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HOME COLONIZATION. 

ADDRESS 
347 

or 

THE HOME COLONIZATION CO-OPEEATIVE AND 

SOCIAL HOME ASSOCIATION 

(limited). v 

" The land of Pranoe belongs to fifteen millions of peasants who onl. 
tivate it. The land of England belongs to an aristooraoy of thirty two 
thousand persons who have it cultivated. 

"' You Bhall have a pieoe of land,' means ' you shall not be hired to¬ 
day and turned off to-morrow,—you shall not be a serf for your bread, 
but free.' A family, who from hirelings become proprietors, respeot 
themselves : they reap from their own love a harvest of virtues: the 
father's sobriety, the mother's economy, the son's brave toil, and the 
daughter's chastity,—all these the fruits of liberty."—Michelet, 

The application of mechanical power in production as applied 
to Agriculture and Manufactures, is a giant antagonist to Ma¬ 
nual Labour, by its vast productive powers, which results, in 
combination with hand power, to flood the market with com¬ 
modities to superfluity, thereby reducing the price of all ar¬ 
ticles, while at the same time increasing the means of all 
persons who have fixed incomes. The Mechanics and La¬ 
bourers, in contest with the increasing power of an inani¬ 
mate agent in the labour market, are powerless to arrest the 
onward march of the great competitor, they become a sur- 



plus in search of employment: reduction of wages becomes a 

necessary consequence, and is, necessarily, a chronic disease 
of such a state of things. There are exceptional circum- 

cumstances, which may increase the rate of wages through 
combination of workmen; but this only can be temporary. 
As the workman is not his own employer, he is at best only 
a servitor; and, while the land is restricted in its use to the 
interest of a few owners, in conjunction with free labour 
in manufactures and agricultural produce, a restricted mo¬ 

netary medium—which limits the mass of the people's power 
to demand in the midst of abundance—creating dismay and 
confusion among that small but numerous class of industrious 

shopkeepers, and, while this state of things remains, dooms 
the working population to serfdom. 

To escape from the vicious surroundings that exist in this 
country, masses of the population, losing all hope of better¬ 

ing their condition, prepare to leave the country of their 
birth, to find a home and a haven of rest in the land of the 

stranger. 
The exodus of the people has been increasing to an alarm¬ 

ing extent for many years past: and to every true lover of 
his country, the spectacle she presents among the nations is 
indeed humiliating. 

The land of our country is abundant to supply the wants 
of all her people, yielding cheerfully to the willing hand of 
labour,—abounding in mineral resources which, when wisely 
applied, would unfold wealth so extensive for the comforts 
and enjoyments of the people that, under existing conditions, 
are deemed fabulous. 

To stay, if possible, in some degree, the enforced emigra¬ 
tion of the people becomes the duty of tiue patriots. Why 
should there not be a migration of the people from our over¬ 
crowded towns to lands uncultivated, or partially so, on 
which they could employ themselves in cultivating, and 
there establish trades and manufactures for their emp-oy- 

- - ̂ —,-r,„- aaent, which would supply their wants and comforts, banish- 
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ing the now ever-corroding care in search of employment, 
curtailing the increasing amount of pauperism, and ever 
tending in elevating the morals and intelligence of the 
people, based on well-requited and certain means of labour. 

The capabilities of our country to sustain her population 
in comfort and abundance, is evidenced by the well-sus¬ 
tained results of small-farm cultivators. John Sillett, in his 
Practical Treatise on Fork and Spade Husbandry, says — " Of 
all the feelings which we possess, none is dearer than con¬ 
sciousness of independence; and this no man who earns his 
living by the favour of the public can be said to enjoy in an 
equal degree with the husbandman. In trade there is a 
great jealousy and competition existing, and a submission to 
the public, which is galling to the spirits. But since I have 
given my attention to the cultivation of the soil, I find I have 
no competition to fear, having nothing to apprehend from 
the success of my neighbour, and owe no thanks for the pur¬ 
chase of my commodities. Possessing on my land all the 
necessaries of life, I am under no anxiety regarding my 
daily subsistence." 

The quantity of land he cultivated was two acres; and he 
gives the result for the year 1847. 

The land being his own freehold, he says:—" The follow¬ 
ing is a correct statement of the produce sold, after family's 
consumption, keeping two cows, fattening one calf and rear¬ 
ing one, and fattening two pigs, besides reserving seeds for 
next year's cropping. The calf that I fatted weighed nine 
stone, of 14 lbs. to the stone, at seven weeks old, which I 
had killed in the house, and sold it amongst my friends and 
neighbours ; the price I made of it was 7d. per lb., or 8s.2d. 
per stone of 14 lbs.." He then states the amount he sold in 
animal and vegetable produce for that year, after sustaining 
his family, produced £74. 3s. lOd. He then deducts for rent 
of land at 5 per cent, on purchase-money (including ex¬ 
penses, £250), £12. 10s. 0.; rent for house, £8. 0. 0.; rates 
and taxes, £2. 12s. 0,; total, £23. 2s, 0.; nett profit for the 



year, £51. Is. lOd. He adds, '' The wheat I grew for 
family consumption was 16 bushels ; a part of it was grown 
between the cabbages, and the other portion in rows, or 
dibbled, eight inches apart. That which was grown between 
the cabbages was quite equal in quality to that grown in the 
ordinary way, although it occupied but half the space of 
ground. The quantity of land which the whole occupied was 
a quarter of an acre." The happiness he possesses in his 
new mode of life he thus graphically portrays:—"I can 
hardly express in terms sufficiently strong, the pleasure I 
feel in subsisting upon all the necessaries of life, manufac¬ 
tured, as it were, by my own hands,—pure, fresh, and free 
from adulteration. I am proud to say that I am in posses¬ 
sion of an abundance of all the good living that any rational 
man ought to wish for; I have all the bread, meat, vege¬ 
tables, milk, butter, &c, that I can desire. These are to me 
all the good living that I crave: all superfluities I regard as 
so many evils." He informs us how to produce four crops 
off the same piece of ground within the year,—consisting of 
cabbages, wheat, potatoes, and swede turnips. 

So all-important is this question of the cultivation of the 
land on the small-farm system, and by the spade-and-fork 
method, that many experiments have been successfully made, 
demonstrating the superiority and quantity produced, and as 
a greatly extended source for the employment of manual 
labour. The subject has engaged and received the approv¬ 
al of many practical men, and writers on the cultivation 
of the waste lands. Mr. Martin Boon, in his very useful 
tract, How to Nationalize tlie Commons and Waste Lands, ad¬ 
vocating the small-farm system, says, — " Where now you 
have sterility and scarcity, we should behold blooming gar¬ 
dens and plenty." And he adds, that " in France, Holland, 
Tuscany, Belgium, Lombardy, are all cultivated on a system 
of small farms, and the produce from a given quantity of 
soil is greater in those countries than in England. The Ee- 
ports of the Labourers' Friend Society give numerous ex- 



amples of cases in which whole parishes had become pau¬ 
perised, while the soil was held by two or three large far¬ 
mers, and was afterwards redeemed from pauperism by di¬ 

viding the farms among the paupers, who were enabled to 
pay a much larger rent than had been previously paid by the 
large farmer. The reports of the parishes where the allot¬ 
ment system had been adopted, establish the fact that land 
is far more valuable in the hands of the labourer who culti¬ 
vates it for himself than in those of the farmer who has to 
pay wages for everything that is done." A man works on his 
own farm to far greater profit than when working for 
another. " He works early and late. The industry of his 
family is no longer lost to the community: the youngest 
picks up weeds, fetches and carries,—all are made active and 
busy. A hundred farmers on one thousand acres (ten to each) 
means one hundred litters of pigs, one hundred milch cows, 
with butter, cheese, milk, veal, manure, &c. 

He says—"Mr. Blacker shows that a cow may be well 
maintained on three-quarters of an acre of land. It includes 
100 broods of chickens, with no end of eggs. It means 100 
gardens, with potatoes and vegetables, yielding each a sur¬ 
plus food for the market. No risk of capital is involved, 
because no wages are paid; there are smaller chances of a 
bad crop in any season, for, in addition to a soil better trenched 
and pulverised by the spade, and better manured, there are 
hands on the spot to substitute a new crop for that which has 
not succeeded, no establishment of horses and implements has 
to be kept up, and although, for the time, there may be 
little surplus to sell, the holder can make shift to live by his 
cow, and his eggs, and his garden, and wait for a better sea¬ 
son. For proof the Dutch bear as high a rent, and are as 
heavily taxed as we are; their climate is far worse than ours, 
because hard frosts compel them to maintain their cattle for 
four months every year on winter food. Yet, on their small 
farms they raise butter and cheese, and undersell our own 
farmers in our own markets. Look at the Swiss with their 
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little farms, how independent, how comfortable, how intelli¬ 
gent, how moral they are,—therefore, I maintain that all the 
advantages would be the lot of the unemployed among us if 
the untilled lands were placed at their disposal. Sir Henry ' Vavasour instances a cottier tenant of his who rented three 
acres of land: his stock consisted of two cows and three 
pigs, he cultivated his land with the assistance of his wife 
and daughter, twelve years old, at their over hours. They 
subsisted on their daily wages at other labor, paid their rent 
by the sale of their butter only, and were in the habit of sav¬ 
ing £30 a year out of the produce of their land." 

As an instance of the productiveness of spade culture over 
the plough, Mr. Boon states that—" Mr. Falls of Gateshead 
obtained by the plough 38 bushels of wheat per acre, by the 
spade 68 bushels. At Sherboume, in Warwickshire, Fred¬ 
erick Harris, a farm labourer, produced by the spade 16 
bushels of wheat on a | of an acre, being at the rate of 64 
bushels per acre." 

If individual effort can accomplish results so beneficial as 
here quoted, what grand results may be produced by combined 
action of the workers. 

By judicious co-operative arrangements, Home Coloniza¬ 
tion may become a realized fact. The interest of the nation 
must be in favour of such a condition of society. It would 
increase the wealth and material resources of the country, 
and develope a healthy and cheerful people, proud of their 
native land, and who would prove its best defenders in times 
of danger. 

To facilitate the advent of Home Colonies on a Mutual Co¬ 
operative basis, a number of persons have associated them¬ 
selves to effect so laudable an object, on such a plan as will 
be within the means of the poorest, by the establishment of 
a Limited Liability Association, on the following plan: — 

To acquire an estate of 500 acres, if possible, within easy 
distance of the Metropolis, or some of the large towns on 
which to colonize, and to carry on agricultural operations in 



connection with trade and manufactures. The land to be 
cultivated by the spade, because its results are the greatest in 
quantity produced by that method of tilling. It would give 
abundant means of employment to the colonist, and supply 
him with the prime necessaries of life, and a surplus to ex¬ 
change for the surplus productions of oolonists engaged in 
arts and manufactures. 

The land to be allotted to the shareholders in such propor¬ 
tions as will be suitable to their means and convenience: 100 
acres to be set apart for 10 acre farms and gas and sewage 
works; 100 acres to be divided into 5 acre and 2| acre allot¬ 
ments. Many shareholders whose time is engaged in trade 
occupations, have some leisure which they would desire to 
profitably use in cultivating the land,—to them small quan¬ 
tities would be most conducive to their interest to meet such 
requirements. 100 acres will be divided into 1 acre, and half 
acre allotments; 50 acres will be allotted for large and small 
gardens for houses. 

The remaining portion will be laid out for a Co-operative 
Home and Grounds, roadways, and other general purposes, as 
will be conducive to the well-being of the colony. 

The General Home or Hotel will be so arranged as to 
meet the requirements of those shareholders, be they men or 
women, whose business occupations necessitates their absence 
from the colony during the best part of the day, and also 
those who do not require to be but occasionally absent from 
the colony, but to whom a well-conducted home, upon the 
most approved basis, amidst rural scenes, whose beauty 
is enhanced by advanced developments in agriculture and 
horticulture, becomes almost a necessity. Arrangements 
would also be made for the accommodation of visitors, whose 
residence on the colony would tend to its advantage in vari¬ 
ous ways,—as purchasers of .the production of the colonists. 
There will be erected a building for the purposes of a 
Museum, Lecture Hall, and School. A cricket ground, and a 
place for out-door amusement, and for exercise, and instruc- 



tion of every kind; for military volunteer practice, and for 
whatever other purposes, would be provided in the proper 
localities; and thus the means of occasional occupation 
varied, as much as possible, according to the inclination of 
each individual, alternating with the ordinary routine work 
of the factory, or the farm, might be presented to the mem¬ 
bers of the Institution. Stores will be provided, for the re¬ 
ception of the surplus productions of the colony, for sale, 
upon such a principle of exchange as will, it is hoped, ex¬ 
clude the nefarious practices of modern commerce. 

The dwellings of the Colonists, it is suggested, should be 
constructed of wood or corrugated iron, so as to be moveable, 
to meet the first requirements of the settlement, upon such a 

plan as will ensure domestic comforts. The sanitary arrange¬ 
ments of the Colony will receive that attention- which its 
importance demands. 

In order to carry out the above object, it is proposed to 
raise a Capital of £5,000 in 5,000 Shares of £1 each, with 

power to increase to £ 50,000, or more. The Association to be 
registered under " The Companies' Act, 1862," which limits 
the shareholder's liability to the amount of shares subscribed 
for. The Land and Tenements will be let on terms to ensure 
to shareholders a dividend of not more than 5 per cent. The 
Association to be under the direction of a Board of Directors 
chosen of the Shareholders, Chairman, Managing Director, 
and Secretary. 

Offices : — 3, Chenies Street, Tottenham Court Eoad, Lon¬ 

don, W.C. 

j 
Further particulars can be obtained of the Secretary, on Sun¬ 

day evenings, from 6 to 9 o'clock. 

Langley & Son, Printers, 23 George St., Buston Kd. 
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