harris M 
E Jones P 
R Lyon P 
J MeDougall P 

*W Crooks Labour 
P M Bullivant, M 
L Stevens P 

*Dr Maenamara, P 
*Thomas Hunter, P 
"Edne Bayley, P 
P M Martineau, P 

f *A Mercer, Labour 
1 *F. J Dellow, M. 

Hanover W Antrobus, M. 
Hov/ard Vincent, M.P M. 
J Hutton, P 

^Capt Sheffield, P 
Col Edis, M. 
N Robinson, P. 
W Westaeott, M. 

"Lord Carrington, P 
*Dr W J Collins, P. 

T Howell Williams, P. 
W. T Wetenhall, M 
W T. Steadman. Labour. 
W B Yates, P 

W. H. Dickinson, P. 
G. B. Longstaff, M. 
C Tarlmg, P 
Thomas Catmur, P 
Earl of Ilehester, M. 
J R Jolly, P 
Col. Hughes, M. 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


IX.-THE CANDIDATES AND THE CONSTITUENCIES. 

ABBREVIATIONS. 
M Moderate ; P.. Progressive; V., Vestry : G, Guardian ; Chw.. Churcrn\atden; L.C.C., London County Councillor; M.B.W. 

Metropol tin Board of Wnik- ; JM.P., Member of'ParliamHi.t: B.W., Dist-ict Board of Works ; J.P., Justice of Peace; Ohm., Chairman. 
Commictees OF CouNTi: ou^ciL.r-1, Asylums: 2, Biidgei; 3. Building Act; 4, Corp>iate Property; 5, Fmauce; 6, Fire Brigade; 7, 

General Purposes ; P. Highways: il, H usini* Working Clabs 10 Imp^ovi merit.; 11, Indus rial Sehoi is ; 12, Local Government and Taxation; 13, 
Main Drainage; 1', Offices; ] 5, Put ks and Open Spaces ; 16, Parliamentary; 17. Sanit ry and Special Purposes; 18, Thtatres and Music Hails; 
19, Transfer for Justices ; 20, Wat. r atid M*ike s; 21, Co <t, ac-s ; 2i, Beer and Spirit Duties ; 23, County Kate. 

Assw£BS to Questions. For n muers tee " Some Answ, rs to Leading Question*." 

BATTEKSEA. 
Pop 73,181. Electors, 11,302. 

Parliamentary Election. 
188.-). 1S8G. 

Morgan—L 4,259 Morgan—L 
Cooke—C 3,547 Willis-C 

Majority—L 712 

3,(5S3 
3,497 

ISO 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
John Burns—P 3 071 A. Cameron-P 2,279 
James Tims—P 2,307 R. A. Valpy—R 1,5G4 

G Harrison—I 188 
W. Davies—(V) 54 

JOHN BURNS, P., 108, Lavender Hill, Battersea. 
Age 33. 

Previous Public Services—L.O.C., Corns. (2, 13,16,21, 
and 24). Attendances—P. 438, A. 289. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7,8,10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No—6. 

Mr. John Burns is the member for Battersea, 
but is still more the representative of Labour. 
He has made more mark in the last Council than any 
man but Lord Rosebery and Mr. Dickinson. Has been 
in gaol, and hopes to be in Parliament, but will probably 
culminate as Lord Mayor of London. See sketch, 
historical and prophetic, in section "Some Municipal 
Statesmen." Has made 600 attendances in three years. 
Would have made more had he not been engaged in 
managing some thirty or forty strikes. He possesses all 
the virtues and all the defects of a workman, who, 
from his earliest days, has fought the battle of 
his class against overwhelming odds. He is, how¬ 
ever, very free from class bitterness, and has 
nothing of the morbid suspicion which so often 
characterises men in his position. On the Council he 
was often in counsel with Lord Rosebery. The 
Peer and the Socialist have one thing in common, viz 
a great passion for the municipality of London. His 
salary, paid more or less irregularly by the pence of 
Woolwich workmen, sometimes gave way in the first 
year of his Councillorship, with results that threatened to 
make his first Councillorship his last. But lately the 
pence have come in more punctually, and this, together 
with an occasional suit of clothes from Madame 
Tussaud's, has enabled him to cut a very respectable 
figure. Never was there a better investment for Labour 
than the weekly subscriptions which enabled Burns to 
defend the just claims of the workers in the Council. 
Every penny lie received has brought back a hundred 
pounds at a moderate computation. He is a member of 
half-a-dozen committees, and promiscuously wanders round 
all the other committees when he has a few minutes' spare 
time, just to see how things are going on. He is a kind 
of general referee for labour disputes all over the king¬ 
dom, and postage stamps alone cost him nearly a pound 

a week, an expenditure not exactly reckoned for when 
the scale of his salary was fixed. He is one of the half 
dozen members who have devoted the whole of their 
time to the Council. He is an effective speaker, but 
never speaks unless he finds it absolutely necessary to 
carry his point. He has had much fighting in com¬ 
mittee rooms against the advocates of the old political 
economy which considers the chief end of man is buying 
in the cheapest market and selling in the dearest. He is 
a teetotaler and an anti-tobacconist, but not a 
McDougallite, and when he is Lord Mayor will probably 
surprise London by the magnificence of his civic fetes. 

JAMES TIMS, P., 6, Queen Anne Terrace, age 40. 
Previous Public Services—V. (Battersea); G. (Wands¬ 

worth) ; L.C.C., Corns. (10 and 15). Attendances—P. 358 
A. 254. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 

Mr. Tims was famous before his election to the 
County Council as being the organiser of the greatest 
popular demonstrations held by London Radicals. But 
if he be the cause of Radical eloquence he is himself one 
of the most silent of men. He attends constantly, giving 
a silent vote so as not to obstruct public business by un¬ 
necessary words. His tall, spare figure is one that every 
one notices in the Council chamber. He has been printer's 
devil in his time, but his latest experience of business 
was when he was manager in a hat shop in 
Bond Street. For some time past he has devoted 
all his time to pub' c work. He has done good service 
on his local vestry, and is a Guardian of the Poor for 
Wandsworth and Clapham. A steady-going public 
man, he is the very antithesis of the popular 
conception of the Radical wirepuller, but he pulls the 
wires ah the same. He took a leading part in Trafalgar 
Square. In his address he lays chief stress on the 
necessity for laying a special tax on the owners of land 
values. He calculates that for every £1 paid in taxes by 
the occupier, the landowner only pays lOd. 

JAMES INNE3 MINCHIN, M., 8, Westbourne Park, 
W. Age 66. Retired Madras Civil Service. _ 

Previous Public Services—M. Legis. Council India. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—3, 4, 6, 10, 11. 
No—1, 5, 7, 8, 12, 15, 16. 
Qualified—2, 13, 14. 

Mr. Minchin, who runs together with Mr. White¬ 
head, is, according to the Tory organ, a nominee 
of the Council of the Battersea Conservative 
Association. His name, adds this journal, with a cruel 
candour, and that of his colleague, are totally unknown 
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74 The County Council Election. 

in the parish and out of it. "As the election is to be 
fought upon purely political lines, as far as the Conser¬ 
vatives are concerned, this may make no difference." 
Mr. Minchin has served twenty-five years in the Madras 
Covenanted Service. He tells the electors that he has 
had the sole charge of territories exceeding in extent the 
county of Yorkshire and the Principality of Wales, and 
that he has been Resident at Travancore. Therefore, he 
is eminently qualified to represent Battersea on the 
County Council. 

Mr. Whitehead, M., has not sent any reply to our ques¬ 
tions. He desires, however, to emancipate Battersea from 
the tyranny of John Burns. If he is returned he says he 
will not require a salary, but as no one proposes to give 
him one this is superfluous virtue on his part. He thinks 
that the Licensing Committee has done more harm to the 
morals of London than all the music halls in the place, 
from which it will be seen that Mr. Whitehead's ideas are 
somewhat peculiar. 

Mr. Howakth Barnes, LP., is supported by every Non¬ 
conformist Minister in Battersea. His candidature is 
directed solely against Mr. Tims, and it marks the only 
split that exists at this election between the Labour party and the Nonconformist vote. The causes for this 
opposition are best known in Battersea. As Mr. Barnes' 
programme is practically identical with Mr. Tims, it would 
seem that the opposition must be due to personal 
questions of conduct lying outside the municipal sphere. 

BETBNAL GREEN—NORTH-EAST. 
Pop., 60,203. Electors, 7,465. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Howell—L 3,095 Howell—L 2,278 
Mayne—C 1,844 Stonebam— C 1,906 

Majority-L 1,251 L 372 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J. F. Torr—P 1,740 Theodore Lumley—M 1,456 Walter Wren—P 1,709 W. Wright—I 718 

J. Bishop—LU 481 
J. Milbourne—P 401 

CHARLES FREAK, L., 139, Mansfield Street, 
Haggerston. Age 44. Shoemaker. 

Previous Public Services—Pres. Metrop. Branch of the 
Nat. Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16. 
Qualified or unanswered—1, 6, 10, 13, 14, 15. 

Mr. Freak is the labour candidate who is running with 
Mr. Torr. He is a shoemaker by trade, and as President 
of the Metropolitan Branch of the Boot and Shoe Opera¬ tives' Trades Union, appeals especially for the trade 
unionists' support. He has not made up his mind yet as 
to whether or not women should sit on the County 
Council, and he has an open mind on the temperance 
question and the music-halls. The temperance people are 
supporting him, so it is to be presumed that they know 
what they are about. 

JAMES P. TORR, P., 46, Addison Road, Kensington, Barrister. 
Previous Public Services.—V. (Kensington, 12 years); Hon. Sec. London Municipal Reform League; Hon. Treas. 

Com. Taxation Ground Rents ; Hon. Sec. Lunacy Law 

Reform Assoc. ; L.C.&, Corns. (1, 16, and 18), Att« 
dances—P. 340, A. 216. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 

Mr. Torr is a barrister, upon whom has descended ti 
mantle of the late Mr. Firth. He is a thorough-goii 
party man, who is so convinced that he is right that 
is apt to believe anyone who is opposed to him must ha 
lost his wits. Most of his opinions on the questions issue will be found under those headings. 

Mr. T. W. Francis is one of the Moderate candidat 
who has a policy of his own. That policy is a renewal 
the coal and wine duties. This, he thinks, is one way 
giving proof of his anxiety to have more practical m 
and fewer theorists on the Council. 

Mr. Moore is a barrister and a Moderate. 

BETHNAL GREEN—SOUTH-WEST. 
Pop., 66,758. Electors, 7,C33. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Pickersgill—L 3,088 Pickersgill—L 
Aylmer—C 2,200 Aylmer— C 

L... 

2,5 
20 

Majority—L 888 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J. Branch—P 2,406 T. W. Francis—M... 9 
C. Harrison-P 2,366 A. Ewin (M B.W.) 

—M 8 
I. C. Walton—I 6 

CHARLES HARRISON, P., 29, Lennox Gardens, S.A 
Age 56. Solicitor. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (5, 7,12, 16, 2 
23, and 24); L.P.C. Holboin, 1885 ; M. Council Taxath 
Ground Values. Attendances—P. 447, A. 311. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1,2,3, 4,5, 7, 8, 9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No—6. 

Mr. Harrison is one of the half dozen ablest men on tl 
County Council, and as Chairman of the Parliamenta 
Committee has had to do most of the legislative fightin 
He is a man of war who has been in the thick of ti 
fight in every movement against the monopolists ai 
those private interests which are opposed to the commc 
weal. Not content with fighting with principalities ai 
powers in high places, he has come across some of his ov 
friends, and his last exploit was to precipitate the resi 
nation of Lord Lingen on account of a difference 
opinion as to the best method of paying off del 
His name is indissolubly associated with the bettermei 
principle, the abolition of the coal dues, the tax on grour 
rents, and the abolition of gates and bars. The pi 
judice against the lawyers on the Council is natural, bi 
no more efficient man-at-arms can be desired than th 
shifty, adroit, encyclopasdic-headed London solicitor, wl 
remembers everybody, forgets nothing, and seems 
incapable of fatigue as if he were made of Bessemer stee 
John Burns on one occasion declared it required anoth 
Stanley to discover where Mr. Harrison either eat < 
slept. His voice is not that of the nightingale, and 1 
uses it so often that even if it were the nightingale's 
would pall upon its hearers. 
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The Candidates and the Constituencies. 75 

JAMBS BRANCH, P., 203, Amhurst Road, Hackney, 
B. Age 47. Boot Manufacturer. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (1, 9, and 15). 
Attendances—P. 316, A. 161. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3,4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
No—6. 

Mr. James Branch is a steady-going East End 
boot manufacturer, full of sympathy with all demo¬ 
cratic ideals, who has filled in his paper in the 
affirmative without any qualifying phrases, answer¬ 
ing "Yes" to every question except the sixth, for he 
would not postpone the extension of the power 
of the Council until the Moderates have a solid 
majority. He is strongly in favour of co-opera¬ 
tion, and as strongly supports the policy of the Council. 
As Mr. Branch was foreman of the jury which tried 
me at the Old Bailey, I can testify personally to the 
patience with which he can listen to long speeches, and 
to the scrupulous fairness with which he weighs evidence. 
Mr. Branch is one of those men whose enthusiasm for 
humanity has led him to the County Council and keeps 
him there. 

Mr. Philip Rutland, solicitor, of Chancery Lane, has 
at the last moment been brought forward as Moderate 
candidate. 

1885. 
Howard—C 
Collins—L 

Majority—C 

CAMBERWELL—DULWICH. 
Pop., 61,676. Electors, 10,199. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1886. 

4,40?> 
2,712 

1,694 

Howard—C Unopposed 

Bye-election, December ltt, 1887. 
Maple—C 4,021 
Henderson—L 2,609 

Majority—C 1,412 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. 
W. M. Acworth—M 2,222 
H.J. Powell—M 2,151 

Defeated. 
Lord Sandhurst—P 1,810 
Dr. Gutteridge-P 1,622 
W Matthews—C 1,400 
Dr. H. N. Hardy—LU 125 
A. Watson—1 88 

HARRY J. POWELL, M., Melfoid Lodge, E. Dulwich. 
Ago 39. Glass manufacturer. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (1, 13, and 15). 
Attendances—P. 323, A. 253. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—10. 
Unanswered—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14. 

Mr. Harry J. Powell is one of the Moderates who ought 
to be returned to the next Council. He is a reasonable, 
sensible, intelligent man, and a practical chemist of 
some distinction. He is an Oxford man whose business is 
glass manufacture. He is emphatically in favour of the 
extension of the main drainage system, and has much 
more to say in praise of the Council than condemnation, 
especially in relation to the laying out of open spaces, the 
extension of the Fire Brigade, and the preparation of 
plans for a main relief sewer for Dulwich. 

MR. JOSEPH DAVIS, P., 8, Col well Road, S.E. Age 
39. Jeweller. 

Previous Public Services—Always in every forward 
movement. Summoned six times by the Metropolitan 
Board of Works for vindicating the right of free speech on Peckham Rye, and finally won a splendid victory. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,15,16. 
No-4, 6. 
Qualified or unanswered—1, 2, 5. 

Mr. J oseph Davis is lost in admiration of the mag¬ 
nificent work of the County Council, especially in regard 
to the Housing of the Poor. He wishes to be returned 
in order to develop the municipal germ. Londoners, 
he thinks, should no longer pay for a police force directed 
by the Home Secretary, and he would give the Council 
the granting or refusing of licenses for the sale of intoxi¬ 
cating liquors. 

Mr. William Matthews, M., is a member of the Lewis¬ 
ham District Board of Works, vestryman, overseer, and 
guardian, and for the last quarter of a century has done 
good work at Penge, and is in favour of the policy of 
the County Council in relation to the open spaces, and to 
obtaining a pure supply of pure water. 

Mr. E. F. Cray, P. 

CAMBERWELL—NORTH. 
Pop., 72,478. Electors, 10,389. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1S85. 1886. 

Strong— L 3,137 Kelly-C 2,717 
Blunt—C 2,975 Bayley—L 2,352 

PirieDuff—LU 246 
Majority—L 162 

Majority—C 119 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
R. Strong—P 1,962 W. E. Tcather—LU 1,097 
H. B. Chapman—P 1,612 \V. B. Thornton—C 1071 

E. Dresser Rogers (M. 
B.W.) 823 

RICHARD STRONG, P., Champion Park, Camberwell. 
Age 58. 

Previous Public Services—V. (Camberwell 24 years); 
G. (22 years, Chmn. 7 or 8 years) ; School Manager (14 
years, Chmn. 7 or 8 years); Gov. Dulwich College (7 
years, Chmn. Estates Governors 8 years); M. Motrop. 
Asylums Board (9 years); J.P. (Surrey 19 years); J.P. 
(London since 1888); M.P. for Camberwellin 1885: L.C.C., 
Corns. (1, 3, 7, 19, and 24). Attendances—P. 540, 
A. 324. 

Questions Answered. 
Yes—1, 2, 3,4, 7, 8,9,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
Qualified or unanswered—5, 6,10. 

Mr. Strong is one of those men whom no good citizen 
who puts the welfare of London before the interests of his 
party would care to oppose. He has taken part in the 
government of Camberwell for the last twenty-four years. 
He represented North Camberwell in Parliament 
from 1885 to 1886, and there is hardly any branch of 
local work of which he has not had practical experience. 
For seven or eight years ho was chairman of the Camber¬ 
well Board of Guardians, and has been nineteen years 
Justice of the Peace for the county of Surrey. No man 
has had more varied experience, or has devoted himself 
more sedulously to the discharge of his local administra- 
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76 The County Council Election. 

tive duties. He is a stro ig party man, having been 
President of the Lambejh L.beral Association, and his 
geniality and public spirio have made his name a pillar of 
strength for the Progressives in the south of London. 

JAMES TRESIDDER SEARS, P., Gladstone House, 
Peckham Grove, S.E. Age 40. 

Previous Public Services—V. (Camberwell 6 years); 
Pres. North Camberwell Lib. and Rad. Assoc. 

Mr. Sears is chiefly notable as having secured the 
Public Baths and Washhouses Act in Camberwell early 
last year, and has been Chairman of the Commissioners 
since they were opened. As a vestryman he has en- 
deavouied to assimilate the policy of his vestry to that adopted by the Council. He is a Puritan 
of the old type, being Sunday School superintendent, 
a chapel deacon, honorary secretary of a Baptist 
Total Abstinence Association, and twenty years honorary 
secretary of the Walworth branch of the London City 
Mission He has taken an energetic interest in the feed¬ 
ing of starving scholars in the Board schools. It is un¬ 
necessary to say that he is a Liberal in politics. His 
father was a Baptist minister, and a Baptist minister's 
son who is not a Radical is somewhat of a rarity. As befits 
a man who lives in a district liable to floods, he is very 
strong on the main drainage question. 

CAMBERWELL—PECKHAM. 
Pop., 71,u89. Electors, 10,085. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Baumann—C 3 362 Baumonn—C 3,439 Willis—L 2,929 Willis-L 2,688 
Rogeis—Corporation L 580 

Majority—C 751 
Majority—C 433 

County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected. Defeated. 

E. Jones—P 2,608 J. Howard—M 1,639 R. Lyon—P 2,194 J. Borland—M 1,578 
W. E. Dowton—LU.. 973 

EDWIN JONES, P., Atherstone House, Atkins Road, 
Clapham Park. Retired draper. 

Previous Public Services.—G. ; L.C.C., Corns. (1, 8, 9, and 15). Attendances—P. 353, A. 220. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes-2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16. 
Unanswered—1, 5, 6, 9, 18, 15. 

Mr. Edwin Jones is a Welshman, who left Wales with 
half-a-crown in his pocket. He rose to be the head of one 
of the largest drapery establishments, employing three 
hundred people, in South London, and has retired. His 
address is one of the most readable of all those that have 
been published, and his pamphlet on the County Council 
fully justifies his assertion that it has done real good work for the people of London. He is in favour of placing London charities under the County Council, and of 
making that body the licensing authority for cabs. He 
has twice been returned at the head of the poll for the Board of Guardians. 

ROBERT LYON, P., Clifton House, Asylum Road, Peckham. Age 42. Salvage broker. 
Previous Public Services-L.C.C., Coins. (3, 6 (Chmn.), 7, and 8). Attendances—P. 312, A. 223. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Qualified-2. >>>,,, 

Mr. Robert Lyon is one of the administrators of 
Board, whose position as Chairman of the Fire Biig and Joint Stores Committee gave him a post practic 
corresponding to that of Cabinet Minister in our Pai 
mentary system. He has served in the Vestry, and 
taken a leading part in all local work. On the Cou 
he is chiefly responsible for the extension of 
Eire Brigade, which is regarded with approval, e 
by the Moderates. He has also revolutionised 
system by which the Council buys its goods. His ide 
that the Council should establish a central store, so t 
it might purchase all that it requires on the best ter 
The twenty-three schedules which his Committee d 
up contain no fewer than 1,700 items. The Commit 
has also acquired a position of Informal Lab 
Court, which decides whether or not any 
the contractors are paying standard rates 
observing the trade union rules. While carrj 
on his business in the City he has worked like a si 
at the Council, attending 77 per cent, of the meeti 
to which he was summoned. 

The other candidates are :— 
Lord Ribblesdale, M., and 
Mr. Patrick Henry White, M., Barrister, of the Tern 
Mr. Ramsey, vestryman and labour candidate, Quei 

Road, Peckham. 
Mr. Clayton, manufacturer of mineral waters, h 

pendent. 
Mr. W. E. Dotjghton, Rye Lane, Peckham, an indej 

dent candidate, supported by teetotalers, the Peckl 
Watch Committee, and some of the labour organisath 
Mr. Doughton is a Liberal Unionist, who was defeatei 
1889. 

Mr. T. J. P.erry is another independent candidate. 
CHELSEA. 

Pop., 88,128. Electors, 12,382. 
Parliamentary Election. 

1S85. 1886. 
Dilke—L 4,291 Whitmore—C 4 
Whitmore—C 4,116 Dilke—L 4 

Majority—L 175 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
G. W. Osborn—P 3,170 L. White—M 1 
W. iEneas Smith—P 2,512 W. Jeffrey—P 1 

C. Mossop (M.B.W.) 1 
A. Thompson—I 

B. F. C. COSTELLOE, P., 40, Grosvenor Road, AY 
minster. Age 37. Barrister. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (7, 9, 
(chmn.), 16, and 23). Attendances—P. 355, A. 227. 

Mr. B. Costelloe is on6 of the few Catholic members 
the Board. He is a barrister, with Parliament 
ambitions. He fought Mr. Goschen at Edinburgl 
1885, and is standing for Chelsea in the Radical inte 
at the next General Election. He is Irish, with a cha 
ing American wife, is a resident in the borough, and a hi 
working member of the Council. If he could cut dc 
his speeches by one-half, he would be twice as powei 
and some of his colleagues lament that he someti 
seems to find it constitutionally impossible to retui 
direct answer to a plain question. 

ENEAS SMITH, P., prevailed upon to stand agaii 
last moment. Excellent member. 

Mr. Cecil Chapman, although a Moderate, ha 
somewhat Progressive programme. 
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Mr. John Humphrey has lived in Chelsea for the last 
quarter of a century, and, although an employer of labour, 
has no objection to offer to the labour policy of the 
Council. 

CITY. 
Pop., 50,652. Electors, 32,008. 

Parliamentary Electiorj. 
1885. 188G. 

Fowler-C 12,827 Fowler—C \ TT 
Hubbard—C 8,802 Hubbard-C J Unopposed 
Low—L 5,817 
Cotton—C 5,563 

Bye-elections. 
July 27th, 18S7. 

Baring—C Unopposed. 
April 8th, 1891. 

Hncks-Gibbs—C Unopposed. 
June 3rd, 1891. 

Sir R Hanson— C Unopposed. 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Sir John Lubbock, G. Shaw, C C, M.B.W. 

M.P.—P 8,976 — M 2,75.! 
The Earl Rosebery—P 8,032 G. N. Johnson, C C— 
B.L.Cohen—M 3,925 M 729 
H. Clarke, C.C.—M 3,622 

The 15th DUKE OF NORFOLK, P., the Primary Duke 
and Earl, Hereditary Eirl Marshal and Chief Butler to 
England, is appealing for the suffrages of the City in order 
that he may have a seat on the County Council side by side 
with John Burns and Mr. McDougall. This is as it should 
be, and it is much to be regretted that the Duke of West¬ 
minster and the Duke of Bedford are not also seeking to 
be returned at the present election. The family dates 
back to the Earl of Arundel in the twelth century, but 
the only exploit associated with the present Duke's name 
was his special mission to the Pope in 1887. He is a 
Catholic, and the mainstay of all the Conservative 
Catholics in England. If by any extraordinary mischance 
the Moderates were to secure a majority on the Board 
he would probably be elected to the onerous and some¬ 
what thankless office of Chairman. From that risk, how¬ 
ever, he seems to be delivered by the mediocrity of the 
candidates whom his party is supporting in the other 
constituencies. 

were to retire, of which, fortunately, there is no prospect 
He is one of the few candidates who are against women 
sitting on the Council. 

HENRY CLARKE, M., Cannon Hall, Hampstead. 
Age 59. Merchant. 

Previous Public Services—Corporation: L.C.C., Corns. 
(3, 10, 18, 20, and 21). Attendances—P. 357, A. 216. 

Questions answered. 
Yes—2,10,11,12. 
No-1,4, 5,7,8,15,16. 
Qualified or—3,16,13,14. 
Unanswered—9. 

Mr. Henry Clark e is a merchant of the City, who is one 
of the best members of the Council. He is an ideal 
chairman of the Improvements Committee, and a member 
of the City Corporation, one of the few members both of 
the London County Council and of the Corporation. His 
colleagues describe him as bubbling over with courtesy. 
He is strongly in favour of the water supply being trans¬ 
ferred from tile companies to a public body, but he is 
against the Council having the Police. He is also op¬ 
posed to the union of the City with London. He is a good 
man, and the new Council would miss him sorely if he 

Mr. B. L. COHEN, 30, Hyde Park Gardens, W. 
Age 44. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-11. 
No—4, 6, 7. 
Qualified or—5. 
Unanswered—1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14,15. 

Mr. B. L. Cohen is another excellent Moderate, and 
has done good service. He is a member of the Finance 
Committee, and stiongly in favour of any reform that 
can be cariied out without entrenching on the privileges 
of the City or the funds of the City Companies, of which 
he is a member. Mr. Cohen, as his name implies, is a 
Jew, and is Chairman of the Jewish Board of Guardians. 

Mr. A. F. Btjxion, M bears a well-known name, but very 
little is known of him personally. He has only filled in five 
of the questions. He has not sent his address, or any 
statement of his previous public service. He is, how¬ 
ever, not in favour of postponing the extension of the 
Council until the Moderates have a solid majoiity, and 
he thinks that a majoiity has nothing to do with the 
question. 

J. G. Rhodes, P., Oakdene, Beckenham, Devonshire. 
Royal Yacht Club. 

Mr. Rhodes sat for West Southwark last Council. He 
is a good man who did good work on the Main Drainage 
Committee. He was spilled for West Southwark rather 
ungraciously and he stands for the City merely for the 
sake of allotting City Liberals an opportunity of testify¬ 
ing to the faith that is in them, and also of preventing 
the City pluial voters of Moderate persuasion from voting 
in other constituencies. One man one vote is the law 
of the County Council Election. 

CLAPHAM. 
Top, 70,461. Electors, 11,057. 

Parliamentary Election. 
^5. 1886. 

3,976 Gilliat-C 
3 650 Moulton—L 

18 
Moulton—L 
Bourke—C 

3,816 
3,347 

469 Majority—L 326 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
T. L. Corbett—M 2,501 H. Turner—P 2,286 
Colonel Rotton— M 2,336 C. A. V. Conybeare—P 1,883 

H. H. HOOD Bx\RRS, P., Humberstone, Nightingale 
Lane, S.W. Age 32. Solicitor. 

Previous Public Services—G. (Strand.) 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 15,16. 
No—6. 

Mr. Hood Bans is a gentleman of the long robe and has 
chambers in Clement's Inn. He lives in Clapham, and 
is a member of the Strand Board of Guardians. He is 
full of admiration of the administration of the late 
Council, and generally goes solid for the Progressive 
ticket. He is a positive gentleman, who answers his 
questions with supeilative of emphasis. "Yes; most 
decidedly," is his answer to the question whether he is in 
favour of women sitting on the Council. 
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FRED. HENDERSON, P., 28, Wharton Street, Kings 
Cross Road. Age 24. Journalist. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3,4,5,7, 8,9,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No-6. 
Qualified or uncertain—10. 

Mr. Frederick Henderson is a Star man. Like Mr. 
Ben Cooper, he comes from Norwich, and is the 
youngest candidate now in the field. He is only four- 
and-twenty, and as befits his paper, he spells his " pro¬ 
gramme '' with only one " m." As he has reported most 
of the meetings of the late Council, he is tolerably 
familar with the questions at issue at this election, and 
his address is characteristically vigorous. Mr. Henderson 
is a poet as well as a Star man, and he thinks that there 
is a saving of two and a-half millions possible on gas and 
water alone, but he is modest in some things, and declines 
to answer about the Main Drainage on the ground 
that he cannot speak with sufficient knowledge on that 
subject. 

T. L. CORBETT, M., Red House, Palace Road, Streat- 
ham Hill. Age 37. 

Previous Public Services—G. ; M. School Management 
Com. ; L.C.C., Corns. (7, 8, 15, 17, and 18). Attendances 
—P. 429, A. 253. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-2, 13, 14. 
No—1, 4, 7, 12, 15, 16. 
Qualified or—3, 6, 9, 11. 
Uncertain—5, 8, 10. 

Mr. T. L. Corbett is a member of the Moderates, and 
a capitall good fellow, notwithstanding his position. 
(See article on the Party Whips.) 

Lt.-Col. ARTHUR ROTTON, M., Parkstone, Chiist- 
church Road, Streatham Hill. Age 60. Retired full-pay 
Royal Artillery. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (1,2, 6,11,18, and 24). Attendances—P. 407, A. 353. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—2, 8, 11,13,14. 
No—4, 5, 10,12, 15,16. 
Qualified on—1, 3, 6,7, 9. 

Colonel Arthur Rotton is a brisk little man, who makes 
himself felt in the County Council. Is one of the most in¬ 
dependent of the Moderates. In his address he ex¬ 
presses himself in favour of the labour policy of the Council, but his votes are hardly as good as his professions. Like 
Mr. Corbett, he is against women sitting on the Council. 
He thinks that the Council has got as much work to 
do as it can get through. He is an artillery officer, who 
has seen much service during the Indian Mutiny, His 
record has been bad on the question of Parks, although, from his voting in favour of suspending the sittings on 
Derby day, he is not indifferent to a holiday in the open air. He is more sympathetic to Sir Peter Edlin than to 
the carmen and others iu the employment of the 
Council. 

DEPTFORD. 
Pop., 11,515. Electors, 9,584. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Evelyn—C 3,927 Evelyn-C Ghose—L 3.560 Chose—L 

Bye-Election, February 29th, 1888. 
Darling—C 4,345 
Blunt—L 4,070 

Majority—C 275 
County County Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
E. Collard—M 2,294 H. Keyloch—Labour P 1.87 
W. Phillips—M 2,2S3 A. A. Knight—P 1,04 

SIDNEY WEBB, P., 4, Park Village East, Regent 
Park. Age 32. Author. 

Previous Public Service —13 yeais in Governmen 
Offices (10 years m Colonial Office). 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1,2, 7, 8, 9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No—3,4, 6. 
Qualified—5. 

Mr. Sidney Webb's record is too long for publicatio 
in the comparatively limited space at our disposal. Som 
account of him, together with the substance of h 
address, will be found in another place. He is th 
literary wire-puller of the Socialist party in Londoi 
and his London Programme is the text-book of tb 
stalwart Progressive. His great card is the relief of tti 
ratepayer by the taxation of the land owner, and tli 
general municipalisation of everything. 

Majority— C 367 C 

3.6S2 
3,055 

627 

HENRY KEYLOCK, P., 71, Evelyn Street. Aged 5i 
Retired carpenter and builder. 

Previous Public Service — G; B. W. (Greenwich' 
Chairman Works Committee. 

Answers to Questiors: 
Yes—3, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—3, 4, 5, 6. 
Qualified—1, 2, 8. 

Mr. Henry Keylock, the Labour Candidate, who 
running side by side with Mr. Webb, is a retired carpente 
and builder, who has had a good deal of administrativ 
experience as a guardian and member of the Greenwic 
District Board of Works. He stands as the local Indi 
pendent candidate, who asks plaintively " Why shoul 
Deptford wait " He does not approve of the policy 
the County Council in everything, and especially he di 
sents from some of the parts of its labour pohc 
Among other items of his programme, he wants anothi 
free ferry across the river. 

Mr. H. T. Banning, M., is a Barrister oE the Inne 
Temple, who has written a valuable work on the subject c 
Conveyancing. No one knows him in Deptford, a dii 
advantage which he shares with his colleague, M 
Bailey. Mr. Banning thinks that if the Progressive 
have their way, they will run up the cost of governin 
London from £9 per head to £32 per head, the latti 
figure being, he asserts, the cost of governing Paris, whic 
works out a somewhat startling sum, for, it would appea 
Mr. Banning thinks the cost of governing London 
nearly £50,000,000 sterling per annum. 

Mr. J. C. Bailey, M., is also a Barrister of the Inni 
Temple and M. A. of Oxford. The two brother Barriste 
fromthe Inner Temple have issued a joint address, in whic 
they declare themselves in favour of the retention, : 
far as possible, of open spaces, and demand i 
enquiry into the cost of accumulation of smoke. Th< 
think Deptford should have a District Council all 
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itself, and if elected they would do their best to make 
London as healthy and as pleasant a place to live in as 
possible, but they will have nothing to do with revolu¬ 
tionary robbery. 

Mr. JOHN ELLIOTT, S., 3, Queen's Cottages, Black- 
heath Road. Age 27. Engineer. 

Previous Public Services :—" Have worked both in and 
out of season on behalf of my class " 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—4, 6. 
Qualified or unanswered—5. 

Mr. John Elliott is Mr. Sidney Webb's foil. People 
think Sidney Webb somewhat dreadful, but if they go 
further, and read Mr. Elliott's address, they will find that 
there can be worse candidates than even Mr. Sidney Webb. 
Mr. Elliott is a Social Democrat, who desires to see the 
people take the collective control of the organised forces 
of the community, and, as a beginning, he would organise 
the unemployed upon useful public works at trade union 
rate of wages. He is standing on his own account, and 
has issued an appeal endorsed by many trade unionists 
to vote One for John Elliott. 

Mr. A. A. Knight, P., is a gentleman who has taken an 
active part in many social movements, but only polled 275 
votes at the School Board Election. He proclaims himself 
to be the Resident Ratepayers' Non-Political, Progressive, 
Temperance, and Independent Labour Candidate. His 
address is one of the longest that has been issued, and 
he advocates among other things the acquisition of the 
Hilly Fields for Deptford and Brockley. He is an advo¬ 
cate for decent, cheap, and healthy dwellings, owned by 
the Council, at lowest possible rents He also advo¬ 
cates allotments for working men, and free gymnasia and 
polytechnic institutes. He would reform poor law relief, 
and establish free libour bureaus. His programme, 
which he sums up under sixteen heads, contains, he 
says, all that intelligent electors could desire. 

FINSBURY—CENTRAL. 
Pop 69,076. Elector?, 7,671. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Spensley—L 2,861 Penton—C 2,245 
Isaacs—C 2,314 Srensley— L 2,240 

Majority—L 547 C 5 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Earl Compton—P 2,323 H. E. Davis—I 1,074 
F. A. Ford—P 1,461 W. Robson—(M BW.) 841 

W. Davies—1 561 
J.J. Goode, J.P.-I... 374 
J. Ross—(V) 74 

Hon. ASHLEY PONSONBY, P., 9, Prince's Gardens, 
S.W. Age sixty. 

Previous Public Services—M.P. for Cirencester twice ; 
.P. 

Answers to Questions. 
Yes-1, 2,3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12,13, 14,15,16. 
Unanswered—4, 5, 6, 10. 

The Honourable Ashley Ponsonby is a gentleman who 
has been twice M.P. for Cirencester. He stands for 
Lord Compton's seat on pretty much the same lines as 
Lord Compton. He is strong for women on Councils, 

and is in favour of extending the system of Municipal 
Lodging Houses and Improved Dwellings. Notwithstand¬ 
ing that his experience in the management of parochial affairs convinces him that a large number of Metropolitan 
improvements are over due, and that London has still to 
be made habitable, he is unable to pledge himself 
to any great and general expenditure until the present method of taxation has been readjusted. 

Mr. J. Bo wen-Rowlands is " the Member for Treorky," and the editor of the Welsh Beview, a rising novelist and 
barrister, whose father is a member of Parliament and a 
Q.C. Mr. Bowen-Rowlands is a Welshman, and a man 
who has opinions of his own which he does not hestitato 
to insist upon. He is a Liberal Candidate for one of the 
divisions of Sussex. 

FINSBURY—EAST. 
Pop 50,333. Electors, 5,649. 

Parliamentary Election. 
18S5. 1883. 

Bigwood— C 2,055 Rowlands—L 
Rowlands—L 2,035 Bigwood — C 

1,973 
1,912 

61 Majority—C 20 L 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J. W. Benn—P 1,791 J. B. Moreland—M 1,098 
Captain Sinclair—P... 1,655 G.Berry(M.B.W.)-M 1,071 

R. J. Hall—M 66 

JOHN WILLIAMS BENN, P., 15a, Finsbury Square- 
Age 41. Art Journalist. 

Previous Public Services—Whip to the Progressives; 
L.P.C., St. George's, Wapping; L.C.C., Corns. (1, 7, 8 
(Vice-Chmn.), 9, 11, 14, and 22). Attendances—P. 387 
A. 217. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 

Mr. J. W. Benn is a journalist, and the son of a 
Congregational minister. He is the editor of the Cabinet 
Maker and Art Furnisher, and his ambitions make him 
hope that he may in time become a Cabinet Maker of 
another sort. He is the Whip of the Progressives, and 
Chairman of the Furnishing Trade Section of that body. 
It was Mr. Benn who was the " Amateur Dosser" for 
the Daily Graphic, and took a leading part in securing 
the establishment of the first experimental lodging house 
on the model of the Glasgow lodging houses. .The only 
occasion upon which he was false to the line which he 
might have been expected to take was when he, a 
strong advocate for technical education, moved the 
resolution in favour of devoting the beer money to the 
relief of the rates. Mr. Benn never forgets that the 
ratepayer is poor. His programme, as set forth in a 
lengthy joint-address with Captain Sinclair, advocates 
the working of the tramways, making tbe Council the 
sole licensing authority, and generally all the proposals 
of the London Liberal and Radical Unionist. Mr. Benn 
has been a great champion of the costermongers of 
Whitecross Street, and succeeded in getting a claim, 
representing £3,000, for the disturbance of dwellings and 
the reinstatement of donkeys. That is exactly the con¬ 
trary policy which he always pursues in relation to the 
County Council. He wishes to secure dwellings from 
disturbance, and to banish the donkeys from public life. 
He is a good speaker, humorous and genial. 
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Lord Rosebery, P. There is no need to say anything 
about Lord Rosebery excepting that Capt. Sinc'.air has 
withdrawn in his favour. 

Mr. Hollow ay is the Moderate candidate. 

FINS BURY—HOLBORN. 
Pop., 78,739. Electors, 12,139. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Duncan-C 4,047 Duncan-C 3,651 
Harrison—L 2,473 Naoroji—L 1,950 

Majority—C 1,574 C 1,701 
Bye-election, November, 18S8. 

Bruce-C 4,398 
Compton—L 3,433 

Majority— C 965 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
A. Hoare—M 1,436 J. P Murrough -P 749 
T W. Maule—P 975 Dr. W. R Smith-I... 712 

Lieut-Col. E. J. Gar¬ 
diner—(M.B.W.) 671 

W. Blott—I 234 
WILLIAM HENRY FENTON, P., 11, New Oxford 

Street. Age 28. Dealer in antique china and furniture. 
Previous Public Service—V. (St. George's Bloomsbury); 

B.W. (Holborn). 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7,8, 9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No—5,6. 

Mr. W. H. Fenton has been a member of the district 
Board of Works, and vestryman of St. George's, Blooms- 
bury. He took a leading part in the campaign against 
the Metropolitan Board of Works, and helped to establish 
free libraries in Holborn. He advocates the acquisition 
of Lincoln's Inn Fields for out-door exercise ; the making 
of a new street from Holborn to the Strand, provided 
that the rule of betterment can be applied. 

Summer Afternoon Excursions. He has also helped to 
estabhsh the Industrial Exhibition at the Holborn Town 
Hall. He is a Churchman, teetotaler, and generally runs 
on Progressive lines. 

A. HOARE, LP., 8, Queen Square, W.C. Age 40. 
Banker. 

Previous Public Services — B.W. (Holborn) ; V. 
(Holborn, 8 yrs.); L.C C. ; Corns. (1, 5, 9, 13, 17, and 20). 
Attendances—P. 406, A. 290. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16. 
No—4, 6. 
Qualified or—13. 
Unanswered— 5. 

Mr. Alfred Hoare is an Independent Progressive, who 
supports the policy of the County Council, broadly speak¬ 
ing. He is in favour of making the new street from 
Holborn to the Strand ; and, curiously enough, intro¬ 
duces the question of Pensions for Old Age in his 
address. He thinks that it should be compulsory upon 
all classes, and that it should not be associated with the 
Poor Law. 

F. W. SPEAIGHT, LP., 16, Gray's Inn Road, W.C. 
Age 22. 

Previous Public Services—Organiser of the Holborn 
Industrial Exhibitions. 

Mr. F. W. Speaight is an Independent Progressive, 
who, although a Liberal, does not think that politics should 
be introduced to the County Council. He is a temperance 
man, who is in the printing business, and has done good work in organising Saturday Night Concerts, and 

A. C. Renyard, M. 
T. F. Remnant, M. 

FULHAM. 
Pop., 42,900. Electors, 8,098. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1S85. 1886. 

Fisher—C 2 642 Fisher— C 
Russell—L 2,590 Russell-L 

Majority—C 52 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J. Bial—P 2,309 L. Scarth—I 
R. A. Germaine—M... 1,950 P.P. Perry—(M.B.W.) E. G. Easton—I 

2,557 
2,247 

3H> 

1,509- 
1,203 

366 

Commissary-General A. W. DOWNES, C.B., 7, Earl's 
Court Square, South Kensington. 

Previous Public Services — J.P. (Middlesex and 
London) ; M. Metrop. Asylums Board. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2,3, 7,8, 9,10, 11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No—6. 
Unanswered—4, 5. 

Commissary-General Downes is a Companion of the 
Bath, Justice of the Peace, and Progressive, who reserves 
his opinion upon the questions of the incidence of rating 
and technical education. 

R. A. GERMAINE, M., 21, Philbeach Gardens, S. 
Kensington. Age 37. Barrister. 

Previous Public Services—V. (Kensington 1883-92); 
L.C.C., Corns. (2 and 10). Attendances—P. 231, A. 99. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16. 
No-4, 5, 15. 
Qualified or—3, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13. 
Unanswered—1. 

Mr. R. A. Germaine is one of those members of the 
late County Council who should not be re-elected. He 
would amend the labour policy of the late Council so as to 
secure the employment of British labour only. He does 
not know what the temperance policy of the Council is. 
He condemns the Council for being remiss of ridding 
London of its slums, and while "in favour of decency 
and sobriety in the music-halls, and everywhere else, he 
is opposed to the pruriency of mawkish Chadbands and 
Stigginses.'' 

Mr. Edwin A. Cornwall, P., is an effective speaker, who 
stands as the representative of the party of Rosebery 
and Burns as against nominees of the landlords and 
Livery Companies. He is a coal merchant, Radical,, 
vestryman, and guardian. 

M.ijor - General Clementi, M., has been thirty- 
two years in the army, and has served in Egypt and 
Cyprus, and has a medal of the Royal Humane Society 
for saving the life of a woman. He is against the reckless 
extravagance in which he thinks the County Council have 
indulged in gratifying particular fads at the expense of 
ratepayers. 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


The Candidates and the Constituencies. 81 

GREENWICH. 
Pop., 65,411. Electors, 9,623. 

Parliamentary Election. 
18S5. 18P6. 

Boord—C 3,317 Boord—C 
Watney-L 2,961 Whiteley—I, 

Majoiity—C 356 
County Council Election, 1889. 

3,240 
2,551 

689 

Elected. 
G. Lidgett—P 3.102 
R. S. Jackson—P 3,025 

Defeated. 
T. W. Boord, M.P.—M 2,440 
Alderman Knill (C.C.) 

2,390 
Greenwich. 

—M 
1, The Grove, 

-G.; L.C.C., Corns. (1, 2, 10, 

GEORGE LIDGETT, P, 
Age 60. Shipowner. 

Previous Public Services 
and 18). Attendances—P. 323, A. 228. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—2, 6, 10. 
Qualified—5. 

Mr. George Lidgett is a good man who comes from a 
good family. He is Mr. McDougall's father-in-law, and 
an energetic supporter of the temperance policy of the 
Council. He is a shipowner, and a Wesleyan, and for 
forty years has lived in Greenwich, where he is univers¬ 
ally esteemed. He is opposed to the extension of the 
main drainage system, for he hope3 to see a better 
system which will secure the Thames to a return to its 
former purity. 

RICHARD STEPHENS JACKSON, P., Stobcross 
Lodge, Greenwich. Age 41. Solicitor. 

Previous Public Service—L.C.C Corns. (4 and 16)" 
Attendances—P. 250, A. 150. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 

Mr. R, S. Jackson is also a notable local man, who has 
been the consistent and steady supporter of the policy of 
the County Council. He is a solicitor with a City practice, 
and has long taken a leading part on the popular side of 
the Greenwich vestry. 

Mr. George MaryonWilson, M., is the son of his father, 
and that is about all you can say for him. He is standing 
as a Unionist, and if elected will be returned because of 
his politics, and not because of anything that he has to 
do or has done for the Municipality of London. 

Mr. William Fox BATLKY,M.,is a strong candidate, who 
is Chairman of the Conservative Association, and has taken 
his stand in public life since he retired from business. 
He is a member of everything that there is in Green¬ 
wich in the shape of a public body, and is Chairman of 
the Greenwich Relief Society, and Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Guardians. There is no doubt that if he wero 
elected he would be a useful addition to the County 
Council. 

HACKNEY—CENTRAL. 
Pop., 62,033. Electors, 8,078. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Hunter—C 2,941 Hunter—C 
Holms—L 2,748 Hume—L 

Majority—C 193 

3,071 
1,961 

1,086 

County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected. Defeated. 

J. Lowles—M 1,764 R. Martin—P... 
W.Johnson—M 1,602 A. Bowser—P 

1,455 
1,362 

Mr. PICKERSGILL, P., who is standing for Central 
Hackney as the colleague of Mr.McKinnonWood, is well- 
known as member for Bethnal Green. Mr. Pickersgill has 
long taken a prominent part in the politics of Hackney, 
and has represented Bethnal Green since 1885. Mr. 
Pickersgill has been a zealous worker in popular causes, 
and was more energetic in demanding the control of the 
Metropolitan Police for London than most of his col¬ 
leagues for the representation of London. 

THOMAS McKINNON WOOD, P., Brookfield Hou;e, 
Highgate. Age 37. Merchant in London and Liverpool. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 

Mr. McKmnon Wood is a younger man than Mr. 
Pickersgill, beingnow thirty-seven years of age. Heisaman 
of letters, and only entered business because of his father's 
failing health. He is a merchant, doing business in London 
and Liverpool, and is one of the candidates who answers 
" Yes" to all the questions excepting the sixth. Mr. 
Wood has no previous experience in municipal affairs, but 
he regards the earnestness of the Council in the cause of 
economy and its passionate horror of corruption as two 
of its greatest claims to honour. 

JOHN LOWLES, M., Hill Crest, Darenth Road, Stam¬ 
ford Hill. Age 42. 

Previous Public Service—L.C.C., Corns (1, 9, and 18). 
Attendances—P., 307, A., 88. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—2, 3, 8, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16. 
No-4, 5. 
Qualified—1, 6, 7, 9, 12, 14. 

Mr. Lowles, who has issued a joint address with Mr. 
Johnson, appeals to the good work that he has done on 
the Council. He thinks that the expiring Council has 
deserved well of the Metropolis as far as its administra¬ 
tive functions are concerned. He wishes to be returned 
again to help the Council to mind its own very important 
business, and to abstain from usurping the functions of 
Parliament. Mr. Lowles renews the pledges which he 
gave in 1888, to endeavour to curtail and bring under 
control the arbitrary powers of gas, water, and other 
monopolists, and to apportion, on a just and equitable 
basis for owner and occupier alike, the financial obliga¬ 
tions of the Metropolis. How Mr. Lowles is going to 
do this without going beyond the purely administrative 
functions of the Council he does not explain. He is in 
favour of the labour policy of the Council. While claim¬ 
ing to be a thorough-going reformer, he declines to sub¬ 
scribe to ill-considered plans and revolutionary schemes. 

WALTER JOHNSON, M., The Cedars, Upper Clapton, 
N.E. Age 47. Surveyor and estate agent. 

Previous Public Services—B.W. (Hackney); L CO., 
Corns. (6, 14, and 20). Attendances—P. 237, A. 191. 

Answers to Questions. 
Yes-2,3,8,10,11,13 15,16. 
No-4,5. 
Qualified—1,6,7,9,12,14. 
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Mr. Walter Johnson, who has been described by one 
of his colleagues on the Council as " an auctioneer who 
talks like one,'" simply says ditto, ditto to Mr. Lowles, 
their views being practically identical. 

HACKNEY—NORTH. 
Pop., 54,752. Electors, 9,916. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1886. 

3 327 Pelly-C Pelly—C 
1885. 

Mclntyre—L.. 2,911 Aubrey—L 
3,351 
1,848 

1503 Majority-C 416 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J. Beck (C.C.)— M 1.980 J. Runtz (M.B.W.)—M 1,770 
A. Davies—P 1,805 E. Jones—P 1,029 

JOHN McCALL, P., 1, Amhurst Park, Stamford Hill. 
Age 63. 

Previous Public Services — J.P. (Middlesex and 
London). 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—5, 6. 

Mr. John McCall, of Amhurst Park, is an elderly 
candidate who is standing with Mr. Offen as the 
resident, non-political candidate. They both lay special 
stress on the equalisation of the poor rates, so that Hack¬ 
ney shall not contribute, as at present, a larger pro¬ 
portion than St. George's, Hanover Square. Mr. McCall 
refuses to mix up the question of self-government for 
London with Imperial politics. The great point which he 
labours for is the right of Londoners to a municipal 
government as complete as that of any other great city. He is a Justice of the Peace for Middlesex and London. 
The candidature of Mr. Off'en and Mr. McCall is sup¬ 
ported by the British Women's Temperance Association, the Stoke Newington Ratepayers' Association, the 
Christian Social Reform League, the North Hackney 
Temperance Federation, the Working Women's League, the Abney Social Reform Guild, and the London Non¬ 
conformist Council. 

CHARLES R. W. OFFEN, P., 239, Amhurst Road, N.E. Age 35. Baker, cook, and confectioner. 
Previous Public Services—G. (Hackney 2 years). Commiss. for Baths and Workhouses (Hackney). 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 

Mr. Offen is thirty-five years of age, and has served 
two yeais on the Hackney District Board of Works. He 
has been Commissioner of Baths and Wash-houses, and 
Guardian of the Poor. He is Chairman of the Work¬ 
house Committee, and has taken an intelligent in¬ 
terest in Poor Law administration. He has promoted several conferences on the part of Poor Law Guardians 
to consider the desirability of placing able-bodied paupers on Government farms, and meantime has secured the 
co-operation of the Salvation Army, drafting to the City and Farm Colonies a large number of able-bodied inmates 
from Hackney workhouse. Ho is a strong advocate of 
humanising the workhouse, has established a weekly entertainment for the old people, and has organised a 
schemo for securing the decoration of the workhouse with 
pictures and a supply of plants. He is an active, stirring 
man, who is given to poking his nose into dark places where scandals exist, and it was largely owing to him 
that the Government inquiry was held into the scandals 

at Homerton Hospital which led to the dismissal of ai 
prominent official. Mr. Offen also took the lead in pro¬ 
moting the agitation which led to the Act for the Purifi¬ 
cation of the River Lea. It was owing to his action that 
the gymnasium and swimming bath was established in con¬ 
nection with the Brentwood Board School. Mr. Offen is 
given to lecturing and preaching, and if he can restrain, 
his gifts within moderate bounds, he will be a desirable 
acquisition to the Council. The Tory paper declares that '' Mr. Off'en is marked out as a dangerous and demagogic 
factor in popular elections. McDougall and Fleming 
Williams are not to be compared to this fire-eater." 

Dr. Forman, M., is a Tory, who is standing on the Tory 
platform. He claims to have helped to secure the puri¬ 
fication of the River Lea, but, if so, ho did it by such 
stealth that his friends blush to find it fame now that 
they learn for the first time from his public addresses- 
that he had a hand in the matter. He has been for 
ten months on the County Council, having been elected 
last April. He has been regular in his attendances, and 
is one of the medical men who has done some useful 
work on that body. He is a poor speaker, and has had 
very little experience of public life. 

Mr. Paine, M., Dr. Forman'scolleague,is a builder in the 
first, and a Tory in the second place, neither of which 
qualifications are sufficiently cogent reasons for return¬ 
ing him to the County Council. He has no claim to 
either political or municipal knowledge, and is a poor 
speaker. 

HACKNEY—SOUTH. 
Pop 69,677. Electors, 10,038. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885 1886. 

Russell—L 3,544 Russell—L 2,800 
Darling—C 2,602 Darling—C 2,700 

Majority—L 942 L 100 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected Defeated. 
J. Jones (M.B.W.)—P 2,071 J. Lobb—M 1.863 
G. B. Holmes—P 1,968 Rev. T. Jackson—M... 1,786 

GEORGE BETHELL HOLMES, P., 84, King Edward 
Road. S. Hackney. Age 62. 

Previous Public Services—V. ; B.W. (Hackney); L.B.; 
L.C.C., Corns. (3, 9, 15, and 21). Attendances—P. 447, 
A. 364. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 

BIr. George B. Holmes is one of the few builders in the 
field who deserve to be returned. He has had good 
administrative experience ; is a thorough-going advocate 
of the policy of the County Council, and on some ques¬ 
tions has worked very hard. He claims that he has a 
better record of attendances than any other member for 
Hackney. His address is a terse and vigorous summary 
of the good work that the Council has done, and he- 
appeals to the constituency to decide whether or not they 
wish to restore the old days of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works with all its evils. 

Captain BANNERMAN, P.,is a new candidate—one of 
the military candidates, who are rather numerous at this 
election. He is a naval officer who has spent thirty years 
of his life in the ser\ice of his country. He served in the 
Crimea, Japan, and in Africa; but what is, perhaps, 
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regarded as more to his credit in South Hackney than 
his services in the battlefield, was the fact that he has 
been, for the last five years, Sir Charles Russell's 
secretary, and on the Board of Guardians he has done 
good service in preventing jobbery and in securing full 
value for the ratepayers' money. His programme is as 
progressive as that of any of the other candidates, and 
he is sanguine that he is going to win the seat. 

HAMMERSMITH. 
Pop., 71,939. Electors, 10,975. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Golds worthy—C 4,264 Goldsworthy—C 
Clarke—L 3,095 Dethridge—L 

Majority-C 1,169 C 

3,991 
2,362 

1.629 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
C. C. Cramp—M 1,591 C. Cordingley—P 1,539 
A.Arten—M 1,569 W. F. Layton—M 1,127 

R.F.Webb—I 388 
Mr. JOHN JOHNSON, P., 17, St. Stephen's Avenue, 

Shepherd's Bush. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—2, 4. 

Mr. Johnson, with his colleague, Mr. Parris, was invited 
to come forward in the Progressive interest by a repre¬ 
sentative meeting of the ratepayers and electors. They 
condemn the introduction of religious animosity in the 
election, and declare that they think the County Council 
policy is more eminently likely to secure better, larger 
happiness, and permanent prospeiity, than any similar 
movement of late years. 

Mr. TONZEAU PARRIS, P., 28, Riverno Road, 
Hammersmith. Age 51. Gelatine manufacturer. 

Answers to Questions :— 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—4, 5. 

Mr. Parris, who signs a joint address with Mr. Johnson, 
says that, while he desires a speedy alteration in the 
incidence of rating, he cannot quite promise to postpone 
all improvements until we get it. As to technical 
education he will not promise to do anything until we can 
obtain the wealth of the City Companies. 

Mr. A. Arter, M., Linden House, Upper Mall, appeals 
for re-election as a Moderate. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (9, 10, and 15). 
Attendances—P. 425, A. 304. 

Mr. W. J. Bull, M., of Vane Court, 269, King Street, 
W., has been selected as the Conservative candidate. He 
is a Primrose Leaguer, who has lived in Fulham for 
fourteen years. 

Mr. Firminger, former lecturer of the Primrose League, 
running on his own account. 

HAMPSTEAD. 
Pop., 45,452. Hectors, 7,469. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 18S6. 

Holland—C 2,785 Holland-C 
Lome—L 1,910 Scott—L 
Williams, Socialist 27 

Majority 875 C. 
Bye-Election, February 28th, i 888. 

Hoare, C, Unopposed. 
County Council Election, 1889. 

2,707 
945 

1,762 

30 
Defeated. 

E. K. Blvth-P 
T. Birch-P 

905 
364 

Cfunn. 
Atten- 

Elected. 
J. S.Fletchcr-M 
H. Harben (M.B.W.) 

—M 1,630 
JOHN SAMUEL FLETCHER, M., Treherne House, 

West End, flampstead. Age 50. 
Previous Public Services—G. (Hampstead 

12 years); L.C.C. Corns. (1 and 15, Vice-Chmn.). 
dances—P. 416, A. 205. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—3. 8, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16. 
No—4, 5, 6. 
Qualified-1, 7, 11. 
Unanswered—2,13, 14. 

Samuel Fletcher is one of those Moderates who 
to be returned. He is a gentleman, active, 

conscientious, and useful. For the last twelve years he 
has been Chairman of the Hampstead Board of Guardians, 
and it will be impossible to return a better candidate for 
Hampstead than himself. He thinks that if the Council 
were to make too vigorous a use of its statutory powers 
to clear out slums it would cause wholesale evictions, and 
cause great cruelty to the slum dwellers. He is in favour 
of buying the tramways, but not of working them, and is 
in favour of the election of women to the County 
Council. 

Mr. 
ought 

(Hampstead), 
A. 71. 

HENRY HARBEN, M., Seaford Lodge, Fellows Road, 
Hampstead. Age 68. 

Previous Public Services—M.B.W., V 
L.C.C., Corns. (5). Attendances—P. 237, 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—2. 
No—4, 5. 
Qualified-1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15. 
Unanswered—12, 16. 

Mr. Henry Harben is a leading member of the Hamp¬ 
stead Vestry, which is one of the best in London. He was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to the old Metropolitan 
Board of Works, and if the Moderates get a majority, he 
• would probably be Chairman of the Finance Committee 
again. He is an excellent member, although, from ill- 
health and other causes, he has not attended to his com¬ 
mittees as well as he could have wished. He is best 
known as the head of the Prudeutial Insurance Company, 
the greatest concern of its kind in the world. Some idea of 
the extent of its operations can be gathered from the fact 
that its staft in Holborn swallowed 2,200 globules of 
quinine every day during the influenza epidemic. He is in 
favour of altering the incidence of taxation, provided that 
it is not made retrospective, and that it only applies to 
new taxes. He is in favour of the Council having control 
of the water. He would deal with the housing of the poor 
with the greatest of discretion and judgment, and has 
not made up his mind about tramways as yet. As to 
women, he thinks that they ought to sit on many im- 
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portant committees, but he has not made up his mind as 
to whether or not they should sit on the County Council. 
Mr. Harben is not quite so advanced as Mr. Fletcher, for 
while he is in favour of uniting the City with London, Mr. 
Harben does not think the matter is ripe for settlement. 

ISLINGTON—EAST. 
Top 78,000. Electors, 9,122. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Ince—L 3,296 Lambert—C 
Lambert-C 3,262 Ince-L 

3,732 
2,336 

1,396 

512 
371 
226 

Majoiity L 31 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Dereatcd. 
A. M. Torrance— H. R. Taylor-P 

(OC.)-P 2,388 T. F. Stonelake—P 
C. Horsley—M 2,066 Miss Varley- Socialht 

Mr. A. M. TORRANCE, P., 16, Highbury Quadrant, N. 
Age 46. Muslin manufacturer. 

Prt\io'is Public Services—L C.C., corns. (5 & 15). 
Attendances—P. 337, A. 247. Ten jears Common 
Councillor. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—2, 6. 
Qualified—5. 

Mr. Torrance, although an advanced Liberal, does not 
desire to lower the position of a Councillor to that of a 
mere partisan. He is in favour of curtailing and abolish¬ 
ing all monopolies, improving breathing spaces, taking 
over the police, and ha\ ing Local Option in every constitu¬ 
ency. As a Liveryman of the City, it is interesting to 
know that he thinks that the union of the City with 
London is advisable in the interests of the City, of the 
Council, and of the general good. He is opposed to 
undertaking even indispensable improvements until we 
have a new source of income. On technical education 
he would make a compromise, taking part of the beer 
mone}r for that purpose, and also drawing upon the City 
Companies. 

Mr. JAMES G. WEIR, P.,Upper FrognalLodge, Hamp¬ 
stead. Age 50. Retired manufacturer. 

Previous Public Services—Scotch Crofters' Agitation. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes—1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—2, 6. 
Qualifier1—o. 

Mr. Weir is a leading member of the Committee of 
Management of the National Liberal Club, and of the 
Scotch Corporation of London. He is a great Highland 
man, and will do nothing for technical education until 
funds are forthcoming from other sources than the 
occupieisof houses. 

Mr. James Wilson, M., Banister, of the Middle Temple. 
Previous Public Services—An Irishman, graduated at 

Trinity College, Dublin, who took the Vice-Chancellor's 
Prize Essa}' two years in succession ; passed through the 
School of Engineering; and deserted the Liberals in 
1886. 

No answers to questions. 

Mr. Thorxihwaite, M., is tho chieftain of the Tory clan in Highbury, Islington. He was one of thefoundeis 

and Chairman of the Constitutional Club, and in busine 
is connected with the Gresham Life Insurance Compan He is a musician—Thornthwaite's Choral Society beii 
one of the second best societies in the country. He h 
taken an active part in pushing the Primrose Leagu and in securing Open Spaces for Highbury. 

1885 
Bartley—C 
Waddy-L 
Dobbs—Ind, L 

Majority- 

1SL1NGTON—NORTH. 
Pop., 67,946. Electors, 9,630. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1886. 

3,545 Bartley-C 
2,972 Clayden-L 

183 

U 

3,4! 
1,9' 

1,4 

1,7 
1,4 
a 

-C 573 C 
County Council Election 

Elected. Defeated. 
W. C. Parkinson—P 2,159 A. R. Chamberlayne Dr. W. E. Grigsby —P 2,080 —M 

H. Stephen-M 
Mr. W. C. PARKINSON, P., 18, Carlton Road. 

loway. Age 50. Gas Engineer. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (1, 11, 17, 1 

and 24). Attendances—P. 380, A. 235. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—9. 

Mr. Parkinson is a good, modest Councillor, who 
painstakingand courageous. Hehasspent three days eve 
week since his election in working for London. He is a Co 
gregationalist.andastrongtemperanceman. Hehaswork 
hard in connection with the asylums, and on the Pub 
Control Department. He is a model employer of laboi 
and has suffered for his zeal on behalf of the purificati 
of the music-halls. 

Dr. W. E. GRIGSBY, P., LL.D.,B.C.L.,M.A., 7, Kin 
Bench Walk. Temple. Age 44. Barrister. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (8 and 1 
Attendances—P. 255, A. 190. Formerly Professor 
Law, Tokio University, Japan. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-4, 5, 6. 

Mr. Grigsby is one of the crack University men on t 
Council. He graduated at Glasgow and Oxford, whe 
as a scholar of Balliol, he obtained a double first in Class 
and Jurisprudence. He founded a Professorship of L 
in the University of Tokio, in Japan, and returning 
England while still a young man, he began his apprentii 
ship in public life on the Islington Vestry, and v 
elected in the County Council in 1889. On the Cour 
he has done fairly well, and his return may be regard 
as a certainty. 

Mr. A. R. CHAMBERLAYNE, M., St. Heliers, Men 
Road, N. Age 39. Solicitor. 

Previous Public Services—V., G., Islington; Comm 
sioner of Public Baths. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—9, 10,11,13,14. 
No—1, 5, 7. 8,12, 15. 
Qualified—2, 3, 4, 6,16. 

Mr. Chamberlayne, with his colleague Mr. Dixon, ; 
the two moot uncompromising and logical of all t 
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Moderate candidates. They will have no parley with 
the County Council, but attack its policy tooth and nail. 
As their manifesto is published in full in another part of 
this handbook, it is unnecessary to enter into it in detail, 
excepting to mention Mr. Chamberlayne's answw to the 
taxing of ground rents. He says he is not in favour of 
the spoliation of the property of widows, children, and 
the industiial societies, whose funds are invested in ground 
rents, paying them three or three-and-a-half per cent., 
for the benefit of the middleman, making eight, ten, and 
fifteen per cent. 

Mr. JOHN WILLIAM DIXON, M, 6, Southwood 
Lane, Highgate. Age 50. Builder and contractor. 

Previous Public Services—St. Pancras. fifteen years ; 
Member of the Burial Board ; Churchwarden. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14. 
No—1, 4, 5, 7. 8,12, 13. 
Qualified—6, 16. 

Mr. Dixon thinks that ladies generally take very little 
interest in County Council matters, an error from which 
he should be delivered by the action of the lady voters of 
East Islington. 

ISLINGTON - SOUTH. 
Pop. 66 933. Electors, 7,651. 

Parliamentarv Election. 
1885. 

" 
1S86. 

Spicer, L 3 050 RoUit-C 
Wright, C 2,502 Spicer-L 

2,774 
2,208 

566 

1,012 
713 

Majority—L 54S C 
County Council Election, 1S89. 

Elected. Defeated. 
G. S. Elliott—P 2,663 A. W. Memory—P. 
R. Roberts-P 1,284 S. Furlong-(M.B.W). 

RICHARD ROBERTS, P., 10, Willow Bridge Road, 
Canonbury. Age 44. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (3, 9, 18, and 
21). Attendances-P. 371, A. 294. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—4, 5. 

Mr. Richard Roberts is one of those men on the Pro¬ 
gressive side who do not belong to the Home Rule 
party. He was the Chairman of the Liberal Association 
in South Islington down to the introduction of the 
Home Rule Bill. Then he became a Unionist, and 
remains one to this hour. He is an honest, impartial 
man, who, as a builder, has done valuable service on the 
Building Committee. He generally adopts the Progressive 
ticket, but considers technical education of such 
importance that he would have the County Council deal 
with it at once. 

Mr. G. S. ELLIOTT, 14, Upper Street, AY. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (1, 14, and 

17). Attendances-P. 294, A. 181. 
Mr. G. S. Elliott is nominally a Progressive. He is a 

member of the Asylums Board, and wishes to transfer 
the functions of the Asylums Board to the County 
Council. Mr. Elliott is refreshment contractor for the 
Law Courts. He is an Independent rather than a Pro¬ 
gressive, and if he should disappear, his absence will not 
be bitterly regretted by his colleagues at Spring Gardens 

ISLINGTON—WEST. 
Pop, 70,096. Electors, 7,819 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886 

Chamberlain—L 3,470 Chamberlain—LI* 
Thomas-C 2,256 Macdonald—L 

Majority—L 
County 

Elected. 
D. H. Macfarlane —P 
R. Brudenell Carter — 

M 

1,214 LU 
Council Election, 1889. 

Defeated. 
1.661 Col. Keene—M 

J. May—P 
W. Goodman—M 
Dr. E. Slater-P 

2,793 
1,501 
1292 

883 

851 
798 
771 
506 

GEORGE HEYNES RADFORD, P., 40, Chancery 
Lane. Age 40. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yts—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—14. 

Mr. Radford is a Liberal, and stands as a fighting 
Liberal. His programme is of the ordinary Progressive 
type. He lays special emphasis on the necessity of 
placing the markets in the hands of the County Council. 
On the music halls he reserves his decision. He dis¬ 
trusts all licensers, whether of the Press or of the 
stage. " The power to license seems of itself to im¬ 
pair the judgment of the licenser." He doubts whether 
the licensing powers of the Council have been wisely used. 
There is a little confusion of mind here which will dis¬ 
appear when he has had practical experience of the duties 
of the County Council. 

WILLIAM GOODMAN, P., Hartham House, Hartham 
Road, Hollo way. 

Previous Public Services -V. St. Mary's, Islington, 20 
years; G. 3 years. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified - 5. 

Mr. Goodman has a good record in the warfare against 
the slums, and makes the claim that West Islington was 
the first to elf ar away the slums from the Holloway Road. 
He adopts the Progressive programme. 

G. CHATTERTON, M. 
Answers to Questions :— 

Yes—2. 
No—7, 12. 
Unanswered—1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Mr. G. Chatterton is a Moderate candidate. He 

generally opposes any extension of the sphere of the 
Council, but is in favour of taking over the water, and of 
carrying out street improvements without reference to 
the incidence of taxation. He is also in favour of doing 
something for technical education. Mr. Chatterton has 
been for thirty years resident in Islington. He is sole 
proprietor of the Chatterton Lead Works in the 
Caledonian Road, and is honorary secretary of the West 
Islington Conservative Association. He is against the 
Labour policy of the Council. 

Major LEONARD DARWIN, M. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes—2. 
No—7, 12. 
Unanswered—1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11,1:: 14, 15,16. 
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Mr. Leonard Darwin is a Moderate whose programme 
is that of Mr. Chatterton. He has served for nineteen 
years in the Royal Engineers. 

Mr. J AMES MAY, Progressive, 237, Caledonian Road, 
is a tea merchant, and 34 years old. He has been six 
years a Guardian, and one year Vice-Chairman of the 
Early Closing Association. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,14,15,16. 
No-6. 

Mr. May thinks that slum owners should not be 
compensated, but should rather be fined for permitting 
their property to become a nuisance. He is also in 
favour of working the tramways as well as of taking them 
over. 

Mr. JAMES WILSON MILLER, Labour, 76, Holloway 
Road, Holloway, N. Newsagent, late of Carpenters and 
Joiners. Age 40. 

Labour candidate, running with full credentials of 
Labour Trades Council. Supported by local temperance 
bodies, Carpenters and Joiners, Vestry workers, Painters, 
Newsagents, and by all shades of Local Trade Reformers. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Qualified—2, 4. 5, 6. 

KENSINGTON—NORTH. 
Pop., 82,517. Electors, 8,843. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1SS5. 1886. 

Lethbiidge-C 3,619 Lethbridge-C 
Firth—L 3,011 Routledge—L 

3,394 
2,443 

951 

1,770 
559 

Chair- 
Hon. 

Majority-C 60S C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
F. G. Frye (M.B.W.)— E. M. Daniel—M 

P 3026 J. J. Stansfeld—P 
J. Lloyd-P 2,163 

JOHN LLOYD, 15, Chepstow Place. Age 58. 
Previous Public Services—J.P. for Brecon ; 

man of the School Board; River Conservator 
Sec. and President of the London Municipal Reform 
League ; and Hon. Sec. of the National Provident League. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—4, 6. 

Mr. Lloyd is a hard working member of the Board, and 
in his candidature has taken the somewhat unusual course 
of issuing a large four-page circular, giving a summary of 
all the work done by the County Council under each of 
its committees. The circular, entitled "The London 
County Council, How it is Constituted, and the Work it 
is Doing," is an admirable example of the kind of thing 
necessary to enable the electors to give an intelligent vote 
on the issues submitted to them. Mr. Lloyd thinks that 
owners ought to be charged for the cost of permanent 
improvements by a separate rate not exceeding sixpence 
in the pound, and unhesitatingly asserts that the hands 
of the City Companies ought to be forced. 

Mr Bray, an Independent and a Vestryman, is standin 
on the independent municipal platform. He says tha 
the Moderates are most immoderate in their oppositio 
to all reforms, and the Progressives are simply politician in masquerade. 

Mr. Chapman is another Independent Candidate. 

The Conservative Candidates are Lord William Cecii 
the second son of the Marquis of Exeter, and the brothe 
of Lord Burleigh. He has a colleague in Mr. Haroli 
Ntjnn. 

KENSINGTON-SOUTH. 
Pop., 80,634. Electors, 8,718. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Borthwick—C 4,602 Borthwick—C 
Cookson—L 2,138 Speed—L 

Majority-C 2,464 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

4,15 
1,02 

3,13 

Elected. 
C. H. Campbell, J.P. 

—M 
Captain W. H. James 

—M 

Defeated. 
T. Melladew—P 

2,086 J. Webb (M.B.W.)— M 
2,015 W. A. Lindsay 

(M.B.W.)—M 
J. W. Duffield-I 

0. H. CAMPBELL, M., 64, Cromwell Road, S.W. 
Previous Public Services—J.P. for Middlesex man, 

years ; member Kensington Vestry. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes-2, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
No—4, 5. 6, 8, 12. 
Qualified—1, 3, 7, 9. 
Unanswered—10. 

Mr. C. H. Campbell is a Moderate, whose retun 
would not be opposed by any reasonable Progressive oi 
the Council. He is an Anglo-Indian, and is not ai 
orator, but is very clear-headed, and has grown mor 
Liberal every day that he has been on the Council. H 
has a good head for finance, is quite sure that th 
Council cannot manage the police, and is against buyin 
up the tramways on the ground that the Council ha 
already quite as much to do as it can get through. H 
strongly condemns the action of the County Council i 
refusing to aid technical educaticn as most disastrou, 
He does not think that anything would be gained b 
dividing the incidence of local taxation between the lane 
lord and the tenant, as the game is really in the hands c 
the landlord. 

Mr. F. C. Baum, Labour, is the second Progressive 
candidate. 

Capt. W. H. JAMES, M., 57, Lexham Gardens, W 
Age 44. 

Previous Public Services—Public Works Department 
India. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes-2, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15,16. 
No—4, 5, 6, 11, 12. 
Qualified—1, 3, 7. 
Unanswered—8. 

Captain James, army tutor, is another Moderate wh< 
is also an Anglo-Indian. He has, however, hardb 
sufficient time to devote to the Council, and he is per 
sonally the cause of vehement difference of opinioi 
in his own party in Kensington. He thinks that thi 
extension of the main drainage question is one of tin 
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most pressing needs of London. He would make vigorous 
use of the existing powers of the Council in order to rid 
London of its slums, but is most resolutely opposed to 
the purchase of the tramways. 

LAMBETH—BR'XTON. 
Pop., 59,077. Electors, 9,433. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. _ 1886. 

Baggallay—C 3,427 Baggallay—C 
Odgers—L 2,762 Cookson—L 

3,300 
1,886 

1,414 Majority-C 665 C 
Bye-election, July 19th, 1887. 

Carmarthen, Lord—C 3,307 
Hill—L 2,569 

Majority—C 738 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Captain Verney—P 2,112 C.J. Beresfoid Hope— 

M 
Lady Sandhurst—P... 1,986 H. Smallman—M 

HENRY HARRIS, P., Ill, Denmark Hill, S.E. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes—3, 4, 7, 8, 11,12,13,15. 
Unanswered—1, 2, 5,6, 9,10,14,16. 

Dr. Harris has issued an appeal to the electors which 
goes over the familar ground. He supports the policy of 
the London County Council, and is in favour of Local 
Option, and the return of women as County Councillors. 

1,686 
1,397 

Mr. Alderman S. S. TAYLOR, P., has been com¬ 
pelled to enter the field against Mr. Beresford Hope, 
owing to the misfortune which attended Mr. Coote. Mr. 
Alderman Taylor supported Lady Sandhurst on the 
Council, holding that the presence of women on the 
Council tended to lead mankind to a loftier and purer 
conception of the duties of a public career. 

Mr. BERESFORD HOPE, M., is one of those who 
ought to be sent to the right-about without fail at the elec¬ 
tion, for he occupies a seat which he seized by the unseat- 
ingof Lady Sandhurst. The representative of the minority 
was thereby able to use his position in order to oppose 
the views of the majority of his constituents. Mr. 
Beresford Hope is one of those who have sub¬ 
ordinated London municipal affairs to polit cal ends. 
His elimination from the County Council would be a dis¬ 
tinct gain to that body, and it would at the same time 
enable him to devote his time to those Parliamentary 
duties for which he has much more aptitude than the 
administration of the affairs of a great city. 

Mr. JOSEPH E. S. KING, M., 47, Tulse Hill, S.W. 
Age 43. Solicitor. 

Previous Public Services—5 years representative of 
Brixton on [Lambeth Vestry; late Chairman Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee; now Vice - Chairman Lambeth 
Assessment Committee ; also of General Reforms Com¬ 
mittee; Chairman Electric Lighting Committee. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—2, 3, 4, 12, 16. 
No—4. 
Qualified—1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,13, 14, 15. 

Mr. King is a solicitor with some experience in Lam¬ 
beth vestries 'who is trying his fortunes at Brixton in the 

hope that he may be more fortunate there than he was at 
Norwood in 1889. He has not coalesced with Mr. Beres¬ 
ford Hope, but he is regarded by the local Liberals as a 
Tory in disguise. 

LAMBETH-KENNINGTON. 
Pop., 68,556. Electors, 9,448. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1SS6. 

Gent-Davis—C 3,351 Gent-Davis-C 
O'Connor Power—L... 2,991 Beaufoy—L 

3 222 
2,792 

430- Majority-C 360 C 
Bye-election, March 15th, 1889. 

Beaufoy—L 4,069 
Beresford Hope—C 3.439 

Majority—L 630 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
H. Myer—P 2,139 C.W. Andrew (M.B.W.) 1,061 
H. S. Foster—M 1,192 C. R. White—P 918k- 

W. Stockbridge—I 211 
R. C. GROSVENOR, P., 35, Park Street, W. Age 44. 
Previous Public Services—Alderman L.C.C. for three 

years. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
The Hon. Richard Grosvenor, who is not a West¬ 

minster, but a younger son of Lord Ebury, has taken an 
active part for the last fourteen years in charitable work 
in the East End of London. He has worked very well on 
the County Council, and is much liked by his colleagues. 
Mr. Grosvenor would take over the water companies 
at their actual value as opposed to their Stock Exchange 
value, from which it will be seen that Mr. Richard 
Grosvenor is a sanguine man. When water companies 
are bought out by public bodies the Stock Exchange 
value is taken as the minimum, to which fancy additions 
are made for compulsory purchase. He would work the 
tramways, and would continue the temperance policy of 
the Council, if the ratepayers have no objections to the 
heavy pecuniary loss which this policy involves. 

W*. STOCKBRIDGE, P., Blackburn House, 221, South 
Lambeth Road. 

Previous Public Services—Chw. Lambeth; V. 9 years 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Mr. Stockbridge has been selected as Mr. Grosvenor's 

colleague. Mr. Stockbridge is a Progressive, with no fewer 
than twenty-sevendifferentarticlesof belief. He advocates 
a rebate of taxation to the occupier of premises used 
for public business, the ratable value of which does 
not exceed £100, and to the occupiers of small premises 
and tenements. His watchword is the Government of 
London by Londoners for London. Mr. Stockbridge 
has done good servico as a Guardian of the Poor. Ho 
is a strong teetotaler, volunteer fireman, and it is 
chiefly to his action t iat the Liun in S.u h L.m'icth 
Road was preserved from the builders. 

Mr. Goodheart, 11, Great George Street, Westminster, 
and Mr. John Patterson, barrister, 55, Welbeck Street, 
are Moderates. They are in favour of the Labour 
Policy of the County Council, but shake their htads ut 
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the danger of an increase of the rates, although they 
promise that nothing will induce them to sacrifice the 
considerations of economy, the health, the homes, and 
the recreations of the people. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Tufnell, M., of the Royal Iris! 
Fusiliers, comes out on the Moderate side agahis 
Lieut.-Col. Ford. 

LAMBETH-NORTII. 
Pop., 67,051. Electors, 6,848. 

Parliamentary Election. 
-1885. 1886. 

Frascr—C 2,542 Fraser—C 2,723 
Wren—L 2,346 Wren—L 2,311 
Lawrence - — Corpora- 

lion—L 092 C 412 

Majority—C 196 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J. R. Iloare—M 1.361 Colonel Ford—P 1000 
H. Bell—M 1,130 Hon. Rev. F. G. Pel- 

ham—I 955 
C. W. Ryalls-P 954 
J. H. Lile—P 794 

Lieut-Colonel CHARLES FORD, P., Outer Temple, 
Strand, W.C. Age 45. 

Previous Public Services—Liberal Candidate Devon- 
port last General Election; contested Lambeth L.C.C. 
3 years ago. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
No-2. 
Qualified—3, 6,10, 16. 

Lieut.-Colonel Ford, although apparently a soldier, is 
in reality a lawyer, being a Colonel of Volunteers. He 
is a strong Radical, who contested Devonport at the last 
General Election. He was an unsuccessful candidate 
three years ago for North Lambeth. He is strongly in 
favour of an equalisation of the rates, and would 
make St. George's in the West pay as high a poor rate as 
St. George's in the East. He is not only in favour of the 
temperance policy of the Council, but would transfer the 
whole of the granting of the beer and spirit licenses from 
the Justices to the Council. Colonel Ford was a good 
friend of the Popular Party at the time when the battle 
of Trafalgar Square was fought and lost for a time. 
Colonel Ford has been rewarded by the Royal Humane 
Society for saving life at sea. As an author he has made 
his mark, having published books both upon legal and 
military topics. For some years he was legal editor of 
the Bankers' Magazine. 

FRANK SMITH, P 3a, Queen's Road, W. Age 38. 
Previous Public Services—Ten years' officer Salvation 

Army ; member Chelsea V. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes-1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—5, 6. 
Qualified—4, 9. 

Everybody knows Mr. Frank Smith. Mr. Frank Smith 
was General Booth's Labour Commissioner, and is now a 
journalist and a member of the Chelsea Vestry. Like Mr. 
Burns, he has had the advantage of having been in gaol, and has tasted skilly and slept on the plank bed in Mill- 
bank Gaol in defence of the right of public procession. Mr. Frank Smith says that the question of money must 
De met boldly, but he is not in favour of compensating slum landlords. " If you buy out slum landlords you will manufacture slums." He would fine and punish 
them, and compel all those who refused to keep their 
property in a sanitary condition to give it up to the 
municipal authorities. 

Mr. W. Payne, M, the managing director of th 
Canterbury Music Hall, takes the field against Mi 
Frank Smith, late of the Salvation Army. 

LAMBETH-NORWOOD. 
Pop 50 015. Electors, 8,223. 

Pailiamentary Election. 
1885. 1886, 

Bristowe—C 3 496 Bristowe—C 
Clayden—L 2 563 Browning—L 

3,33 
1,60 

1,72 Majority—C 933 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
W. B, Doubleday—P 2,101 F. F. Day—M 1,32 
H. W.Hubbard-P 1,525 H. W. Chatterton—M 1,32 

J.F. S. King-M 43 
A. Cave—I 3 

W. B. DOUBLEDAY, P., 123, Tulse Hill, S.W7. Age 52 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-5. 6. 
Qualified—4. 

Mr. W. B. Doubleday is one of the half dozen candidates 
who have practically lived at Spring Gardens since he was 
elected. He has been Vice-Chairman of the Parks 
Committee, has worked hard on the water question 
andhas also taken stepstowardsbringingaboutthatunder- 
standing between the City and the County of London whicl 
would one day lead to the union of the two. He is re¬ 
sponsible for the rigorous rule which prohibits any Count} 
Councillor having any refreshment except at his own ex¬ 
pense, and he has done good service in promoting the 
establishment of the low tariffs for refreshments in the 
parks and recreation grounds under the control of the 
County Council. Having made his money as a City mer¬ 
chant in a dry goods warehouse, he is devoting himseli 
to the public service and to the study of science 
Altogether, he is a very useful member. 

N. W. HUBBARD, P., 70, Railton Road, Heme Hill 
Age 45. 

Previous Public Services—V. 12 years. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16. 
No-6. 
Mr. Hubbard is a coal merchant who has been Vice- 

Chairman of the Corporate Property Committee, whicl 
deals with all the schemes of the Charity Commissioners. 
He is a strong opponent of high salaries, and a vigorous 
advocate of temperance. He has had the Banstead 
Asylum practically under his charge. He began life as a 
workman, and is very heartily in sympathy with the 
labour policy of the Council in every shape. 

W. J. BONSOR, M., 7, Aldford Street. Age 38. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes-2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14. 
No—4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 15, 

*" 

Qualified—1. 
16. 
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Mr. Bonsor is a silent Moderate, who partially 
approves of the policy of the present County Council. 
He is not yet forty. He is in favour of taxing ground rents if Parliament can see its way to carrying out a 
scheme. He is against the election of women to the 
County Council. 

Mr. Quick, M., is a talkative Moderate, and his idea 
of reforming local taxation is by taxing heavily all in¬ 
comes not derived from work. 

LEWISHAM. 
Pop., 67,500. Electors., 10,636. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Lewisham—C 4,244 Lewisham— C 
Whitworth—L 3,019 Offor-L 

hotly opposed by Messri. Lindsay and Crockford, who are 
the Conservative candidates whose candidature is creating a great deal of unpleasantness in the Unionist ranks. 
Mr. Lemon is in favour of purchasing the tramways, but 
is much opposed to working them. He is in favour of a 
compromise on the police question, desiring the Council 
to have the control of the civil police, with the exception of the A Division, which looks after the Houses of 
Parliament. &c. He thinks, however, that the County 
Council, as at present constituted, is not fit to have 
control of the police. 

Majority— C 

3.839 
1,688 

2,151 1,225 C 
Bve-elections. 

August 11th, 1886. 
' 

August 26th, 1891. 
Lewisham—C... Unopposed Penn—C 4,585 

Warmington—L 2,892 

Majority—C 1,693 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
W. G. Lemon—P. 2,351 A. Poyser-M 1,889 
F. S. Brereton—M 2,127 C. A. V. Conybeare— 

M.P.-P 1,512 
G. A. HARVEY, P., 65, Loampit Vale, Lewisham. 

Age 38. 
Previous Public Services—G. and V. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Mr. Harvey is a comparatively young man, being only 

thirty-eight. He is a strong advocate of temperance, 
and during two years of civil service as Poor Law 
Guardian he reduced the drink bill at the workhouse by 
7 per cent., which is, perhaps, the reason why it is said 
that the poor look upon him "with reverence and 
respect." In his address, which is adorned with his 
portrait, he says : " I know something of the desperate 
struggle to live and pay one's way. Every tradesman 
has my sympathy." He regards the present law which 
exempts ground values from taxation as simply wicked. 
He would tax all land lying idle and waste to its full 
value. 

W. G. LEMON, P., Montpelier Lodge. Age 61. 
Previous Public Services—G. and V., L.C.C., M.D.B. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—2, 3, 8, 10,11, 12, 13,14, 16. 
No—4, 5, 6. 
Qualified—1, 7, 9, 15. 

Mr. Lemcn is a good working member of the County 
Council, who affords in his own person a conclusive 
proof that the Progressives are not all Home Rulers 
and Radicals. Mr. Lemon is a Progressive who has done 
good work in supporting the Council in most things, but 
he is not in favour of what he considers is the habit of 
some Councillors of wasting time in useless talk. He is a 
Liberal Unionist, and one of the leaders of Liberal Unionism 
in Lewisham. Nevertheless he is energetically supported by 
the Progressives, and isbeingopposedat the present moment 
by the Conservatives. Mr. Lemon is the Chairman of the 
Corporate Property Committee. Mr. Lemon is being 

Mr. Crockford, M., "The Tio'sachs," Sydenham, is a 
member of the Vestry, the Board of Guardians, and the 
Board of Works. 

Mr. Lindsay, M., Shirley House, Lee. is a member of 
the Council and Metropolitan Asylums Board, and has a 
place of business at 32, Ludgate Hill. 

MARYLEBONE—EAST. 
Pop., 71,039. Electors, 7,733. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1SS5. 1886. 

Beresford -C... 
Grant —L 

Majority—C 

3 130 
2,186 

Beresford— 
Beesly—L 

3,101 
1,616 

1,485 944 C 
Bve-elections. 

August 11th, 18S6. 
" 

July 19th, 1889. 
Beresford—C Unopposed Boulnois—C 2,579 

Leveson-Gower—L 2,086 

Majority—C 
County Council Electkn, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
H. H. Marks-M 1,874 Sir T. Farrer—P 
H. Farquhar-M 1.815 T. Holmes—P 

493 

1,300 
1,201 

EDMUND BOULNOIS, M., 58, Baker Street, W. 
Age 51. 

Previous Public Services—M.P. (Marylebone, East); 
J.P., Dep. Lieut. (Middlesex); G. (Chairman); V. ; 
M.B.W.; L.C.C., Corns. (7, 16, 19 (Chmn.) 24). Attend¬ 
ances—P. 275, A. 138. 

Mr. Boulnois, who sits for East Marylebone, is described 
by a fellow Councillor as " a good, honest, blue-blooded 
Tory." He is a useful man to have on the Council, 
because he is a Director of the West Middlesex Water 
Company, aud was a member of the old Metropolitan 
Board of Works. He is Chairman of the Marylebone 
Board of Guardians, and it would probably be difficult 
to find a more useful representative, although, unfortu¬ 
nately, he is opposed to the policy of the London County 
Council on many important questions. 

H. B. T. Farquhar, M., 1, Cavenlish Square, W. 
Banker. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Com (5). Atten¬ 
dances-P. 173, A. 96. 

Mr. Horace Farquhar is a Moderatj banker, of mode¬ 
rate value as a Councillor. 

Mr. Geo rob Whale, the Progressive candidate, is a 
good speaker and comparatively young mar, who has 
baen imported from Woolwich, where he was born an<* 
bred, and where his father was Vice-Chairman of tht 
Board of Guardians. He bopes to get the second seat, 
and secure his return along with Mr. Boulnois. 
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MARYLEBONE—WEST. 
Pop., 83,871. Electors, 8,261. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1S85. 1S86. 

Hunt—C 3,093 Hunt-C 3,061 
Trower-L 1,595 Trower—L 1,912 
Knight—L 701 
Diggle—I 101 Majority—C 1,122 

Majority—C 696 
(over aU comers) 

County Council Election, 18S9. 
Elected. Defeated. 

E. Boulnois—M 2.278 F. Debenham—P 1,683 
Alderman Sir R. Han- R. E. Vairant—P 1,438 

son(C.C)—M 2,231 
Mr. T. R. Dewer, M., 26, Blenheim Road, is a Conser¬ 

vative candidate. 

Mr. Thomas Reed, M., 14, Marlborough Hill, N.W., is 
the Liberal Unionist candidate. 

NEWINGTON—WALWORTH. 
Pop., 55,444. Electors, 6,150. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 18S6. 

Isaacs—C 1.S85 Isaacs—C 1,983 
Henriques—L 1,816 Balfour—L 1,748 
Malthouse — Corpora- 

tion 246 C 235 

Majority—C 69 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. 
" 

Defeated. 
J Marsland—P 1,912 J. Pain—M 1,031 
W. Saunders—P 1,787 E. Yates—M 866 

H. Quelch — Socialist 100 
JOHN MARSLAND, P., 1, York Street, Walworth. 

Age 56. 
Previous Public Services—3 years in Council, St. Mary's, 

Newington. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7,8, 10, 12, 13, 14,15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—11. 
Unanswered—9. 

Mr. John Marsland is a builder, whose glory it is to 
represent the local idea. Having served his constituency on the Vestry and Town Council, he is quite sure he is the 
right man in the right place. He has stuck to his work, 
chiefly confining his attention to the Building Acts, Main Drainage, and the Local Government Committee. 
He thinks that his experience of nearly foity years justi¬ fies him in looking at London in a general as well as a 
local point of view. 

W. SAUNDERS, P., Mount View, Streatham Hill, S.W. Age 68. 
Previous Public Services—M.P. Walworth, L.C.C. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—4. 

I Qualified—1,2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 11. 
Mr. W. Saunders was formerly on the Central News, and sat for East Hull in 1885, and is a Parliamentary candidate for Walworth in the Radical interest. He is not 

only member of the Council, he is also its historian, having 
compiled the County CouncilHansard,and writtenapre-face in which he describes the work done by the Council under 

various heads. He is against the policy of the County 
Council in the Bethnal Green scheme and in the making 
of the Blackwall Tunnel, but on the other hand he thinks 
the temperance policy admirable, the labour policy 
excellent, and their whole policy judicious. The only waj 
to clear slums is to exact sanitary conditions from lane 
owners. He would only extend the Main Drainage 
svstem at the cost of land owners upon the land, for he is 
adisciple of Henry George. He thinks that this electioi 
represents the most direct contest between privilege and 
justice which has taken place in this country. The is-,ue 
is whether working men, tradesmen, and manufacturers 
shall in future work for themselves and their families oi 
continue to exercise their industry for the enrichment oi 
wealthy landlords. He says that the Council is a tre¬ 
mendous engine for good or evil, and he naturally wishes 
the good people to take a firm hold of it. Mr. Saunders, it 
must never be forgotten, took a leading share in tht 
struggle to secure possession of Trafalgar Square for the 
people. 

Mr. JAMES PAIN, M., is best known to fame as the 
manufacturer of Pain's Fireworks. His address, which is 
issued jointly with that of his colleague, i3 adorned with 
their portraits. Their policy is very non-committal. Thej 
are strongly in favour of dealing with the water supply ai 
once, and of carrying the sewage so far away as to make il 
a sourceof profit instead of danger. They want to increase 
the Fire Brigade,and to improve the dwellings of the working 
classes, and are even ready to give their earnest consi 
deration to any proposal for extending the power's of the 
Council, from which it will be seen that they are very fai 
indeed from taking up the attitude of vehement hostility 
to the policy of the County Council. 

Mr. J. Dale Hart, M is a Barrister from the Temple 
who is against the taxation of ground rents, and whe 
cannot answer our questions because they are " lacking 
in adequate definition." 

NEWINGTON—WEST. 
Pop., 52,406. Electors, 7,096. 

Parliamentary Election. 
18S5. 1886. 

Cooke—C 2,419 Cooke-C 
Keay—L 1,774 Firth—L 
McArthur — Corpora¬ 

tion 822 

2,44' 
2.061 

38i Majority—C 615 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Dr. Gibson Bott-P... 1,656 E. M. Mullins—I 1,08 
Bassett Hopkins—P... 1.594 W. S. Sichel—M 80, 

F. Sutton—M 79 
Dr. GIBSON BOTT, P., 414, Clapham Road, S.W 

Age 46. 
Previous Public Services—V. ; G. ; L.C.C. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—2, 5, 15. 

Mr. Gibson Bott is another medical man on the Council 
He has worked so hard that he has neglected his practice 
As befits- a doctor, he has done most work on the Sanitar 
Committee, now known as the Public Control Committee 
As a committeeman, he visited every place licensed fo 
the storage of petroleum in London. He is a member o 
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the Public Health and Housing Committee, and his 
programme is very sound all round, with the exception 
of the election of women to the Council. He is not sure 
that women would add to its efficiency. 

A. BASSETT HOPKINS, P., 6, King's Bench Walk, 
Temple, E.C. Age 44. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C 1889-92. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, IF, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—4, 5. 

Mr. B. Hopkins is a barrister who has workeel so hard 
as to break his health down. He is Chairman of the High¬ 
ways Committee, and is the leading champion of the tram¬ 
ways purchase. No question, he thinks, is pressing more 
imminently for settlement. Nineteen and a half miles of 
North Metropolitan Tramways fall due for purchase this 
year, and to him it is little short of treason to support 
the return of any member of the Boulnois, Fardell, and 
Rotton party. He is also Chairman of the County 
Rate Committee, and is an active member of the Parlia- 
m9ntary Committee, as the invaluable second to Mr. 
Charles Harrison. He is also an authority on electric 
lighting. He thinks that the purchase of the water com¬ 
panies should not be the condition precedent to legislation, 
giving the Council control of the water. 

C. H. Hawtrey and Mr. Goulding are the Moderate 
candidates. 

PADDINGTON—NORTH. 
Pop., 45,879, Electors, 6,100. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 18S6. 

Cohen—C 2,482 Cohen—C 
Digby—L 1,797 Kempster—L 

Majority-C 685 C 
Bye-election, July 8th, 1887. 

Aird-C 2,230 
Routledge—L 1,812 

2,300 
1,389 

911 

Majority-C 418 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
R. M. Beachcroft—M 1,779 G. H. Maberley—P 1,170 
Parker Young 1,598 Mark H. Judge (M.B.W.) 

—P 1,043 
Mr. William Urqtjhart, M., is an old Board of 

Works man, and served as Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. For twenty-one years he has been a member 
of the Paddington Vestry, and is a fairly good local 
candidate. 

Mr. H. P. Harris, M., is a barrister, who comes forward 
for Mr. Beachcroft's seat. His chief claim to local sup¬ 
port is the fact that he was secretary for the Paddington 
Recreation Grounds, and treasurer of the fund for the 
relief of the unemployed in 1888. 

The Rev. J. Mitchell Cox P., is the only parson who is 
etanling for this election. He is a Progressive, non- 
political, and resident candidate. He demands in his 
programme that the rich should pay more, and the poor 
and struggling a smaller proportion than they now 
contribute to the rates. The Government ought to be 
petitioned to devote the inhabited house duty to the 
relief of the rates. 

G. H. Maberly and S. Cole are the Progressive 
candidates. 

Mr. M. H. Judge, P., who unsuccessfully contested 
North Paddington in 1889 is again in the field. 

PADDINGTON—SOUTH. 
Pop. 01,339. Hectors 5,155. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1S86. 

Churchill—C... 2,731 Churchill—C... 2,576 
Skinner—L 1,025 Page IIopps— L 769 
Lawrence—L... 290 

Majority—C 1,416 
(over all comers.) 

Bye-election, 1886. 
Churchill, U. Unopposed. 

County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected. Defeated. 

T. G. Fardell (M.B.W.) A. E. Dobbs-P 
—M 1631 Rev. M. Cox—P 
Sir G. D. Hanis—M... 1,362 Mills-P 

T. G. FARDELL, M., 26, Hyde Park Street. 
Previous Public Services—Member M.B.W. 

1,807 

1,283 
213 
186 

Age 58. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—2, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13. 
No—4, 12, 15,16. 
Qualified—1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 14. 

Mr. T. G. Fardell is better in committee than ho is in 
Council. He was a member of the old Board of Works, 
but he helped to dig its grave. Lord Randolph Churchill 
was little more than a marionette, whose strings Mr. 
Fardell pulled. He was two years chairman of the Finance 
Committee, and drafted the Bill which Lord Randolph 
Churchill introduced in 1889 for the prevention of cor¬ 
ruption by officers of public bodies. On the music hall 
question his mature judgment is that no punitive powers 
should be exercised, unless the charges brought forward 
are substantiated by strictly legal evidence. He is against 
women sitting on the Council. He is a barrister, and 
did good work for a time as Chairman of the Theatre 
Committee. He has, however, a bad habit of flinching in 
public what he has supported in private. He is a hard¬ 
working man, a wire-puller to his finger tips, and a 
Moderate, who ought to be returned. 

and HARRIS, Sir G. D., M 32, Inverness Terrace. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (2, 17, 

18). Attendances—P. 294, A. 246. 
Sir George Harris, M., is an inoffensive person, who is 

more at home in the Bahamas than in Spring Gardens. 
No one has any fault to find with him. He is a very 
quiet, unobtrusive gentleman, who, on all labour ques¬ 
tions, votes with Mr. Bums. 

SHOREDITCH—HAGGERSTON. 
Pop. 57,001. Electors, 6,863. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1835. 1886. 

2,736 Cremer—L 
1,259 Lawrence—LU 

Cremer—L 
Urlin-C 

Majority —L 1,477 L... 

2,054 
1,677 

377 
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County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected. Defeated. 

J. F. B. Firth, M.P.— H. W. Mason—M 1,035 
P 1,791 F. M. Wenbourn 

Lord Monkswell—P. 1,671 (M B.W.)—M 978 
Major H. Greenwood, 

M.D—I 507 
J. R. Sackett—M 60 

WILLIAM JAMES ORSMAN, P., Milton House, 
Shacklewell Green, Hackney. Age 53. Founder and 
lion. supt. of the Golden Lane and Hoxton Costers 
Mission. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns (1, 4, 9, 15, 17, 
and 20). Attendances—P. 348, A. 203. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16. 
No—6. 

Mr. W. J. Orsman is a remarkable man in many ways 
He has had charge of Her Majesty's mail carts 
for the lifetime of the present generation, and 
he is the founder and honorary superintendent 
of the Christian Mission at Hoxton. The " Costers' 
Hall " is his special charge, and what the Costers' Hall is 
may be imagined from the following list of the opera¬ 
tions carrieel on under his auspices:—Gospel Services, 
Prayer and Praise, Bible Classes, Open Air Singing, 
Sunday Schools, Juvenile Services, Sacred Music Classes, 
Evening Classes, Christian Workers' Association, Young 
Christians' Band, Christian Helpers' Union, Tract Distri¬ 
bution and Sick Visiting, Band of Hope and Mercy, 
Juvenile Temperance, Sons of Phoenix Temperance, 
Local Option Society, St. Luke's Costers, Hoxton Street 
Traders' Sick and Burial Society, Friends' of Labour and 
Mutual Loan Society, Fellowship Fund, Convalescent 
Homes, Children's Holiday Homes, Summer Excursions, 
Irish Stew, Soup and Christmas Dinners, Maternity 
Fund, Cocoa Breakfasts, New Years' Treats, Cheap 
Clothing Sales, Illustrated Lectures, Donkey Shows, Sick 
Members' Fund, "Shaftesbury" Fund, Free Library, 
Whitewash and Brushes, Foresters' Lodges, Lock and 
Key Smiths' Society, Charwomen's Register. Mr. Orsman 
thinks that women are best out of the Council, but 
he is neutral on the subject. He is against receiving 
alien paupers; in favour of creating a Harbour Trust, 
and in favour of reforming our Coroners' Courts. On the 
Council, notwithstanding his engagements among the 
costermongers, he has attended to his business very well. 

Lord MONKSWELL, P., 7, Chelsea Embankment. 
Age 46. 

Previous Public Services—House of Lords ; J.P.; V. ; 
G.; L.C.C. Corns. (1, 7, 11 [chmn.], 16, 19 and 21, 
[chmn.]. Attendances—P. 435, A. 263. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—4, 10, 11, 12, 14. 
Unanswered—2, 5. 

Lord Monkswell is one of the Peers on the Council 
who have shown themselves as democratic as any 
plebeian. As Chairman of the Industrial Reformatory 
Schools Committee, and then Chairman of the City 
Committee of Contracts, he has done good service. 
As Chairman of the Committee of Contracts, he has 
acquired an informal position of general arbitrator 
and trades union tribune for London labour. He 
has worked very hard, and won the esteem of all 
sections of the Council He is a barrister, and although he sits for Haggerston, does most of his parochial work 

in Chelsea. He is Chairman of the United Committee 
for the Taxation of Ground Lands and Values, and in 
the House of Lords he has done his best to secure 
legislative sanction for the proposals which find favour 
in the eyes of the majority of the County Council. 

SHOREDITCH—HOXTON. 
Pop., 69,590. Electors, 7,807. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1S86. 

3,084 Stuart—L Stuart—L 
Germaine—C... 2,047 Germaine—C... 

2,324 
2,079 

245 Majority—L 1,037 L 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
E. Austin—P 1,901 E. T. Holloway—I 1,319 
N. Moss—P 1,703 W. Beasley—I 844 

H. A. Barker—Labour 169 
F. J. Genge—I 142 

N. MOSS, P., Florence Lodge, 73, Ladbrooke Grove 
Road, W. Age 50. 

Previous Public Services—V. and G., and Chmn. of most 
important committees. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Mr. Nathan Moss is one of the hardest-working 

members of the Council. He has been a chairman of a 
committee from the foundation of the Council. He is a 
Jew and a cabinet-maker, and has had long experience as 
a vestryman in Shoreditch. He has also had considerable 
experience as a guardian of the poor. 

HENRY WARD, P., Toynbee Hall, Commercial Road, E. 
Age 42. Civil engineer. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—5, 6. 
Qualified—4, 12. 
Unanswered—9. 

Mr. Ward is one of the Toynbee Hall candidates, who 
makes his dibut in public life at the age of forty-two. For 
the last twenty years he has been making railways, docks, 
bridges, and canals, as a civil engineer. As he has lived 
six years in Toynbee Hall he has had special opportu¬ 
nities for becoming familiar with the needs of East 
London, and his programme is on the reg_lar lines of the 
Progressive party. 

SOUTHWARK—BERMOND5EY. 
Pop., 84,537. Electors, 10,148. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Thorold Rogers—L 3,469 Lafone—C 
Lafone—C 3,386 Thorold Rogers—L 

3,356 
2,998 

358 Majority—L. 83 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Dr. G. Cooper—P 2,602 H. C. Smith—M 
J. Thornton—P 2,401 T. Brooksbank-M 

W. Shepherd (M.B.W.) 
GEORGE JOSEPH COOPER, P., 92, Southwark Park 

Road. Age 48. Surgeon. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C., G. (St. Olave's 

Union) ; Corns. (1, 3, and 13). Attendances—P. 287, 
A. 222. 

1,319 
1,280 

556 
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Questions answered : 
Yes—1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11,12,13, 14,15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—4,10. 
Unanswered—2. 

Dr. Cooper is one of the medical men who have seats 
on the Council. He was registration agent for Mr. 
Thorold Rogers, and has been a fairly useful member. 
His views on technical education, main drainage, and 
music halls will be found under these heads. 

JOSEPH THORNTON, P. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (6, 8, and 21). 

Attendances—P. 303, A. 247. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 

Mr. Joseph Thornton, who appeals for re-election, is a 
brush manufacturer who has won a certain degree of 
local reputation as a hard-boiled Radical. He has done 
his best to promote electric lighting, and moved for the 
establishment of a central Labour Bureau, which, however, 
was found to lie outside the power of the Council. He 
voteel against the ten hours clause in the Tram Bill 
in order to prevent the defeat of the Bill, but he is 
in favour of working trams on eight hours shifts. He is 
not particularly popular on the Council but sticks to his 
work. 

John M. T. Dumphreys, M., 3, Upper Grange Road, 
Bermondsey. Age 48. Leather dresser. 

Previous Public Services—V. (Bermondsey), L.S.B. 
Mr. Dumphreys, who is a leather dresser by trade, has 

returned me his questions with only one answer, but it is 
so comprehensive that it can be quoted in full : " I am 
in favour of all that is fair, just, and equitable." 

Mr. Horace Sedger, M., who is the colleague of Mr. 
Dumphreys, is the lessee of the Lyric Theatre, and has other 
theatrical connections. He may, therefore, be re¬ 
garded as the would-be successor of Sir Augustus Harris. 
If he is elected, it is to be hopeel he will stick to his work 
more closely than the King of Drury Lane, for few 
members have a worse show of attendances than the late 
Sheriff of London. 

SOUTH WARK—ROTHERHITH E. 
Pop., 69,489. Electors, 9,180. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1SS6. 

[amilton—C... 3,327 Hamilton—C... 3,202 
ankhurst—L 2,800 Gurdon, L 2,115 

Majority—C 527 C 1,087 
County Council Electi n, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
F. Carr-Gomm—P 1,968 J. Bulmer—M 1,607 
L.Stevens—P 1,652 W. W. Tyler—M 741 

LAWRENCE STEVENS, P., 101, Deptford Lower 
Road. Age 69. Builder. 

Previous Public Services—V. (Rotherhithe) ; L.C.C., 
Corns. (3, 15, 21). Attendances—P. 347, A. 260. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16. 
No—5, 6. 

Mr. Lawrence Stevens is running together with Dr. 
Macnamara, and has issued with Dr. Macnamara a 

joint address. He is a builder, and has so behaved 
himself at the County Council that Mr. John Burns, who has a prejudice against all builders, admits 
that if exceptions are to be made, it should be made in 
favour of Mr. L. Stevens. He would municipalise 
docks, tramways, omnibuses, and markets, and control 
and revise the hospital system. He would also provide 
suitable dwellings for workers to compete with, and if 
possible to supplant, the six per cent, philanthropic hovels 
in which they now exist. 

JAMES T. MACNAMARA, P., 229, Jamaica Road, 
Bermondsey. Age 37. 

Previous Public Services—V. 3 years : G. 1890—92. 
Answers to Questions : 

Yes—1, 2, 3,4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—5. 
Dr. Macnamara is another of the doctors who are 

seeking to be returned. He is an Irishman who matri¬ 
culated at Queen's College, in Galway, when little over 
sixteen. He is a remarkable specimen of a capable 
Irishman who, without a penny in his pocket, makes 
his way by sheer push and capacity to the front 
ranks. Shortly after he settled in Bermonelsey, he 
was elected as Vestryman on the popular side in defending 
the right of the public to be present at the vestry meet¬ 
ings. He was then elected guardian, but subsequently 
became guardian of Rotherhithe. His success in standing 
for the guardians, and polling within five votes of John 
Bulmer, the King of Rotherhithe, leel him to be 
adopted as the Progressive candidate at the present 
election. He is a popular doctor who visits the 
poor whether they pay or whether they elo not. 
Naturally, a fund is being raised to cover his election 
expenses. He worked like a Trojan at the Dock Strike, 
and if any Progressive wishes to do a good turn to the 
cause in a very difficult district he cannot do better than 
send in a handsome subscription to Dr. Macnamara's 
Election Fund. He needs to be civilised a little, like Mr. 
Healy. 

Mr. Back, M.A., M., is notable as one of the two 
Masters of Arts who are standing for the County Council. 
He is a Moderate candidate, and that is all that is known 
about him. 

J. Bulmer, M., is the other Moderate candidate. 

SOUTHWARK—WEST. 
Pop. 67,920. Electors, 8,140. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1S85. 1886. 

Cohen-L 2,851 Cohen—L 
Beddall—C 2,611 Beddall—C 

Majority—L 240 L 
Bye-election, Feb. 17th, 1888. 

Causton-L 3,638 
Beddall-C 2,444 

2,566 
2,453 

Ill- 

Majority—L 1,194 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
A Haggis—P 2030 T. F.Rider-(M.B.W.) 1,431 
J. G. Rhodes—P 2,024 R. D. Hilton-I 869 

A. Stopes—M 776 
T. HUNTER, P., Farm House, Marshalsea Road, S.E. 
Mr. Thomas Hunter is a model lodging house pro¬ 

prietor, who, for the last thirty years, has taken a leading 
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part in all kinds of temperance and philanthropic work 
in the South of London. He was a fellow-worker with 
the Rev. G. M. Murphy, a well-known temperance 
worker, and has been a deacon for twenty-five 
years in the Working-man's Church, which Mr. Murphy 
founded in the Borough Road. He is a great believer 
in pure entertainments for the people; has lived 
in a slum for nearly twenty years. Some years ago he 
opened " Farm House," in Marshalsea Road, as a model 
lodging-house for housing poor people with a hall 
attached for religious services and other entertainments. 
He has been a leading member of the committee that 
supplied meals for starving scholars, which has, in the 
last seven years, supplied nearly a million meals. He has 
served on the Mansion House Committee for the Housing 
of the Poor, is a vestryman of the poor, and might be 
depended upon as a stalwart temperance supporter of the 
Council 

E. BAYLEY, P., 36, Queen's Gate Terrace, S.W. 
Mr. Edric Bayley has represented West Southwark on 

the School Board for the last six years. He is a Pro¬ 
gressive, and includes most of the ordinary Progressive 
items, and adds a demanel for the provision of an ample 
public swimming bath at the smallest charge. He also asks 
for the control of public clocks, tramways, public carriages, 
and such control of the streets as may preserve the 
rights of people's meetings and free speech. He re¬ 
grets the refusal of the Council to apply the beer 
money to technical education. Mr. Bayley lays special 
stress on the provision of technical education, and has 
been largely instrumental in the opening of the New 
Cross Polytechnic, and in the futuie establishment of 
Polytechnics for Borough Road and Battersea. He has 
done good service on the School Board, and was honorary 
secretary of the South London School Dinner Fund. Mr. 
Bayley is 51 years of age. 

Mr. Frederick Baxter, M., the Chairman of St. Saviour's 
Board of Works, is a self-made man, who has worked his 
way up to a position from a lad on Colonel Beresford's 
wharf. He has been a vestryman since 1878, and is 
Chairman of the Finance Committee, and on St. Saviour's 
Local Board of Works he has put the business in good 
order, and generally justifies his reputation as a good 
business man. Is a Unionist. 

Mr. Edward BoND,M.,is a University man, who is on the 
Chancery Board ; has sat on the London School Board, 
and was assistant Commissioner on the City of London 
Parochial Charities. He is Chairman of the East End 
Dwellings Companies, and has taken a part in the Ex¬ 
tension of University Teaching. He is a man of wealth, 
and, if elected, will be able to devote the whole of his 
time to the work of the Council. 

ST. GEORGE'S, HANOVER SQUARE. 
Pop., 89,573. Electors, 9,836. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Percy-C 5,256 Percy—C. UnoppaeJ. Phillimore—L 2,503 

Majority—C 2,753 
Bye-election, Feb. 9th, 1887. 

Goschm—LU 5,702 
Haysmin—L 1,545 

County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected. 

R. C. Antrobus—M ] M.P. 1 Unopposed. Howard 
—M 

Vincent, 

Col. G E. HOWARD VINCENT, M., 1, Grosvenc 
Square, W. Age 42. 

Previous Public Services—M.P. for Central Sheffield 
V., St. George's, Hanover Square, for eight years 
M.B.W., L.C.C., Corns. (6, 11, 16, 21). Attendances—1 
397, A. 136. 

Colonel Howard Vincent is a member for the Britis 
Empire, as well as for St. George's, Hanover Square, an 
Central Sheffield. He is the globe trotter of the Count 
Council. He has been the chief of the Criminal Invest 
gation Department, and is regarded with a certai 
amount of grudge by the County Councillors on accour 
of the part he had in the fiasco which took place in th 
parade of the Fire Brigade before the Prince of Wales a 
the beginning of the Council's career. 

W. ANTROBUS, M., 27, Eccleston Square, S.W. 
A fine specimen of the English gentleman. Educate 

at Eton. Done business in China. Now partner i 
Coutts' bank. Helped to found Free Library for S 
George's. Capital Councillor ; cannot be spared. 

Previous Public Services—V. ; L.C.C., Corns. (1, 5,' 
12, 19, and 24). Attendances—P. 441, A. 278. 

ST. PANCRAS-EAST. 
Pop. 61,337. Electors 7,508. 

Parliamentary Election. 

Gibb—L 
Webster—C 

1885. 1886. 
2,417 
2,151 

Webster- C 
Gibb—L 

2,32 
1,82 

50 

1,25 
1,05 

47 

Majority—L 266 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
N.Robinson—P 1.824 H. S. Samuel—M 
T. B. Westacott—M... 1,649 F. E. Hallett—I 

H. W. Hobart—P 
NATHAN ROBINSON, P., Gladstone House, Kentis 

Town. Age 63. 
Previous Public Services—V. (St. Pancras, 17 years) 

Burial Board (3 years) ; G. (11 years) ; Met. Asylui 
Board (6 years); L.C.C., Corns. (1,17, 20). Attendances- 
P. 402, A. 248. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—5. 

Mr. N. Robinson is a Progressive, who has coalescei 
with Mr. Westacott, who is, or was, a Moderate. Mi 
Robinson is the oniy Progressive who has had any con 
nection with the drink traffic. He is an ex-publican, bu 
he is in favour of the policy of the Council. He ha 
worked hard on the Asylum Committee and the Healtl 
Committee. He looks like a fat, jolly publican, and i 
full of shrewd common sense. Although he opposed Mi 
McDougall at first, thinking his policy somewhat harsh a 
the first licensing session, he is in favour of the policy o 
the Council, and is strongly in favour of the election o 
women. 

Majoity—LU 4,157 
THOMAS BENTLEY WESTACOTT, M., 74, Camdei 

Road, Camden Town. Age 52. Auctioneer. 
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Previous Public Services—V. (St. Pancras, 17 years); 
L.C.C., Corns. (8 (chmn.), 12, 16, 18, and 23). Atten¬ 
dances—P. 347, A. 244. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
No-4, 15, 16. 
Qualified—1, 3, 5, 6, 7. 

Mr. Westacott is the man who, eighteen years ago, 
commenced the agitation against gates and bars, and he 
is still pressing to make our streets completely free. He 
is a teetotaler of thirty years standing. He is in favour 
of purchasing the tramways, and generally in favour of 
the administrative and labour policy of the Council. A 
Moderate, he is one of the most progressive of Moderates, 
regular in his attendance at the Council, and both parties 
would regret his disappearance from the Council. 

Mr. Yallop is a Socialist candidate. 

ST. PANCRAS—NORTH. 
Pop 52,351. Electors, 6,332. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Bolton L 2,380 Baillie—C 
Baillie—C 1,915 Bolton—L 

Majority-L 465 C 
Bye-election, March 4th, 1890. 

Bolton—L 2,657 
Graham—C 2,549 
Leighton— Ind. U 29 

2,074 
1,813 

261 

Majority—L 
County Council Election, 1889. 

108 

Elected. 
T. H. Williams—P 1,536 
C. L.Lewes—P 1,128 

Defeated. 
W. J. Wetenhall, 

M.B.W.—I 
J. W. Dixon—M 
J. Leighton—I 

1,087 
1,051 

614 
THOMAS HOWELL WILLIAMS, P., 58, Lady 

Margaret Road, N.W. Age 49. 
Previous Public Services—V. (St. Pancras); L.C.C., 

Corns. (1, 7, 10, 13 (chmn.), 15, 20). Attendances—P. 
511, A. 367. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-4, 5, 6. 

Mr. Howell Williams is the Chairman of the Main 
Drainage Committee. He is a capital good working 
member of the Council. He has no fear of the ratepayer 
before his eyes, believing that a liberal expenditure is an 
improvement upon parsimony in the long run. He has 
found the hard work of the Council a better prescription 
for his health than he has ever received from any physician. 
Before he was on the Council he broke down in health 
constantly, and had to go every year abroad for complete 
rest. He now takes his rest in Spring ("ardens, and 
flourishes upon it. He stands in brotherly love and 
unity with Mr. Wetenhall, his Moderate colleague in the 
representation. 

Mr. Wetenhall, M., although a Moderate, is good 
enough man for Mr. H. Williams to coalesce with. More 
need not be said. 

Mr. John Leighton has intimated his intention of going 
to the poll. 

ST. PANCRAS—SOUTH. 
Pop., 57,976. Electors, 5,327. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Goldsmid—L 2 225 Goldsmid—LU 
Maple—C 2 003 Beale—L 

Majority—L 222 LU 
County Council Election, 1889. 

1,915 
S97 

1,018 

Elected. 
J. Hutton—P... 
Colonel Edis-M 

1,672 
1,322 

620 
Defeated. 

W. H. Matthews—M. 
J. H. Burroughs—M... 577 
W. W. Bartlett (Social¬ 

ist) 277 
JOHN HUTTON, P., 10, Cumberland Terrace, Regent's 

Park. Age 50. 
Previous Public Services — L.C.C., Corns. (1, 3, 4, 6. 

7, 10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 23). Attendances—P. 496, A. 280. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes—1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16. 
No—5, 6. 
Qualified—2, 11, 14. 
Unanswered—9. 

After Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Burns, no Councillor has 
made such a reputation in the last three years as Mr 
John Hutton. He is an independent Progressive, a hard¬ 
working man, with a level head on him, whose return to 
the next Council is a necessity for London. See " Some 
Municipal Statesmen." 

Col. ROBINSON EDIS, M., 14, Fitzroy Square. 
Age 52. Architect. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (3, 7). Atten¬ 
dance—P. 224, A. 89. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—2, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13. 
No—1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 15, 16. 
Qualified—3, 14. 

Colonel Edis has been on the whole a good working 
member. He is a Moderate, and an authority on sanita¬ 
tion. He is against the election of women in the County 
Council. He is against the political work of the Council, 
but in favour of much of its committee work; most 
emphatically in favour of rideling London of its slums. 

Mr. C. S, Davis is the Socialist candidate, 

Lord LAMINGTON, M., 26, Wilton Crescent. 
Age 31. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes-8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15. 
No—3, 5, 6, 16. 
Qualified—1, 2, 4, 7. 
Unanswered—14. 

Lord Lamington is one of the noble lords whose candi¬ 
dature seems doomed to failure. He thinks that the 
revenues of the City of late years have been administered 
most efficiently and with a view to the public benefit. 
He is in favour of acquiring the tramways, but not of 
working them. He is against buying up slum property, 
nor would he have the Council compete in trade with 
the ratepayers. He thinks that to tax the ground land¬ 
lords would increase the rental of small properties and 
tenements. The Progressive policy, he thinks, would lead 
to an increase of rates, and make the electors shareholders 
in a gigantic speculation with unlimited liability. Mr. 
Lazarus comments thus on Lord Lammgton's candida¬ 
ture :—" He hves not in your midst; knows nothing of 

your wants; and has earned no fraction of your con¬ 
fidence by any services that you can discover." Mr. 
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Henry Lazarus, who denounces Lord Lamington, is a 
St. Pancras vestryman. 

Mr.Hutton's colleague, Captain Sheffield, P., is an ex- 
naval officer. After growing indigo on a thousand square 
miles on a territory in India, settled in London some 
thirteen years ago, and has been a pillar of strength to the 
teetotalers ever since. He is one of the most active mem¬ 
bers on the Board of Management of the London Tem¬ 
perance Hospital. He has been Grand-Worthy Chief 
Templar. If ho is elected he may be relied upon to give 
the publican no quarter whenever he gets a chance. 

ST. PANCRAS—WEST. 
Pop., 64,534. Electors, 6,486. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Lawson—L 
James—C 

2,954 Lawson—L 
2,485 Graham—C 

2,563 
2.503 

60 

1,198 

Majority—L 469 L 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
II. L. W. Lawson, M.P. J. H. Allen—P 

—P 2,800 F. G. Baker (M B.W.) H. H. Raphael—M 1,594 —M 738 
Lord CARRINGTON, P., Wycombe Abbey, Wycombe, 

Bucks. Age 48. 
Previous Public Services—M.P. from 1865 to 1888 ; M. 

Roy. Com. Housing Working Classes; Gov. N. S. Wales 
1885 to 1890. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—2, 4, 5. 

West St. Pancras is very fortunate in having two can¬ 
didates whose return will distinctly raise the intellectual 
and social level of the Council. Lord Carrington is one 
of the most promising of the younger Liberal peers, and is 
best known on account of his brilliant administration of the 
government of New South Wales. When he left Sydney, he was so overwhelmed with addresses, that the Sydney Bulletin represented him being compelled to lighten the 
train as soon as he got out of sight of Sydney by throwing them out of the window. He is a Liberal who has 
travelled a great deal in many lands, and has a capacity which led some to think he would be the next chairman of the London County Council. It is doubtful, however, whether he would be able to spare sufficient time for the 
work, and it is certain that at present he has not got a 
grasp of the subjects with which the Council has to deal. He and his colleague issue one address for the two which covers the whole of the progressive programme. 

Dr. W. J. COLLINS, P., 1, Albert Terrace, Regent's Park. Age 32. 
Previous Public Services—M. Roy. Com. Vaccination, Hon. Sec. Univ. of London Lib. Assoc. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16. No—6. 
Qualified—2, 4, 5. 

After the soldiers, the doctors contribute most candi¬ dates from the professions, and of all the doctors in the field none is so brilliant as Dr. W. J. Collins, who is one of the youngest but one of the most successful of all the London medicals. He swept off almost all the honours that were open to him in the medical schools 

and the London University, and in 1887 carried off 
the gold medal in the examination in Public Health. 
It was the second gold medal that has been conferred 
since the London University came to be. He is a great 
eye doctor, and has written a profound work on " Speci¬ 
ficity and Evolution in Disease." He is surgeon to the 
London Temperance Hospital, and was secretary to the 
London University Liberal Association. Ho was one of 
the Royal Commissioners in the recent enquiry into 
vaccination, and took a leading part in the cross- 
examination of witnesses. When he and Lord Carrington are returned to the Council, they will be held to con¬ 
stitute the most valuable elements of the new blood 
introduced into the governing body of London. 

F. G. Baker and C. B. Marlay are the two Moderate 
candidates. 

STRAND. 
Pop., 80,036. Electors, 11,392. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1880. 

Smith—C 5,645 Smhh-C 5,034 Johnson—L 2,486 Skinner—L 1,508 

Majority-C 3,159 C 
Bye-Elections. 

Aug. 11th, 1S86 Oct. 27th, 1891. 
Smith—C. Unopposed Smith—C 

Gutteridge—L 

3,526 

4,952 
1,946 

3,006 Majority—C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Sir Augustus Harris— E. C. Keevil—P 1,284 M 2,146 J. Bonthron—(M.B.W.) 894 
Capt. Probyn—M 1,407 E. Curtice—P 822 

S. D. Laing—M 597 
W. Emden 498 
J. R. Hale 55 

Major PROBYN, M., 55, Grosvenor Street, W., is 
a retired officer, a Tory, and the proprietor of Hooper's Mineral Waters. 

W. Emden, M. 

TOWER HAMLETS—BOW AND BROMLEY. 
Pop. 82,406. Electors 9,412. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Robson—L 3,419 Colomb—C 2,967 Colomb—C 2,738 Robson—L 2,396 

Majority—L 681 C 571 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
W. Hunter—M 2,159 E. Rider Cook (M.B.W.) Miss Jane Cobden—P 2,045 —P 1,722 

J. H. Howard—M 1,561 
WILLIAM WALLACE BRUCE, P., 17, Sussex Gardens. 

Hyde Park. Age 46. 
Previous Public Services—Connected with Toynbee Hall. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified—4. 

Mr. Bruce lives near Hyde Park, but he has for some 
years past taken an active part in Toynbee Hall. He is Mr. 
Barnett's candidate, and has a thorough-going pro¬ 
gramme, including the levying of municipal death duties 
on land. 
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BENJAMIN COOPER, P., Labour, 170, Stepney 
Green, E. Ago 38. Sec. Cigar Makers' Mutual Assoc. 

Answers to Questions ; 
Yes—1, 2,3,4, 7, 8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
No-5, 6. 

Mr. Benjamin Cooper is a cigar maker, and one of 
the labour candidates whose return appears to be a 
foregone conclusion. He has lived in the East End 
of London for eighteen years, and for the last 
twelve has been an active Radical and trades unionist. 
As president of the Tower Hamlets Radical Club, 
one of Tims' men on the Radical Federation, and 
delegate of the Municipal Reform League, he has had 
part in most of the political movements in London in 
late years. He is the secretary of the Cigar Makers' 
Mutual Association, and for seven years has been a dele¬ 
gate on the London Traeles Council, and for seven years a 
member of tha Executive. He has been an active pro¬ 
pagandist of trade unionism, and took a leading part in 
the settlement of the dispute between Bryant and May and their match girls. He is in favour of working the 
tramways as well as of buying them, and does not approve of the pohcy of postponing technical education until the 
City Companies can be dealt with. 

Mr. Lescher, M., starch manufacturer, and Mr. Barnet, 
M., barrister, of the Middle Temple, are the two Moderate 
candidates. 

Mr. A. S. Bird has had considerable experience on the 
local vestry. 

TOWER HAMLETS—LIMEHOUSE. 
Pop., 50,318. Electors, 6,342. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Norris-C 2,566 Norris-C ". 2,230 
MiDchin—L 1,676 Scrutton—L 1,428 

Majority—C 890 C 802 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
J.Ambrose—P 1,817 R.Johnson 1,243 A. Leon—P 1,684 J. Abbott—(M.B.W.) 1,067 

J. H. H. Cox 204 
A. L. LEON, P., 44, Russell Square. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C. 

Age 37. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8,9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-5, 6. 
Qualified—10. 

Blr. Leon is a young stockbroker who, at the age of 
34, decided he had made enough money, and that he 
could afford to devote the rest of his time to the ser¬ 
vice of the public. In this he was cordially supported by his wife, and he has workeel very hard on the Council 
over since. On the music hall question, he thinks that 
no place should be licensed to which a man would be 
ashamed to take his wife and daughter. He would 
strongly approve of the multiplication of good music 
halls. 

WILLIAM PEARCE, P., Chemical Works, Bow Com¬ 
mon. Age 38. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—3. 
Unanswered— 5. 

Mr. Pearce is a chemist, and head of the great chemical 
works in Bow Common Road. He has a high reputation 
as an employer, pensioning off his work-people when they 
are old, and paying them half wages during sickness. He 
is only thirty-eight years of age, and would be a useful 
addition to the County Council in many ways. 

Mr. Hirsch, a Moderate candidate, is one of tho 
owners of the Copenhagen Oil Mills. 

Mr. H. Cox, a Moderate candidate, is a local man who 
is quite sure that the majority of the Council have 
entirely mistaken their duties, and wishes to be returned 
in order to teach the next Council how to do better. 

TOWER HAMLETS—POPLAR. 
Pop., 74,104. Electors, 9,575. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Green—L 4,090 Buxton—L 
Onslow—C 2,113 Welby—C 

2,903 
2,827 

76 Majority—L 1,977 L 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
W. P. Bullivant—M... 2,925 Hon. R. C. Grosvenor 
J. McDougall—P 2,345 —P 2,215 

J. Lenanton—M 1,363 
J. McDOUGALL, P., Clifton House, Greenwich Park 

Age 47. 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C. (3 years). 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—4, 5, 10. 

Mr. McDougall (see " Municipal Statesmen "), is a 
hard worker. He does nothing else but attend to 
County Council business, and is full of ideas for the 
improvement of London, and the removal of those evils 
which tend to demoralise and debase the community. 
He is said to know every inmate of the Insane Asylums 
personally, and is the favourite butt of many other half¬ 
witted persons, who are not only at large, but who writo 
in some London newspapers. 

WILLIAM CROOKS, P., 28, Northumberland Street, 
E. Age 39. 

Previous Public Services— Vice-Chmn. Lit. Research. 
Association, Delegate London Trades Council. 

Answers to Questions • 

Yes-2, 3, 7, 8, 9,10,11, 12, 13,14,15,16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—4, 5. 
Unanswered—1. 

Mr. William Crooks is a journalist cooper, who is so 
highly esteemed by his fellow workers that they are 
raising a fund to keep him during his three years term 
of office. He is an advocate of freeing the Great Eastern 
Railway Ferry across the river to Greenwich, anel in this 
Mr. McDougall agrees with him. The re-adjustment of 
the financial burden has reduced the Poplar rate by 1.'d. 
in the £. 

Mr. WILLIAM BULLIVANT, 3, Palace Court Man¬ 
sions. Age 35. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (2, and 10). 
endances—P. 249, A. 194. 
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Answers to Questions: 
Yes—2, 3. 8, 9, 11, 14. 
No—4, 6,7, 12, 15, 16. 
Qualified—1, 5, 10,13. 

Mr. W. P. Bullivant, M., is a young man, a Moderate 
whose programme is more Progressive than most of his 
neighbours. He has been a member for the Blackwall 
Tunnel, and has worked hard for that. He does not feel 
called to endeavour to reform the general morals of the 
metropolis. " Being a business man, he makes no promises 
to accomplish the impossible." 

TOWER HAMLETS - STEPNEY. 
Pop., 58,122. Electors, 6,657. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Durant—L 2,045 Isaacson—C 
Isaacson—C 2,035 Wright-L 

2,237 
1,735 

502 Majority—L 10 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Captain W. S. Beau- J, Woollen—P 1,310 

mont—M 1,808 J. T. Kemp-M 1,185 
B. F. C. Costelloe—P 1,322 

STEADMAN, W. C, P., Labour, 49, Rectory Square, 
Stepney, E. 

Mr. W. C. Steadman is a Labour candidate for Stepney. 
He is the secretary of the Barge Builders' Union, and is 
a member of Mile End Vestry, who, after living all his 
life in Tower Hamlets, now seeks to represent Stepney 
on the County Council. He is treasurer of the London 
Trades Council, treasurer of the Labour Representation 
League, and a member of the Hearts of Oak. He pro¬ 
poses to give the County Council everything that it can 
lay hands on, beginning with water, gas, tramways, 
markets, docks, wharves, land, houses, metropolitan 
charities, the property of the City Companies, and the 
police. He also advocates the establishment of a Labour 
Bureau after the fashion of that working in Paris. He 
is energetically supported by Mr. Tom Mann, who looks 
forward to seeing eight Trades Unionists on the Council. 

Yates, W. B., P., The Temple, E.C. 
The seconel candidate, Mr. Yates, has adopted the Pro¬ 

gressive programme, and will be elected, if elected at all, 
chiefly through the support of the Women's Liberal 
Association. 

Mr. J. D Kemp, M., the second Moderate candidate, 
was defeated by six votes in 1889. He is a prominent 
Nonconformist, anel must feel somewhat uncomfortable 
in his present company. 

Mr. J. Loftus, M., is one of the Moderate candidates. 

TOWER HAMLETS-ST. GEORGE'S. 
Pop., 49,382. Electors 3,717. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Ritchie-C 1,744 Ritchie—C 
Salomons—L 1,180 Eve—L 

Majority—C 564 C 
Bye-election, August 12th, 1886. 

Ritchie—C 1,546 
Eve—L 888 

1,561 
1,076 

485 

County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected. Defeated. 

R. S. Sly (M.B.W)—P 1,146 F. W. Dellow—M 558 
P. M. Martineau—P... 786 R. G. Hall—M 175 

P. M. MARTINEAU, P., 6, Christian Street, E. Age 
60. 

Previous Public Services—J.P. (Middlesex, London, 
and Tower Liberty) ; G.; M. Met. Asylum Board; Sch. 
Bd. Manager; L.C.C., Corns. (1, chmn.; 7, 11, 18,21). 
Attendances-P. 657, A. 402). 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 
Qualified-5, 10. 

Mr. Martineau ought to have been included among our " Municipal Statesmen." As Chairman of the Asylums 
Committee he has done admirable work, and has per¬ 
formed his duties in a way which won him the admira 
tion both of the Moderates and Progressives. 

ANDREW MERCER, Labour P. Age 32. Seaman. 
Answers to Questions: 

Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No-6. 

Mr. A. Mercer is a district secretary of the Sailors' and 
Firemens' Union, and is a labour candidate who advo¬ 
cates the control by the Council of the docks. Mr. 
Mercer includes in his programme a proposal that the 
County Council should not only permanently provide 
music in all open spaces in the summer, but that it 
should establish concert-halls which should provide good 
music, either free or at a nominal sum. Mr. Mercer 
has been vice-president of the Labour Council of the 
Port of London, and is now treasurer of the Federated 
Trades and Labour Unions. 

FREDERICK J. W. DELLOW, M., 72-73, St. George 
Street. Age 54. Cottonwaste merchant. 

Previous Public Services—Trustee People's Palace; 
Gov. Whitechapel Foundations; G. (Chmn.); L.S.B. 
(6 years). 

Answers to Questions:— 
Yes-2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14. 
No—4, 15, 16. 
Qualified—5. 
Unanswered—1, 3, 6, 7, 12. 

Mr. Dellow is a cottenwaste merchant, and a candidate 
of the local Conservatives. He is Chairman of the Board 
of Guardians, and represented Tower Hamlets on the 
School Board for six years. He was beaten in 1889 by a 
heavy majority, and was again defeated last School Board 
election. He is opposed to the election of women as 
members of the County Council, and to the union of the 
City with greater London. 

TOWER HAMLETS—MILE END. 
Pop., 47,491. Electors, 5,618. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Charrington —C 2,091 Charrington—L Hart—L 1,442 White-C 
Ayrton—L 420 

Majority—C 658 

Majority—C 229 
(uver both.) 

County Council Election, 1889. 
Elected Defeated 

F. N. Charrington—P 1,424 R. Hirst—M 
A. J. Hollington—P... 1,265 F. J. Reilly—M 

2,110 
1,281 

829 

1,187 
1,172 

This content downloaded  on Tue, 1 Jan 2013 12:33:40 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


The Candidates and the Constituencies. ' 
99 

A. JORDAN HOLLINGTON, P., Forty Hill, Enfield. 
Age 46. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C.; L. Com. C.; Com. 
Sewers. 

Answers to Questions : 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No - 5, 6. 
Qualified—4. 

Mr. A. J. Hollington is a wholesale merchant, who has 
the largest clothing establishment in London. He has 
served on the Common Council, and is one of the Com¬ 
missioners of Sewers for London. Although a large em¬ 
ployer of labour, he is in favour of the labour policy of 
the Council. He is one of the largest growers of 
orchids in London. 

F. N. CHARRINGTON, P., 31, Mile End Road, E., is so 
well known that it is hardly necessary to say anything 
about him. He is Mr. Chavrington, of the Great 
Assembly Hall in the Mile End Road, and has the enthu¬ 
siastic support of the Dockers' Union and all the temper¬ 
ance people, and as he has 1,250 members in the church 
of which he is superintendent, his return is regarded as a 
sure thing. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (18); At¬ 
tendances—P. 168, A. 90. 

Mr. R. Hirst, M., is the proper man to fight Mr. Char¬ 
rington because he is a publican, and his large public- 
house in the Mile End Road may be regarded as the 
headquarters of the opposition to Mr. Charrington, of the 
Assembly Hall. He is in favour of taking over the gas 
and water and equalising the poor rates. He has taken 
a good share in the local government of the district. 

Mr. H. Roberts, M., is not a publican, but a cooper, 
being a leading partner in the Crown Cooperage Works. 
He is a business man and an Overseer, and asserts that his 
business capacity and experience would enable him to 
deal with all matters which come before the County 
Council. 

TOWER HAMLETS-WHITECHAPEL. 
Pop., 71,314. Electors, 5,795. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Montagu—L 2,353 Montagu—L 
Cowan—C 1,972 Trench-C 

Majority—L 381 L 
County Council Election, 1889. 

2,179 
1,592 

587 

L 

Elected. Defeated. 
S. M.Samuel—P 1,523 M Abrahams—M 1,205 
C. Tarling—P 1,477 J. Harris—I 854 

T. Catmur—P 845 
H. W. Henderson—M 512 

CHAS. TARLING, P 40, Middlesex Street, Aldgate. 
Age 45. Manufacturer and warehouseman. 

Previous Public Services—V. (Islington); B.W. 
(Whitechapel); Pres. Whitechapel Lib. and Rad. Assoc.; 
Vice-Pres. North Islington Lib. and Rad. Assoc.; L.C.C., 
Corns. (1, 2, 10, 11, 18). Attendances—P. 427, A. 217. 

Mr. C. Tarling is an East End manufacturer and ware¬ 
houseman. He has displayed a fair average of ability 
and assiduity in the discharge of his duties. He has 
twice been asked to stand as Liberal candidate for 
Parliament, but has decided to devote his whole time to 
the reform of the government of London. He has had a 
good deal of experience in local administration. 

Mr. THOMAS CATMUR, P., 66, High Street, White- 
chapel. Age 59. 

Previous Public Services—Vice-Chairman Board of 
Guardians ; District Board of Works 20 years ; Metro¬ 
politan Asylums Board ; Chairman of Free Library; Overseer and Churchwarden. 

Answers to Questions: 
Yes-1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
No—6. 
Qualified—5. 

Mr. Thomas Catmur has been asked by the Liberal 
Association to contest the seat in conjunction with Mr. 
Tarling, to whom he says " Ditto." He thinks it would 
be as well to do something for technical education with¬ 
out waiting for the wealth of the City Companies. 

Mr. John Hawkins, M., is a wholesale grocer, and 
treasurer of the Conservative Association, who has had 
some experience in parochial politics. 

Mr. Elmin H. D'Avigdor is said to be a Portuguese 
Jew, who has been brought forward to secure the Jewish 
vote in Whitechapel for the Moderates. The experience 
which London has had of Sir Walter De Souza is not 
calculated to encourage them to return more Portuguese 
to the Council. 

WANDSWORTH. 
Pop., 66,792. Electors, 13,211. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Ki ruber—C 
Wallace—L 

4,459 
3,283 

Kimber—C Unopposed 

1,176 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
W. H Dickinson—P 3,232 C. Mortimer-M 2,631 
G. B. Longstaff—M 2,837 J. J. Richmond — 

Socialist 927 
Mr. DICKINSON, P., is a candidate whose return ought 

to be assured. (See " Municipal Statesmen ".) 
Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (1,5,7, 12, 15 

Chmn., 16 Vice-Chmn., 18,20, and 23). Attendances— 
P. 693, A. 489. 

Dr. LONGSTAFF is a Moderate, who should be returned 
as Mr. Dickinson's colleague. He has worked fairly well, 
but has opposed most of the reforms which Mr. Dickin¬ 
son has advocated. His atldress sounds the keynote of 
opposition to the County Council's having anything to do 
except administer. He is in favour of a better regulation 
of the water supply, but is against taking over the gas. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (3, 9, 13, and 
22 Chmn.) Attendances—P. 372, A. 264. 

Sir George Heron Maxwell, M., is in favour of encourag¬ 
ing private enterprise, and deprecates any increase of the 
po°wers of the Council. He especially opposes any transfer 
of the licensing of public-houses to the Council. He is a 
resident in Walworth, and relies upon the Tory vote to 
throw out one of the best members of the Council. 

Mr. John Ward, the Socialist navvy, is standing ap¬ 
parently because it is the constituency where he has less 
chance of getting returned than any other in London. 
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IOO The County Council Election. 

WOOLWICH. 
Pop., 74,693. Electors, 11,631. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Hughes—C 4,760 Hughes—C 
Hozier—L 3,549 Evatts—L 

Majority—C 1,211 C 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Colonel Hughes, M.P. R. Green—P 

(MB.W)-M 5,140 J. Watts—P 
J. R. Rentoul— M 3,795 

4,647 
2,811 

1,836 

2,430 
2,417 

Colonel HUGHES, I. M., the well-known member of 
the Metropolitan Board of Works, declaresthat his previous 
services are "too numerous to mention." He is sufficiently 
independent to refuse to unite with the other Conserva¬ 
tive candidate. He has been dubbed the " Artful 
Dodger" of municipal politics, and if the Moderates by 
any chance were to obtain a majority it is possible he 
might be a Deputy-chairman. He approves of buying 
the tramways if the first experiment proves satisfactory. 

Previous Public Services—L.C.C., Corns. (2, 3, 5, 12,15, 
16, 19, and 23). Attendances—P. 468 ; A. 156. 

Mr. JOLLY, the Progressive candidate, has practically 
coalesced with Colonel Hughes. He was Mr. Gladstone's 
Chairman from 1868 to 1880, when he represented Green¬ 
wich. For thirty-four years he has taken a leading part 
in all local administration, and when he appeared in the 
Town Hall nearly every member of the Woolwich 
Local Board stood by his side, includ'ng Colonel 
Hughes, the solicitor of the Board. The mover of 
the vote of confidence was a Gladstonian, the seconder 
a Unionist, and the supporter a Tory. Mr. Jolly 
is an advocate of the complete purification of the 
Thames, but he is not prepareel to place the 
police under the control of the County Council. Not 
having been on the County Council, he fails to see that 
there is any useful work there for women, but when he 
gets there if he finds out his mistake he will advocate 
their election. He demands additional recreation grounds, 
and improved and increased railway facilities at cheap 
rates between London and the suburbs. 

Mr. William Hicks, Tory, is the nominee of Dr. Ren¬ 
toul. He is a young man of twenty-seven, son of Mr. Henry 
Hicks, of the London Central Markets. He is a solicitor 
and fights solely on party lines, declaring that any Unionist elector who votes for a so-called Independent will be false to his party and to hi3 country. 

Mr. Chambers is the labour candidate, who has not 
got the ghost of a chance. He is a pensioned mechanic 
from the Royal Arsenal, and is brought forward by the 
Socialists and some of the Trade Unionists. 

WESTMINSTER. 
Pop., 60,175. Electors, 7,987. 

Parliamentary Election. 
1885. 1886. 

Burdett-Coutts—C 3,991 Burdett-Coutts—C 
Beesly—L 1,736 Unopposed 

Majority— C 2,255 
County Council Election, 1889. 

Elected. Defeated. 
Sir Walter de Souza— J. Coppen—P 

M 1,539 Hon. A. J. G. Pon- 
V. J. Watney—M 1,482 sonby—P 

De Pinna 
W. L. Josephs 

The Earl of ILCHESTER, M. 

1,115 

1,181 
455 
88 

Sir Walter de Souza, 35, Albert Mansions, is a Mode¬ 
rate candidate seeking re-election. He was Chairman 
of the Committee on the Council Chambers and Offices. 
He is a Portuguese, who has added nothing to the strength 
of the Council, and had much better be removed and rele¬ 
gated to his Portuguese Consul-Generalship. He is a 
Knight of the Golden Spear and a Commander of the 
Order of Christ, but he has not done much to remove the 
prejudice against the Portuguese which causes all 
Anglo-Africans to regard them as matter in the wrong 
place. 

Mr. Stewart Ross is the Progressive candidate. 

The "REVIEW OF REVIEWS" will be sent to any part of the world post free for 
twelve months on receipt of 8s. 6d. 
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ONE SHILLING, 

A GUIDE TO ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
By S. R. Bottove, Author of " Elpctricat Instrument Making," " Electro MotorB," " Electric Bells,'' &c. 
A popular guide by a well-known writer, giving in clear and easily understood language the information necessaiy to those a^out to intro¬ 

duce the electric light into their dwellings. iShirt'y. 
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WALKER'S ELECTRICITY IN OUR HOMES AND WORKSHOPS. 
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IN THE COUNTIES: 
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by 

G. J. MICHELL, B.A. London; 

E. H. SMITH, Assoc. R.U. Sci. London. 
Crown Svo. Price Is. net. Post Free, Is. 2d. 

" A book which can be heartily commended."—Metropolitan. 
Of all Booksellers, and. 

GEORGE PHILIP & SON, 32, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 

TRAIN YOUR MOUSTACHE IN THE 
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WATER FOR 
L 

10,000,000 Gallons of PURE SPRING WATER can be supplied 

daily to any part of London within a few months. 

Mr. CLAUD MONOKTON, O.E., of 28, Victoria-street, 

Westminster, reports :— 

" From practical pumping tests, extending ovei several consecutive clays 
" and nights, I estimate the present amount of water available from your 
" 

existing wells to be at least ten million gallons per twentj'-four hours, and 
" I am of opinion that by a further system of sinking and driving adits on 
" 

your property this supply could be doubled, and can be taken from your 
" reservoirs at Harefield Grove by gravitation to any desirable point in die 
" 

Metropolitan area,.'' 

The purity of this water is guaranteed, by the fact that 

Dr. PERCY F. FRANKLAND, after subjecting it to analyses, 

certifies as follows :— 

" The water is in fact of most excellent quality for drinking and all 
" other dietetic purposes. All three samples are hard water, but their hardness 
" is neither excessive nor much greater than that of the Kiver water supplied 
" to London, whilst it is less than that of the Kent Company's Deep Well 
" Chalk Water. The hardness also being of the kind known as ' 

temporary,' 
" could be greatly reduced by treatment with Clark's process. After such 
" treatment the water would be unsurpassed for all domestic purposes." 
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