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The 
Independent Labour 

Party 

Itatement of 
Principles. 
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The I.L.P. is formed for the purpose of establishing in Britain a form of social 
1 organisation which will rescue the working classes from their present |:ondition 

of poverty and industrial slavery; in other words for the establishiij g of thar 
which is known as Socialism. 

The I.L.P. is the political outcome of Trade Unionism, and for th s reason, 
and also that its efforts are specially directed to the immediate amelioration of 
the condition of the working classes, it has borne from its origin, and stili 
decides to retain, the name of " Labour " 

party. 
At the same time, it refuses to confine the term merely to manual workers, 

and includes in it all those who, whether by brain or hand, are doing social 
service. 

In the same way, by the term " Labour Members," it means a member of 
Parliament, or other governing body, who is prepared at all costs to himself, 
and regardless of the convenience of other political parties, to press foiward the 
programme and the principles identified with the cause of Labour. 

Any man, therefore, of honest life, who accepts its piinciples, is eligible 
for membership in the I.L.P., and may be consistently selected by that party 
to represent it, even though he has never performed a single act of manual toil 
for wage in his life. 

On the other hand, it refuses to recognise as " Labour " memt >ts those 
who, although drawn from the ranks of the manual workers, ally themselves 
with the proprietary class, and spend their energies in opposing the independent 
political organisation of Labour. Indeed, it regards these men in the same 
light as Trade Unionists on strike or locked-out regard those who supplant 
them in the workshop. 

It does not follow that because a man is, or has been, a manual labourer, 
that he is therefore more honest or intelligent than any other member of the 
community. The I.L.P. does not consider so much a man's social position, 
which is a mere accident of birth, but rather the nature of his beliefs, and the 
extent of his will to fight for them. 

Under present social conditions all the essentials of life are owned and 
controlled by a section of society who are thereby enabled to hold in virtual 
slavery and to condemn to poverty and degrading labour the rest of the 
pooulation. 



These essentials of life are the raw material contained in or on the earth's 
crust, and known as " land," and all the tools, machinery, buildings, railways, 
and other results of past labour, sometimes termed capital, and used for the 
purpose of working the raw material into the finished commodity, and dis¬ 
tributing it among the community. 

This land and capital are used only for the. purposes of profit-making by 
the proprietary class, who are thereby maintained in idleness, fed, clothed, 
housed, and supplied with luxuries, at the expense and by the exertions of the 
labouring population. Unless the labourer can produce value largely in excess 
of the wages he receives, he is refused access to the means of life, and land 
and capital are thrown idle. 

By reason of the fact that the labouring classes are compelled to produce 
more than their wages will allow them to purchase back for their own use, 
there is always a tendency for production to outstrip consumption. 

As soon as this artificial glut, or " overproduction," occurs, prices fall to 
the point at which it is no longer profitable to continue manufacturing. 
Industry then becomes paralysed, factories cease working and go on short 
time, men are discharged, and a depression of trade results. Thus society is 
confronted with the monstrous paradox that men are starving, naked, and 
homeless because of a glut of food, clothes, and materials for building cottages. 

The struggle of contending capitalists to gain each other's markets causes 
large quantities of machinery to be introduced, and more capital to be employed 
than is socially necessary. The productive power of the community has a 
constant tendency to increase, whilst the purchasing or consumptive power 
has a tendency to decrease by reason of the displacement of labour, conse¬ 
quently with every improvement of machinery depressions occur more 
frequently and last lo'nger. 

An unemployed class, varying, it may be, in its individuals and its 
numbers, but none the less always existing, is therefore the inevitable result of 
this system of profit-making. 

If the unemployed were permanently absorbed into the ranks of industry, 
profit-making would cease, and the proprietary class be disestablished. 

The proprietory class is therefore interested in opposing all measures 
which would have a tendency to solve the unemployed question. It opposes 
Eight Hour Bills in Parliament: it opposes, through Employers' Federations, 
trade union action for the same object, outside Parliament. It opposes any scheme for Parliament or Town Councils providing work for all desirous of it, and can always find plausible reasons for the policy of letting things alone. 
And naturally so, for the unemployed are vital to its existence. 

Should the agricultural labourer endeavour to gain access to the soil, and 
so free himself from landlord or farmer, even though large tracts of land are 
only partially cultivated, or not cultivated at all, he is debarred therefrom by Law. Should the miner desire to win from the earth the coal, upon which 
modern industry so largely depends, the same power prevents him doing so, even though factories may be standing idle and thousands perishing with cold. 
Should the weaver dare, without permission, to enter the factory to spin and 
weave cloth to cover our ragged poor, this same Law steps in, summarily 
ejects him and claps him into prison. Should the homeless wanderer seek the 
shelter of an empty house, unless he can pay the necessary rent, he also is 
forcibly ejected, and the legal penalty imposed. *& What, then, is this Law which keeps the mass of the people in destitute 
slavery, and forbids them supplying their needs when all the means to do so 
exist in overflowing abundance 
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It is when investigated merely a collection of orders made by Parliaments 
of landlords and capitalists for the protection of their privileges. It has no 
sanction in divine or moral justice, and stands condemned by its results. It 
depends for its enforcement upon the power to call in the police and, if neces¬ 
sary, the soldiery, to forcibly prevent the workers from gaining their livelihood 
without first providing the maintenance of the proprietary class. 

The existence of the plutocracy depends therefore solely on its control of 
the political machinery of the country, and the ultimate sanction of profit- 
making rests in the rifle of the soldier. 

Both Conservative and Liberal parties are agreed in supporting private 
ownership in the instruments of production for the purposes of profit-making. Their differences are merely superficial, and their programmes admittedly offer 
no solution of the problems of poverty. 

The I.L.P., therefore, regards them both as equally the enemies of Labour, 
and, in fact, merely as two sections of the entrenched forces of plutocracy. At 
the same time, the I.L.P. recognises that were positions reversed, while the 
system remained unchanged, those who are to-day oppressed would be equally 
ready to become oppressors. It is a generally recognised fact indeed that men 
risen from the manual labour class are usually the worst of taskmasters. The 
I.L.P. recognises also that among the proprietary class itself are many who, 
profoundly dissatisfied with existing social conditions, are devoting their lives 
to the cause of labour, and a still larger number who will be cheerfully ready to 
yield their right to tax the wealth of others when public opinion is sufficiently 
formulated to demand it. 

The I.L.P. is convinced that, when their unjust privileges are removed, 
and the higher incentive of social service substituted for the sordid one of profit- 
making, those now most energetic in their opposition to Socialism will be 
happier in devoting their abilities to the public welfare than they now are in 
exerting them for selfish advantage. 

The I.L.P., therefore, having the physical, moral, and intellectual develop- j_ 
ment of the whole community at heart, does not make war upon separate t 
individuals or classes, but upon the system which demoralises all individuals ^* 
and classes alike. 

Seeing, therefore, that profit-making has its base in the control of the 
armed forces of society, the I.L.P. aims at capturing the legislative and 
administrative machinery of the country, and when in possession of political 
power will supersede, as rapidly as circumstances will permit, the landlord and 
capitalist by the organised community. It asserts that— 

The true object of industry being the production of the requirements of life, the respon¬ 
sibility should rest with the community collectively. Therefore: 

The land being the storehouse of all the necessaries of life, should be declared and treats 
as public property. 

The capital necessary for industrial operations should be owned and used collectively. 
Work, and wealth resulting therefrom, should be equitably distributed over the populpj 

The supply of the essentials of life would then be arranged on somewl 
similar lines (though administered in a vastly different spirit) to such institutil 
as the Post Office, the Government Shipbuilding Yard, Municipal Trams, G* 
Water, and Electric Light Works, Public Roads, Ferries, Schools, LibrariJ 
and other forms of collective and communal enterprise. All these at one tin 
formed legitimate sources of private profit-making, but are now owned an^ 
controlled by the community for the public benefit. Each individual would be 
expected to contribute to the production of these essentials according to his 
capacity, and would be entitled to share in them according to his necessity. 



Working for such far-reaching changes, the I.L.P. recognises that the 
I mere winning of a few seats in Parliament or on Town Councils can achieve 

but littie whilst these bodies are controlled by a majority of the proprietary 
class. Its present object, therefore, is rather to formulate public opinion in 
favour of the necessary changes by contesting elections at every available 
opportunity, even though the probability of success be remote. Its object is 
to convert the electorate, and an election affords the best possible method of 
gaining the attention of the workers. When the electorate is converted, it 

I will itself convert the Parliaments. 
f The J.L.P. does not, however, deprecate the winning of seats, where 

[ ruch can b9 accomplished without the sacrifice of any principle. Progressive 
I legislation may be hastened and partial remedies advocated which, from their 

[ practical and reasonable character, must commend themselves to the mass of 
the population. 

As matters which are ripe for immediate legislation, and well within the 
range of practical politics, it advocates the enactment of the following 
measures :— 

I.—A maximum eight-hour working-day, a six days' working-week, with the retention of 1 all existing holidays, and Labour Day, May ist, secured by law. 
2. - The provision of work to all capable adult applicants at recognised trade union 

rates, with a statutory minimum of sixpence per hour. 
I In order to remuneratively employ the applicants, Parish, District, Borough, and 

County Councils to be invested with powers to: 
(aj Organise and undertake such industries as they may consider desirable. 
(6) Compulsorily acquire land; purchase, erect, or manufacture buildings, stock, or 

other articles for carrying on such industries 
(c) Levy rates on the rental values of the district, and borrow money on the security 

of such rates for any of the above purposes. 
3 -State Pensions for every person over 50 years of age, and adequate provision for all 

1 widows, orphans, sick, and disabled workers 
j 4 —Free, secular, primary, secondary, and university education, with free maintenance 
f while at school or university. 

5 —The raising of the age of child-labour, with a view to its ultimate extinction. 
6.—W unicipalisation and public control of the Drink Traffic 
7.—-Abolition of indirect taxation, and the gradual transference of all public burdens on 

to unearned incomes with a view to their ultimate extinction. 
The ^dependent Labour Party is also in favour of every proposal for extending Ftectoral ri »hts to both-men and-womezvaod democratising-thesystem-of Government. 
The i.L.P., moreover, heartily sympathises with, and actively participates 

in, all forms of industrial organisation tending to bring about the unity of the 
workers, and to limit or supersede the powers of the proprietary class. 

-'^Accordingly it strenuously supports the Trade Union and Co-operative Move- 
kients and the Friendly Societies ; and it regards these voluntary institutions - 
^B not only immediately benefiting the industrial classes, but as likely to form 
^^vthe future necessary parts of that social organisation towards the establish- 
^it of which the I.L.P. is striving. 

^Issued by the National Administrative Council of the 

^m Independent Labour Party. 

"' Caroline Martyn 
" Memorial Library. 

No. 2. 

Labour Press Ltd., Printers, etc.. Arkwright Mills, Miller Street, Manchester. 
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