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WASTE LAND AND SURPLUS LABOUR. 

NOT 
long Bince I addressed you on the subject of Land theories, and 

suggested reforms; at which time I incidentally said something 
on the question of Waste Land, but having since devoted considerable 
attention to this special phase of the question, your committee did me 
the honour to invite me to address you on this subject. 

The question of our " Waste Land and Surplus Labour" is one of 
National importance—one to which should be directed the earnest 
attention of our statesmen and philanthropists. It is neither a party, 
nor a class question, and should never be made a mere party cry. 

If we really desire to see our surplus labour placed on our waste 
land and made reproductive, we must deal with the question as practical 
and business men, for theory will be of little avail, unless supported 
by experience. 

We cannot enter into minute details this evening, but I shall endea¬ 
vour to place before you such an array of facts and figures as will 
enable you to arrive at safe and sound conclusions. For this purpose I 
shall group the figures and give them in the gross, but in some cases it 
will be necessary to give a select number of examples—these shall be 
given for their general application, rather thnn for mere illustration, or 
for the support of any special theory. The figures which I shall quote 
have been selected with care, and tested and corrected by the most 
recent Parliamentary returns which I could obtain, and by such other 
testimony as appeared to deserve consideration, from the ability, care, 
experience, and opportunities of the writer. Authorities for every 
detail I cannot find time to quote, but I shall give references for all the 
most important statements. 

We have in the United Kingdom 77,286,911 acres, these ar,e dis¬ 
tributed as follows:— 
Under all kinds of crop, bare fallow and rotation grasses - 23,288,869 
Under permanent pastures of all kinds (parks and pre¬ 

serves included) 22,811,284 

Total under all kinds of cultivation - - 46,100,153 
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Spaco occupied by towns, villages, streams, and roods - 3,898,839 
Waste land (including mountain, moor, and glen) - - 27,287,919 

Or more than one third of the total area of the United Kingdom. 
This is distributed as follows :— 
England—Total area, 32,590,397 statute acres. 

Under all kinds of crops 13,274,408 
Permanent pasture of all kinds - - - - 10,096,094 

Total number of acres cultivated- - - 23,370,502 

Space occupied by towns, villages, roads and streams - 2,004,770 

Total waste land (nearly one-third) - - 7,215,125 
Wales— Total area of 4,734,486 statute acres. 

Under all kinds of crops 1,003,105 
Permanent pasture of all kinds - 1,527,534 

Total number of acres cultivated- - - 2,530,639 
Space occupied by towns, villages, roads, &c. - - - 234,437 

Waste lands (considerably over one-third) - - - 1,969,410 

Scotland—Total area, 19,639,377 statute acres. 
Under all kinds of crops 3,325,868 
Permanent pasture of all kinds- - - - 1,112,269 

Total number of acres cultivated - - - 4,438,317 

Space occupied by towns, villages, roads, and streams - 981,968 

Waste land (nearly two-thirds of total area) - - 14,219,272 
Ireland—Total area, 20,319,924 statute acres. 

Under all kinds of crops 5,596,824 
Permanent pasture of all kinds - 10,064,877 

Total number of acres cultivated - - 15,661,701 

Space occupied by towns, villages, roads, <fcc. - - - 677,664 

Waste Lands totally uncultivated - 3,998,559 
To this must be added 2,292,441 

Of land used simply to turn cattle into occasionally, but no more culti¬ 
vated than it was a thousand years ago. 

This would give a total for Ireland alone of 6,290,-000 



surplus Labour. 

Thus- the total of Waste, or uncultivated Lands for the United King¬ 
dom, are as follows :— 

Scotland, 14,219,272 
Ireland, 6,290,000 

England, 7,215,125 
Wales, 1,969,410 

Or a total of 29,694,807. 
Nearly 30 Millions of Acres 

Of these 30 millions of acres, at least one-half, or 15 millions of acres 
could be cultivated, and made to pay a fair per centage upon the capital 
invested, leaving 15 millions of acres for picturesque scenery, deer forests, 
game preserves, rabbit warrens, and similar purposes, and for places of 
recreation for the great mass of the people. Surely this is enough to 
satisfy the most ardent lover of field sports and out-door exercise. And 
here let me anticipate the objection so often urged, that we exaggerate 
in our estimate of the reclaimable lands. The Devon Commission stated 
in their report that there were jive millions of acres of reclaimable lands 
in Ireland; and thoy even recommended a measure for that purpose. 
Such a commission would be more likely to under-estimate than over¬ 
estimate the quantity capable of being reclaimed, and therefore we can 
well afford to accept their estimated average of five millions of acres. 

But we can well put, as a set off against the high figures which we 
have adopted, after due consideration, the fact that immense tracts of 
land in this country, and in Scotland, returned as under permanent 
pasture, are simply preserves for game, deer forests, and rabbit warrens, 
and in no sense are they used as pasturage for cattle. I therefore fully 
accept the figures as I have stated them, founded as tbey are on tbe 
able paper of Captain Maxse, published in the Fortniqhilv Review of 
Aug., 1870. 

Now, as to the possibility of cultivating this Waste Land, and con¬ 
verting it into smiling corn-fields for the food of man, pasturage for 
cattle and sheep, and otherwise making this wilderness into a garden, 
capable of renovating and feeding oar poople, as well as finding work 
for our idle poor, I shall quote some authorities which will carry weight from their effective acquaintance with the subject, and shall give some 
instances pi practical reclamation, at small outlay, where it has well 
repaid the capitalist for his investment. Of the 30 millions of acres 
that are still uncultivated, immense tracts are fertile land, capable of a 
high state of culture, at but little cost; besides which there is very 
much of our land so badly cultivated as to be little better than waste. 
But of that portion denominated waste,—that which has never yet been 
touched by the hand of the husbandman, I will give examples of culti- 
Tation in different soils, where the efforts have not only been successful, 
but have been highly remunerative to the speculator for his outlay. Let us select the four worst kinds of soils. 1st—Gravel, Sand and 
even Shingle. 2nd—Strong Clay. 3rd—Water Land. 4th— Bogs. 
These examples are taken from the journals of the Royal Agricultural 
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Society, and may therefore be fully relied upon for their accuracy. 
(Journal, vol. 3, part 2nd, 1867, page 659). The agent of the Earl of 
Leicester gives a full account of the reclamation of Holkam Bay from 
the sea, consisting of 580 acres. 200 acres consisted of strong clay ; 
170 acres of blue clay ; 130 acres of coarse shingle (considered by all 
the wiseacres to be quite worthless, requiring such an enormous outlay 
as to be quite impracticable for the purposes of cultivation) and of about 
80 acres of mud. In the autumn of 1859 the land was laid out into 
fields of from 10 to 20 square acres each, with a good road leading into 
each field. Efficient drainage was then commenced, certain portions 
of the land was subsoiled, the lighter and the heavier soils were mixed, 
the effects of the sea salt was neutralised, and the land rendered 
available for planting. By the summer of 1862 (within three years of 
the commencement of their work) the land thus reclaimed grew cole¬ 
seed, peas, wheat, and oats, and the crops in all instances were good. 
Since that time the land has produced good crops of wheat, oats, 
barley, coleseed, turnips, clover, and mangold-wurtzel. The cost of 
reclaiming the land was about £20 per acre. Reckoning the value of 
the land at £2 per acre per annum, this would pay no less than 20 per 
cent, profit per annum. Very nearly similar was the cost of reclaiming 
Morecombe Bay, and portions around Fleetwood : and in each and 
every case it was a valuable investment. (Surplus Labour was used by 
the Earl of Leicester.) 

Journal, vol. 5, part 1st, 1869. page 67. Agricultural Lessons of 1868. 
—Mr. C. Randell, writing to J. C. Morton, Esq., gives an account of 
the cultivation of Chadbury Farm, Evesham, Worcester. The farm 
consisted of about 490 acres, of which about 90 acres were pasture and 
meadow, 100 acres were of a mixed gravelly soil, 180 acres were heavy 
stiff clay, and 120 acres were of a very poor wet clay. Everybody cau¬ 
tioned Mr. Randell against even trying to improve the latter 120 acres. 
Sage agriculturists said that this 120 never did produce a crop, and 
never could be made to do so. It was in iact left untouched and wild. 
But Mr. Randell commenced to drain the land, removing the hedgerows, 
and burning lime and clay, and spreading it over the land. The effect 
of this treatment was that he was enabled to increase the number of his 
ewes from 90, when he took the farm, to 300 in five years, and his 
produce of wheat increased from 225 quarters in each of the first two 
years to 1,000 quarters per year by the end of the fifth year. He con¬ 
structed sheds for his ewes, spreading a coating of burnt clay and soil 
of from 18 inches to two feet deep for the sheep to stand and lay upon, 
as he found that this was better for them than straw ; it saved the 
health of his sheep, made capital manure for the land, and saved his 
straw which he took to the market at a clear profit. 

Journal, vol. 5., part 2, 1869, page 331. (Grass Lands). Mr. 
Thompson, agent to the Duke of Beaufort mentioned an instance of 
some very wet land at Wall's Court Parrn, near Bristol, which pro- 
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duced nothing but wet sour grass; it was considered too bad to be 
improved. The option was given to the tenant to break it up, or to do 
as he liked with it, as it was included in the agreement as part of the 
entire farm at 10s. per acre. But it absolutely produced nothing. 
Alderman Proctor, when he took the farm set to work in good earnest 
to bring it into cultivation. He well drained and dressed it, and applied 
to it some phosphate manure, and in two years its annual value increased 
from 10s per acre to £2 per acre, and produced as fine a crop of grass 
as was ever grown. Another case is mentioned in the letter of Mr. C. 
Randell, of a meadow of 36 acres, very flat, difficult to drain, so wet 
and cold that grass never began to grow till the end of June. It was 
continually flooded, and neither floods nor rain could get off except by eva¬ 
poration. It was taken in hand, properly embanked and drained, and by 
the middle of June the next year it produced more than a ton per acre. 

Mr. Philip Pusey, for years M.P., for Berkshire, mentions a case 
(vol. 5, part 2nd, 1869, page 333) of a water meadow, which kept 73 
sheep for about five months only in each year. He set to work to im¬ 
prove it, and he states that the outlay produced for him a clear profit 
of from 30 to 50 per cent., after the first year. And he pertinently 
asks how it is that landlords and agriculturalists will not invest their 
capital upon improvements which will return a certain profit of from 
30 to 50 per cent, when railways, canals, and other great under¬ 
takings are accomplished at a promise to the shareholders of from 5 to 
6 per cent, with much greater risks to investors than can possibly 
arise in land. He adds that he now keeps a flock of 550 ewes on 
a farm upon which his predecessor could only keep 170. Such facts are 
unanswerable. The case of the Edinburgh Water Meadows mentioned 
in the same journal (page 332) is most pertinent and valuable. Thirty 
years ago it was a wild common on the sea shore, of no rental value 
and a positive danger to the neighbourhood, from the wildness of its 
haunts, and the recklessness and lawlessness of those who lurked in its 
precincts It was at this time held to be positively worthless ; but by 
the application of labour and skill it has been cultivated and irrigated, 
bo that now it fetches the enormous rental of £12 per acre, by public 
auction, giving as its 30 years purchase no less than £1,260 per acre as 
the value of the land. Its cost in the first instance was rather heavy, 
being reolaimed at from £60 to £80 per acre ,• but it has since well 
repaid for all the outlay. It is now regularly watered by what is called 
the ridge-and-iiarrow system, and yields ample produce to compensate 
for all its cost. It would be well if the entire system of irrigation was 
thoroughly understood, for our capitalist farmer is too timid to run any 
risks, in what he deems "new-fangled notions and wild dreams." It 
would be worth while to import some Chinese missionaries to teach our 
agriculturalists the value of irrigation,—Irrigation by sewage, by the 
ridge-and-furrow system, by the catch water system on the sides of 
our hills, and by flood-gates on our brooks and streams, to Catch the 
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wealth of soil and manure, now so recklessly wasted. On this point 
Mr. John Ruskin says, in his letter in reference to the Roman inunda¬ 
tions, " that these rivers are so much gold at their sources, so much death 
if they once break down unbridled into the plains. As they flow past 
poor kingdoms which they should enrich ; stay its wealth there, and it 
is treasure instead of ruin. He again says that the first thing the kipg 
of any country has to do is to manage its streams. Science and industry 
can change inundations which destroy, into national banks instead 
of debts." He further adds, " that half the money lost by the inunda¬ 
tion of the Tiber, if spent rightly on the hill sides last summer would 
have changed every wave of it into so much fruit and foliage in Spring, 
where now there will be only burning rock." Ruskin's whole letter 
contains golden advice. The last instance I shall trouble you with, is 
in reference to the reclamation of Bog Land (Journal, vol. 6., part 1st, 
1870, p. 203). It is taken from a Paper on the Reclamation of the Bog- 
land of Whittlesea Mere, by W. Wells, Esq., many years M.P. for 
Beverley:—This was a large piece of Peat-bog, and therefore the most 
difficult to deal with. But it was decided that it should be reclaimed, 
and a thorough and systematic system of culture was carried out. They 
got from the Mere mud and soil so as to form a coating of from 4 to 6 
inches deep, over the entire piece of Bog, selected for the experiment 
at a cost of from £15 to £18 per acre. The cartage which was 
a distance of over two miles, forming a large item in the expendi¬ 
ture. The whole of the land had never previously produced any rent 
whatever, but after this process of " 

claying 
" it let readily at 30s. per 

acre ; so that the cost was at once fully recouped, and it has ever since 
been most remunerative. One corner of this peaty bog of about 230 
acres, near the village of Holme was converted into a home farm, 200 
acres of which was " clayed 

" to a depth of 4 inches, at a cost of about 
£9 per acre, the distance of cartage not being so great. This was well 
manured, and proved highly productive and profitable. They tried 
two fields of precisely the same character, lying near each other, one 
was dressed with 3 cwt. of super-phosphate, and the other with about 
4 cwt. per acre, and the difference in the crops was no less than \2 
bushels of oats per acre. A portion of the land was selected for 
potatoes, and after being dressed with 4 cwt. of super-phosphate, the 
seed of the potatoes having been obtained direct from Scotland, it 
produced no less than 8 tons of potatoes per acre." 

Thus it will be seen that drainage, irrigation, and manure, applied by 
the hands of the skilful workman, will turn a barren rock into a 
garden, and bogs into verdant fields. Mr. Bailey Denton says 

" that of 
20 millions of acres in this country, said to be under cultivation, not 
more than two millions of acres are well drained, and nine millions of 
it is of a clayey nature, and therefore absolutely requiring drainage. 
In fact, largo tracts of from 250 to even thousands of acres, have never 
yet been touched by the hands of the skilled husbandman." It is said of 
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Scotland, that three-fourths of the country lie waste (14,219,272), and 
no doubt much of it must for centuries remain in a state of wild natural 
scenery. But what shall we say when not less than 2,000,000 of acres 
are simply preserves for the chase—totally lost to the nation. Mr. 
Alexander Robertson says, "that this alone would add to their per¬ 
manent stock no less than 400,000 sheep." Mr. Bailey Ross says, " that the lands so devoted would yield 20 million pounds of butcher's 
meat more than at present. A couple of red deer displaces 50 sheep, 
4 head of cattle, and one entire family of five persons. So that only 
assuming that there are six millions of acres in Scotland capable of 
being brought into cultivation, it would add to their permanent stock 
1,200,000 sheep." 

In Ireland, after making every allowance for that which is thought 
to be irreclaimable, there is at least 8,500,000 acres capable of direct 
and immediate cultivation. At the present rate of increased tillage it 
will take 700 years. As to the probability of reclaiming the Waste 
Lands of Ireland, the answer given by Laveleye in the article on Bel¬ 
gium, published in the Essays on Land Tenure by the Cobden Club, is 
unanswerable. (This book should be in your library, and should be 
studied by all of your members). He says : 

" That the land of 
Flanders is the worst soil in Europe. It hardly permits the natural 
growth of heather and furze. It is sterile and like La Campine and Bran- 
denburgh. A few miles from Antwerp land sells at 16s. per acre, and 
some of those who buy and have tried cultivation, have been ruined." " If," he adds, " in a Flemish farm of 25 acres there were but 5 or 6 of 
Irish soil, it would be worth fully one-third more." He says again, " that it does not yield a single crop without manure,—a fact unique 
in Europe." But the Fleming utilizes the sewage, collects the manure, 
and makes the rivers yield their richness for his land. And so with all 
their natural disadvantages, the Fleming beats the Irish in our markets. 

As to the limits, beyond which we could not go, in the cultivation of 
our Waste Land, there is none, at least, for our time. That which is 
wanted is a right good will, some capital, security of tenure for the cul¬ 
tivator, and patient industry in the worker, and we shall see these 
wastes become gardens before our eyes. All things are possible to him 
who wills, and this must be done, or some terrible necessity will force 
us to do so some of these days. Babylon centuries ago made its walls, 
and even its house-tops, yield fruits and food for its inhabitants, for the 
Babylonians held the proud notion that they could sustain the whole of 
their people within their walls. 

The Fleming in our day, converts the most arid soil into gardens, 
and the Chinese carry their cultivation up the slopes of their highest 
hills. Shall we then say that it is impossible Are the appliances 
of science to go for nought, or only to be used to bring food from afar 
off Shall we not apply some of our skill at home We have in 
England and Wales 1,139,182 paupers; in Scotland, 128,339; Ireland, 
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286,647 ; total, 1,554,168—over one million and a half. We have over 
90,000 prisoners committed in one year. The cost to the State for 
paupers and criminals is £13,000,000 sterling a year. It is said that a 
thorough going criminal costs the State between £6,000 and 
£7,000. A vast portion of this crime is the result of poverty and 
ignorance, and pauperism is almost wholly so. Emigrants left our 
snores last year to the number of 258,027, and since 1860 they have 
numbered 1,250,000. Yet in addition to this we have a floating popu¬ 
lation of nearly One Million persons out of work, verging upon poverty, 
more or less, and always tending towards pauperism or crime. 

What we say is this, that vast numbers of each of these classes could 
be utilized upon our waste lands, and upon city and town improvements, 
all of which would in the end, add wealth, health, and beauty to our 
country, and would help to remove from it some of the many dangers 
which must necessarily threaten us from poverty on the one hand, and 
ignorance on the other, stimulated by the bad passions caused, not un- 
frequently, by the continual nursing of wrongs. And this nursing of 
wrongs is a real danger, which the statesman would do well to 
consider, and if possible remove. 

Let us now examine the possibility of applying this waste labour to 
these Waste Lands, and of making both productive for the future benefit 
of the State, and see what would be the result.. I hold that the whole 
of our surplus labour, without even the aid of emigration, might be use¬ 
fully employed under the direction of the State, to reclaim all this 
waste land, the land when reclaimed to be let on long leases to the 
cultivator, so as to give him security of tenure, the rents to be paid into 
the public exchequer to re-imburse the outlay. After the first cost had 
been incurred and defrayed, and the land had begun to be reproductive 
and remunerative, it would then employ at the most moderate compu¬ 
tation of two men to an acre,—1,500,000. Here there would be employ¬ 
ment for the whole of our floating labour population, even if we take the 
high estimate of 1,000,000 ; and for the whole of our pauper and vagrant 
population, the criminal population being employed on that which was 
least productive, and where the labour was the most severe and un¬ 
pleasant, as a punishment for their crimes. Four millions of acres 
could be made to produce wheat, which at the reasonable expectation 
of 28 bushels per acre (of about from 60 to 641bs. per bushel) would 
give us corn sufficient for 16 millions of people, allowing seven bushels 
per head of our population, or at the rate of four men to an acre (the 
actual consumption is only about 6J bushels per head.) Appropriate 
to green crops, four millions of acres more, which would relieve us from 
the necessity of much importation in these articles of daily consumption ; 
and then you still have for permanent pasture for cattle and sheep, 
about seven millions of acres. Or if we take the whole of this Waste 
Land in the mass, it could be made to yield produce worth £10 per acre, 
or on the whole 15 millions of acres, no lesa than £150,000,000 sterling 
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To place it in another light, 13 acres of land will suffice to produce food 
for a whole family of/sue persons, thus giving food to 1,500,000 families 
of five each, or to a total of 7,500,000 persons. Under such a system 
of tillage and improvement, instead of importing food to the extent of 
£37,364,358 annually, we could produce food to the amount of 
£75,000,000, or nearly double that of our imports. And I reckon the 
wealth of a nation by its exports, and not by its imports. Be it further 
observed, that the English producer will always have an advantage of 
about 15s. per quarter on wheat, over his foreign rival, for freightage, 
damage, and loss. 

Thus I submit that we have about 15 millions of acres of Waste 
Land capable of being cultivated, at a reasonable and moderate outlay, 
which would give employment to 1,500,000 persons, representing, with 
their dependents, 7,500,000 human beings. This would produce enough 
corn to feed 16 millions of people, with an abundant supply of green 
crops, and permanent pasture for cattle and sheep. Besides which, 
on some such plan as this we should develope that which is essentially 
the produce of small farms, poultry, eggs, and all similar articles of 
home consumption, most of which pays the cultivator exceedingly well. 
I have somewhere read that this kind of small farm produce pays as 
high as 50 per cent. And all this can be done without in any way in¬ 
terfering with what is called natural scenery, but which too frequently 
means, game preserves, where the tourist must not ramble, or the excur¬ 
sionist take his pic-nic,—unless indeed it be at the risk of being sum¬ 
moned before a game preserving magistrate as an intruder. Thousands 
of these " scenes of natural beauty 

" are altogether inaccessible to the 
general public, in consequence of being surrounded by fields partially 
cultivated, and by game preserves, and which are thus closed against 
the general public, and only enjoyed by lords of manors, landholders 
and their tenants,—and poachers. It is my desire that these picturesque 
scenes should be preserved for the enjoyment of the whole people, and 
for this reason I would not pormit any more private enclosures, 
believing that if these enclosures were done under the public eye, and 
subject to the control of the public voice, we should have some kind of 
guarantee that they would be effected with due regard to posterity, and 
that those portions not required for cultivation would be preserved to 
us and to our children. But I put the question of finding food for our 
people, before that of recreation, for there is but little enjoyment for the 
hungry poor. I plead thus not in the interest of a class only,—although 
that class be the poorest and most wretched, as well as the largest in 
the community,—but for the whole of our people ; for I cannot conceive 
that that which would benefit the poorer classes, can by any possibility 
injure any other class. The destruction of class privilege even cannot 
do this, for privilege is at best but a doubtful good, when all its sur¬ 
roundings and consequences are fully considered. If it be thought 
desirable that these Waste Lands should be cultivated by private enter- 
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prise, rather than under the direction of the State, I should strongly 
urge that it be done by Co-operative Associations on a large scale, by 
which means the toiler would be benefited in proportion to his labour, 
in the same way that the capitalist is benefited in proportion to his 
capital. That co-operative onergy is capable of doing this no one will 
doubt, who has seen anything of the working of such societies in Lan¬ 
cashire and Yorkshire, and that too in hazardous undertakings of great 
magnitude. Another plan might be suggested on some such principle 
as the "Land Allotment Company," projected by Mr. Blanchard 
Jerrold, by which he proposes to purchase large tracts of land, and let 
them out in small allotments to suit the resident poor, a plan not only 
philanthropic and patriotic, but one that is commercially and econo¬ 
mically sound, and will at once benefit the agricultural labourer, and 
the poorly-paid country mechanic, and return good interest to the 
capitalist for the money invested. That labour can be induced to 
migrate to these Waste Lands, I have not the slightest doubt, for it 
migrates now under the most adverse circumstances, and when there is 
no sort of guarantee that work can be found when the labourer arrives 
at his destination. And how sad and sickening it is to wander from 
place to place in search of employment, and to find none, can 
only be. known to those who have experienced it with no money, little 
food, and the unpleasant prospect of a night under a hedge. No idle 
picture this, but very very often a sad reality. 

There is one other phase to this question, to which I would allude, 
although briefly,—it is this, the inadequate cultivation of that portion of 
the land which is considered cultivated, but which is so badly tilled as 
not to yield a tithe of that which it would yield if properly worked, 
drained, and manured. An eminent agriculturist has said that much 
of the present pasture of the country is only worth from 3s. to 4s. per 
acre rent, with its heather and gorse; whereas if properly drained 
and cultivated it would fetch in the market a rental of from £4 to £5 
per acre. I have already quoted the authority of Mr. Bailey Denton, 
who says, that nine millions of acres of clayey soil absolutely require 
drainage. And here again I am not going to quote wild figures, but 
they are absolutely startling ones, and should be well pondered. The 
Editor of the Echo a short time since when dealing with some figures 
quoted at a recent meeting on this question, gave these startling facts 
upon the authority of Mr. Alderman Mechi. That the whole land of 
the Kingdom now under cultivation would well repay the outlay if £20 
per acre spent upon it. This would be an investment in, and on, our 
own soil of £920,000,000 sterling, upon the 46 millions of acres. But 
this estimate was for the landlord alone. If we add to this the tenant's 
capital at £8 per acre, this would give a further sum of £368,000,000. 
So that if the sum named by this practical agriculturalist, at a tenant 
farmer's meeting, is not too high, we have a stupendous total of 
£1,288,000,000 which might be profitably invested upon that portion 
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of our land called cultivated, and which sum, upon the same authority, 
would, by increased production, amply repay the investor for the capital 
expended. But if wo take only one-half of the figures above quoted, 
who can calculate the immense benefits that would accrue to this country 
if £600,000,000 of money were poured into our wages fund? We thank 
the Echo and Mr. Mechi for these facts, and hope that our capitalists, 
instead of running all over the world to invest their money, will place it 
in the best of all banks and enterprizes—the land. Here again we can 
learn a lesson from the Chinese, who think the cultivation of their land, 
above even their gold and silver mines. 

In conclusion, I would have you remember that in Kent alone, there 
are 213,593 acres of Waste Land, capable of being utilized; you have 
45,263 paupers, and a poor-rate £471,530, to say nothing of your out 
of work and industrious poor. I strongly urge that the whole of the 
Waste Land shall be resumed by the State, and cultivated under its 
direotion. Whether this should be done by the Central Exeoutive, or 
by properly constituted County Boards, responsible to the Government, 
is a matter of detail; but I am strongly inclined to the latter. I would 
have these County Financial Boards constituted on a popular basis, with 
the direct control in the hands of the people. This would be the least 
cumbersome, and therefore the best authority for the purpose, because 
it would have the requisite knowledge of the requirements and capa¬ 
bilities of the district. But not one acre of this land should go into the 
hands of lords of manors, as have been the case with the Commons and 
other enclosures hitherto ; nor indeed into the hands of any private 
owner,—in fee simple. Let the nation resume its rights, giving com¬ 
pensation for vested interests, at its present value, and let it then be 
rented direct from the State, by the cultivators, at Buch rent, and upon 
such long leases as will give security of tenure, without which no 
one would for a moment risk his labour or money. And when the leases 
fall in, let the tenant in possession have the first chance of continuance, 
at its fairly increased rental, according to its then market value. 

Thus in years to come the Land will give its fair quota towards the 
expenses of the State, give remunerative employment to those out of 
work, and at the same time yield the means to abundantly feed and 
clothe our people. 



14 WASTE LAND AND 

POSTCRIPT. 

At the conclusion of the lecture several questions were put, and some 
objections urged. 

The lecturer in replying said:—It was not intended asa political speech, 
for which reason he had not quoted political authorities, such as Robert 
Owen, Feargus O'Connor, Ernest Jones, and others who had been the 

pioneers in the movement for " Home Colonization." His object was 
to adduce facts, and give unimpeachable authorities in favour of the 
cultivation of Waste Lands, rather than to propound theories. It had 
been said that it would take many years to mature and work out a plan 
for this vast work. Granted, but it would be a small thing in the life 
of a nation ; and already he had given evidence that the principle could 
be carried out even by individuals. Another objection was that it 
would not pay within a reasonable time. That was, no doubt, true 
with regard to a large portion of the fifteen millions of acres, but the 
State could afford to wait a much longer time for its profits than indi¬ 
viduals. This principle is already admitted and acted upon by the 
Government, for they have only recently lent £15,000 to a public 
Company to improve workmen's dwellings, for the long term of forty 
years, principal and interest being repaid at the rate of £5 Is. per cent, 
per annum. 

If £20,000,000 sterling were raised and applied for the reclamation 
of waste land, on the same principle and for the same term, it would 
prove the best investment ever made by the State. The taxpayer would 
be benefited, both directly and indirectly ; the poor would find employ¬ 
ment ; and all industries would be proportionately increased. Pauperism 
—now becoming an intolerable burden—would be diminished, for 
paupers breed paupers. 

He (the lecturer) did not advocate State employment, except in the 
merely preliminary stages of the work, for he doubted very much if the 
self-reliant Saxon, with his strong individuality, would favour State 
employment as a permanency. The State, therefore, would not become 
the producers, distributors, or exporters of produce, but would initiate 
simply this truly national work. His suggestion was that the waste land 
should be resumed by the State, inasmuch as its present owners had 
shown themselves incompetont to deal with its cultivation, leaving all 
questions as to Nationalization, or land tenures, as political theories, to 
be dealt with elsewhere. Ho continued—" The State now claims an 
interest in that which lies under the evil, why should it not also deal 
with its surface One of tho great reasons why the waste land had not 
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been dealt with as a commercial investment was, without doubt, due to our 
feudal tenures. That it is possible to cultivate this land, and make it 
pay as an investment, I have already shown upon unquestionable 
authority; and when the land laws are reformed and exemplified, many 
speculators will invest their capital in this direction. As a first step 
towards some such plan as I have sketched, I am informed that a well 
known M.P. is about to ask for a Royal Commission to obtain sufficient 
data for some extended plan of operations. With more light will come 
more faith. It has been said that this proposal would involve a revolution. 
If this means that to accomplish it would require physical force, I deny 
it: for I believe that those who used the sword would perish by the 
sword, for revolutions through blood never benefited the people. It 
matters not whether the present holders can or cannot present inde¬ 
feasible title deeds to their broad acres, the State has recognised their 
right If it be now proved that it will be for the benefit of the nation 
to take this waste land, by purchasing the vested rights of the present 
holders, and devoting the future accruing productiveness of the soil to 
the amelioration and advancement of the entire people, who shall say 
nay ?—I for one most heartily support it." 

Greenwich : 
Printed by E. G. Berryman, Bath House, Blackheath Road. 

1871; 
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