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PREFACE. 

I make no apology for this effort to make known the 

views I hold; to those who agree with me I solicit 

their help in making such truths more widely known; to 

those who do not agree with me, I demand their earnest 

public opposition. 

Friends needing further information are requested to 

write care of the Publishers; or the Secretary of the 

" Costless Public Works Association." 

Truly yours, 

MARTIN J. BOON. 

June, 1813. 





NATIONALIZATION 

OF 

THE COMMONS AND WASTE LANDS 

OF ENGLAND. 

Poe many reasons, which few have enquired into, many of the com¬ 
mons throughout the country have escaped absorption into the estates 
of the large Lord landowners, as their private property. 

The lords of manors are not, and never were, owners of the com¬ 
mons and waste lands. It is quite true they have set up a claim to 
what they are pleased to call their rights, but such claim has never 
been made good; down to the present time they have never been 
able to get that exclusive control over the commons and waste lands 
which is of the essence of private ownership. On the other hand, 
the commoners, although they have never released their hold of the 
commons and waste lands, and have effectually frustrated the ag¬ 
grandizement of the lords, are not themselves owners, and have not, 
down to the present time, been able to get any permanent good out of 
such lands. The commoners and the lords have continually struggled 
for such lands from different points, but neither party has succeeded in 
extinguishing what they have been pleased to call their rights over 
such lands. The commons and waste lands remain to this day hung 
up beyond the charmed circle of private property. The commoner 
prevents the lord from using the lands for private gain ; and the lord 
prevents the commoner using it to enable him to secure the neces¬ 
saries of life for himself and family, by the labour he would be 
pleased to give if the right to till upon the waste lands was recog¬ 
nised. Each party has undefined rights which effectually neutralise 
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the rights so called of the other. The land-holder's difficulty is the 

people's opportunity. The lords of manors have by tradition a cer¬ 
tain interest in the commons and waste lands ; of that interest the 
landowners cannot be deprived without compensation, neither can 
commoners; but it would be easy for the State to take the commons 
and waste lands off their hands, giving them compensation in full 
for their loss. Here is ground for all reformers to unite and work 

upon. The most earnest opponent to the nationalization of the land, 
held as private property, cannot object to the nationalization of the 
commons and waste lands. The commons and waste lands are, in a 

sense, nobody's land, just because they are, in a sense, everybody's 
land. 

The rights of lords of manors are more theoretical than substantial, 
they have simply set up, or rather it should be remembered the law¬ 

yers have set up, a parchment claim for such lands, which they have 
never been able to make good with effect. They wish to be thought, 
and to pass, as owners, but fortunately for the present and future 

generations they are not. They cannot do what they like with their 
own, for the plain reason that the commons and waste lands never 
were their exclusive property. They are helpless without the aid 
of Parliament, which alone can sanction the enclosure or extinguish 
their lawyer or tradition made rights. 

The right of the State to take possession of the commons cannot 
be for a moment disputed, when it is remembered that it is by the 
State alone that any common or waste lands can be converted into 

private property. Therefore, I maintain, that if the State is able 
to give the commons and waste lands to lords and others, it is no 
less able to take the commons and waste lands to itself, to be used 
for national purposes and advantages, instead of for private use and 
emolument. 

Judging by the past, we know of nothing done by the lords of 
manors to warrant their being treated with any special favour by 
the nation. But many may ask is it of any use to maintain the 
right of the State against, what has been called, the rights of the 
lords 

We cannot do better than answer the question by the report of 
the Enclosure Commissioners ; the working and other classes, and the 
public generally, have no conception of the enormous amount of land 
remaining as commons, although King's, Prime Ministers, and the 
Enclosure Commissioners have been very active in handing over to 
the lords of manors several millions of acres, which, if estimated at 
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ten millions only, and now producing an average of £4 an acre, is 
an annual loss to the nation of Porty Millions. There are at the 
present time over eight millions of acres of commons in England and 
"Wales, and if we add the millions of waste land, so called, in Scot¬ 
land and Ireland, we may fairly estimate that we have at least 
Twenty Millions of acres availablefor immediate cultivation, and which 
after a very few years, if the farm labourers had the opportunity 
given them, would pay willingly to the State from £3 to £4 an acre, 
so that we may, if we will it, have in a very few years an income 
from land, for State purposes, over £60,000,000 or £80,000,000 a 
year, sufficient to pay all taxes, instead of as now the rents of land 
swelling the heavy rent rolls of those, who, like Lord Derby, the 
Marquis of "Westminster, and many others too numerous to mention, 
now receive, although they have given nothing in return for such 
incomes. 

The question for all Englishmen is, what may now be saved by 
repealing the Enclosure Act, and at the same time passing an Act to 
appropriate the commons and waste lands for national purposes 
Many of the commons are in the same state in which they were 
under the Saxon village system, before the blood and property-hun¬ 
gry Normans and their mercenary followers invaded England. Eng¬ 
lishmen though they may now and then sing'' Britannia rules the waves, 
and that Englishmen never, never shall be slaves," are still groaning 
under the Norman Conquest, the greatest curse that could befall the 
Saxon race, and not until England is free from the descendants of 
the Normans and their Feudal tyranny will the English b^ free men. 
The commons and waste lands belong for a certain time in the year 
to a few cultivators, and after harvest time are open for pasturage 
for commoners. If the commoners' rights were at once compensated 
for, and the Land let out to the farm labourers, it would be a great 
boon to the labourers who receive their Ten and Twelve Shillings a 
week; they would then realise that their future prosperity depended 
upon their individual industry, and, instead of looking forward to the 
workhouse in which they might end their days, they would quietly 
pass away from their own homestead, regretted by their neighbours 
and mourned by the nation at large. 

By adopting a just and rational policy of the nature proposed we 
should secure an income of over Sixty Millions of National Land 
Bents to cover the paternal expenses of good government: we should 
have no need then of a large army of tax eaters, who now amuse 
themselves in our Custom and Excise houses; no more penny and 



4 NATIONALIZATION OP WASTE LANDS. 

other obnoxious taxes made to suit the whim of our legislators, and 
to cover the wicked expenditure of the past. 

Here then, English Eeformers, is asplendid opportunity of restoring 
to the nation its commons and waste lands on easy terms (without 
the need of one single farthing of our present limited supply of money) 
of a very large portion of the soil of England for the benefit of the 
nation at large; as these lands are lying waste there can be no 

possible objection to making them the best test of small farm opera¬ 
tions, and, when desired, of co-operative efforts. If we are not better 

off, we certainly cannot be worse; if the result should not be proved 
satisfactory, if it should be proved that the State cannot manage 
such lands with a positive gain to the nation, it will be conclusive 

against the demands of those who would forthwith destroy (after 
full compensation for just rights to the present holders, for owners 
we cannot admit, for no man has a right to possession of soil as 

private property, the use of land nature demands, but no ownership) 
all private ownership of land. 

Those who, like Mr. Mill, Mr. Dilke, Mr. Herbert, Mr. Pawcett, 
and their private land-longing follower's, who oppose the nationaliza¬ 
tion of the present cultivated lands, can surely most readily accept 
an experiment on the commons and waste lands. Yery few persons 
are aware of the enormous area upon which the State could lay its 
hands. The compensation to lords of manor's cannot be great, the 
means of judging the value of their interest in such lands are abun¬ 
dant. 

In the first place the State can only compensate for actual loss, 
not for imaginary loss, the actual value must be estimated by their 

present income from the commons and waste lands. How much a 

year do the commons produce to them The answer to this question 
must be the measure of compensation to which they are entitled to, 
and, if after careful investigation the compensation amounted to 

twenty million, it is quite possible for the State to pay them at once 
without applying to the Eothschilds for a loan of a single sixpence, 
notwithstanding all that has been said to the contrary by Sir John 
Lubbock, Professor Pawcett, and their followers through their not 
possessing that information that would enable them to speak with 
authority, as guides and teachers of the people, not that we blame 
them, for they are but creatures of circumstances, but their want of 
knowing how to achieve this advantage without a gold purchase 
must not be the misfortune of Englishmen, all that need to be done 
is for the future working men's representatives to move in the House of 
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Commons, for an Act stipulating that on and after, say the first day 
of January, 1874, that all commons and waste lands in the Kingdom 
become national property, and that compensation for such to be paid 
in national notes, such notes to be made for the purpose, the notes 
to be legal tender for all purposes, and when it is remembered that 
the lands would be the security for the notes so made and issued, 
and that the rents of such lands would form the fund to redeem the 
notes at 5 per cent, per annum, no cry could be raised that such 
notes would not represent positive value. At present the Bank of 
England, a private Joint Stock Bank having special privileges from 
the money loving House of Commons to issue bank notes, which, if 
called upon to pay on demand in gold (which they have the audacity 
to promise on every note they issue), would be the means of making 
them bankrupt at any moment they had a run upon them to fulfil 
their engagements to the public. No such event could happen res¬ 
pecting the national notes issued from a national bank, seeing that 
no such note would be given unless the land was in the possession 
of the appointed servants of the nation; thus one of the greatest 
objections to the issue of national notes is got rid of, seeing that at 
all times the notes would represent positive property in the posses¬ 
sion of the nation at large. 

Pacts brought to light by the Commissioners (who have often 
assisted to imprison the poor unfortunate fellow who has helped 
himself to the game on these lands, but who never had the honesty 
and courage to prosecute the Noble Lord so called who stole the 
commons) prove the necessity of at once taking action. Por the last 
two years the enclosures have been practically stopped, thanks to the 
efforts of the Land and Labour League and other kindred associa¬ 
tions throughout the country. If the Land and Labour League and 
all land nationalizers and reformers in the country would be up and 
doing they could effectually at once and for all time stop any further 
enclosures by the land and money House of Commons. 

There are many members in the present House who hunger after 
a nice bit of common and waste land, and who will do their utmost 
in and out of Parliament to prevent the nation from possessing its 
own once more. "Watch such men, and all who in sheeps clothing 
use the name of "liberals" to assist them. A little active out¬ 
door agitation would save such members from danger, and prepare 
the way for a speedy nationalization. If all land and other refor¬ 
mers would at once give all their earnest attention to the purchase 
of the commons and waste lands by means of national money, they 
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would not fail to achieve as great a trinmph as did the corn law 
league. Greater results would follow by success on this question 
than by the attainment of any other object of reformers. Nation¬ 
alize the commons and waste lands by means of national money, and 
then Englishmen would once more have an opportunity of becoming 
great among the nations. Moreover, the commons is a platform on 
which all parties could zealously unite—the nationalists and the anti- 
nationalists—for there can be no reason why the State, already a 
large landowner, should not increase its income, if needed, by the 
enclosure of the commons and waste lands, by fairly compensating 
all interests with National money. Upon this great undertaking all the 
scattered units of the reformers throughout the country can be 
united in the most beneficial manner, and thus place at once the 
unused land of the nation in the hands of the thousands of farm 
labourers in the country who would be only too pleased to become 
tenants of the State, and who would, by their industry, raise large 
crops and rear large numbers of cattle, in exchange for the manu¬ 
factured articles of the mechanics who would supply the country 
with implements of agriculture, boots, clothing, furniture, and the 
conveniences of life. 

I urge that the appropriation with pubic money of the commons 

|i ,nd waste lands is the only right end to work out the Great Land 
Question. 

If the waste and common lands were nationalized, there would 
be no need for Joseph Arch and others to urge the agricultural 
Labourer to emigrate. "We must not despise the men who desire to 
withdraw themselves from all their country's trouble, but we cannot 
altogether forget their cowardice, and though they may not desire 
to stay and still be the servants of others, we should wish them to 
secure the information that would give them power to destroy the 
cause of all this, and thus to remove the shame from among us. 
If it be a crime to despair of one's country, it is a greater one to 
witness her struggles and do nothing to relieve her. Ours is still 
the foremost country of the world, and righty governed will rise to 
a height far above that which she has ever reached. She has all 
the natural material to make her so. Once let her population, com¬ 
bined with intelligence and assisted by improved machinery, all 
work together upon a national basis, she would have no equal upon 
the surface of the globe. 

Hitherto the working-classes, including the peasantry, have not 
had that knowledge that would have enabled them to use their 
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influence to secure these lands for their use, which would have supplied 
them and others with the necessaries and comforts of life. Once 
make it plain to the people that it is possible to gather from our own 
lands sufficient sustenance to feed a population of 120,000,000, they 
will not desire to leave the land of their birth ; and let it be remem¬ 
bered that if we grew all that we needed for food, we should have 
no necessity to force the ports of the neighbouring countries to 
obtain food, should we at any time find ourselves at war with any 
power on the Continent. The poor have been crushed and are 
uneasy, and is it to be wondered at, when they die through want 
and starvation, as they are now dying in Bethnal-green and other 
desolate places throughout the country I call upon all to hasten 
to the rescue, and rally round our common humanity, and demand 
that the Government adopt those measures that will place the waste 
lands at the disposal of industrious men, who are willing to till the 
uncultivated places of our country. 

It is a fair ground of exception to any scheme of emigration that 
we have not only idle labourers but idle lands which have only to 
be brought together to relieve the one and to enrich both. In fact, 
hpjnej^lonization is a condition precedent to emigration, a condition 
which has never yet been fulfilled. It is stated that out of the 
77,000,000 acres of land in the United Kingdom there are no less 
than 20,000,000 acres untilled, or unproductive land, and that we 
have amongst us no less than 2,000,000 of unemployed persons who 
are constantly living upon the working classes. And why should 
the toiling community be burdened with them—diminishing their 
incomes—when it is clear that for each one there are ten acres of idle, 
but culturable land waiting for the spade, and needing only skill 
and labour to make them fruitful There is abundance of land at 
this moment yielding good crops, which is naturally less productive 
than much that is lying waste. "What should hinder our Government 
from placing our unemployed upon these wastes, and making them 
yield and increase "What might draining, and manure, and ditches, 
and enclosures do for them If, under the allotment system, 
labourers can afford to pay 20s., 30s., 40s., 50s., 60s., and 70s. an 
acre for land, and compete with each other to get it, what might 
they do if they could get land at a nominal rent—say £1 to £4 an acre; 
and if the 20,000,000 acres were national property, and were con¬ 
tinually occupied at a rental of £4 an acre, here would be a national 
income of £80,000,000 a year, sufficient to defray all the legitimate 
expenses of our Government, Are we to be told that it does no 
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pay to improve such land Our answer is, it cannot fail to pay if 
the plan be rightly gone about. It would not be even necessary to 
erect cottages on the land to be improved. Houses placed on 
wheels, such as the itinerant showmen have, would be sufficient at 
first, until means would enable the proprietors to erect substantial 
cottages and farm-houses. It is the condition of Ireland which has 
induced some political economists to decry her small farms as the 
great cause of all her misery, whereas, the misery to be found there 
is due to the fact that the tillers of the soil rarely have the reward 
of their toil, but are constantly working to supply the never-ending 
demands of the absentee landlord and capitalist. But what a differ¬ 
ence we should see in Ireland among the agriculturists if every one 
had the right to all that his labour produced. "Where now you have 
sterility and scarcity we should behold blooming gardens and plenty. 
The interesting little volume of Mr. Blacker proves that a little 
timely help, combined with security of tenure, is capable of raising 
a prosperous tenantry on the smallest holdings, and a far greater 
produce than on larger farms. Prance, Tuscany, Holland, Belgium, 
Lombardy, are all cultivated on a system of small farms, and the 
produce from a given quantity of soil is greater in those countries 
than in England. The reports of the Labourers' Priend Society 
give numerous examples of cases in which whole parishes had 
become pauperised, while the soil was held by two or three large 
farmers, and was afterwards redeemed from pauperism by dividing 
the farms among the paupers, who were enabled to pay a much 
larger rent than had been previously paid by the large farmer. 

The reports of the parishes where the allotment system had been 
adopted establish the fact that land is rendered far more valuable in 
the hands of a labourer who cultivates it for himself than in those 
of a farmer who has to pay wages for everything that is done. A 
man works on his own farm to far greater profit than when working 
for another. He works early and late. The industry of his family 
is no longer lost to the community; the youngest pick up weeds, 
fetches and carries; all are made active and busy, A hundred far¬ 
mers on 1,000 acres (ten to each) means 100 litters of pigs ; 100 
milch cows, with butter, cheese, milk, veal, manure, &c. Mr. 
Blacker shows that a cow may be well maintained on three-quarters 
of an acre of land. It includes 100 broods of chickens with no end 
of eggs. It means 100 gardens, with potatoes and vegetables, 
yielding each a surplus of food for the market. No risk of capital 
js involved, because no wages are paid; there are smaller chances of 
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a bad crop in any season, for, in addition to a soil better trenched 
and pulverised by the spade and better manured, there are hands on 
the spot to substitue a new crop for that which has not succeeded. 
No establishment of horses and implements has to bo kept up, and 
although, for the time, there may be little surplus to sell, the holder 
can make shift to live by his cow, and his eggs, and his garden, and 
wait for better seasons. Por proof, the Dutch bear as high a rent, 
and are as heavily taxed as we are ; their climate is far worse than 
ours, because hard frosts compel them to maintain their cattle for four 
months every year on winter food. Yet, on their small farms they 
raise butter and cheese, and undersell our own farmers in our own 
markets. Look at the Swiss with their little farms, how indepen¬ 
dent, how comfortable, how intelligent, how moral they are; there¬ 
fore I maintain that all these advantages would be the lot of the 
unemployed among us if the untilled lands were placed at their 
disposal. 

" It has been ascertained," observes Mr. Chambers in his Tour 
through Holland and Belgium, " that the agricultural population of 
Belgium are the most contented, virtuous, and comfortable peasantry 
in the world. The farms are for the most part small, just sufficient 
to pay a moderate rent and support a family in a decent manner." 

Mr. Nicholls, in his report to Parliament, states, " that the farms 
in Belgium rarely exceed 100 acres. The number containing 50 
acres is not great; those of 30 or 20 are more numerous, but the 
number of holdings of from 5 to 10 and 15 acres, is very consider¬ 
able. The small farms of from 5 to 10 acres, which abound in 
Prance and Belgium, closely resemble the small holdings of Ireland; 
but the small Irish cultivator exists in a state of miserable depriva¬ 
tion of the common comforts and conveniences of civilized life, while 
the Belgium peasant farmer enjoys a large share of those comforts. 
The houses of the small cultivators of Belgium are generally sub¬ 
stantially built and in good repair, they have commonly a sleeping 
room in the attic, and closets for beds connected with the lower 
apartments which are convenient in size, a small cellarage for the 
dairy, and store for the grain, as well as an oven, and an outhouse 
for the potatoes, with a roomy cattle stall, piggery, and poultry loft. 
The house generally has decent furniture, the bedding sufficient in 
quantity, and an air of comfort pervades the establishment. In the 
cow-house the cattle are supplied with straw for bedding, and dung 
and moisture are carefully collected in the tank, the ditches had been 
secured to collect materials for manure, the dry leaves, potato tops, 
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&c, had been collected in a moist ditch to undergo the process of 
fermentation. The premises were kept in neat and compact order, and 
a scrupulous attention to a most rigid economy was everywhere ap¬ 
parent. The family were decently clad, none of them were ragged 
or slovenly even when their dress consisted of the coarsest material. 
In the greater part of the flat country of Belgium the soil is light 
and sandy and easily worked, but its productive powers are certainly 
inferior to the general soil of Ireland, and the climate does not 
appear to be superior. To the soil and climate, therefore, the Bel¬ 
gian does not owe his superiority. The difference is to be foumd in 
the system of cultivation and the forethought of the people. The 
cultivation of the Belgian small farms differs from the Irish : 1st— 
In the quantity of stall-fed stock which is kept, and by which a 
supply of manure is regularly secured; 2nd—In the strict attention 
paid to the collection of manure"which is skilfully husbanded; 3rd— 
By the adoption of rotations of crops. "We found no plough, har¬ 
row, or cart, only a spade, fork, wheelbarrow, and handbarrow. The 
farmer had no assistance besides that of his family. The whole 
land is trenched very deep with the spade. The stock consisted of 
a couple of cows, a calf or two, one or two pigs, sometimes a goat or 
two, and some poultry. The cows are altogether stall-fed on turnips, 
clover, rye, vetches, carrots, potatoes, and a kind of soup made by 
boiling up potatoes, peas, beans, bran, cut hay, &c, which given 
warm is said to be very wholesome, and promotive of the secretion 
of milk. 

Some small farmers agree to find stall room and straw for sheep, 
and furnish the fodder at the market price for the dung. On six- 
acre farms plots are appropriated to potatoes, wheat, barley, clover, flax, 
rye, carrots, turnips, parsnips, and vetches, green food for cattle, &c. 
The flax is heckled and spun by the wife in the winter, and three 
weeks at the loom in the spring weaves up all the thread. As far 
as I could learn there was no tendency to sub-division of the small 
holdings. I heard of nine holdings under five acres held by this 
class of peasant farmers, and six, seven or eight acres is the more 
common size. The average rent is 20s. an acre. A small occupier, 
whose farm we examined near Ghent, paid £9 7s. 6d. for six acres, 
with a comfortable house, stabling, &c, all very good of their kind, 
being 20s. an acre for the land, and £3 7s. 6d. for house, &c. This 
farmer had a wife and five children, and appeared to live in much 
comfort." 

" Mr. Nathaniel Kent, of Pulham, in his Mints to Gentlemen of 
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Landed Property, states, so far back as 1775, in reference to the 
Austrian Netherlands, that the state of that country is a proof that 
agriculture, when it is thrown into a number of hands, becomes the 
life of industry, the source of plenty, and the fountain of riches to a 

country, but that grasped by a few hands, it must dishearten the 
rest, lessen produce, and tend to general poverty. Small farms let 
everywhere for at least 15 per cent, more than large farms, the 
former affording this difference, by being worked by the tenants 
themselves, by greater frugality, and by little advantages of which 
large farmers will not stoop to take the advantage. "When small 
farms are destroyed we see a vast number of families reduced to 
poverty, the poor's rate increased, the small articles of provision 
lessened in quantity and raised in price, and the population reduced 
wholesale to the state of day and week labourers. The mechanic and 
manufacturer next feel the blow, the markets wear a different aspect; 
the vast amount of poultry, the quantity of pork, and a variety of 
other articles of food, are now no longer supplied in their former 
abundance. The great farmer raises no more than is necessary for 
his own consumption, because his wife and children will not take 
the trouble and care of them, or condescend to attend the market. 
The case is different on a small farm. It behoves the tenant here to 
make the most of everything, it lies under his eyes at all times, he 
seizes all minute advantages, cultivates every obscure corner, accu¬ 
mulates more manure in proportion to his land, and has a greater 
proportion of animal as well as vegetable produce. He does his own 
work with his own hands more cheerfully, diligently and zealously 
than for another. His wife and children are of great service to him, 
especially in the dairy. If these places were in greater plenty, farms 
would not be let at their present exorbitant terms, but being few in 
number, people being in absolute want of them must give whatever 
price is asked. The admirable work of Mr. Blacker demonstrates 
that the present condition of Ireland is the result of the ignorance 
and misgovernment of the peeple, and not of small farms. He 
gives case upon case of small farms highly rented, on which the 
tenantry, by being put upon a proper method of farming rotation of 
crops, but above all of stall feeding, have paid all arrears, met their 
rent punctually, and established themselves in comfort. All small 
farmers ought to use the spade, it does the work better and the crop 
is greater. In all drill crops they may put in a quicker succession 
of crops, and have one coming forward as the other is ripening. In 
wet seasons they can dig when they cannot plough, and its value in > 

turning stiff clay lands can scarcely be imagined. 
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"Among Mr. Blaeker's tenants, Greer holds 8f acres, rent 
£7 14s. 6d., has four cows, two calves, as much dairy produce as will 
supply his family, and spares as much as brings him in £11 14s. clear. 
Bruce holds 8 acres, has three cows and a horse, sold £9 worth of 
butter, besides supplying his family. This will more than pay his 
rent and leave him the rest of the produce besides. "Whiller keeps 
two cows, two heifers, and a horse, on 7\ acres. Parks 4J acres, 
rent £4 9s. 2d., feeds two cows after providing for his family; got 
£7 for his butter. Thomsom llf acres, three cows, a heifer and a 
horse. Singram, 3 acres, rent £25, seven cows, two heifers and a 
calf, two horses, sold £30 worth of butter, has 900 sacks of oats, 
one acre of flax; and then adds, I could make four times my rent • 
off my farm. All these persons were in prosperity, their land in 
fine heart, and their manure in abundance by Stalk-feeding. A host 
of other cases are given which establish beyond all question the 
superior productiveness, economy, and success of small farms, as a 
means of supporting in comfort the greater number of persons upon 
a given quantity, and of yielding the largest and surest rent to the 
landholder." 

Sir Henry Yavasour instances a cottier tenant of his " who rented 
3 acres of land: his stock consisted of two cows and three pigs, he 
cultivated his land with the assistance of his wife and daughter, 
twelve years old, at their over hours. They subsisted on their daily 
wages at other labour, paid their rent by the sale of their butter 
only, and were in the habit of saving £30 a year out of the 
produce of their land." Mr. Howard, of Melbourne Parm, had 
a tenant who at his over hours, aided by his family, cultivated an 
acre and a quarter, including the site of his cottage and fences. The 
land was so poor that it was not considered worth £5 an acre; in a 
few years however care and industry had improved it so much that 
it yielded a crop worth £10 17s. This poor man before he had any 
land had the greatest difficulty in maintaining his wife. His family 
had now increased to seven children, and his health become indif¬ 
ferent ; yet with his 1J acre of land, a cow and a pig, he was 
enabled to bring up his family without requiring any parish relief. 

At the Moor, near Malton, patches of 5 to 6 acres, let out to 
labourers, have raised them to comfort and independence, and so 
elevated their morals and self-respect that pauperism among them 
has. almost disappeared. Even boys from 12 to 14 years of age, 
tenants of Mr. Smith, Southern, "Warwickshire, on lots of one- 
fifteenth of an acre, easily paid him £5 an acre rent, and supplied 
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fifteen families with abundance of vegetables. So much has the 
cultivation improved the habits of the boys, that though previously 
they were without anything better to do than loiter about the parish, 
they are all now in full employment and perform the work of their 
allotments at over hours, while so great is their pride and pleasure 
in their plot of land, that every weed and insect is extirpated, and 
the crop is carefully watered whenever the droughts are too con¬ 
tinuous. Indeed, it stands to reason, that in the existing state of 
this country small farms are essential to the regeneration of agri¬ 
culture. An extensive series of experiments of the comparative 
merits of plough and spade husbandry has proved to demonstration 
the superiority of the latter. 

Mr. Palls, of Gateshead, obtained by the plough 38 bushels of 
•wheat per acre, by the spade 68 bushels. At Sherbourne, in "War¬ 
wickshire, Frederick Harris, a farm labourer produced by the spade 
16 bushels of wheat on a $ of an acre, being at the rate of 64 bushels 
per acre. Mr. Sidney, of Eedenhall, near Harleston, holder of 300 
acres, beginning with 18 acres, increased his spade cultivation to 50 
acres, encouraged by the luxuriant crops of all kinds of which it is 
the result, at a cost for thorough digging 12 inches deep, and pulver¬ 
izing the sub-soil, and ridging it, of only £2 an acre. The pressure 
of the plough in moist weather frequently glazes the bottom of the 
furrows, and prevents the passing of the water, the retention of 
of which in the mould which is intended for the seeds on heavy 
soils is too frequently succeeded by scanty crops, especially when 
sown with barley. Deep forking brings up fresh soil for the young 
clover plants. By this method the allotment-tenants of the Bishop 
of Bath and "Wells, according to his lordship's authority, obtain 
produce to the amount of £16 to £20 an acre. Their gardens act 
as a savings' bank for labour, by securing the immediate employment 
of small spare portions of their time and capital. Spade husbandry 
is not a system of expense or risk. By turning up the ground 5 or 
6 inches deeper than the plough goes, there is an opportunity afforded 
for the descent and diffusion of the roots, and with regard to wheat 
the number and length of the roots are much more considerable in 
forked than in ploughed land, and the continual addition of decom¬ 
posed matter afforded by a succession of rooty fibres, must effect a 
great and permanent improvement in its productive powers. 

Mr. Peargus O'Connor moderately estimates the keep of each horse 
at £25. Its life at the working age is worth not more than 7 years 
purchase which on a value of say £35 is £5 per annum. Then its 
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shoeing, harness, plough, and harrow tackle, implements required 
for horse husbandry, medicines, and other expenses cannot be taken 
at less than £5 more, or £35 in all. In many English farms four 
horses are used in ploughing, but take the number of 50 acres at 
only two, and the services of a man to hold and a boy to drive, the 
one at 8s. 6d., and the other 3s. 6d. per week, or we may safely 
say £100 in all, for tilling 50 acres, this is equal to the wages of 
5 labourers at 8s. a week; and as land can be let for digging at £2 
per acre, or £100 for 50 acres, it is clear that there is actually eco¬ 
nomy in spade labour, besides feeding men in preference to brutes, 
and securing a much more productive crop. Sir John Sinclair 
reports, as the results of spade work, that a labourer can dig an acre 
in 20 days, which at 313 working days is as nearly as possible 16 
acres in the year. A spade, well observes Mr. O'Connor, can be 
had for a few shillings, will find its way anywhere, up hills, between 
rocks where a plough cannot be used. The ground is made more 
level, the seeds more evenly covered and therefore more easily 
ripened, not disturbed by horses' feet, weeds are better taken 
up, and for thorough pulverization what is equal to a slap with the 
spade or shovel The high authority of Sir John Sinclair, founder 
of the Board of Agriculture, in favour of the reclamation of waste 
by the spade, and of small farms, is supported by him with sufficient 
reasons. 

" In early ages of society," he well remarks, " when oxen and 
horses were cheap, when they were fed at little or no expense, when 
their stables were little better than miserable hovels, when the 
wages of ploughmen were low, and when labourers were not suffi¬ 
ciently numerous for carrying on extensive cultivation by manual 
labour, it is not to be wondered at that the invention of the plough 
should be accounted a valuable discovery. But now horses are dear, 
their accommodation and food expensive, implements of husbandry 
are costly, while labourers are abundant, and their wages are low/ 
For porous soils which have been so highly cultivated by the small 
farmers of Belgium, manual labour is sufficient for the production 
of abundant crops for hilly lands, which would cut up horses severely 
without ploughing effectually, the spade prepares horizontal ridges, 
which would retain the soil in heavy rains. Trenching is by far the 
most effectual method for reclaiming rugged wastes, deepening soils, 
removing roots and stones, mixing the various substances of the soil 
together, correcting inequalities of surface, and bringing the land 
more speedily into cultivation. In the end it is the cheapest, two 
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crops repaying the cost. 20,000 acres in Aberdeenshire, and as much 
more in other counties, have been thus reclaimed, stripped of weeds, 
and made very fertile. Sterile and stoney lands in Forfarshire, and 
soils of a retentive bottom, have by trenching produced not only 
heavy grain crops, but clover, potatoes, carrots, and other deep-rooted 
plants. Mr. "Wardell, of Park Hall, Sterlingshire, thus trenched 
the wild common at £9 an acre, and produced the finest turnips 
in the country, on land which scarcely yielded a blade of grass. 
Mr. Portman, of Dorsetshire, reclaimed and rendered highly pro¬ 
ductive his wastes at a cost of only £6 an acre. 

Merchants and manufacturers cannot reckon upon safe returns ; 
funds fluctuate according to the reports in the evening and 
morning papers; a world-wide nervousness has seized man¬ 
kind, and many an undertaking, upon which labour depends 
for its life, is not carried out for fear of failure and ruin to 
its projectors. Hundreds among us are annually killed by brain 
and heart disease, unable to hold out against so many calls upon 
their systems. The laws of entail and primogeniture, which have" 
consolidated estates and amalgamated small farms, have fearfully 
increased the evils of society. One son gets a large estate, and hia 
younger brothers, who might have tilled their own land inheritance, 
are driven into the towns to compete with the teeming crowds who 
are already there. Farmers who are dispossessed of their small 
holdings by some huge agriculturist are driven to their wits' end; 
and the loss of customers consequent upon the depopulation of the 
rural districts by great lords is conrpelljng^the_trjdesm.en- of .-villages 
and agricultural towns to fly to the_oyejgrown citi'es._for jthe neces= 
saries of life. Much as I admire and esteem the intelligence and 
patriotism of the modern reformers, who press forward the question; 
of "Economy," " Eetrenchment," and " Eeform," I must expresi 
my regret that they leave in the rear the two most vital question 
of the day, " Land and Money," on the settlement of which depends 
the stability and happiness of our country. 

The political gospel of J. E. McCulloch has demonstrated if not 
to his own conviction, at least to the satisfaction of the landed gentry, 
that monopoly in land is good, while a monopoly in trade is perni¬ 
cious, and that what is sauce for the goose is not sauce for the gander. 
"We, who advocate the nationalizing of the land, maintain that if 
the church lands of Ireland had been purchased by the State, and 
afterwards let out in small allotments to the people of Ireland, that 
such a course would have been the means of allaying the irritation 
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that is so prevalent in Ireland at the present time; for, however 
we may attempt to disguise it, the Irish nation will not be content 
to allow the Marquis of Sligo to] have on lease 476 acres for 
£4 17s. lid. per annum—not per acre—but for the lump. Then 
the Marquis has 1,015 acres for £8 4s. 8d. per annum, and lastly 
710 acres for £1 Is. 9d., or 2,271 acres of church land for 
£14 13s. lid., or three halfpence an acre; or a nobleman to have 
5,775 acres at threepence three farthings per acre; or a Baronet, a 
member of Parliament, to hold 9,760 acres at threepence an acre ; 
or a John Beresford to have 3,773 acres at 3s. 9d. per annum in 
perpetuity. Think of it! To be a freeholder of 3,773 acres for 
ever, at 3s. 9d. the lump. There is also another Beresford, who has 
3,731 acres, for which he pays 3s. llfd. in perpetuity. Contemplate 
the fact that the Marquis of "Waterford has 1,155 acres for eight- 
pence per acre; or the glaring case of Irish land robbery, by a 
public servant, the late Lord Lieutenant, the Duke of Abercorn, 
who did not hesitate to gratify himself, and expose his meanness by 
taking advantage, by might, over the natural rights of Irishmen, 
in securing a lease of 12,000 acres of land, in November 1867, in 
the midst of the Fenian revolt, at a yearly rental of £137 for the 
whole. No wonder that the Beresfords, the "Waterfords, the Sligos, 
and the Dukes of Abercorn, are so anxious to support the Irish 
church and all the other iniquities, while the Irish people look upon 
them as cunning rascals, who take advantage of their weakness and 
rob them of their birthrights, which nature in her bounty has 
supplied them with. Depend upon it the Irish will never be happy, 
nor cease to demand the repeal of the union, while such glaring day¬ 
light robberies take place in connection with their land, and while 
they are unable to get the use of small plots without paying to the 
Saxon robber an exorbitant rent; and have the conviction that the 
only right to the land was the use of it, and that all who need land 
should have it while there is any to use, subject to the paying a 
rent to the national treasury, to assist in paying all liabilities con¬ 
tracted on behalf of the nation. To our simple thinking, it would 
be better that mankind derived no profit from employment, than 
that they should not be employed; and that it would be an immense 
benefit to the producers of all classes in England if this good maxim 
was carried out, that those who could and would not work, neither 
should they eat. If that was so, we should not be pestered with 
princes from no man's land, or those parasites who whisper on the 
stairs of the palace, and solicit that berths be given them with large 
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salaries, to be sinecurists, fattening upon the labour of other men. 
Neither would the nation be horrified continually by the number of 
half-pay officers, who are living specimens of that class who expose 
their meanness in taking from the public purse large sums for playing 
at soldiers. If the opponents to home colonization can show us 
where or how our teeming population can be more profitably em¬ 
ployed than in subduing the wilderness, and making the solitary places 
glad, let them. We have two millions of unwilling idlers among us. 
Trade cannot employ them; commerce is over done; not that it 
should be so, and would not be, but for the insane policy of the 
money-mongers, who with the Act of Sir Eobt. Peel, of 1844, keep 
up a bullion monopoly. Once have free trade in money, with the 
power at all times of increasing the money medium, based upon 
wealth, and thus making it as easy to get money for goods as it now 
is to get goods for money, and then would come the true science of 
society—production the cause of demand, not as now, demand thelj 
cause of production. There are 450,000 new candidates for work, II 
wages, and food, pressing upon us every year. Ten millions of hard 
earned rates are squandered upon the local poor; £12,000,000 of 
annual charity as well. £22,000,000 of money given away to the 
pauper class for no return-—for debasement, dependence, the bread 
of idleness, the abject and self-degraded consciousness of importunate 
beggary; and 20,000,000 of acres of improveable soil without a 
single spade in it. Farms of ten acres each for 2,000,000 farmers, 
and their families of 10,000,000, all being in comfort and indepen¬ 
dence. How long shall the folly of rulers destroy the self-respect 
and self-reliance of the people Is not the way plain for us The 
whole of the country is surveyed and divided into convenient parishes. 
In almost all these are waste lands crying out on spenthrift boards; 
there are paupers knocking at the Union door; yonder is the common, 
the moor, the outlying patch, the unconsidered trifles of the soil, all 
which have yet their use. "What hinders but our own apathy, that 
we should set all these to work for public abundance and individual 
good. Give all these men their plots, implements, seeds, and food, 
until they can gather in their own crops, and then we shall have 
them respectable members of society. " Give a man," said wise 
Arthur Young, many a long year ago, " the secure possession of a 
rock, and he will turn it into a garden; give him a nine-year's lease 
of a garden, and he will turn it into a desert." Are we not even 
yet alarmed at the annual invasion of England and Scotland. The 
Irish landlords send over the food; what wonder that the people 

c 



18 NATIONALIZATION OF WASTE LANDS. 

should come after it! "When will we take warning Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen, Leeds, Bristol, Manchester, and London, 
swarm with Irish, and through their coming wages decrease, and 
hard work and poverty becomes the lot of all, and crime increases 

daily, simply because under the present arrangements there is not 
sufficient work for all. 

Thp_cfviinfry i'r fhp n^rs^ry of fbp towns; from thence comes the 

energetic spirits, the genius, the ambition. It is from it our Hamp- 
dens, our Cromwells, and our Elliotts come, to renew the greatness 
of our cities, and make London famous to the world. Sap the tree 
that puts forth this fruit, and what is to become of us "What! 
can we keep a people great by making a nation of shop-keepers 
If we had nothing from generation to generation but cotton and 

calico, and Spitalsfield's blood running through the nation's veins, 
where would our physical strength be Shop-keepers and clerks 
are poor stuff to make heroes out of. It may hold on for a genera¬ 
tion or two—but unless town blood be renewed from the country, or 
refreshed in the country, we may look for a speedy beginning of the 
end. Par be it from me to deprecate what the cities have done. All 
honour to the men who have worked our iron to enable us to span 
our rivers; and who have shown such marvellous skill as to become 
the manufacturers for the world, in all the arts and sciences, and 
have made dumb matter to perform the work of thought and plastic 
fingers with more than human precision; and thus made the resources 
of nature our servants. He who can fail to reverence the energy, 
genius, and industry which has achieved all this, and to respect the 
men who have been the instruments, is indeed but fit to live and 
bellow among savages. Let us have our great towns and our fac¬ 
tories, but let us have our ploughmen and spade-men too. Let us 
scent the sweet country air, and be not altogether machinery gone 
mad, and civilisation run to seed. I do but contend for this— 
that as nature made the country and man made the town we should 
still keep about as some of nature's handiwork; and while we 
worship the graven image of art, we should bow down in our highest 
moments before the great spirit of nature. 

I maintain that a people, all, or for the major part, made up of 
town, will become a tailor and flunkey people. I would mingle 
those whose speech is of Cheques and Cash, with those whose talk 
is of Corn and Cattle. Evenin-the-United States the baekbtwte-'of 
the-UBforrTrits-farmers. They are its life-blood, its moral regulators, 
t.he guardian of its reason, the depositories of its principles, its sound 
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mind in a sound body. A nation made of Johnnies and Jeameses 
cannot exist for many generations, without collapsing through weak¬ 
ness ; such has been the fate of all ancient nations. Give us the 
charms of Art, Literature and Science, the thousand thoughtful 
appliances, the skilled contrivances, the well-arranged conventions 
of populous city-life; all of which impress upon the mind the ele¬ 
vating intelligence of civilisation. 

" "Where virtue is there men are virtuous." But as man is some¬ 
thing more than what his tailor makes him, as the life is more than 
raiment, so I would not lose manhood in citizenship and the primary 
elements of humanity. There is such a thing as breeding too fine. 
"We should not lose instinct in custom, or make habit, which is called 
a second nature, equal to the first. "We would not have ready-made 
clothes-horses instead of men. "We do not want mere bundles of 
rules, needs and wants; Cocknies, to whom Day and Martin's black¬ 
ing is as much a necessary of life as air and water. Then let us 
all do our best to increase our small farmers; they are the true raw 
material of humanity, often a very raw material indeed, but still 
the right stuff, true in the grain—the right substance to take on the 
polish of civilisation, without losing the tough fibre of their native 
forests and the vitality of the living oak. 

It is not my intention to inquire into the reason why so many 
thousands of persons are out of employment; but to accept the 
statements made by many pub he and philanthropic men that thousands 
are at the present time seeking profitable work, and being unable to 
obtain it is the principle cause of so much poverty, misery, and 
crime in our land. If such is the case it will be admitted that 
the man who proposes a plan whereby employment that would give 
plenty, comfort, and happiness, and all the necessary conveniences 
of life to all those who are now in want of the same, would be 
conferring a boon on society. 

It is stated by the Earl of Laudersdale, Mr. McCulloch, Sir Jj 
Sinclair, Sir A. Allison, and other eminent statists and agriculturists,! 
that if the land in the United Kingdom was properly cultivated it 
would be capable of maintaining a population from 100,000,000 to 
120,000,000. If such is the fact, the plan which I propose will 
not be considered as Utopian or impracticable; but if carried out 
would be the means of providing work for all, and produce pros¬ 
perity among all classes in the United Kingdom. 

The following will show at a glance how so desirable an end 
might be obtained. First, that an Act of Parliament should be 



20 NATIONALIZATION OF WASTE LANDS. 

passed specifying that on and after the 1st day of January, 1874, all 
forest and unfilled land throughout the United Kingdom be bought 
and used for all national purposes. That a Board of Commissioners, to 
be called " Land Eedemption Commissioners," who should have full 

power to survey, value, and purchase on behalf of the state portions 
of such land from time to time that they may select to be used as 
hereafter stated. The owners of such land to receive a bond for 
their value, to be called " Land Debenture Stock." The said bonds 
to be redeemed in the course of 40 or 50 years, and to bear an 
interest of 3 per cent, until so redeemed. The interest and capital 
of such bonds to be paid out of the future revenue of the land so 

purchased. The said commissioners to be elected, one from every 
county in the United Kingdom, by every man over 21 years of age, 
of sound mind, and unconvicted of any crime. Each commissioner 
to receive a salary of £500 per annum, for their services, and the 
said commissioners to render a quarterly account to the Home 
Secretary, so that he may be able to answer all questions, and give 
full particulars respecting the land under their control. 

The land purchased by the commissioners to be allotted out in farms 
of 400, 200, 100, 50, and 25 acres each, and the tenants of such 
farms to be supplied with an amount of national notes in proportion 
to the size of farm. The said notes to be legal tender for all purposes 
of trade, to enable them to purchase agricultural implements, live 
stock, all kinds of seeds, pay the cost of erecting farm-house and 
outbuildings, also to provide clothes and subsistence during the first 

year. The notes so advanced to be redeemed at the rate of one- 
twentieth every year, the tenants also agreeing to pay one- 
twentieth of the yearly profits to assist in liquidating the " Land 
Debenture Bond." 

"When the land and capital shall be redeemed, one twentieth of 
the profits to be paid into the National Exchequer, to assist in 
defraying the expenses of the country. 

The following outlines of the plan will enable all readers 
to understand at a glance the benefits to be derived when 
carried out. 

Forty men to have a farm of 400-acres to cultivate on the co¬ 
operative system, and have advanced to them £2,000 worth of 
national notes to be spent as follows :— 
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For farm-house, outbuildings, &c £300 
Agricultural tools, &c 250 
Live stock, seeds, horses, waggons, &c. 450 
Food and clothes for forty men, first year 1000 

Total £2000 
This sum so advanced to be paid back by twenty yearly instalments; 

the first instalment to be paid at the end of the second year. 

Twenty men to have a farm of 200-acres to cultivate on the co¬ 
operative system, and have advanced to them £1,000 worth of 
national notes, to be spent as follows:— 

Farm-house and building £200 
Agricultural tools, &c. 
Live stock, seeds, horses, waggons, &c. 
Clothes and food for twenty men, first year 

Total 

100 
200 
500 

£1000 
To be paid back as before stated. 

Ten men to have a farm of 100-acres, to be cultivated on the co¬ 
operative system, and have advanced to them £500 worth of national 
notes, to be spent as follows:— 

Farm-house and shed £100 
Agricultural tools, &c. 50 
Live stock, seeds, &c. .100 
Pood and clothes for ten men, first year 250 

Total £500 
To be paid back as before stated. 

Five men to have a farm of 50-acres to cultivate on the co-opera¬ 
tive system, and have advanced to them £250 of national notes, to 
be spent as follows :— 

Farm-house and shed £75 
Live stock, tools, seeds, &c 75 
Clothes and food, first year 100 

Total .£250 
To be paid back as before stated. 
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Two men to have a farm of 25 acres, and have advanced to them 
£250 worth of national notes, to be spent as follows:— 

Cottage, tools, &c. £125 
Stock, seed, &c 85 
Food for men first year 40 

Total £250 
To be paid back as before stated. 

Now, supposing that the forty men on the 400-acre farm should 
cultivate 300 acres of corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 
900 qrs., which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an 
income of £1,800, and allow 100-acres for rearing live stock and 

growing fruit and vegetables. 
If the twenty men, with the 200-acre farm, were to cultivate 150 

acres with corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 450 quarters, 
which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an income of 

£900, and allow them 50 acres for the rearing of live stock and 

growing fruit and vegetables. 
If the ten men on the 100-acre farm were to cultivate 75 acres 

with corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 225 qrs., which, if 
sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an income of £450, and 
leave 25 acres for rearing live stock and growing fruit and vegetables. 

If the five men with a 50-acre farm were to cultivate 40 acres 
with corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 120 qrs., which, if 
sold at £2 per quarter, will give them an income of £240, and to 
allow 10 acres for poultry, fruit and vegetables. 

If the two men with the farm of 25 acres were to cultivate 20 
acres with wheat, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 60 quarters, 
which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an income of 

£120, and allow them five acres for garden purposes. 
If under this system we take 20,000,000 of unfilled land, 'and 

divide it as follows, we should find, for example, that 4,000,000 
acres would give 10,000 farms of 400 acres each, and employ 400,000 
men, worked by a capital of £20,000,000 worth of national notes. 

Again, 4,000,000 acres of land would give us 20,000 farms of 200 
acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital of 
£20,000,000 worth of national notes. 

Again, 4,000,000 acres of land would give us 40,000 farms of 
100 acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital of 

£20,000,000 worth of national notes. 
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Again, 4,000,000 acres of land would give us 80,000 farms of 50 
acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital of 
£20,000,000 worth of national notes. 

Again, 4,000,000 acres of land would give 160,000 farms of 25 
acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital of 
£20,000,000 worth of national notes. 

Thus it will be seen we should have 20,000,000 acres of waste 
land brought under cultivation, creating 310,000 farms, worked by 
a capital of £120,000,000 worth of national notes, the whole of 
these farms supplying annually at least 46,200,000 quarters of 
wheat, which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would realise £92,400,000, 
exclusive of cattle, poultry, fruit, vegetables, and other farm 
produce, such as butter, eggs, &c. Thus will be seen the advantage 
to be derived from carrying out such a system :— 

Land brought under cultivation 20,000,000 
Farms created 310,000 
Men employed 1,920,000 
National notes advanced 120,000,000 

I am aware that many will say—Is it your intention, then to make 
money To this question I would decidedly answer—Yes, the 
same to be redeemed by the co-operator on the farms, as previously 
stated. And it must be remembered that this representative money, 
so created, would not only be the meaos of giving the opportunity 
to the 1,920,000 men to work on our unfilled land, producing large 
quantities of wheat, but also give employment to builders, agricul¬ 
tural implement makers, furniture makers, and in fact, to all who 
are employed in any way making the necessaries and conveniences 
of life. And let it not be forgotten that this money would eventually 
find its way into the hands of the surveyors and contractors, who 
would be able to employ a large number of navvies, carpenters, 
bricklayers, iron workers and other mechanics, for making supple¬ 
mentary railways as feeders to our large termini, and thus open up 
all districts throughout the country, bringing about a closer union 
between the citizen and peasant; also, in making waterworks that 
would supply our towns with pure water—cutting irrigating canals 
throughout the length of the land, so that when we have hot and 
dry summers the crops should not suffer, and the supply fall short; 
making subways and sewers in all our towns, and erecting establish¬ 
ments to receive the excrements of our cities, to be converted into 
deodorised guano—making enbankments to all our rivers, so as to 
utilise the mudbanks, which at the present time only create fever 
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and pestilence—pulling down the worst parts of our towns and 

rebuilding them on a good sanitary system—building large schools, 
with playgrounds attached—and houses with all the latest domestic 
accomodation for our working classes, the producers of all our wealth 
—also in making cheap trains and railways to carry lime, clay, sand, 
and the rich alluvial soil of our river beds to the poor, bog, fen, and 
moor lands, wherever situated. Men being employed on these useful 
works would be the means of increasing trade throughout the 

country, which would bring prosperity to all. 
The only men who might complain of such a system would be 

the bullionists, who, basing all our money arrangements on a metallic 
foundation, have been the cause of paralysing our trade, depreciating 
our wealth, and sowing ruin broadcast among the community, bring¬ 
ing in its train sorrow, misery, criminality, and many other evils 
that afflict society. 

I believe that such a system as the one here advanced is the only 
cure for our present trouble, and that the use of national paper 
money based upon wealth can alone give work to our unemployed 
classes, and bring about that millenium so ardently longed for by all 
lovers of our country, so that in the future she may be the home of 
the free and the happy. 

COMPENSATION TO LANDLOEDS ON THE EESUMPTION 
BY THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND. 

Moeeovee, the public interest surely ought to receive some consider¬ 
ation from those who have so long held dominion over the soil. 
There are many kind considerate men among them who would pro¬ 
bably enter upon the consideration of this question with a spirit of 
fairness, particularly as they must be well aware that the people in 
claiming the restoration of their right of inheritance in the soil, 
wish to obtain that by no other means than by a just and equitable 
compensation to the present owners of land, or to urge upon Parlia¬ 
ment the passing of any Acts of unconditional resumption which 
was so often done by the Parliaments of former times. Let it, how¬ 
ever, be borne in mind, that this increased and increasing value in 
land, has not in any way resulted from what the great landlords 
have done. The increased value of land is to be found in the in¬ 
creasing industrial enterprise of a continually increasing population, 
trade and commerce, which every year requires a wider basis for its 
agricultural, manufacturing, commercial, trading, and other indus- 
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trial operations. As the whole community may be said to have 
contributed towards the increased value of land, it is they who are 
therefore most entitled to the benefits to be derived therefrom. 
Consequently the enormous price paid for land in the neighbourhood 
as well as within our large towns, would form no correct criterion 
in giving a just compensation to the landowners, and at the same time 
having a due regard to the public interests. The fact is, that land 
within our large towns and centres of industry has reached fabulous 
prices. As already stated, every square yard is almost equal to a 
little fortune; you might cover it with sovereigns in certain situa¬ 
tions, and almost pack them edgeways without any great fear of 
giving too much for it.—History of Landed Tenures, by A. A. Walton. 

THEEE INSTANCES OF THE ADVANTAGE OF PAPEE 
MONEY. 

Me. Duncan, in his pamphlet on the "Bank Charter Act," gives 
further instances of the beneficial power of Paper Money, as the 
following extracts will show :— 

" Paper money broke the power of the First Napoleon at Leipsic. 
By a decree on the 30th September, 1813, from Peterswaldau in 
Germany, the allied sovereigns issued paper notes, guaranteed by 
Eussia, Prussia, and England, which soon passed as cash from Kam- 
sckatka to the Ehine, and produced the currency which brought the 
war to a successful issue. 

Feedeeick the Geeat's Pfenbeiefe.—" Paper money enabled 
Frederick the Great to raise Prussia, exhausted by wars, from a state 
of prostration to wealth and power. That monarch issued land 
mortgage notes, called Pfenbriefe, bearing interest, but inconvertible 
so long as the interest was paid. "With these monetary instruments 
he forced or fostered Prussian agriculture, and caused it to grow in 
strength and riches beyond any country in the world, except the 
United States. The Pfenbriefe were so good a security that they 
were readily negotiable even during the wars of Napoleon." 

Scotland.—" Paper money built every town and village in Scot¬ 
land, constructed all its docks, harbours, roads, factories, opened out 
all its mines, and reclaimed the whole of its soil from primitive 
barrenness. The Scotch note is not only current in all the Scotch 
marts of trade, but penetrates into the remotest glens of the High¬ 
lands. It is received where the sovereign is rejected. Peel's Act 
of 1845 now compels the banks of Scotland to hold gold when the 
note circulation exceeds £3,000,000 ; this gold is deposited in the 
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cellars, and rarely unpacked from the barrels in which it is trans¬ 
mitted from the London mint. There is no demand for it, and the 
shopkeepers shun it, lest it should be short of weight or counterfeit. 
They have faith in their own paper—a faith based on a hundred 
and fifty year's experience."—Harvey's Exchequer Note, v. the Sove- 

A MAEKET BUILT FOE NOTHING!! 
" Labour the source of all wealth, of all rent, and all interest." 

Daniel De Lisle Beock, Governor of Guernsey, was waited upon, 
Jonathan Duncan tells us in his pamphlet on the "Bank Charters," by 
a deputation of the principal townsmen of St. Peters, who requested 
his countenance and assistance towards the erection of a covered 
Market, much wanted in that town. The Governor readily consented, 
and asked in what way he could assist them most effectually. He 
was told that the principal difficulty was to raise the required funds 
—the Governor replied, that if that was the only difficulty, he 
thought he could surmount it, but he would first ask if they had 
the requisite stores of bricks, timber, granite and flags, but above 
all, had they the skilled artizans and labourers required for the 
building of the Market—They replied that there was no want of 
Labour or raw material; that their difficulty was chiefly financial, 
—" Oh!" replied the Governor (and let the name of Daniel De 
Lisle Beock be ever held in esteem for his enunciation of a great 
principle) " if that is all you want, I will, aB Governor, sign, stamp, 
declare legal tender and issue 5,000 Market Notes—"With these pay 
for material and wages.—Go to work and build your market." The 
market was commenced; the first effects were to animate trade by 
the additional circulation for payment for slates, bricks, &c, and to 
increase the custom of the shops by the expenditure of the workmen 
employed on the market. 

In process of time the market was finished. [J. H. has been on 
a pilgrimage to see it, when living at Jersey, and can bear witness 
to its convenience and completeness]—stall rents became due and 
were paid in these notes. 

"When the notes all came in, the Governor collected them, and at 
the head of a procession, with some little form and ceremony, he 
proceeded to the Town Cross and publicly burnt them by way of 
cancelment! 

THE MAEKET WAS BUILT FOE NOTHING.—Not exactly 
for nothing, the market cost labour, skill and material, and what 
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else do any of the works of man require "What more do the 
Eivington "Works or the Thames Embankment or Eailways require 
but labour and material 

May 16, 1864. James Haevey, Liverpool. 

NATIONAL NOTES TO CAEEY ON THE CIYIL "WAR IN 
AMEEICA. 

At the commencement of the war with the seceding States of the 
South in 1861, the Debt of the United States was about £50,000,000. 
At the conclusion of the war in 1865, the Debt amounted to 
£600,000,000 sterling. 

The Americans speak of this contest as " the most costly and tre¬ 
mendous war that the world has ever known." For some time they 
had 500,000 soldiers in the field, and the expense of their army was 
about £400,000 a day. 

One of the immediate effects of this lavish expenditure was to 
banish gold and silver coin from circulation. Metallic money was 
largely exported to pay foreigners for the munitions of war. But 
the Americans never dreamed of relinquishing their determination 
to vanquish the South because their gold and silver were exhausted. 
The nation's real wealth, the land, the iron, the manufactories, the 
mines, and above all the industrious and energetic men remained. 
Government issued paper money with no sparing hand. The paper 
money was of all denominations. Greenbacks as low as 3 cents 
were in circulation. This currency, based on the whole wealth of 
the nation, and for which the faith of the nation was pledged, was a 
first mortgage on the land and property of America. The people 
readily and gladly accepted it. In this money they carried on the 
transactions of trade. It was the medium in which they bartered 
their commodities with one another. With their commodities they 
bought this paper, and with it they paid their taxes to Government. 
As in the early days of the Colonies the paper money tended greatly to 
develope the resources of the country. During the four years of 
this great war " we have increased in numbers, wealth and pros¬ 
perity," says an American writer. It was also necessary that with 
enormous taxes the prices of all commodities should rise. The 
abundant currency issued by the Government, furnished the medium 
in which prices could rise ; and thus the producer was enabled to 
add to the cost of production the fair amount of taxation due from 
the consumer. The Americans thus emancipated themselves from 
the restrictions of a metallic currency. 



MTMALIZATM OF RAILROADS, 

AND HOW TO BUILD THEM. 

In these days of Nationalized Post Offices, and Nationalized Tele¬ 
graphs, the man who advocates the Nationalization of railroads, runs 
no risk of being classed as a wild visionary or violent madman, true 
he may rouse the animosity of the timid and ignorant, or create 
terror in the minds of those who have a special pecuniary interest 
in our railroads. 

When the advocate for Eailway Nationalization stands before his 
fellow countrymen to maintain the right of the Nation, to demand 
that their public servants (the House of Commons) carry out the 
arrangements for Nationalization, based on equity to the present 
owners, no cry can be raised that I advocate the confiscation of rail¬ 
road property, for it must not be forgotten that the State, acting 
through its past and present Parliament, has individualised railroad 
property, and that the present or future Parliament can only Nation¬ 
alize our railroads by fully compensating the present owners. Thus 
there can be no legitimate cause of fear, on the part of the present 
owners, to hand over their property to a national executive, who can 
manage the same for National purposes and National gain. I do 
not advocate the Nationalization of Eailroads so much from a pecu¬ 
niary point (for I loathe and despise the man who can only advocate 
a change in any institution of our country, without lugging in the 
low base pocket pound, shilling, and pence argument), but for the 
extra comfort and greater certainty of safe travelling on our rail¬ 
roads than is at the present time guaranteed by our private railway 
owners. Many will be the advantages if the railroads are public 
property, which I hope to show before I close this chapter. Once 



NATIONALIZATION OF RAILROADS. 29 

place the railroads in the hands of a central authority, such authority 
to be the best well known managers of our railroads, who must be 
accountable to Parliament direct, and then there would not be any 
risk of undue patronage or unfair squeezing into office a number of 
outdoor relieved incapables without the House of Commons having 
the power to question such appointments, as would at all times occur 
under any Cabinet, whether Tory, Whig, Eadical, Eepublican, or 
National. 

The advocacy of Eailroad Nationalization will undoubtedly rouse 
the opposition of Sir Edward Watkins, and those who think with 
him, that it would be well to Nationalize the Eailroads of Ireland 
and India, yet who oppose the Nationalizing of the English and 
Scotch Eailroads on economic grounds, which to place in plain and 
intelligible language, means that seeing that the Irish and Indian 
Eailroads pay so small a dividend and that holders of such stock 
would be gainers by their Nationalization, yet strongly oppose the 
same for English and Scotch Eailroads, on what they are pleased to 
call economic grounds. Those who have faith in the heavy brain 
weighted heads of our present railroad directors may consider me 
exceedingly discourteous when I maintain that to use such language, 
is to expose their cupidity, and to say in understandable words, 
that at present they can squeeze out of the English and Scotch tra¬ 
velling public a profit which they cannot do in Ireland or India, and 
that they will not advocate the Nationalization of English and Scotch 
Eailroads until they are positively profitless to the speculators, con¬ 
tractors, stools: exchange gamblers, and others, who fatten upon the 
hard-earned money of those who invest in them, for the sake of pro¬ 
viding for old age. 

When all hope is gone of making money out of English and 
Scotch Eailroads, the future Sir Edward Watkins and others will 
do their utmost to persuade the Government to buy their property 
outright so that in the end they may not be losers. 

True it will be that we shall have the usual army of brainless 
croakers, wretches who are never absent in times of National mis¬ 
fortune, who will shake their empty heads and put on their most 
serious look, and maintain that the time has not arrived for such a 
change, and that they would not pay if they were taken from the 

present railroad rack renters, and Nationalized. To such unfortunate 
beings I can only reply that Father Time is an unfortunate laggard, 
and never up to their scratch ; as regards their second objection I 
ask (not the croakers for they can never learn better) the public to 
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bear in mind the success and profit which has attended the Nation¬ 
alization of Post Offices and Telegraphs, which is a sufficient answer 
to all their objections. True it is that a system of public robbery 
has been going on for many years in both offices by men whom the 
press of England would be pleased to extol as patterns of honesty 
with all the virtues of angels, but who entirely ignore that such 
"respectables" never gave an equivalent for what they have been 
receiving out of the public purse, and who help to continue the 
present system of charging one penny for letters in London, and 
other large towns, that could be carried for one farthing, were it not 
for the necessity of raising a large fund, at the expense of the letter 
writing community and letter carriers throughout the country, to 
pay either unjust pensions to those who have done nothing for their 
country, and therefore do not deserve them, or help to pay interest 
upon past unjust war debts. 

Cost in the future must be the limit of price in all our individual 
and National concerns : upon that law, and no other, I shall work 
out my scheme for the Nationalization and building of our Eailroads. 

Many statements have been made by the press and the interested 
public, that our railroads represent value to £500,000,000, a state¬ 
ment so wide of the truth that I feel compelled to give it a distinct 
contradiction. It is perfectly true that those who have manipulated 
and managed our railroads from the year 1825 down to the present 
time have burdened our railroads with such a debt; but when we 
take into consideration the past cost of constructing our railroads, 
the fancy price of land, cost of materials, workmanship of all kinds, 
we shall be nearer the truth when we estimate the cost at 
£300,000,000, and the over-charge of the £200,000,000 paid to 
the projectors, speculators, and stock gamblers, who have had the 
manipulating of our railroads to the serious loss of the honest and 
old age investing public, who parted with their money in good faith, 
unaware that part was paid as bonus to help the projectors, specu¬ 
lators, and bankers to carry out their frauds.* 

Take, for example, the London, Chatham, and Dover Eailway, 
and it will be seen what I mean. During the last railroad mania, 
certain men who were anxious of securing large sums for their land 
which was required by this company, men acting on the directorate, 
issued glowing accounts of future advantages and dividends that 
would accrue to all who would invest their money, and, to keep up 

*See Ottoman Eailway soheme and others, when floating such companies. 
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the deception, went so far as to gild their iron railings to deceive 
the public, and who at last had to place their Stock paper in the 
hands of their contractor, Sir Morton Peto, (who stated that it was 
often found necessary to sell stock scrip representing £100 for less 
than £40 in cash, to enable him to continue the work begun by these 
speculators. These men did not hesitate to commit public fraud in 
stating that the required capital was subscribed, and thus it hap¬ 
pened that in the end the London and Chatham Eailroad became 
saddled with a debt of £17,000,000 instead of £10,000,000, the 
original estimate; and it can be easily understood that if it was 
necessary to raise an income of 5 per cent, upon its issued stock, it 
would require that the travelling public should, in addition to the 
£500,000 as interest upon the £10,000,000, pay £350,000 blackmail 
upon the £7,000,000 which was never received by the* directors. 
Can we wonder that this railroad became bankrupt, and but for 
special Parliamentary power would have been sold by auction, to 
have paid the largest dividend to the swindled investors The 
£7,000,000 was not received by the projectors, contractors, and the 
Stock Exchange gamblers, and was not bond-fde capital and cost. 
This is a case parallel with our National Debt, for we are assured by 
Messrs. Capps, Leoni Levi, and others, that to enable the English 
Government to carry on their self-imposed task of destroying Napo¬ 
leon, and liberty in Europe, from 1793 to 1816, they contracted 
liabilities of £586,000,000 for which we are black-mailed every 
year to pay 

' an interest upon, while the country only obtained 
£339,000,000. We were charged with an extra amount of 
£247,000,000 for the benefit of the stock gamblers, and the war 
fever, money making wretches of that day. So it may be said of 
our past railroads : they are weighted with debts of £500,000,000, 
but in reality have not cost more than £300,000,000. Thus I have 
introduced my subjects. Now for the arguments and facts to warrant 
me in asking for your support and co-operation in carrying out my 
suggestions. 

Thanks to the valueless services of 4,000 out of the 4,500 direc¬ 
tors of our railroads, and to the want of wisdom on the part of the 
remaining 500, railroad management became so great a failure that 
at last the public, out of pure disgust, called upon the Government 
in the year 1865 to appoint a Eoyal Commission, to investigate the 
railroads and report upon them. Many well-known aristocratic 
men were placed upon that commission; but, alas, like many other 
Eoyal commissions, although they examined and found that much 
was wanted, no action has been taken by our Paternal Government 
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in carrying out their suggestions, and it is left for the public to 
demand that something be done. From that report I propose bring¬ 
ing all my arguments, drawing all my facts, and applying all my 
remedies. In so doing I shall achieve two objects. The facts pro¬ 
duced will enable me to meet all the objections raised to my statistics 
and figures, and secondly to produce evidence and testimony from 
well-known public men, who have advocated the Nationalization of 
our Eailroads. 

Necessity, we are told, is the mother of invention in all things; 
and now it is actually the public want and necessity that compels 
the public reformer to demand a National system of railroad travel¬ 
ling. 

Thanks to the many earnest efforts of Mr. Gait, Mr. Bradden, 
Mr. Williams, Mr. Hill, and others, whose plans, as a whole, I feel 
bound to oppose, the English public at last feel that something must 
be done. Things have come to their worst, and if we can only 
increase the desire for change, and show how it may be gratified, 
something will be done. 

English navvies, briekmakers, bricklayers, iron workers, carpen¬ 
ters, surveyors, and all the army of noble labourers, assisted by many 
gold owners, have produced an enormous amount of wealth, for 
labour is the source of all wealth, and although on many railroads 
more than the original amount of capital advanced to construct the 
roads has been paid back, we have the melancholy fact that several 
of our railroads are bankrupts, and others are in disuse, a state of 
things which could not possibly have occurred if they had been con¬ 
structed upon a sound system. 

Thus I have opened up the subject, now for the facts as produced 
by the commissioners. Although the commissioners collected all 
the materials necessary for arriving at the important point to which 
their great aim was directed, " namely, the great discovery of some 
more economical arrangement, by which a considerable reduction in 
the cost of conveyance and in the charges to the public could be 
effected." They did not succeed in discovering an exact and definite 
scheme by which thoBe two great objects could be accomplished, and 
it was left to a Mr. Jones, of Essex Street, Strand, to work out a 
universal railway plan, by which a considerable reduction in the 
charges can be made without cheapening the means of conveyance 
by railroad at the expense of the National Exchequer. The plan of 
Mr. Jones, to which I give my hearty support, exacts a penny for 
third class passengers, two pence for middle, and three pence for 
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first, the same to be paid on entering a railway, or at certain points 
as he passes over them, this cost varying according to the class of 
carriages he selects to travel in. 

Mr. Gait suggested that the fares should be reduced to one third. 
Mr. Bradden desires that all persons should be enabled to travel any 
distance, first class, Is second, 6d., third, 3d.; existing fares lower 
than that, to remain the same, both plans ignore cost, and therefore 
must be condemned. A must not be in the position of a pauper to 
B, nor B to A, both men must pay the cost of their travelling, and 
then they will stand on equal terms. 

The richer classes have benefitted most, largely in point of cost, 
because the railways enable them to dispense with posting, which 
was in the past 2s. a mile. The middle classes have also largely 
benefitted in additional comfort and cheapness, the working classes, 
the makers of the railroads have been the last to be considered. 

In order that the scheme of Mr. Jones may be better understood, 
and the additions to that scheme suggested by myself in purchasing 
the railroads made plain, and that the country have the full benefit 
of the plan, it is of vital importance that the railways should be 
made national property, and afterwards let out to responsible men 
who would supervise and work the railroads for the benefit of all. 

It is not worth the time to discuss whether the machinery of Mr. 
Jones for issuing tickets at the pay stations is the best, but take the 
cost per mile, and the examples he gives to prove the soundness of 
his position. 

At the present time coals are carried at halfpenny a ton per mile, 
the empty carriages sent back free, and a large profit made. If so, 
the cost of working a train must be small indeed. Will it pay 

The commissioners at 75 of their report, supply the amount as 
follows:— 

Maintenance of Way 
Locomotive 
Carriage Eepairs, &c. 
Traffic Charges 

To be accurate say 2s. a mile. 

Two shillings is the cost of conveying five hundred passengers a 
mile; that is £1 12s. for sixteen miles. 

D 

6 35,d. 
6 75d. 
3 37d. 
6 91d. 

23 38-1 11* 
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The stop-stations or turnpikes in the proposed plan are placed on 
an average about sixteen miles apart. It will cost 32s., therefore, to 

work a passenger train from turnpike to turnpike. 
In each hundred passengers who travel by rail in England at the 

present time the average is sixty-two third-class, twenty-seven 
second-class, and eleven first-class.* 

Examples. 

TURNPIKE TO TURNPIKE, 16 MILES. 

s. d. 
62 passengers at Id. each. 
27 
11 

k100 

3d. 
„ 6d. 

5 2 
6 9 
5 6 

17 5 
5 

£4 7 1 Toll (500 passengers) 
Cost of train—16 miles at 2s. per mile 1 12 0 

Profit (172 per cent.) .£2 15 1 

TURNPIKE TO TURNPIKE. 

(Carriages only half full.) 

250 passengers at 17s. 5d. per 100 
Cost of train—16 miles at 2s. 

£2 3 
1 12 

Profit (36 per cent.) 

6} 
0 

11 6J 

All the cost covered, and lis. 6Jd. (36 per cent.) profit made on 
an outlay of £1 12s., without taking into account the amount 
received for excess luggage (over 561bs. weight), or any toll from 

passengers in and out at stations between the turnpikes who would 

pay the same toll or fare as for the whole distance. 
All this we can afford to look upon as nothing! 
Next pursue the route from 

* " 1st Class 11-03; 2nd Class 27-01; 
Returns, fo. 114. ' 

3rd Class 61-96.!'—Summary of 



NATIONALIZATION OF RAILWAYS. 

LONDON TO EDINBUEGH. 

TOLL PAYABLE FOE PASSENGEBS. 

Ordinary j Trains. Fasti "rains. 
People's Class. Middle 1st Middle 1st 

Stop-stations. 
Class. Class. Class. Class. 

Miles. 
S. d. S. d. S. d. S. d. s. d. 

22 London to Welwyn 0 1 0 3 0 6 0 6 1 0 
44 „ „ Sandy 0 2 0 6 1 0 1 0 2 0 
59 „ „ Huntingdon. 0 3 0 9 1 6 1 6 3 0 
76 „ „ Peterboro' 0 4 1 0 2 0 2 0 4 0 

105 „ „ Grantham 0 5 1 3 2 6 2 6 5 0 
120 „ „ Newark.... 0 6 1 6 3 0 3 0 6 0 
138 „ „ Eetford 0 7 1 9 3 6 3 6 7 0 
156 „ „ Doncaster 0 8 2 0 4 0 4 0 8 0 
171 „ „ Knottingley. 0 *9 2 3 4 6 4 6 9 0 
191 „ „ York 0 10 2 6 5 0 5 0 10 0 
210 „ „ Thirsk 0 11 2 9 5 6 5 6 11 0 
236 „ „ Darlington 1 0 3 0 6 0 6 0 12 0 
261 „ „ Durham 1 1 3 3 6 6 6 6 13 0 
275 „ Newcastle 1 2 3 6 7 0 7 0 14 0 
295 „ „ Hexham 1 3 3 9 7 6 7 6 15 0 
312 „ „ Bellingham 1 4 4 0 8 0 8 0 16 0 
338 „ „ Eiccarton 1 5 4 3 8 6 8 6 17 0 
351 „ „ Hawick'.... 1 6 4 6 9 0 9 0 18 0 
364 „ „ St. Boswells. 1 7 4 9 9 6 9 16 19 0 
371 „ „ Galashiels 1 8 5 0 10 0 10 0 20 0 
386 „ „ Heriot 1 9 5 3 10 6 10 6 21 0 
395 „ „ Dalhousie 1 10 5 6 11 0 11 0 22 0 
405 „ „ Edinburgh.. 1 11 5 9 11 6 11 6 23 0 

LONDON TO HOLYHEAD. 

Carriages only half full. 

Toll, 250 passengers, at £15 13 6d. per 100 
Cost of train, 264 miles, at 2s. per mile 

Profit (48 per cent.) 

Examine now the result of the longer journey. 
' 

£ s. d. 
39 3 9 
26 8 0 

£12 15 9 
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LONDON TO EDINBURGH, 405 MILES, 

(Ordinary Train.)* 

Profit (147 per cent.) 

62 passengers 
27 „ 
11 „ 

s. d. 
at 1 11 
,,5 9 
„ 11 6 

t 2s. 

£ s. 
5 18 
7 15 
6 6 

d. 
10 
3 
6 

100 £20 0 7 
5 

Toll (500 passengers) 
Cost of train, 405 miles a 

£100 2 
40 10 

11 
0 

£59 12 12 

LONDON TO EDINBURGH, 

(Carriages only half full.) 

Toll, 250 passengers, at £20 0s. 7d. per 100 
Cost of train, 405 miles, at 2s. per mile 

£ s. a. 
50 1 61 
40 10 0 

£9 11 5| Profit (23J Per cent-) 

But there are many additional things to take into account. Excess 

luggage would be a large item:—the charge for each cwt. of excess 

luggage would be the same as for a "people's class" passen¬ 
ger. Tons of coals are annually carried to London at three-eights of 
a penny per ton per mile. Hear Mr. Mallet, president of the Eoyal 
Society of Engineers (fo. 98) : "At this moment on many of the 
lines of England coals are carried at a halfpenny per ton per mile, 
and pay a profit of between 200 and 300 per cent." Mr. Forbes 

(fo. 99); " Coal could be carried at a halfpenny per ton per mile all 
over Ireland." Earl of Lucan, chairman of the Irish Great 
Northern and Western Eailway (fo. 101): " All heavy goods should 
be sent at a halfpenny per ton per mile." Mr. Bidder (fo. 102): 
" He should carry coal at three-eights of a penny per ton per mile. 
He would carry passengers by one train per day at a farthing per 
mile. He had no doubt you would have an enormous number of 

* Present Fares; 3rd class, 33s.; 2nd class, 51s.; 1st class, 70s. 
Beturn tickets (eightj days allowed); 3rd class, none; 2nd class, 85s.; 
1st class, 116s. 9d. 
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passengers at a farthing a mile. He had a contract last year as to 
having coals in at a farthing per ton per mile. The stimulus that 
would be given to traffic by the lowering of the rates would be 
attended with great advantages." These are witnesses before the 
Eoyal Commission on Eailways. Their evidence will be found in 
the Eeport at the pages marked against them. And in the opening 
page'(Part I.) the Commissioners themselves make the following 
report, which, taken in reference to the present attempt—contrary 
to the opinion and against the will of the ruling powers—to compel 
a wholesale reduction in passenger fares, is singularly apt, remark¬ 
able, and interesting, and most reasonably may be expected to be 
followed by a similar result:— 

"In 1821 an Act was passed authorizing the construction of a 
railway from certain collieries near Darlington to the port of Stock¬ 
ton-on-Tees. This short line was destined to have an important 
influence on railway progress, as it was the first public line on 
which steam power was used for locomotion, and also the first to 
carry passengers. 

The Act of 1821 provided only for horse power; but on the 
earnest representation, by George Stephenson, of the advantages that 
would result from the use of his improved steam locomotive, the 
promoters resolved to give it a trial, and an amended Act, obtained 
in 1823, contained a clause giving power to work the railway by 
means of locomotive engines, and to employ them for the haulage of 
passengers, as well as merchandise. 

" It is worthy of remark that in order to check the use of this 
line for conveying coals for shipping, and to confine it to inland 
traffic, parties interested in rival ports contrived to insert a clause 
limiting the charge for the haulage of all coal to Stockton for ship¬ 
ping, to one halfpenny per ton per mile, whereas the rate of fourpence 
per ton per mile was allowed for all coals transported for land sale. 

" It was supposed by all parties that it would be impossible to 
carry coals at such a low rate without loss; but this rate not only 
turned out profitable, but formed ultimately, the vital element in 
THE SUCCESS OP THE EAILWAY."* 

But, as these witnesses recommend heavy goods to be carried at 
such a low price, do they know how much it will cost to carry them 
Would it not entail a loss on the companies to do as these witnesses 

* " T took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed 
them altogether."—(Numb, xxiii. 11.) 
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suggest? The Commisioners' Eeport shall answer the question. 
What does it cost to carry coal by rail Turn to page 76 of the 
Eeport and there get the answer in these words:— 

" Eeceipts—320 tons at f d. per ton per mile 
" =10s. per double mile." 

" Expenses—320 ton at 23d. per double mile 
" run, or 19 per cent, of the receipts:" 

(that is to say) 
Eeceipts 10s. Od. 

Costs(i ncluding return of the trucks) Is. lid. 

Profit (421 per cent.) 8s. Id. 

EAILWAY AMALGAMATION. 

The Committee on this subject met under the presidency of Mr. C. 
Fortescue. Captain Tyler, of the Board of Trade, was recalled, and 
briefly examined with regard to arbitrators in cases of dispute 
between railway companies. Arbitration was also tedious, and 
traffic arrangements were stopped, until the decision was 
given. It was high time, in his opinion, the Government 
took the question of railway control into their consideration. 
If these amalgamations were allowed the question would 
come up whether the State shall manage the railways, or whether 
the railways shall manage the State. There was no reason why the 
State should not buy up the railways gradually. It was put to the 
witness whether it would not be unfair for the Government to com¬ 
pete with an opposition line which they had not bought, and he 
replied that then the injured company would come forward and 
complain, and the Government would offer to buy it up atj a fair 
price. He thought the purchase of one line by the Government 
would be the thin end of the Avedge which must be driven home. 
He had no doubt whatever that the railway tyranny now felt 
would be increased and intensified if the railways of the country 
were amalgamated into two or three great systems. He thought if 
amalgamation was allowed, the companies ought to be brought 
within stringent conditions providing for the ultimate purchase by 
the State of the railways. This was the least which ought to be 
done. He was not able to suggest any terms; but he could place 
a statement before the committee on a future day. He believed the 
State could manage the railways much more cheaply than the rail- 
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way companies; and passengers would be carried at cheaper fares, 
and goods at cheaper rates than at present. Accidents would be 
less frequent. 

Mr. Bidder, civil engineer, thought it most desirable that a low 
scale should be established for the carriage of coal; and he thought 
that if the lines were purchased and leased out by Government, 
that fd. should be paid per ton per mile. 

Mr. Forbes thought that coal could be carried at ^d. per ton per 
mile all over Ireland. 

Mr. Brady, secretary to the Special Commissioners on Irish 
Fisheries, said, " That the railways had not given those facilities of 
transit that would induce the fishermen to follow their occupation 
with diligence. The rates of carriage on fish, particularly on small 
parcels, tend very much to depress it. Fishermen, unless they get 
the way of sending small parcels of fish, each man sending his 
parcel to his factor in Dublin, must sell it to some hawker or others, 
who send it away, and the consequence is that the hawker is the 
man who gets the profit, and the fisherman gets very little for his 
trouble. I think that if the railways afforded greater facilities 
you would give greater encouragement to the coast population to 
fish, for they will take any ordinary employment rather than follow 
that very precarious one of fishing, unless they have good markets 
and facilities. Each fisherman ought to have facilities afforded him, 
then he would get his money direct the next day to himself." 

A strong opinion in favour of the purchase of the Irish railways 
by the Government and their amalgamation has been expressed by 
Mr. Malcomson, the chairman of the Limerick and Waterford Eail- 
ways; he said, '' the Irish railways represent an expenditure of 
£26,395,100, which, as valued by Mr. Dargan, are now worth 
£22,000,000." 

Eepoet of Sie Eoland Hill, K.C.B., F.E.S. 

In one sense the railway companies have met with great success, 
the actual amount of traffic far exceeding the most sanguine expec¬ 
tations of the original projectors. Such unexampled success should, 
in the natural order of things, be attended with large profit to 
those whose enterprise, perseverence, judgment, and capital have 
produced it. 

No one can fail to be struck with the great amount of public 
dissatisfaction on the subject of railway management, of which 
indeed, not a little has come before us in evidence. And it must be 
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admitted, that there are points and occasions on which complaint is 
well founded, and that the grounds of such complaint it is important 
to remove. 

It must be borne in mind, that on all or nearly all lines of railway 
Parliament has a controlling power, as it has specially reserved 

authority to revise, as often as it shall think fit, the maximum 
rates of any line; so that any attempt to maintain unduly high rates 
can readily be checked. 

What I recommend is, that either a department of Government 
should be created, or the superintendence of railways committed to 
one of the existing departments, and that the controlling power thus 
established should act as lessor, not only in granting leases, but also 
in fixing suitable terms and enforcing due observance of contract. 

That the plan described in this summary might be tried experi¬ 
mentally by the purchase, in the first instance, of some one railway, 
or say, of all the Irish Eailways. 

I am of opinion that the system of management by lessees would 
be found to have important points of advantage alike over the 
existing system of management by directors, and over any plan of 
direct management by the Government itself. 

Amongst the reasons for the transfer of railway property to the 
Government, not the least important is the effect which such transfer 
would have in giving to this kind of property that stability in which 
it is now so notoriously deficient. 

The reasons for transferring the general control of our railways to 
other hands appear to have been greatly strengthened by recent 
events. Some lines appear to be sinking into bankruptcy, others 
have confessedly fallen into that state, and the way to deal with such 
lines has already become a perplexing question. It is extremely 
improbable that a company in a state of bankruptcy can work its 
line in a manner consistent even with public safety. 

In relief from Taxation.—Should railway property be transferred 
to Government, the change will naturally open the question of con¬ 
tinuing the tax on railway travelling; and it is scarcely neeedful to 
say, that as soon as the revenue can spare the amount involved, it is 
desirable that this and every other mode of conveyance should be 
relieved of an impost so obviously objectionable; a relief 1 he more 
equitable, seeing that in Ireland the impost does not exist. 

As regards local taxation, the injustice of the present system has 
been spoken of elsewhere (par. 3); and as there seems to be no reason 
why railroads, after becoming national property, should be rated 
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while other roads remain free, and as at the same time it cannot be 
to the interest of the nation at large to tax its own property for local 
purposes, thereby taking money out of one pocket to put it in 
another,—raising the fares to lower the rates,—it appears reasonable 
that, as a part of the whole plan, such local taxation should be 
abolished. 

By reduction in current expenses, however, reduction in fares is 
promoted more directly and efficaciously; for while, equally with 
economy in outlay, it creates ability to reduce, it also—as may be 
shown—renders reduction, to a certain extent, an act of sound policy 
even as regards simple profit. 

Whatever objections may exist to the Government purchase of the 
English and Scotch railways, the case of Ireland is evidently 
peculiar, the impossibility of continuing the present system, being, 
indeed, distinctly maintained by nearly all the witnesses on the 
subject, however they might differ as to the mode of relief. The 
management of most of the lines (with a few creditable exceptions), 
seems to be universally regarded as at once costly and inefficient, 
the fares and other charges as unnecessarily high, whilst for want of 
that co-operation now becoming, through amalgamation and other 
means, so common in England and Scotland, the conveyance of 
passengers and goods is subjected to much inconvenience and 
derangement. 

Many of the companies are represented to be in serious pecuniary 
difficulties, and it is urged that without aid from Government several 
of the lines must fall into disuse. 

The evidence shows the existence in Ireland of a strong desire for 
the purchase of the railways by Government, and that such desire, if 
not universal, is very general. 

It should be added, that as the whole railway system of Ireland 
does not greatly exceed the length of line held by some single com¬ 
panies in England, while the capital invested and the amount of 
traffic are even less, the purchase of the lines would involve com¬ 
paratively little risk o responsibility. 

It is therefore recommended that the Irish lines should be 
purchased by Government, as early as practicable, in the manner 
proposed as under, in respect of railways generally. 

PLAN OF PUECHASE. 

That on and after a certain date all railroads shall be purchased by 
the State, the shareholders to receive in exchange for their Bonds 
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Eailway Consols, their value to be regulated by their highest market 
value, during the five years preceding their purchase. The Consols 
to bear an interest of five per cent, for thirty years, and at the 
end of that time all claim upon the country to cease. If the holder 
desires to have the full value of the Bonds in money, the Govern¬ 
ment to have the power of paying the same in National Notes, such 
notes to be made for the purpose, the notes to be legal tender for all 
purposes of trade, &c. 

In the future construction of railroads I would urge the following, 
that in the event of Parliament being satisfied that additional rail¬ 
roads were required, that the estimated capital should be advanced 
by the State, and that, to save expense, the amount required 
should, be advanced in national notes, to pay for material and work¬ 
manship, such notes to be made in a National Bank, and issued when 
the railway commissioners certified that the amount demanded was 
required for work done.' Thus, if a railway to Leeds was estimated 
to cost in materials and workmanship £10,000,000, 10,000,000 £1 
notes should be created to construct the same, that when the line 
was in working order a charge upon the same to he made, that 
would enable the Government to call in five per cent, of the 
£10,000,000 of the original capital; by this process the whole 
£10,000,000 would be cleared off after 20 years, and the line abso¬ 
lutely free from all constructing charges. The question may be 
asked, do you intend making money to which I answer, yes. 

The House of Parliament has given power to the Bank of England, 
a private Joint Stock Bank, to make Bank of England Notes for 
their private advantages, and it would be quits possible for the 
Government on behalf of the people to set up their own printing 
press and make national notes, to create national works. 

Some may contend that to make money for this purpose would 
cause depreciation of all property; not at all, I believe it would 

appreciate property, and be the means of supplying the public with 
money that would enable them to purchase the commodities of their 
neighbour's more readily, and, in fact, be the means of producing 
wealth, and consuming the same. 

There is no need for a moments delay, we have large numbers of 
men waiting to work, vast quantities of clay, sand, chalk, iron, wood, 
&c, waiting to be used to make the same; all that is required is a 

simple plan to put the whole in motion for the national benefit. 
Much more might be said, but time and space is my tyrant, and I 

therefore must conclude by urging you to advocate cost as the limit 



NATIONALIZATION OF PUBLIC WORKS. 43 

of price, and as it has been shown by railway commissioners 
that it is possible to travel at the present time 16 miles for a penny, 
you will not cease your national and official efforts until the 
same be carried out by a national power, and this inaugurating 
national railways built by national moneys. 

The following letters were printed some time ago, they contain all 
the information for the carrying out of Costless Public Works, I 
therefore confidently call upon all to help in demanding from the 
Government the right so to do. 

To the Membees op the Metropolitan Board op Woeks. 
Gentlemen,—For many reasons, best known to your constituents) 
you have been elected to fill one of the most honourable positions in 
this metropolis. Thousands have longed for the same, but have 
been disappointed, and have had to content themselves with a local 
position instead of a metropolitan one, but remembering that the 
higher the position the greater the responsibility, I make bold to 
address you, in the hope that you will give heed to my counsel, not 
only for your own credit, but for the sake of those whom you repre¬ 
sent. Since the formation of the Board of Works much has been 
done to improve our City, both in the making of new streets, the 
building of sewers, and last, but not least, the construction of the 
Thames Embankment. So far as the work done, I have no cause 
for complaint, but as regards the work to be done in the future, and 
how this work shall be done, I take this opportunity of advising 
you. It must be a painful fact to gentlemen of your refined feelings 
to know that while passing through this metropolis there is so much 
to regret and mourn over, when viewing the wretched streets, alleys, 
courts, and other fever-dens that you must notice whenever you take 
your walks abroad, or pass from your own well-fitted habitations on 
your way to meet your brother counsellors at your Board table. I can 
quite comphrehend that you would alter all this if you knew how. 
Believing this to be your position towards the public, I make bold 
to show you by what process the object you have in view can be 
most economically and effectually attained. Having noticed that 
you have agreed to grant your sanction for the making of a new 
street from Oxford Street to Charing Cross, and also to drain the 
large sum of £200,000 of the ratepayers' money to assist in so 
doing (which we presume, will be borrowed at five per cent, under 
present arrangements), to be paid by future generations. Now, all 
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this five per cent, interest could be saved by adopting the following 
suggestion. Let the Board pass a resolution to solicit from the 
Government the power of borrowing a number of bank notes, 
marked to denote that they were issued by the Board of Works 
for metropolitan improvements, the said notes to be paid over to 
those who pull down the houses in the line of the new Btreet, for 
laying in the foundations, for payment for bricks, mortar, sand, wood, 
and other materials used in erecting houses; for the payment of 
salaries, wages, &c. Let the people accept these as legal tender for 
taxes, &c, just the same as Bank of England notes are accepted at 
the present time for all purposes of trade. By adopting this course 
new streets could be made and built, and the rents from such 
houses would gradually redeem the notes advanced for the same. 
Thus, if the new street from Oxford Street to Charing Cross would 
cost a million of pounds sterling, this sum could be paid back at the 
rate of five per cent, per annum. By such means, after allowing 
£50,000 for the cost of making and printing the notes, the Board 
of Works would own a property worth £1,000,000, the rents during 
the twenty-one years redeeming the original sum of £1,000,000 
advanced to carry out the work. When so redeemed, the Board 
could either reduce the rents or reserve the £50,000 a year towards 
other City improvements. By adopting the above arrangements 
London could be rebuilt upon a uniform and comprehensive plan, 
equal to Paris or any modern city, supplied with all the conveniences 
suitable for a large city. During the rebuilding tramways and rail¬ 
roads could be made if the people of London so desired with public 
representative money, and thus give work to the masons, bricklayers, 
carpenters, and labourers of every description including surveyors, 
architects, and all those who would be required to assist in carrying 
out such City improvements as would tend to add to the comfort, 
happiness, and prosperity of this mighty metropolis, you would by 
carrying this out immortalise your names as benefactors of the 
human race. 

TO THE MEMBERS OP THE METROPOLITAN BOAED OP WORKS. 

Letter II.—How to Build Public Water Works. 

Gentlemen,—In my last letter I endeavoured to point out to you 
the desirability of making new streets and other City improvements, 
by the use of Eepresentative Notes, made for that purpose. I now 
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make bold to draw your attention to the necessity for a greater and 
purer water supply for London and its suburbs. Now that cholera 
is once more making its appearance among us, it is of primary im¬ 

portance that we should have a pure and constant supply of good 
water for the use of the inhabitants of this mighty metropolis. The 
Times and other papers are continually drawing attention to the 
inadequate supply of water, and urge the Government and other 

public bodies to earnestly take into their consideration how to supply 
water at a cheap rate for the advantage of the people. Many of the 
present water companies are unable from their present sources to 
supply water free from organic life, which is the cause of many 
infectious diseases now prevalent among the inhabitants of the East 
End and the marshy districts around the metropolis. True, it is, 
that many of the companies have spent large sums in building large 
filtering reservoirs to purify the water before passing into the houses 
to be used for culinary and other purposes, but after all the outlay 
I still maintain that the supply is not equal to the wants of the 
people. Many schemes have been propounded and plans submitted 
to the public with the hope that something would have been done 
ere this. Several plans were suggested to bring water from Wales, 
Cumberland, and other places where it was known that large natural 
water sheds existed. Undoubtedly one of these plans would have 
been carried out, but for one thing, viz., the want of means to do so. 
One proposer of a plan suggested to make an aqueduct sufficiently 
wide to allow of supplying all the towns and villages along the route, 
and where it was possible, to make artesian wells to increase the 
supply in case of sudden and prolonged drought reducing the quan¬ 
tity from the head basin. Now, I contend, that this, and many 
other things, might be done, if you would but give your serious 
attention to the means to be adopted to carry them out, and I 
believe that you would earn the eternal gratitude of future genera¬ 
tions of Londoners if you would at once move in the matter, and 
secure from such works a sufficient revenue to pay all local taxation, 
and thus in the future relieve the taxpayers from their heavy bur- 
dens, which at the present time is reducing them to a state of semi- 
pauperism. I therefore, on behalf of the ratepayers, call upon you 
to solicit £15,000,000 of National Notes from the State to be used 
in the making of the aqueduct that would supply London with a 
constant quantity of water, sufficient for all purposes. The notes 
so advanced to be paid away to the men who owned the land, to 
the men who would make the bricks,»the iron work, the wood 
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work, and in fact to pay for all material and labour to be used 
in such work. 

The notes so issued to be legal tender for all payments. It is 
not for want of material or men that the work is not done. We 
know there are millions of tons of clay, sand, chalk, and breeze 
ready to be made into bricks, millions of tons of iron and wood 
ready to be used for such purposes, and as regards men, your own 
every-day knowledge will prove that there are hundreds of surveyors, 
brickmakers, bricklayers, carpenters, ironworkers, excavators, and 
others wanting and asking for work, who would be only too glad to 
assist in creating one of the most useful works that would be the 
means of preventing our people from dying of typhus and other 
fevers, caused mainly from the want of a constant and pure supply 
of water. I therefore urge it upon you to ask from the Government 
the loan of National Notes sufficient to carry out this national work, 
the same to be redeemed out of the future income, and when so 
redeemed, the water-rate income to be used to reduce local taxation. 
The work must be done, and as representative men of the metropolis 
I call upon you to take the matter in hand for the advantage of the 
people, and the reduction of local taxation. Let there be no delay; 
prove by your actions that you are the wise men of this generation 
elected for your businesslike qualities and your desire to serve your 
fellow citizens. You now have an opportunity to carry out a great 
work; let the future prove you are the men equal to the task, and— 

In our distress with Legal Tenders chase 
All fear of want from Labour's hardy race, 
Bid Aqueducts be form'd to bring the rills 
Of purest water from the neighbouring Hills ; 
Bid Lakes expand where Youth may safely float; 
Bid deepen'd Streams the Health of Towns promote ; 
Bid Harbours open, public Works and ways extend; 
Bid Temples worthier of Art and Science ascend ; 
Bid the broad Arch the dangerous Flood contain, 
The Mole projected, break the roaring main. 
Back to her bounds the subject Sea command, 
And roll obedient Rivers through the Land; 
Lastly let Government such Wages give 
On Public Works, that all may toil and live: 
Then all who toil will find life pass along, 
Happier sustained by Labour than by wrong; 
Then will our Yirtuous Poor be better fed, 
Nor workhouse test,—nor destitution—dread 
And all around them rising in the scale 
Of Oomfoit, show that humanity's Laws provail. 
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To the Mayor, Council, Corporation and Citizens op 
Birmingham. 

Gentlemen,—Having seen a notice in the newspapers that it is 
your intention to apply to a branch of the Government for permission 
to raise a loan to enable you to lay down a thorough system of tram¬ 
ways through the principal thoroughfares of your town, I make 
bold to address you in the hope that you will seriously consider my 
suggestions, and so act as to, secure the greatest amount of comfort 
for the inhabitants of Birmingham and its locality at the least 
possible cost. For many years past, when any town or country 
improvements have had to be made, it has been the practice to 
borrow a sum of money in gold from those who possess the precious 
metal, to enable the projectors to carry out their arrangements, and 
to do this the inhabitants have not only had to pay an increased 
amount of taxation to pay off the borrowed capital, but an interest 
in addition, the said interest bringing no advantage to the taxpayer. 
Now, to continue this system is not only unwise for the present 
generation, but entails an expenditure upon future generations, 
which, in equity, they have no right to bear. Knowing your love for 
economy, and especially for your fellow-townspeople, and believing 
that you understand how to do that which is right to enable you to 
advance the public good, I venture thus to address you. The sum 
desired for the making of your tramways having been estimated at 
£500,000, I urge you to apply to the Goverment for the loan of 
that sum, to be issued in National Notes, free of all interest, with 
the understanding that you will pay for the making "of the notes 
(which, for dies, paper, and workmanship, would cost you a very 
few pounds); the notes so borrowed to be legal tender for all taxes 
payable in Birmingham and throughout the United Kingdom and the 
British dependencies. With the notes thus issued you could com¬ 
pensate those whose interests would be interfered with in the 
making of the tramways, pay the paviors, the iron and wood 
workers; pay for the cars and horses supplied; for building of 
stables and the erecting of houses (if required) for the drivers, con¬ 
ductors, and their families to dwell in. Thus, having paid away 
the sum borrowed, you would be in possession of the buildings 
and tramways to the worth of £500,000, having the power of 
carrying passengers and luggage to an unlimited extent. Now, 
supposing you to work the property well, you would have, at the 
very least, an income of £25,000 a year clear, being at the rate of 
five per cent, over and above the actual cost of working the lines, 
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and thus having the power of calling in yearly £25,000 of the 
borrowed notes, which would leave you, in the course of a quarter 
of a century, with an unmortgaged property worth £500,000. 
Having, then the opportunity of continuing the rate of charges 
while you were clearing off the borrowed amount, to enable you to 
carry on the expenses of the corporation out of the proceeds of your 
tramways, you would have no necessity for levying local rates, or, 
on the other hand, making such charges only as to cover the working 
expenses, which would enable you to carry passengers and goods at 
a very small rate. By adopting the plan proposed, I believe you 
would be the means of improving the comfort of your fellow- 
townsmen, and adding to the beauty of your city, at the same time 
giving work to hundreds of skilled artizans and labourers in Bir¬ 
mingham, who are at the present time .asking and waiting for work; 
who in their turn would be enabled to purchase the commodities 
and necessaries of life by their honest labour, and producing wealth 
to an illimitable extent, which would not only give an increased 
impetus to the trade of Birmingham, but add materially to the 
wealth and prosperity of the nation. I therefore earnestly implore 
you to carry out my suggestion for the benefit of the present and 
future generations. 

To the Editor op the "Beehive." 

Sie,—Some time ago I sent a plan to the Social Science Associa¬ 
tion, showing how the unemployed might have full work based upon 
the plan of making money so as to commence some useful public 
work; but judge of my surprise when they awarded a prize of £25 
to Mr. Arthur Arnold for simply asking to enlarge our borrowing 
powers. Why anyone could have done that without the fee of £25 
for their trouble. I hope the time will come, and that shortly, 
when we shall have a National Public Works Board who shall have 
the power to survey the whole of the kingdom; and wherever they 
see the necessity of making rail and tramways, gas, or waterworks, 
or any public works that would benefit the community, to have 
power to apply to Parliament for permission to take the uecessary 
capital so to do, the capital so made to be redeemed out of the future 
profits of the work. For example, supposing that it was found 
desirable to bring water from Wales to London, and that the 
estimated cost for workmen's wages, iron tubes, or bricks, tunnels, 
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and all the expenses therewith was £20,000,000, you could pay this 
sum away as the works proceeded, and reckoning that it took five 
years to complete, you then would have the means of supplying all. 
the towns and villages along the route, and finally London, the 
income, after paying all expenses would be, at the very least, for 
supplying pure water, £500,000 a year. Thus, if this sum went 
to redeem the National Notes made to carry out the work, the whole 
of the £20,000,000 could be cleared off in forty years, and, as a 
people, we should be in possession of a public work which would 
supply us with that necessary article of life, and conduce to the 
health of the people. If this system had been adopted 
forty years ago, in connection with our railways, we should have 
been in receipt of between thirty or forty millions a year as income, 
which would have freed us from all taxes that are now levied upon 
articles of consumption among all classes of society, and in that case 
a large army of tax collectors could have been made useful producers, 
instead of occupying the position of consumers as they are at the 
present time. But it is not too late to mend; let us agitate the 
question boldly, and demand from any Government that all our 
public works be carried out upon this system, so that our children 
should not be weighed down by a debt contracted by their fathers, 
who, from their simplicity, did not know how to work upon a right 
law, and create a representative medium, which they themselves 
might have redeemed out of their labour, and thus have prevented 
their children being the slaves of the gold-money monopolists. 

At the present time we want more railway accommodation, and 
the only reason why we have it not is—so the contractors tell us— 
the want of confidence and capital. If we had additional lines to 
all our railways we should not have to mourn over the death of 
friends brought about by such accidents as lately occurred at Aber¬ 
gele, which have at most made people fear that when they go on a 
long journey they may never see their friends again. But while 
recommending that our public works should be built upon this 
system, it can never be carried out to its fullest extent while we 
depend upon a foreign supply of food; but if we can once get the 
use of the land of our country to raise the food that would feed our 
skilful workmen while making these national works, we shall be 
able to keep up a large staff of workmen who would be ready at 
any time to carry out any work that would add comfort to the people. 
Therefore, let it be distinctly borne in mind that the primary thing 
that we have to do now is to utilise our waste lands, agitate until 
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the willing men have the right to till upon the lands waiting for 
their labour; and I, therefore, would implore all reformers to give 
the land question that attention that it deserves, so that our 
brothers may not be refused the power of producing those 
necessaries of life which they are so willing to do, and thus cease to 
be an incumbrance to their friends. 

In conclusion, I would urge that such arrangements as I have 

suggested, would enable the City of London, the Metropolitan Boards 
of Works to widen the thoroughfares in the city and suburbs, 
also making a new street from Bethnal Green to Oxford Street, 
also from Marlborough Street to the Embankment, building of 
Law Courts, constructing a complete system of High, Middle and 
Low Sewers from all our towns; Draining of Somerset; Drainage 
of the Coal Beds of Staffordshire; Deepening of the Shannon; 
Making of Sewage Works; Constructing the Eailway along the 

Valley of the Euphrates, Building Eailroads, Waterworks, Irrigating 
Canals, and other Public Works in India and our Colonies; carrying 
away our sewage to the country where needed, thus assisting nature 
in her reproductive arrangements, and at the same time recouping 
the ratepayers for the outlay, also for making Gas Work, which, if 
properly managed, would supply London with Gas at 3s. per 1000 
feet. Also for building Good and Substantial Homes in Blocks fitted 
with all the latest improvements, for our artizans throughout the 
land, making of Docks, Harbours, Scientific Halls, Museums, Picture 
Galleries, and many other improvements so much needed in 
England and the Colonies. 
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