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TO THE EEADEB. 

Much of the following, as many of my readers will 

perceive, has been printed in the Beehive, a 

paper that professes to advocate the interests and 

rights of the producing classes; but owing to 

the directors being desirous of tirging emigration 

as a panacea to the working millions, to which 

I am thoroughly opposed, I find they cannot afford 

me space in their journal, therefore, at the request 

of my friends, I have decided to present it to the 

public and producing classes in its present form. 

Tours truly, 

Martin J. Boon. 





I 
HOME COLONIZATION. 

To the Editor of the " Beehive." 

Sir,—You have had, for some time past, many letters from 
Mr. J. Harvey on the Currency question, and from Mr. A. Wal¬ 
ton on the Land question ; to both those gentlemen your rea¬ 
ders are indebted: their letters have always been clear and 
lucid; it therefore would be unnecessary for another to take 
up your space with those questions, but, with your kind per¬ 
mission, I will endeavour to open up the important question of 
"Home Colonization," and will try and show to our friends, 
who are so earnestly advocating emigration schemes, that they are unknowingly committing a serious wrong to our fellow- 
countrymen by so doing. I know it is very hard for men to 
stop in a land of scarcity, and to be at the mercy of capitalists, 
as it is at the present time in England. These men sigh for 
pease and tranquillity, and when they are told of the prairie lands of America, or the sheep farms of Australia, they long to 
be away from their native shore. We can hardly blame them ; 
they are wise, to a certain extent, to accept the smaller cer¬ 
tainties of emigration, than wait for the home revival and suc¬ 
cess ; looking at things as they are, they see all monarchies 
are consolidating their power to destroy democratic principles 
through the continuance of armed forces, which has been so 
aptly termed " Organized Crime." All Europe is one heaving mass of antipathies among all classes. Peace to the cottage —war to the palace—agsin lifts its voice, and republicanism, 



hand-in-hand with socialism, strives to elevate itself as the 
only thing to cure the ills of society. We seem to be at the 
beginning of a long reign of terror, insecurity, and social dis¬ 
tress. Merchants and manufacturers cannot reckon upon safe 
returns; funds fluctuate according to the reports in the 
evening and morning papers; a world-wide nervousness has 
eized mankind, and many an undertaking, upon which labour 
depends for its life, is not carried out for fear of failure and 
ruin to its projectors. Hundreds among us are annually killed 
by brain and heart disease, unable to hold out against so many 
calls upon their systems. The laws of entail and primogeni¬ 
ture, which have consolidated estates and amalgamated small 
farms, have fearfully increased the evils of society. One son 
gets a large estate, and his younger brothers, who might have 
tilled their own land inheritance, are driven into the towns to 
compete with the teeming crowds who are already there. 
Farmers who are dispossessed of their small holdings by some 
huge agriculturist are driven to their wits' end; and the loss of 
customers consequent upon the depopulation of the rural dis¬ 
tricts by great lords is compelling the tradesmen of villages 
and agricultural towns to fly to the overgrown cities for the 
necessaries of life. Much as I admire and esteem the intelli¬ 
gence and patriotism of the modern reformers, who press 
forward the questions of " Economy," " Retrenchment," and 
" Reform," I must express my regret that they leave in the 
rear the two most vital questions of the day, "Land and 
Money," on the settlement of which depends the stability and 
happiness of our country. 

The poor are miserable, and will soon insist on knowing why. 
Look at Edinburgh, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, London, 
and many other towns that might be mentioned, and count up 
the number of unemployed and criminals that you might find 
in each. Can this state of things remain so, without mischief 
brewing These things are sinking deep into the hearts of 
our thinking men; it would astonish many could they hear the 
language of manufacturers and merchants, and well-to-do citi¬ 
zens, who are beginning to enquire into their country's future, 
and they don't hesitate to tell you that England has seen her best 
days. Where formerly the penniless peasant alone thought of 
emigrating, may now be observed the small farmer and the little 
tradesman. The sea is swarming with emigrant ships, and those 
that leave England's shores find themselves joined at the port 



of debarkation by numbers of Germans, Dutch, Swiss, and 
French. We must not despise the men who desire to withdraw 
themselves from all their country's trouble, but we cannot 
altogether forget their cowardice, and though they may not 
desire to stay and still be the servants of others, we should 
wish them to secure the information that would give them power 
to destroy the causes of all this, and thus to remove the shame 
from among us. If it be a crime to despair of one's country, 
it is a greater one to witness her struggles and-do nothing to 
relieve her. Ours is still the foremost country of the world, 
and rightly governed will rise to a height far above that which 
she has ever reached. She has all the natural material 
to make her so. Once let her population, combined with in¬ 
telligence and assisted by improved machinery, all work together 
upon a national basis, she would have no equal upon the surface 
of the g]obe. Hitherto the working-classes, including the pea¬ 
santry, have not had that knowledge that would have enabled 
them to use their influence to secure these for their use, which 
would have supplied them, and others, with the necessaries and 
comforts of life. Once make it plain to the people that it is 
possible to gather from our own lands sufficient sustenance to 
feed a population of 120,000,000, they will not desire to leave 
the land of their birth ; and let it be remembered that if we 
grew all that we needed for food, we should have no necessity 
to force the ports of the neighbouring countries to obtain food, 
should we at any time find ourselves at war with any power on 
the Continent. The poor have been crushed and are uneasy, 
and is it to be wondered at, when they die in August through 
want and starvation, as they are now dying in Bethnal-green and 
other desolate places throughout the country I call upon all to 
hasten to the rescue, and rally round our common humanity, 
and demand that the Government adopt those measures that 
will place the waste lands at the disposal of industrious men, 
who are willing to till the uncultivated places of our country. 

It is a fair ground of exception to any scheme of emigration 
that we have not only idle labourers but idle lands which have 
only to be brought together to relieve the one and to enrich 
both. In fact home colonization is a condition precedent to 
emigration, a condition which has never yet been fulfilled. It 
is stated that out of the 77,000,000 acres of land in the United 
Kingdom there are no less than 30,000,000 acres untilled, or 
unproductive land, and that we have amongst us no less than 
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2,000,000 of unemployed persons who are constantly living 
upon the working classes. And why should the toiling com¬ 
munity be burdened with them—diminishing their wages— 
when it is clear that for each one there are fifteen acres of idle 
but culturable land waiting for the spade, and needing only 
skill and labour to make them fruitful There is abundance 
of land at this moment yielding good crops, which is natu¬ 
rally less productive than much that is lying waste. What 
should hinder our government from placing our unemployed 
upon these wastes, and making them yield an increase 
What might draining, and manure, and ditches, and enclosures, 
do for them If, under the allotment system, labourers can 
afford to pay 20s., 30s., 40s., 50s., 60s., and 70s. an acre for 
land, and compete with each other to get it, what might they 
do if they could get land at a nominal rent—say £1 an acre ; 
and if the 30,000,000 acres were national property, and were 
continually occupied at a rental of £1 an acre, here would be a 
national income of £30,000,000 a year, sufficient to defray all 
the legitimate expenses of our government. Are we to be told 
that it does not pay to improve such land Our answer is, it 
cannot fail to pay if the plan be rightly gone about. It would 
not be even necessary to erect cottages on the land to be im¬ 
proved. Houses which go on wheels, such as the itinerant 
showmen have, would be sufficient at first, until means would 
enable the proprietors to erect substantial cottages and farm¬ 
houses. It is the condition of Ireland which has induced some 
political economists to decry her small farms as the great 
cause of all her misery, whereas, the misery to be found 
there is due to the fact that the tillers of the soil rarely have 
the reward of their toil, but are constantly working to supply 
the never-ending demands of the absentee landlord and capi¬ 
talist. But what a difference we should see in Ireland among 
the agriculturists if every one had the right to all that his 
labour produced. Where now you have sterility and scarcity 
we should behold blooming gardens and plenty. The interest¬ 
ing little volume of Mr. Blacker proveH that a little timely help, 
combined with security of tenure, is capable of raising a pro¬ 
sperous tenantry on the smallest holdings, and a far greater 
produce than on larger farms. Prance, Tuscany, Holland, 
Belgium, Lombardy, are all cultivated on a system of small 
farms, and the produce from a given quantity of soil is greater 
in those countries than in England. The reports of the La- 



bourers' Eriend Society give numerous examples of cases in 
which whole parishes had become pauperised, while the soil was 
held by two or three large farmers, and was afterwards re¬ 
deemed, from pauperism by dividing the farms among the pau¬ 
pers, who were enabled to pay a much larger rent than had 
been previously paid by the large farmer. 

The reports of the parishes where the allotment system had 
been adopted establish the fact that land is rendered far more 
valuable in the hands of a labourer who cultivates it for him¬ 
self than in those of a farmer who has to pay wages for every*- 
thing that is done. A man works on his own farm to far 
greater profit than when working for another. He works early 
and late. The industry of his family is no longer lost to the 
community; the youngest picks up weeds, fetches and carries ; 
all are made active and busy. A hundred farmers on 1,000 
acres (ten to each) means 100 litters of pigs; 100 milch cows, 
with butter, cheese, milk, veal, manure, &c. Mr. Blacker 
shows that a cow may be well maintained on three-quarters 
of an acre of land It includes 100 broods of chickens 
with no end of eggs. It means 100 gardens, with potatoes 
and vegetables, yielding each a surplus of foodfor the market. 
No risk of capital is involved, because no wages are paid; 
there are smaller chances of a bad crop in any season, for, 
in addition to a soil better trenched and pulverised by the 
spade and better manured, there are hands on the spot to sub¬ 
stitute a new crop for that which has not succeeded. No 
establishment of horses and implements has to be kept up, and 
although, for the time, there may be little surplus to sell, the 
holder can make shift to live by his cow, and his eggs, and. his 
garden, and wait for better seasons. For proof, the Dutch bear 
as high a rent, and are as heavily taxed as we are ; their cli¬ 
mate is far worse than ours, because hard frosts compel them 
to maintain their cattle for four months every year on winter 
food. Yet, on their small farms they raise butter and cheese, 
and undersell our own farmers in our own markets. Look at 
the Swiss with their little farms, how independent, how comfort¬ 
able, how intelligent, how moral they are; therefore I maintain 
that all these advantages would be the lot of the unemployed 
among us if the untilled lands were placed at their disposal. " It has been ascertained," observes Mr. Chambers in his 
Tour through Holland and Belgium, " that the agricultural pop¬ 
ulation of Belgium are the most contented, virtuous, and, 
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comfortable peasantry in the world. The farms are for the 
most part small, just sufficient to pay a moderate rent and 
support a family in a decent manner." 

Mr. Nicholls, in his report to parliament, states, " that the 
farms in Belgium rarely exceed 100 acres. The number 
containing 50 acres is not great; those of 30 or 20 are more 
numerous, but the number of holdings of from 5 to 10 and 15 
acres is very considerable. The small farms of from 5 to 10 
acres, which abound in France and Belgium, closely resemble 
the small holdings of Ireland ; but the small Irish cultivator 
exists in a state of miserable deprivation of the common comforts 
and conveniences of civilized life, while the Belgium peasant 
farmer enjoys a large share of those comforts. The houses 
of the small cultivators of Belgium are generally substantially 
built and in good repair, they have commonly a sleeping room 
in the attic, and closets for beds connected with the lower 
apartments which are convenient in size, a small cellarage for 
the dairy, and store for the grain, as well as an oven, and an 
outhouse for the potatoes, with a roomy cattle stall, piggery, 
and poultry loft. The house generally has decent furniture, the 
bedding sufficient in quantity, and an air of comfort pervades 
the establishment. In the cow-house the cattle are supplied 
with straw for bedding, the dung and moisture are carefully 
collected in the tank, the ditches had been secured to collect 
materials for manure, the dry leaves, potato tops, &c, had been 
collected in a moist ditch to undprgo the process of fermenta- 
tion. The premises were kept in neat and compact order and 
a scrupulous attention to a most rigid economy was every¬ 
where apparent. The family were decently clad, none of 
them were ragged or slovenly even when their dress consisted 
of the coarsest material. In the greater part of the flat 
country of Belgium the soil is light and sandy and easily 
worked, but its productive powers are certainly inferior to the 
general soil of Ireland, and the climate does not appear to be 
superior. To the soil and climate, therefore, the Belgian does 
not owe his superiority. The difference is to be found in the 
system of cultivation and the forethought of the people. The 
cultivation of the Belgian small farms differs from the Irish: 
1st—in the quantity of stall-fed stock which is kept, and by 
which a supply of manure is regularly secured; 2nd—in the 
strict attention paid to the collection of manure which is skil¬ 
fully husbanded; 3rd—by the adoption of rotations of crops. 
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We found no plough, harrow, or cart, only a spade, fork, wheel¬ 
barrow, and handbarrow. The farmer had no assistance 
besides that of his family. The whole land is trenched very 
deep with the spade. The stock consisted of a couple of cows, 
a calf or two, one or two pigs, sometimes a goat or two, and some 
poultry. The cows are altogether stall-fed on turnips, clover, 
rye, vetches, carrots, potatoes, and a kind of soup made by 
boiling up potatoes, peas, beans, bran, cut hay, &c, which given 
warm is said to be very wholesome, and promotive of the 
secretion of milk. 

" Some small farmers agree to find stall room and straw for 
sheep, and furnish the fodder at the market price for the dung. 
On six-acre farms plots are appropriated to potatoes, wheat, 
barley, clover, flax, rye, carrots, turnips, parsnips and vetches, 
green food for cattle. The flax is hecJdedand spun by the wife 
in the winter, and three weeks at the loom in the spring weaves 
up all the thread. As far as I could learn there was no tendency 
to sub-division of the small holdings. I heard of nine holdings 
under five acres held by this class of peasant farmers, and six, 
seven or eight acres is the more common size. The average 
rent is 20s. an acre. A small occupier, whose farm we exam¬ 
ined near Ghent, paid £9 7s. 6d. for six acres, with a com¬ 
fortable house, stabling, &c. all very good of their kind, being 20s. 
an acre for the land, and £3 7s. 6d. for house, &c. This 
farmer had a wife and five children, and appeared to live in 
much comfort." 

"Mr. Nathaniel Kent, of Fulham, in his Hints to Gentlemen 
of Landed J'roperty, states, so far back as 1775, in reference to 
the Austrian Netherlands, that the state of that country is a 
proof that agriculture, when it ist hrown into a number of hands, 
becomes the life of industry, the source of plenty, and the 
fountain of riches to a country, but that grasped by a few 
hands, it must dishearten the rest, lessen produce, and tend to 
general poverty. Small farms let everywhere for at least 15 
per cent, more than large farms, the former affording this dif¬ 
ference, by being worked by the tenants themselves, by greater 
frugality, and by little advantages of which large farmers will 
not stoop to take the advantage. When small farms are 
destroyed we see a vast number of families reduced to poverty, 
the poor's rate increased, the small articles of provision lessened 
in quantity and raised in price, and the population reduced 
wholesale to the state of day and week labourers. The mechanic 
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and manufacturer next feel the blow, the markets wear a diffe¬ 
rent aspect; the vast amount of poultry, the quantity of pork and 
a variety of other articles of food, are now no longer 
supplied in their former abundance. The great farmer raises 
no more than is necessary for his own consumption, because 
his wife and children will not take the trouble and care of them, 
or condescend to attend the market. The case is different on 
a small farm. It behoves the tenant here to make the most of 
everything, it lies under his eyes at all times, he seizes all 
minute advantages, cultivates every obscure corner, accu¬ 
mulates more manure in proportion to his land, and has a 
greater proportion of animal as well as vegetable produce. He 
uoes his own work with his own hands more cheerfully, diligent 
ly and zealously than for another. His wife and children are of 
"reat service to him, especially in the dairy. If these places 
were in greater plenty, farms would not be let at their present 
exorbitant terms, but being few in number, people being 
in absolute want of them must give whatever price is asked. 
The admirable work of Mr. Blacker demonstrates that the 
present condition of Ireland is the result of the ignorance and 
misgovernment of the people, and not of small farms. He gives 
case upon case of small farms highly rented, on which the 
tenantry, by being put upon a proper method of farming rotation 
of crops, but above all of stall feeding, have paid all arrears, 
met their rent punctually, and established themselves in comfort. 
All small farmers ought to use the spade, it does the work 
better and the crop is greater. In all drill crops they may put 
in a quicker succession of crops, and have one coming forward 
as the other is ripening. In wet seasons they can dig when they 
cannot plough, and its value in turning stiff clay lands can 
scarcely be imagined. " Among Mr. Blacker's tenants, Greer holds 8| acres, rent 
£7 14s. 6d., has four cows, two calfs, as much dairy produce 
as will supply his family, and spares as much as brings him 
ir £11 14s. clear. Bruce holds 8 acres, has three cows and a 
horse, sold £9 of butter, besides supplying the family. This 
will more than pay his rent and leave him the rest of the pro¬ 
duce besides. Whiller keeps two cows, two heifers and a horse 
on 7| acres. Parks 4| aeres; rent £4 9s. 2d., feeds two cows 
after providing for his family; got £7 for his butter. Thomson 
llf acres, three cows, a heifer and a horse. Singram, 3 acres, 
rent £25, seven cows, two heifers and a calf, two horses, sold 
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£30 worth of butter, has 900 sacks of oats, one acre of flax; 
and then adds, I could make four times my rent off my farm. 
All these persons were in prosperity, their land in fine heart, 
and their manure in abundance by stall-feeding. A host of 
other cases are given which establish beyond all question the 
superior productiveness, economy, and success of small farms, 
as a means of supporting in comfort the greater number of 
persons upon a given quantity, and of yielding the largest and 
surest rent to the landholder." 

In England the same result is quite as fully realized. The 
Philanthropic Magazine, for May 1828, cites a ease of a poor 
Yorkshire man with fourteen children, who, on three acres and 
a half of gravelly soil, and an old cottage at 50s. rent, main¬ 
tained himself and family in comfort, paid an advance of £10 
in yearly rent, rebuilt his cottage, and purchased the fee simple 
of the holding out of the profit. Another, with six children, 
began with renting one acre, saved the purchase money of nine 
acres, and realized £1,500. A third paid 40s. an acre for 4 
acres, raised 4 tons of carrots on a quarter of an acre, with 
which he paid his rent, feeding his pigs on the tops. A fourth, 
refused £13 13s. for the produce of half an acre. 

Sir Henry Vavasour instances a cottier tenant of his " who 
rented 3 acres of land : his stock consisted of two cows and 
three pigs, he cultivated his land with the assistance of his 
wife and daughter, twelve years old, at their over hours. 
They subsisted on their daily wages at other labour, paid their 
rent by the sale of their butter only, and were in the habit of 
saving £30 a year out of the produce of the sale of their land." 
Mr. Howard, of Melbourne Farm, had a tenant who at his over 
hours aided by his family, cultivated an acre and a quarter, 
including the site of his cottage and fences. The land was so 
poor that it was not considered worth £5 an acre ; in a few 
years however care and industry had improved it so much that 
it yielded a crop worth £10 17s. This poor man before he 
had any land had the greatest difficulty in maintaining his wife. 
His family now increased to seven children, and his health 
had become indifferent; yet with his If acre of land, a cow 
and a pig, he was enabled to bring up his family without re¬ 
quiring any parish relief. 

At the moor near Malton, patches of 5 to 6 acres, let out to 
labourers, have raised them to comfort and independence, and 
so elevated their morals and self-respect, that pauperism 
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among them has almost disappeared. Even boys from 12 to 
14 years of age, tenants of Mr. Smith, Southern, Warwick¬ 
shire, on lots of one-fifteenth of an acre, easily paid him 51. 
an acre rent, and supplied fifteen families with abundance of 
vegetables. So much has the cultivation improved the habits 
of the boys, that though previously they were without any¬ 
thing better to do than loiter about the parish, they are all 
now in full employment and perform the work of their allotments 
at over hours, while so great is their pride and pleasure in 
their plot of land, that every weed and insect is extirpated, 
and the crop is carefully watered whenever the droughts 
are too continuous. Indeed, it stands to reason, that in the 
existing state of this country small farms are essential to the 
regeneration of agriculture. An extensive series of experi¬ 
ments of the comparative merits of plough and spade hus¬ 
bandry has proved to demonstration the superiority of the 
latter. 

Mr. Falls, of Gateshead, obtained by the plough 38 bushels 
of wheat per acre, by the spade 68 bushels. _a.t Sherbourne, 
in Warwickshire, Frederick Harris, a farm labourer, produced 
by the spade 16 bushels of wheat on a J of an acre, being at 
the rate of 64 bushels per acre. Mr. Sidney, of Redenhall 
near Harleston, holder of 300 acres, beginning with 18 acres, 
increased his spade cultivation to 50 acres, encouraged by the 
luxuriant crops of all kinds of which it is the result, at a cost 
for thorough digging 12 inches deep, and pulverizing the sub¬ 
soil, and ridging it, of only £2 an acre. The pressure of the 
plough in moist weather frequently glazes the bottom of the 
furrows, and prevents the passing of the water, the retention of 
which in the mould which is intended for the seeds on heavy 
soils is too frequently succeeded by scanty crops, especially 
when sown with barley. Deep forking brings up fresh soil for 
the young clover plants. By this method the allotment- 
tenants of the Bishop of Bath and Wells, according to his 
lordship's authority, obtain produce to the amount of £16 to 
£20 an acre. Their gardens act as a savings' bank for labour 
by securing the immediate employment of small spare portions 
of their time and capital. Spade husbandry is not a system of 
expense or risk. By turning up the ground 5 or 6 inches 
deeper than the plough goes, there is an opportunity afforded 
for the descent and diffusion of the roots, and with regard to 
wheat the number and length of the roots are much more 
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considerable in forked than in ploughed land, and the con¬ 
tinual addition of decomposed matter afforded by a succession 
of rooty fibres, must effect a great and permanent improvement 
in its productive powers. 

Mr. Feargus O'Connor moderately estimates the keep of each 
horse at £25. Its life at the working age is worth not more 
than 7 years purchase which on a value of say £35 is £5 per 
annum. Then its shoeing, harness, plough, and harrow tackle, 
implements required for horse husbandry medicines, and other 
expenses can not he taken at less than £5 more or £35 in 
all. In many English farms four horses are used in ploughing, 
but take the number of 50 acres at only two, and the services 
of "a man to hold and a boy to drive, the one at 8/6, and the 
other 3/6 per week, or we may safely say £100 in all, lor til¬ 
ling 50 acres, this is equal to the wages of 5 labourers at 8s. a 
week; and as land can be let for digging at £2 per acre, or 
£100 for 50 acres, it is clear that there is actually economy in 
spade labour besides feeding men in preference to brutes, and 
securing a much more productive crop. Sir John Sinclair 
reports as the results of spade work, that a labourer can dig 
an acre in 20 days, which at 313 working days is as nearly as 
possible 16 acres in the year. A spade, well observes Mr. 
O'Connor, can be had for a few shillings, will find its way any¬ 
where, up hills, between rocks where a plough cannot be used. 
The ground is made more level, the seeds more evenly covered 
and therefore more easily ripened, not disturbed by horses' 
feet, weeds are better taken up, and for thorough pulverization 
what is equal to a slap with the back of a shovel or spade 
The high authority of Sir John Sinclair, founder of the Board 
of Agriculture in favour of the reclamation of waste lands by 
the spade and of small farms is supported by him with suffi¬ 
cient reasons. 

" In early ages of society," he well remarks, " when oxen 
and horses were cheap, when they were fed at little or no ex¬ 
pense, when their stables were little better than miserable 
hovels, when the wages of ploughmen were low, and when 
labourers were not sufficiently numerous for carrying on ex¬ 
tensive cultivation by manual labour, it is not to be wondered at 
that the invention of the plough should be accounted a valuable 
discovery. But now horses are dear, their accommodation and 
food expensive, implements of husbandry are costly, while 
labourers are abundant, and their wages are low. For porous 
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soils which have been so highly cultivated by the small farmers 
of Belgium, manual labour is sufficient for the production of 
abundant crops for hilly land, which would cut up horses 
severely without ploughing effectually, the spade prepares 
horizontal ridges, which would retain the soil in heavy rains. 
Trenohing is by far the most effectual method for reclaiming 
rugged wastes, deepening soils, removing roots and stones, 
mixing the various substances of the soil together, correcting 
inequalities of surface, and bringing the land most speedily 
into cultivation. In the end it is the cheapest, two crops re¬ 
paying the cost. 20,000 acres in Aberdeenshire, and as much 
more in other counties, have been thus reclaimed, stripped of 
weeds, and made very fertile. Sterile and stoney lands in 
Forfarshire, and soils of a retentive bottom, have by trenching 
produced not only heavy grain crops but clover, potatoes, 
carrots and other deep-rooted plants. Mr. Wardell, of Park 
Hall, SterliDgshire, thus trenched the wild common at £9 an 
acre, and produced the finest turnips in the country, on land 
which scarcely yielded a blade of grass. Mr. Portman of 
Dorsetshire, reclaimed and rendered highly productive his 
wastes at a cost of only £6 an acre. 

Mr. Alison, of Glannock, Ayrshire, by that means improved 
bog of so soft a quality that horses could not be driven on it. 
The expense of delving it the first year was £3, the second 35s., 
including the expense of carrying off the water. Four farms 
thus improved let at eight times their original rent. Mr. 
Wardell in 1817 trenched his land, took three heavy crops 
without any manure, and laid it down in fine pasture. Plan¬ 
tations may thus be planted with potatoes, greatly to the ad¬ 
vantage of the trees. Mr. Fulla, by the plan of taking two 
short spits of 5 or 6 inches, was enabled to employ girls and 
old men in trenching at 33s. an acre. " Thus," continues Sir 
John Sinclair "women, boys, girls, and feeble old men who 
are a useless burden upou the community, and whose existence 
is intolerable from inaction, may be employed in the cultiva¬ 
tion of the soil." By this means many of those miserable 
creatures who are now pent up in workhouses, doing nothiug, 
might be enabled to earn a maintenance, and if such a measure 
were generally adopted there cannot be a doubt that the poor- 
rate of England might be considerably reduced. He recom. 
mends the assignment of small farms to labourers working by 
the piece, road makers, carriers, country mechanics, to weavers, 
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to relieve their sedentary occupation, to fishers who cannot go to 
sea in bad weather: and the poor of villages and small towns, for 
milk, vegetables, health, and as a stinulus to the collection of 
manure. The cottage farmer, the tenants of Sir Harry Vava¬ 
sour, drew up the following statement of his profit and expen¬ 
diture on a three acre farm cultivated by the spade : 

PRODUCE. a. K. r. £ s. d. 
240 Bushels of Potatoes 
60 Bushels of Carrots 
5 Quarters of Oats at 44s. per quarter 
4 Loads of Hay, part hay, part cut green 

Turnips 
In Garden stuff, viz., Beans, Peas, Cabbages, &e. 

DEDUCT. 
Rent including house 

0 2 0 24 0 O 
0 1 0 6 0 0 
0 3 20 11 0 0 
I-t 0 10 12 0 0 
0 0 20 1 0 0 

so. 0 0 30 0 0 0 

3 0 0 £54 0 0 

£9 0 0 
3 0 0 

10 10 0 
£22 10 0 

£31 10 0 

£0., 
Value of Labour 

Profit if sold at market 

"It is interesting," continues Sir John Sinclair, " to see 
what can be done by labourers if you will but give them the 
land to till. Hence it is that the opponents of Home Coloni¬ 
zation will tell you that if you give the land up to the people, 
the farmer, squire and clergy would find it difficult to get 
labourers to till for them, as their wage servants ; but to us, 
who maintain that all men should be the producers of whatever 
they possess, or in some way or other give service for what 
they receive, see but the law of justice in their arrangements, 
and if we had millions of small independent farmers, who 
rented their lands from the State, and were not likely to be 
ejected so long as they paid their rent, there would be no occa¬ 
sion for them to ask for the ballot, for each being independent 
of all men would ri cord their votes fearlessly and without 
bribes because not depending upon other men for work or their 
hiring, they would be able to resist their temptations. We are 
appealing to the kind hearts and common sense of the nation 
on behalf of the industrious producers of our country, against 
the half bred political economists who have done so much to 
throw dust in the eyes of the hard workers. The social ar¬ 
rangements for which we contend have been pooh-poohed by 
ignorant flaterers and parasites, who are under the impression 



18 

that they were born to live upon the labour of other men, but 
we hope that even these classes will be able to see at no distant 
day that the happiness, comfort, and prosperity of the great 
mass of the people must not be sacrificed to their selfishness 
and the greed of the annuitant and rent receiving class. One 
seldom hears of a freeholder being a thief; still more rarely a 
rebel, or a revolutionist. Few men who have a etake in the 
country (and who has not would desire civil war, and there¬ 
fore we would call upon all to assist to bring ab ut those 
arrangements that would bring peace and happiness, and help 
to destroy the false systems that bring about so much sorrow and 
agony to the lower classes. Let the clergy instead of giving 
to the poor, tracts, endeavour to get them the use of tracts of 
land ; and instead of deploring their misfortunes and criminal¬ 
ity, show that the real criminals are those who have stolen the 
land from the people, and then afterwards demanded that rent 
be paid to them to Jceep them in idleness; for let it be remem¬ 
bered that the real pauper is the idle man, whether he is to be 
found in a palace or a hovel—not the men made paupers by 
being thrown out of work by our present money and land laws. 
Nor will it satisfy to tell men their industry has produced a 
glut of commodities, and therefore they must remain in their 
miserable condition, whilst they know that the palaces were 
reared by their hands, the silks and fine apparel, the 
food and the comforts of life enjoyed by the rent and annuitant 
classes, are the results of their skill and industry; and to 
know that they, in the midst of all this plethora of the good 
things of life are to be mocked by being told that they have 
produced too much, and therefore must remain idle and in 
want and be satisfied to wait for better times, whilst they are 
landless, houseless, homeless, foodless, and dying for the want 
of the necessaries of life. Why, the only time when it could 
be said with truth that we had produced too much would be 
when everybody had everything that their hearts could desire, 
and that there then was something over and above the needs of 
the community; and as we know that that time could never 
come, owing to the constant consumption of that which is 
produced, we protest against the producers being deficient of 
those things which their labour lias created, and call upon all 
friends of humanity to maintain that those who should be 
without the necessaries of life are the idle and non-productive 
classes and not to allow those who do the least towards blessing 
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human kind to live in luxury and grandeur, whilst they who 
work the hardest have only a mere existerce and hovel amidst 
want and squalor. The first French Revolution was caused by 
the alienation of the masses from the soil, and its exclusive 
appropriation by the nobility and the clergy. A landless 
people rose upon those who claimed to own the land, and made 
them shorter by the head. Our own first revolution occured 
when land was more fairly divided and it was not so difficult 
to exist, and a change to a commonwealth brought with it few- 
violent excesses, but an orderly continuance of the power of 
the law. The second and third revolutions have occurred 
under a dispensation of an equal distribution of the soil among 
the people, and the result has been an abstinence from violence 
and a desire to respect the law, except among those who are 
possessed of no interest among the soil-holders. We therefore 
appeal for suffering humanity and ask for the land for the use 
of the slaving people, feeling sure that there cannot be a more 
delightful spectacle than to see an industrious farmer with busy 
wife and healthy family living in a comfortable house, rented 
by himself from the state, cultivating his little territory with 
his own hands, and enjoying the produce raised by his own 
labor and industry; or whether it is possible to make better use 
of our waste lands than than of encouraging so meritorious a 
class of the community. 

That which cannot obtain conviction except against the will 
and prejudices of the hearer, can only establish itself by line 
upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, there a little. 
The feelings of the producing class are with us, but the land 
stewards and large farmers have proved their influence to be 
too powerful for the cries of nature. It is easier for a land 
agent to collect rent twice a year from five large farmers, than 
four or six times from fifty peasant cultivators. It is true that 
the farmers object to the small tenant system. Their plea 
being that small holdings render labourers too independent, 
and the supply of hands scarce. It is in this very effect that 
we centre the chief excellence of the system. When peasants 
cease to beg for work then is the condition of the masses in its 
best state, and the country most secure from distress and dis¬ 
order. Then are poor rates at their minimum and in fair pro¬ 
cess of entire extinction. We pray our countrymen to " Hear 
us for our cause, and be silent that they may hear." The 
parish of Cholesbury of Buckinghamshire was entirely occupied 
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by two large farmers. Fertile, populous, within forty miles of 
the metropolis, its cultivators, notwithstanding, fell behind. 
There were 139 inhabitants in the parish, but only two had an 
inch of soil. Was it not a glaring abuse of the principle of 
private property, that only one out of 69 tillers of the ground 
should have exclusive occupation of the earth, that which should 
be common to all, while a single acre remains unused, and 
there is one man desirous of cultivating it for his sustenance. 
What was the consequence of this state of things Simply 
this: out of the 139 inhabitants, 119 were paupers. The land 
monopolists became bankrupt, the parson got no tithes, the 
landlord's acres were in rapid course of being eaten up with 
rates, and the whole property of the parish being unable to feed 
the inhabitants, a rate in aid had to be levied upon the neigh¬ 
bouring parishes, which were rapidly degenerating into the 
same state. The Labourers' Friend Society came to their 
rescue. They leased the land at a fair rent; they parcelled it 
out among the very worst class of persons upon whose habits 
to hazard the result of such an experiment. Some got five, 
some ten acres, according to their families ; and what was the 
effect At the end of four years the number of paupers had 
diminished from 119 to 5; and these were persons disabled 
from old age or disease; these paupers afforded to pay a rate 
in aid to the neighbouring parishes, and it was found that 
every one of them was in a state of independence and comfort; 
each had a cow, many two or three, to which some added a 
horse, and all had pigs and poultry in abundance. No experi¬ 
ment could be more severe than this. Persons once degraded 
to the condition of paupers lose self-respect, the love of inde¬ 
pendence, the spirit of self-help. One of the chief arguments 
against the small-farm system is that, although it is plausible 
in theory, yet it will fail, because the poor are not fit to be their 
own masters, and will not work for themselves, as they would 
do as when compelled to be a wage slave. But this narrative 
proves that the Saxon peasantry of this country are fit to be 
their own masters: the failure of pauper colonies is no argu¬ 
ment here. These have always been made up, not of the sta¬ 
tionary and industrious poor, but of the vagrant class. We 
have only to look at the peasant occupiers of Belgium Switzer¬ 
land and Lombardy, in order to be satisfied, unless we believe 
that our own countrymen are inherently inferior to these. We 
increase at the rate of 500,000 mouths per annum. In ten 
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years we shall add upwards of 5,000,000 to our population. 
What is to become of us But even this statement would 
afford a very inadequate view of our actual condition. Great 
Britain is dependent upon a foreign supply of food for her sub¬ 
sistence, and has to lean upon Ireland for a great quantity of 
food. Ireland is extremely wretched, and has always been so. 
Her soil has been partitioned among English court parasites, 
city corporations, who have kept a safe distance from the people 
they oppressed, drawn everything from her, and sent nothing back that they could keep in England. Her people have been 
entirely detached from the soil, that by their labour they ren¬ 
der so fruitful—men with love of country but no country to 
love, strangers and wayfarers on sufferance in the island of 
their birth. Can we wonder that the Irish hate the English 
with such a deep bitter hate What we should be surprised 
at is that they have not long ago, in despair and madness, 
thrown off the yoke of their oppressors. There are some who 
attribute all her misery to her subdivision of her soil. But 
if anyone is really desirous of knowing the truth, let them ex¬ 
amine into her statistics, they then will see that it is to the 
government, and land and money-mongers, that she owes all 
her degradation, and not as is so often falsely stated to her 
small holdings. 

How is it that although an exodus of her people has been 
going on for the last 25 years, that she is so poor and miserable, 
and ready to break out in open rebellion The answer is, 
because the land is stolen and withheld from her by English 
robbers. Nationalize her lands by purchasing them at 20 years 
purchase, and then let them in small allotments, and until the 
holders could reap their crops, supply them with credit notes, 
to enable them to purchase food, clothing, and tools, and 
then all dissatisfaction will cease, the only condition you would 
have to make, would be that they pay a stipulated rent for its 
use, to pay off the cost of land, and the credit-notes. 

What is our manufacturing condition but an alternate fever 
and ague, to-day more to do than there are hands for, to-morrow 
half time, mills closed, owners bankrupt, and operatives hold¬ 
ing treason meetings against state and civil society. Are net the 
wages of skilled labour low enough already, but we must draw 
the peasantry off the lands into the towns to bring all to the 
workhouse, and an untimely grave. What is the use of our 
trade and commerce, if it be not to afford us the means for 
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aying the foundations of security, good order, comfort, and 
plenty on the solid basis of agricultural abundance. We do 
not want rivals and competitors for our produce, but customers. 
Where shall we find them so conveniently, profitably, and safely, 
as in our own country, among our fellow-workers and brother 
tax payers. If we desire a home trade, let us be assured it is 
not by increasing the number of that too numerous class who 
depend for subsistence upon wages, and the caprice of an em¬ 
ployer, but upon the secure tenure of land occupied by 
themselves. We cannot too strongly insist upon the great evil 
of having too large a number of the population of any country 
in the condition of wage receivers, servants, depending upon the 
caprice and management of others. They are, they must be, 
where they form the great bulk of the community of any 
country, little better than white slaves, so long as the land is 
denied the people. It is not because the Irish cottier is his 
own master that he is reckless. The peasant farmers of the 
continent are the most frugal and provident men in the world. 
On the contrary, the saving habits of the Irish when they have 
the stimulus of object, excite the astonishment of those 
who have watched their history. They are desperate from 
insecurity, from the fact that the better they do the higher is 
their rent raised. The safety of a state lies in the mass of the 
people having and holding the soil. Too much town and too 
little country is staking a nation's safety on one throw. It is 
placing the population on a single condition. Trade and 
commerce, under the present arrangements of the money-jug¬ 
glers, is owing to the fact that production depends upon demand, 
instead of demand depending upon production, due to the fact 
that the money or exchange medium is not increased as fast as 
production, giving the wealth-producers of all nations the 
necessary symbol or instrument to enable them, to give one 
commodity for another without the intervention of the gold 
holders; but let it be remembered that until these money 
changes are brought about, that seed time and harvest 
never fail. Commerce is the apex of civilization, but to make 
it the sole dependence of a great nation is to begin building the 
house at the top. Thus customers flag when wages stop, when 
mills stand still, and furnaces are blown out, when discounts 
fail at the bank, when ships lie idle on the wharfs. A people 
relying for the necessaries of life on these artificial conditions 
are in a state of desperation. There is nothing for them to fall 
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back upon ; they have set their fortunes upon a single die, and 
all perish. But the soil never fails them. When there are no 
wages and little trade, the cabbages, potatoes, and carrots, the 
cow, the pigs, the poultry, are still there. If they cannot find 
customers for the surplus, or if there be no surplus from a 
failing harvest, still there is enough of something for themselves. 
Even if wheat misgives, they dig it up and plant potatoes and 
turnips. 

The British Lion is indeed an Ass, and the Union Jack has 
been flaunted till it is little better than a Dishclout. We 
cannot sympathise with the simpering song, " Woodman spare 
that tree," or bellow at the market-ordinary the praises of the 
"Brave old Oak." These are but traps to catch greenhorns in 
the net of high rents and squire supremacy. But we are 
profoundly impressed that 

Nature made the country, and man made the town, 
and we abominate the system that makes a man a machine, 
organises labour in regiments, by rank and file, and forgets 
the use of a spade. Is there any inaptitude in our soil to raise 
food or feed cattle Cannot we work more days in our fields 
than other people Where could we buy food cheaper or 
easier than that which we could grow at home, if we only went 
the right way to work? Haie we not, whether farming on 
small holdings be profitable or not, 2,000,000 of human beings 
in the United Kingdom that we need to provide productive 
labour for, and must feed for nothing if we cannot put them in 
the way of returning us an equivalent in labour What has 
been the effect of the large-farm system—this dispossessing of 
the petty yeoman and smaller tenantry Simply this : that 
all our purely agricultural towns and villages are gradually 
going to decay. We are no levellers! What we protest 
against is an artificial policy, which, " against the cry of 
nature," seeks to divide mankind into only two classes, the 
very rich and the very poor—a few wealthy masters, and a 
huge population of unsecured wage-slaves. To keep up such a 
system would be an unmistakable evidence that we were 
totally ignorant of the true science of society. What is York, 
with all its railways, its cathedral, its metropolitan privileges, 
to what it was at the time of the massacre of the Jews What 
is Salisbury, Arundel, Lincoln, or Winchester The reason 
is not far to seek. One farmer of 5000 acres absorbs the whole 
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profit which once formed a comfortable living fcr fifty farmers. 
These represented families of 250 individuals, requiring 250 
pairs of shoes in place of five pairs—hats, coats, gowns, stock¬ 
ings, shirts, saddles, tea and sugar, all in the same propor¬ 
tion for the greater number. 

The huge monopolist food-manufacturer, and his wife and 
three children, get their clothes and groceries from the distant 
large town in place of the village, and only to the extent of 
a fiftieth part of the former custom. Where is the wonder, 
then, that, with the ousting of the fifty families, we should see 
the village shoemaker close his stall, the tailor shut up shop, 
and the grocer go into the gazette. 

If a Queen draws into her own net £600,000 a year, the 
income of 30,000 farm labourers at the average wages of £20 
each, or a Duke £300,000, the income of 15,000 labourers at 
£20 a year, or a Prince of Wales, £150,000 the income of 7,500 
labourers, or an Earl £100,000 the income of 5,000 labourers, or 
a Baron £50,000 the income 2,500 labourers, or an Archbishop 
£15,000 the income of 750 labourers at £20 a year, can any¬ 
one suppose that these six individuals, who with their class, 
look upon labour as degrading and yet are mean enough to 
consume the income of 60,750 labourers who have to toil early 
and late, in heat and cold, to supply the products that will 
realize this sum of £1,215,000, does any man suppose that 
their custom would be anything equal to 15,500 small farmers 
with an income of £80 a year, could these six wear 15,000 
pair of boots, hats and clothes ; we are no advocates of equal 
incomes, but we most earnestly maintain that all men have a 
right to that which their industry and skill has produced, and 
protest against the system that produces a few wealthy 
masters and a huge population of wage slaves. What is the 
pretence for this state of society We are told that it is more 
economical; it is said that if there is only one farmer to pro¬ 
vide for, on 5,000 acres, it is cheaper for the community to 
maintain him than fifty families. But what is to become of 
these fifty families They are not got rid of by being turned 
out. They are only reduced with the tradesmen they supported 
to the class of labourers. If they are got rid of—if they are 
crushed out of life—where are the customers of the 5,000 acre 
farmer Where are the cultivators of the soil If there are 
enough ploughmen without them, it may be contended that 
they will repair to the large towns for employment; and what 

+*+m 



25 

will meet them there Two thousand answers for every ad¬ 
vertisement of a vacant clerkship; a seige of three or four 
thousand messengers at every office where there is a scent of a 
job; tens of thousands of labourers already paid off, and their 
late employers balancing betwixt the loss of keeping their 
mills and factories open and shutting them up! 

The political gospel of of J. R. Macculloch has demonstrated 
if not to his own conviction, at least to the satisfaction of the 
landed gentry, that monopoly in land is good, while a monopoly 
in trade is pernicious, and that what is sauce for the goose is 
not sauce for the gander. We, who advocate the nationalizing 
of the land, maintain that if the church lands of Ireland had 
been purchased by the state, and afterwards let out in small 
allotments to the people of Ireland, that such a course would 
have been the means of allaying the irritation that is so pre¬ 
valent in Ireland at the present time; for, however, we may 
attempt to disguise it, the Irish nation will not be content to 
allow the Marquis of Sligo, to have on lease 476 acres for 
£4 17s. lid. per annum—not per acre—but for the lump. 
Then the Marquis has 1,015 acres for £8 4s. 8d. per annum, 
and lastly 710 acres for £1 Is. 9d.. or 2,271 acres of church 
land for £14 13s. lid. or three halfpence per acre; or a noble¬ 
man to have 5,775 acres at threepence three tarthings per acre; 
or a Baronet, a member of Parliament, to hold 9,760 acres at 
threepence an acre; or a John Beresf'ord to have 3,773 acres 
at 3s. 9a. per annum in perpetuity. Think of it! To be a free¬ 
holder of 3,773 acres for ever, at 3s. 9d. the lump. There is 
also another Beresford, who has 3,731 acres, for which he pays 
3s. llfd. in perpetuity. Contemplate the fact that the 
Marquis of Waterford has 1,155 acres for eightpence per acre; 
or the glaring case of Irish land robbery, by a public servant; 
the late Lord Lieutenant, the Duke of Abercorn who did not 
hesitate to gratify self, and expose his meanness by taking ad¬ 
vantage, by might, over the natural rights of Irishmen, in 
securing a lease of 12,000 acres of land, in November 1867, in 
the midst of the Fenian revolt, at a yearly rental of £137 for 
the whole. No wonder that the Bereslbrds, the Waterfords, 
the Sligos, and the Dukes of Abercorn, are so anxious to sup¬ 
port the Irish church and all the other iniquities, while the 
Irish people look upon them as cunning rascals, who take ad¬ 
vantage of their weakness and rob them of their birthrights, 
which nature in her bounty has supplied them with. Depend 
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upon it the Irish will never be happy, nor cease to demand the 
repeal of the union, while such glaring daylight robberies take 
place in connection with their land, and while they are unable 
to get the use of small plots without paying to the Saxon 
robber an exorbitant rent; and have the conviction that the 
only right to the land is the use of it, and that all who need 
land should have it while there is any to use, subject to the 
paying a rent to the national treasury, to assist in 
paying all liabilities contracted on behalf of the nation. 
To our simple thinking, it would be better that mankind derived 
no profit from employment, than that they should not be em¬ 
ployed ; and that it would be an immense benefit to the pro¬ 
ducers of all classes in England if this good maxim was carried 
out that those who could and would not work, neither should 
they eat. If that Avas so, we should not be pestered with 
princes from no man's land, or those parasites who whisper on 
the stairs of the palace, and solicit that berths be given them 
with large salaries, to be sinecures, fattening upon the labour 
of other men. Neither would the nation be horrified contin¬ 
ually by the number of half-pay officers, who areliving specimens 
of that class who expose their meanness in taking from the 
public purse large sums for playing at soldiers. If the oppo¬ 
nents to home colonization can show us where or how our 
teeming population can be more profitably employed than in 
subduing the wilderness, and making the solitary places glad, 
let them. We have two millions of unwilling idlers among us. 
Trade cannot employ them ; commerce is over done ; not that 
it should be so, and would not be, but for the insane policy of the 
money-mongers, who with the Act of Sir Robt. Peel, of 1844, 
keep up a bullion monoply. Once have free trade in money, 
with the power at all times of increasing the money medium, 
based upon wealth, and thus making it as easy to get money 
for goods as it now is to get goods for money, and then would 
come the true science of society—production the cause of 
demand, not as now, demand the cause of production. There 
are 450,000 new candidates for work, wages, and food, pressing 
upon us every year. Six millions of hard earned rates are 
squandered upon the local poor; £12,000,000 of annual charity 
as well. £22,000,000 of money given away to the pauper 
class for no return—for debasement, dependence, the bread of 
idleness, the object and self-degraded consciousness of im¬ 
portunate beggary ; and 30,000,000 of acres of improveable soil 
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without a single spade in it. Farms of ten acres each for 
3,000,000 farmers, and their families of 15,000,000, all being 
in comfort and independence. How long shall the folly of 
rulers destroy the self-respect and self-reliance of the people 
Is not the way plain before us '? The whole of the country is 
surveyed and divided into convenient parishes. In almost all 
these are waste lands crying out on spenthrift boards : there are 
paupers knocking at the Union door: yonder is the common, the 
moor, the outlying patch, the unconsidered trifles of the soil, 
all which have yet their use. What hinders but our own 
apathy, that we should set all these to work for public abun¬ 
dance and individual good. Give all these men their plots, 
implements, seeds, and food, until they can gather in their own 
crops, and then we shall have them respectable members of 
society. " Give a man." said wise Arthur Young, many a long 
year ago, " the secure possession of a rock, and he will turn it 
into a garden ; give him a nine-years' lease of a garden, and 
he will turn it into a desert." Are we not even yet alarmed at 
the annual invasion of England and Scotland. The Irish land¬ 
lords send over the food; what wonder that the people should 
come after it! When will we take warning Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen. Leeds, Bristol, Manchester, and 
London, swarm with Irish, and though their coming wages are 
lowered, and hard work and poverty becomes the lot of all, 
and crime increases daily, simply because under the present 
arrangements there is not sufficient work for all. 

The country is the nursery of the towns ; from thence comes 
the energetic spirits, the genius, the ambition. It is from it our 
Hampdens, our Cromwells, and our Elliotts come, to renew the 
greatness of our cities, and make London famous to the world. 
Sap the tree that puts forth this fruit, and what is to become 
of us '? What! can we keep a people great by making a nation 
of shop keepers If we had nothing from generation to 
generation but cotton and calico, and Spitalfields' blood run¬ 
ning throngh the nation's veins, where would our physical 
strength be Shop-keepers and clerks are poor stuff to make 
heroes out of. It may hold on for a generation cr two—but 
unless town blood be renewed from the country, or refreshed in 
the country, we may look for a speedy beginning of the end. 
Far be it from us to deprecate what the cities have done. All 
honour to the men who have worked our iron to enable us to 
span our rivers; and who have shown such marvellous skill as 
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to become the manufacturers for the world, in all the arts and 
sciences, and have made dumb matter to perform the work of 
thought and plastic fingers with more than human precision; 
and thus made the resources of nature our servants. He who 
can fail to reverence, the energy, genius, and industry which 
has achieved all this, and to respect the men who have been 
the instruments, is indeed but fit to live and bellow among 
savages. Let us have our great towns and our factories, but 
let us have our ploughmen and spade men too. Let us scent 
the sweet country air, and be not altogether machinery gone 
mad, and civilization run to seed. We do but contend for 
this—that as nature made the country and man made the town 
we should still keep about as some of nature's handiwork; 
and while we worship the graven image of art, we should bow 
down in our highest moments before the great spirit of nature. 

We maintain that a people, all, or for the major part, made 
up of town, will become a tailor and flunkey people. We 
would mingle those whose speech is of Cheques and Cash, with 
those whose talk is of Corn and Cattle. Even in the United 
States the back bone of the union is its farmers. They are 
its life-blood, its moral regulators, the guardian of its 
reason, the depositories of its principles, its sound mind in a 
sound body. A nation made of Johnnies and Jeameses cannot 
exist for many generations, without collapsing through weak¬ 
ness ; such has been the fate of all ancient nations. Give us 
the charms of Art, Literature and Science, the thousand 
thoughtful appliances, the skilled contrivances, the well ar¬ 
ranged conventions of populous city-life ; all of which impress 
upon the mind the elevating intelligence of civilization. 

"Where virtue is there are men virtuous." But as man is 
something more than what his tailor makes him, as the life 
is more than raiment, so we would not lose manhood in citi¬ 
zenship and the primary elements of humanity. There is such 
a thing as breeding too fine. We would not lose instinct in 
custom, or make habit, which is called a second nature, equal 
to the first. We would not have ready made clothes-horses 
instead of men. We do not want mere bundles of rules, needs 
and wants; Cocknies, to whom Day and Martin's blacking 
is as much a necessary of life as air and water. Then let us 
all do our best to increase our small farmers ; they are the true 
raw material of humanity, often a very raw material indeed, 
but still the right stuff, true in the grain—the right substance to 
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take on the polish of civilization, without losing the tough fibre 
©f their native forests and the vitality of the living oak. 

TO THE UNEMPLOYED. 

Fbllow Cotntrymbn,—It is not my intention to inquire 
into the reason why so many thousands of persons are out of 
employment; but to accept the statements made by many 
public and philanthropic men that thousands are at the present 
time seeking work, and being unable to obtain it is the princi¬ 
pal cause of so much poverty, misery, and criminality in our 
land. If such is the case it will be admitted that the man who 
proposes a plan whereby employment that would give plenty, 
comfort, and happiness, and all the necessary conveniences of 
life to all those who are now in want of work, would be con¬ 
ferring a boon on society. 

It is stated by the Earl of Laudersdale, Mr. McCulloch, Sir 
J. Sinclair, Sir A. Allison, and other eminent statists and agri¬ 
culturists, that if the land in the United Kingdom was prope.rly 
cultivated it would be capable of maintaing a population from 
120,000,000 to 100,000,000. If such is the fact, the plan which 
I propose will not be considered as Utopian or impracticable ; 
but if carried out would be the means of providing work for all, 
and produce prosperity among all classes in the United King¬ 
dom. 

The following will show at a glance how so desirable an end 
might be obtained. First, that an -ictof Parliament should be 
passed specifying that on and after the 1st day of January, 
1870, all forest and unfilled land throughout the United King¬ 
dom be bought and used for all national purposes. That a 
Board of Commmissioners, to be called " Land Redemption 
Commissioners," who should have full power to survey, value, 
and purchase on behalf of the state portions of such land from 
time to time that they may select to be used as herein stated. 
The owners of such land to receive a bond for their value, to 
be called " Land Debenture Stock." The said bonds to be re¬ 
deemed in the course of 40 or 50 years, and to bear an interest 
of 3 per cent., until so redeemed. The interest and capital of 
such bonds to be paid out of the future revenue of the land so 
purchased. The said commissioners to be elected, one from 
every county in the United Kingdom, by every man over 21 
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years of age, of sound mind, and unconvicted of any crime. 
Each commissioner to receive a salary of £500 per annum, for 
their services, and the said commissioners shall render a quar¬ 
terly account to the Home Secretary, so that he may be able 
to answer all questions, and give full particulars respecting the 
land under their control. 

The land purchased by the commissioners to be allotted out 
in farms of 400, 200, 100, 50, and 25 acres each, and the pro¬ 
prietors of such farms to be supplied with an amount of national 
notes in proportion to the size of farm. The said notes to be 
legal tender for all purposes of trade, to enable them to pur¬ 
chase agricultural implements, live stock, all kinds of seeds, 
pay the cost of erecting farm-house and outbuildings, also to 
provide clothes and subsistence during thr first year. The 
notes so advanced to be redeemed at the rate of one-twentieth 
every year, the proprietors also agreeing to pay one-twentieth 
of the yearly profits to assist in liquidating the " Land Deben. 
ture Bond." 

When the land and capital shall be redeemed, one-twentieth 
of the proprietor's profits to be paid into the National Exche¬ 
quer, to assist in defraying the expenses of the country. 

The following outlines of the plan will enable all readers to 
understand at a glance the benefits to be derived when carried 
out. 

Forty men to have a farm of 400 acres to cultivate on the 
co-opei'ate system, and have advanced to them £2,000 worth 
of national notes to be spent as follows :— 

For farm-house, outbuildings, &c. £300 
Agricultural tools, &c. 250 
Live stock, seeds, horses, waggons, &c. 450 
Food and clothes for forty men, first year 1000 

Total £2000 

This sum so advanced to be paid back by twenty yearly in¬ 
stalments ; the first instalment to be paid at the end of the 
second year, 

Twenty men to have a farm of 200 acres to cul¬ 
tivate on the co-operative system, and have advanced to them 
£1,000 worth of national notes, to be spent as follows:— 
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Farm-house and building £200 
Agricultural tools, &c. 100 
Live stock, seed, horses, waggons, &c. 200 
Clothes and food for twenty men, first year 200 

Total •. £1000 
To be paid back as stated before. 

Ten men to have a farm of 100 acres, to be cultivated on 
the co-operative system, and have advanced to them £500 
worth of national notes, to be spent as follows ;— 

Farm-house and shed £100 
Agricultural tools, &c 50 
Live stock, seeds, &c. .100 
Food and clothes for ten men, first year 250 

Total £500 
To be paid back as before stated. 

Five men to have a farm of 50 acres to cultivate on the co¬ 
operative system, and have advanced to them £250 of national 
notes, to be spent as follows : 

Farm-house and shed £75 
Live stock, tools, seeds, &c .75 
Clothes and food, first year .100 

Total £250 
To be paid back as before stated. 

Two men to have a farm of 25 acres, and have advanced to 
them £250 worth of national notes, to be spent as follows:— 

Cottage tools, &c £125 
Stock, seed, &c. 85 
Food for men first year 40 

Total £250 
To be paid back as before stated. 

Now, supposing that the forty men on the 400-acre farm 
should cultivate 300 acres of wheat or corn, and raise 24 
bushels an acre, making 900 qrs., which, if sold at £2 per 
quarter, would give them an income of £1,800, and allow 100 
acres for rearing live stock and growing fruit and vegetables. 
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If the twenty men, with the 200-acre farm, were to cultivate 
150 acres with wheat or corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, 
making 450 quarters, which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would 
give them an income of £900, and allow them 50 acres for th 
rearing of live stock and growing fruit and vegetables. 

If the ten men on the 100-acre farm were to cuitivate 75 
acres with wheat or corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 
225 qrs., which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an 
income of £450, and leave 25 acres for rearing live stock and 
growing fruit and vegetables. 

If the five men with a 50 acre farm were to cultivate 40 
acres with wheat or corn, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 
120 qrs., which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an 
income of £240, and to allow 10 acres for poultry, fruit, and 
vegetables. 

If the two men with the farm of 25 acres were to cultivate 
20 acres with wheat, and raise 24 bushels an acre, making 60 
quarters, which, if sold at £2 per quarter, would give them an 
income of £120, and allow them five acres for garden purposes. 

If under this system we take 20.000,000, of untilled land, 
and divide it as follows, we should find, for example, that 
4,000,000 acres would give 10,000 farms of 400 acres each, and 
employ 400,000 men, worked by a capital of 20,000,000 worth 
of national notes. 

Again, 4,000,000 acres of land would gives us 20,000 farms 
of 200 acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital 
of £20,000,000, worth of national notes. 

Again, 4,000,000 acres of land would give us 40.000 farms of 
100°< acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital 
of £20,000,000 worth of of national notes. 

Again 4,000,000 acres of land would give us 80,000 farms of 
50 acres each, employing 400,000 men, worked by a capital of 
£20,000,000 worth of national notes. 

Again 4,000,000 acres of land would give 160,000 farms of 
25 acres each, employing 320,000 men, worked by a capital of 
£40,000,000 worth of national notes. 

Thus it will be seen we should have 20,000,000 acres of 
waste land brought under cultivation, creating 310,000 farms, 
worked by a capital of £120.000.000 worth of national notes, 
the whole of these farms supplying annually at least 16,200,000 
quarters of wheat, which, if sold at £"^ per quarter, would 
realise £92,400,000, exclusive of cattle, poultry, fruit, and 
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vegetables, and other farm produce, such as butter, eggs, &c. 
Thus will be seen the advantage to be derived from carrying 
out such a system:— 

Land brought under cultivation 20,000,000 
Farms created 310,000 
Men employed 1,920,000 
National notes advanced 120,000,000 

I am aware that many will say—Is it your intention,then to make 
money To this question 1 would decidedly answer—Yes, the 
same to be redeemed by the co-operator on the farms, as pre¬ 
viously stated. And it must be remembered that this repre¬ 
sentative money, so created, would not only be the means of 
giving the opportunity to the 1,920,000 men to work on our 
unfilled land, producing large quantities of wheat, but also give 
employment to builders, agricultural implement makers, furni¬ 
ture makers and in fact to all who are employed in any way 
making the necessaries and conveniences of life. And let it 
not be forgotten that this money would eventually find its way 
into the hands of the surveyors and contractors, who would be 
able to employ a large number of navvies, carpenters, brick¬ 
layers, iron workers and other mechanics, for making sup¬ 
plementary rial ways as feeders to our large termini 
and thus open up all districts throughout the country, bring¬ 
ing about a closer union between the citizen and peasant; 
also, in making waterworks that would supply our towns, 
with pure water—cutting irrigating canals throughout the 
length of the land, so that when we have hot and dry 
summers the crops should not suffer, and the supply fall short 
making subways and sewers in all our towns, and erecting 
establishments to receive the excrements of our cities, to be 
converted into deodorised guano—making embankments to all 
our rivers, so as to utilize the mudbanks, which at the present 
time only create fever and pestilence—pulling down the worst 
parts of our towns and rebuilding them on a good sanitary 
system—building large schools, with playgrounds attached— 
and houses with all the latest domestic accommodation for our 
working classes, the producers of all our wealth—also in 
making cheap trains and railways to carry lime, clay, sand, 
and the rich alluvial soil of our river beds to the poor, bog, fen, 
and moor lands, wherever situated. Men being employed on 
these useful works would be the means of increasing trade 
throughout the country, which would bring prosperity to all. 
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The only men who might complain of such a system would 
be the bullionists or money-jugglers, who, basing all our money 
arrangements on a metallic foundation, have been the cause of 
paralysing our trade, depreciating our wealth, and sowing ruin 
broadcast among the community, bringing in its train sorrow, 
misery, criminality, and many other evils that afflict society. 

Believing that such a system as the one here advanced is 
the only cure for our present trouble, and that the use of 
national paper money based upon wealth can alone give work 
to our unemployed classes, and bring about that millenium so 
ardently longed for by all lovers of our country, so that in the 
future she may be the home of the free and the happy. 

To the Editor of the " Beehive." 

Sib,—Some time ago I sent a plan to the Social Scienca 
Association, showing how the unemployed might have full 
work, based upon the plan of making money so as to commence 
some useful public work; but judge of my surprise when they 
awarded a prize of £25 to Mr. Arthur Arnold for simply asking 
to enlarge our borrowing powers. Why anyone could have 
done that without the fee of £25 for their trouble. I hope the 
time will come, and that shortly, when we shall have a Na¬ 
tional Public Works Board who shall have the power to survey 
the whole of the kingdom; and wherever they see the necessity 
of making rail and tramways, gas or waterworks, or any public 
works that would benefit the community, to have power to apply 
to Parliament for permission to make the necessary capital so 
to do, the capital so made to be redeemed out of the future 
profits of the work. For example, supposing that it was found 
desirable to bring water from Wales to London, and that the 
es'.imated cost for workmen's wages, iron tubes, or bricks, tun¬ 
nels, and all the expences therewith was £20,000,000, you 
could pay this sum away as the works proceeded, and reckon¬ 
ing that it took five years to complete, you then would have the 
means of supplying all the towns and villages along the route, 
and finally London, the income after paying all expences would 
be, at the very least for supplying pure water, £500,000 a 
year. Thus, if this sum went to redeem the national notes 
made to carry out the work, the whole of the £20,000,000 
could be cleared off in forty years, and, as a people, we should 
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be in possession of a public work Mhich would supply us with 
that necessary article of life and conduce to the health of the 
people. If this system had been adopted forty years ago, in 
connection with our railways, we should have been in receipt 
of between thirty or forty millions a year as income, which 
would have freed us from all taxes that are now levied upon 
articles of consumption among all classes of society, and in 
that case the large army of tax collectors could have been 
made useful producers, instead of occupying the position of con¬ 
sumers as they are at the present time. But it is not too late 
to mend ; let us agitate the question boldly, and demand from 
any Government that all our public works be carried out upon 
this system, so that our children should not be weighed 
down by a debt contracted by their fathers, who from their 
simplicity, did not know how to work upon a right law and 
create a representative medium, which they themselves might 
have redeemed out of their labour, and thus have prevented 
their children being the slaves of the gold-money monopolists. 

At the present time we want more railway accommodation, 
and the only reason why we have it not is—so the contractors 
tell us—the want of confidence and capital. If we had ad¬ 
ditional lines to all our railways we should not have to mourn 
over the death of friends brought about by such accidents as 
lately occurred at Abergele, which have at most made people 
fear that when they go on a long journey they may never see 
their friends again. But while recommending that our public 
works should be built upon this system, it can never be car¬ 
ried out to its fullest extent while we depend upon a foreign 
supply of food; but if we can once get the use of the land of 
our country to raise the food that would feed our skilful work¬ 
men while making these national works, we shall be able to 
keep up a large staff of workmen who would be ready at any 
time to carry out any work that would add comfort to the 
people. Therefore, let it be distinctly borne in mind that the 
primary thing that we have to do now is to utilise our waste 
lands, agitate until the willing men have the right to till upon 
the lands waiting for their labour; and I, therefore, would 
implore all reformers to give the land question that attention 
that it deserves, so that our brothers may not be refused the 
power of producing those necessaries of life which they are so 
willing to do, and thus cease to be an incumbrance to their 
friends. 
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THREE INSTANCES OF THE ADVANTAGE OF 
PAPER MONEY. 

Mr. Duncan, in his pamphlet on the " Bank Charter Act," 
gives further instances of the beneficial power of Paper Money, 
as the following extracts will show:— 

" Paper money broke the power of the First Napoleon at 
Leipsic. By a decree of the 30th September, 1813, from 
Peterswaldau in Germany, the allied sovereigns issued paper 
notes, guaranteed by Russia, Prussia and England, which soon 
passed as cash from Kamskakta to the Rhine, and produced the 
currency which brought the war to a successful issue. 

Frederick the Great's Peenbrieee.—"Paper money 
enabled Frederick the Great to raise Prussia, exhausted by 
wars, from a state of prostration to wealth and power. That 
monarch issued land mortgage notes, called Pfenbriefe, bearing 
interest, but inconvertible so long as the interest was paid. 
With these monetary instruments he forced or fostered Prussian 
agriculture, and caused it to grow in strength and riches 
beyond any country in the world, except the United States. 
The Pfenbriefe were so good a security that they were readily 
negotiable even during all the wars of Napoleon." 

Scotland.—" Paper money built every town and village in 
Scotland, constructed all its docks, harbours, rop-ds, factories, 
opened out all its mines, and reclaimed the whole of its soil 
from primitive barrenness. The Scotch note is not only 
current in all the Scotch marts of trade, but penetrates into the 
remotest glens of the Highlands. It is received where the 
sovereign is rejected. Peel's Act of 1845 now compels the 
banks of Scotland to hold gold when the note circulation ex¬ 
ceeds £3,000,000; this gold is deposited in the cellars, and 
rarely unpacked from the barrels in which it is transmitted 
from the London mint. There is no demand for it, and the 
shopkeepers shun it, lest it should be short of weight or 
counterfeit. They have faith in their own paper—a faith based 
on a hundred and fifty years' experience."—Harvey's Exche¬ 
quer Note, v. the Sovereign. 
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Compensation to Landlords on the Resumption by the 
People of the Land.—Moreover, the public interest surely 
ought to receive some consideration from those who have so 
long held dominion over the soil. There are many kind, con¬ 
siderate men among them who would probably enter upon the 
consideration of this question with a spirit of fairness, particu¬ 
larly as they must be well aware that the people in claiming 
the restoration of their right of inheritance in the soil, wish to 
obtain that by no other means than by a just and equitable 
compensation to the present owners of land, nor to urge upon 
Parliament the passing of any acts of unconditional resumption 
which was so often done by the Parliaments of former times. 
Let it, however, be borne in mind, that this increased and 
increasing value in land, has net in any way resulted from 
what the great landlords have done. The increased value 
of land is to be found in the increasing industrial enterprise of 
a continually increasing population, trade and commerce, which 
every year requires a wider basis for its agricultural, manu¬ 
facturing, commercial, trading, and other indurtrial operations. 
As the whole community may be said to have contributed 
towards the increased value of land, it is they who are therefore 
most entitled to the benefits to be derived therefrom. Conse¬ 
quently the enormous price paid for land in the neighbourhood 
as well as within our large towns, would form no correct 
criterion in giving a just conpensati n to the landowners, and 
at the same time having a due regard to the public interests. 
The fact is, that land within our large towns and centres of 
iudustry has reached fabulous prices. As already stated, every 
square yard is almost equal to a little fortune ; you might 
cover it with sovereigns in certain situations, and almost pack 
them edgeways without any great fear of giving too much for 
it.—History of Landed Tenures, by A. A. Walton. 



38 

THE SONG OF LABOUR. 

Pause not to dream of the future before us, 
Pause not to weep the wild cares that come o'er us 
Hark! how creation's deep musical chorus, 

Unintermitting goes up into heaven, 
Labor is glory !—the flying cloud lightens ; 
Only the waving wing changes and brightens ; 
Idle hearts only the dim future frightens; 

To him who nobly strives, much is forgiven. 

Labor is worship the robin is singing; 
Labor is worship the wild bee is ringing ; 
Listen that eloquent whisper, up-springing, 

Speaks to thy soul from nature's great heart. 
From the wild cloud flows the life-giving shower; 
From the dull sod blows the soft-breathing flower; 
From the frail insect, the strong coral bower ; 

Only man, in the plan, ever shrinks from his part. 

Labor is life—'tis the still water iallefh; 
Idleness ever despaireth, bewaileth ; 
Wind the watch daily the dark rust assaileth, 

Play the sweet keys, would'st thou keep them in tune! 
Never the ocean wave falters in flowing; 
Ever the pure wind about us is blowing; 
More and more rich blows the rose-heart in growing, 

More and more brilliant the full-beaming moon. 

Labor is rest, from the sorrows that greet us; 
Rest from all vexations that meet us, 
Rest, from sin-promptings that ever entreat us, 

Rest from the world, syrens that lure us to ill. 
Work, and pure slumbers shall wait on thy pillow; 
Work, thou shalt float over care's coming billow; 
Lie not down wearied 'neath woe's weeping willow 

Work with a stout heart and resolute will! 
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Labor is wealth. In the sea the pearl gloweth; 
Rich the queen's robe from the frail cocoon fioweth; 
From the light acorn the broad forest bloweth; 

Temple and statue the marble block hides. 
Labor is health. Lo the husbandman reaping, 
How through his veins goes the life-current leaping 
How the strong arm, in its stalwart pride sweeping, 

True as a sunbeam the swift sickle glides. 

Droop not though shame, sin and anguish are round thee 
Bravely fling off the cold chain that hath bound thee 
Look to yon pure heaven smiling beyond thee 

Rest not content in thy darkness—a clod. 
Work for some good, be it ever so slowly; 
Cherish some flower, be it ever so lowly; 
Labor all labor is noble and holy ; 

Let thy great deeds be thy prayer to thy God. 



40 

NATIONAL RATIONAL LEAGUE, 
Based upon the social system of 'Robert Owen and the political 

programme of Bronterre O'Brien 

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

1st. To secure the association of those persons who, being 
free from the evil spirit of creed, Sectarianism and Priestcraft, 
will respect the Authority of Reason, and reverentially accept 
the decrees of Conscience. 

2nd. To discover Truths connected with the Laws of Nature 
the progress of Thought, or the Lives of Good Men of all ages 
and countries, so that they may be rendered of practical value 
as guides to a healthful, moral and manly life. 

3rd. To assist in the regeneration of Society by aiding every 
organised body whose aim is to abolish superstition, ignorance, 
drunkenness, or political injustice, or any other of the nume¬ 
rous evils which now afflict society. 

4th. The League proposes to attain its objects, by means of 
Co-operating to promote the delivery of lectures and free dis¬ 
cussions bearing upon Land, Credit, Currency, Exchange, 
Science, History and Religious Freethought; by means of 
Schools in which the young shall be educated to Love Wisdom 
and Virtue, to know the inestimable value of Truth, Freedom, 
and to fear nothing but Vice, Serfdom and Dishonour, by means 
of classes for adults, and by means of publications in the form 
of journals, essays and volumes. 

Lectures will be delivered every Sunday Morning and 
Evening on Social, Theological and Political Subjects. 

Until the Council are enabled to make the necessary 
arrangements to secure a Hall, of which due notice will be given, 
till then, all Subscriptions, Donations, and Communications are 
to be addressed to the Hon. Sec, Martin J. Boon, 32, Great 
Percy Street, Pentonville. 

N.B.—The names and addresses are requested of all those 
who desire to co-operate for the above objects. 

** 
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THE RATIONAL RELIGION. 

The Principles and Practice of the Rational Religion, as deve¬ 
loped and promulgated by Robert Owen. 

1st.—That all facts yet known to man indicate that there is 
an external or an internal Cause of all existences, by the fact 
of their existence ; that this all-pervading Cause of motion and 
change in the universe is that Incomprehensible power which 
the nations of the world have called God, Jehovah, Lord, 
&c.:—but that the facts are yet unknown to man which define 
what that Incomprehensible power is. 

2nd.—That it is a law of nature obvious to our senses, that 
the internal or external character of all that have life upon the 
earth, is formed for them and not by them ; that, in accordance 
with this law, the internal and external character of man is 
formed for him and not by him; and therefore he cannot have 
merit or demerit, or deserve praise or blame or reward or 
punishment. 

3rd.—That the knowledge of this fact, with its all-important 
consequences, will necessarily create in every one a new, sub¬ 
lime, and pure spirit of charity for the convictions, feelings, 
and conduct of the human race, and dispose them to be kind 
to all that has life—seeing that this varied life is formed by 
the same Incomprehensible power that has created human 
nature, and given man his peculiar faculties. 

4th —That it is man's highest interest to acquire an accurate 
knowledge of those circumstances which produce Evil to the 
human race, and of those which produce Good; and to exert 
all his powers to remove the former from society, and to create 
around it the latter only. 

5th.—That this invaluable practical knowledge can be ac¬ 
quired solely through an extensive search after truth, by an 
accurate, patient, and unprejudiced inquiry into facts, as de¬ 
veloped by Nature. 

6th.—That man can never attain to a state of superior and 
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permanent happiness, until he shall be surrounded by those 
external circumstances which will train him, from birth, to 
feel pure charity and sincere affection towards the whole of 
his species,-—to speak the truth only, on all occasions,—and to 
rtgard with a merciful and kind disposition all that has life. 

7th.—That such superior knowledge and feelings can never 
be given to man under those institutions of society which have 
been founded on the mistaken supposition that man forms his 
feelings and convictions by his will, and therefore, has merit 
or demerit, or deserves praise or blame, or reward or punish¬ 
ment for them. 

8th.—That under institutions formed in accordance with 
the Rational System of society, this superior knowledge and 
these superior dispositions moy be given to the whole of the 
human race without chance of failure, except in cases of organic 
disease. 

9th.'—That in consequence of this superior knowledge, and 
these superior dispositions, the contemplation of Nature will 
create in every mind, feelings of high adoration, too sublime 
and pure to be expressed in forms or words, for that Incompre¬ 
hensible Power which acts in and through all Nature, everlast. 
ingly composing, decomposing, and recomposing the material 
of the universe, producing the endless variety of life, of mind, 
and of organized form 

10th.—That the Practice of the Rational Religion will 
therefore consist in promoting, to the utmost of our power, the 
well-being and happiness of every man, woman, and child, 
without regard to their sect, party, country, or colour; and its 
Worship, in those inexpressible feelings of wonder, admiration 
and delight, which, when man is surrounded by superior cir¬ 
cumstances only, will naturally arise from the contemplation 
of the infinity of Space, of the Eternity of Duration, of the 
Order of the Universe, and of that Incomprehensible Power 
by which the atom is moved, and the aggregate of Nature is 
governed. 
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PROPOSITIONS OF THE NATIONAL REFORM 
LEAGUE, 

For the Peaceful Regeneration of Society. Liberty in Right : 

Equality in Law : Fraternity in Interest. 

The following Resolutions on behalf of the League, were 
unanimously passed at a crowded meeting of the National 
Regeneration Society, held on the 15th March, 1850, in the 
large theatre of the Literary Institution, Leicester Square, 
London, on the motion of J. Bronterre O'Brien, seconded by 
Richard Hart; they have also received the assent of the 
National Charter Association and the Fraternal Democrats, 
and have been carried at various public meetings:— " This meeting is of opinion that in addition to a full, fair, 
and free representation of the whole people in the Commons 
House of Parliament, upon principles the same, or similar to 
those laid down in the People's Charter—the following mea¬ 
sures,—some of a provisional, the others of a permanent 
nature, are necessary to ensure real political and social justice 
to the oppressed and suffering population of the United King¬ 
dom, and to protect society from all violent revolutionary 
changes:— " 1. A repeal of our present wasteful and degrading system 
of poor laws, and a substitution of a just and efficient poor-law, 
(based upon the original Act of Elizabeth) which would cen¬ 
tralise the rates, and dispense them equitably and economically 
for the beneficial employment and relief of the destitute poor. 
The rates to be levied only upon the owners of every descrip¬ 
tion of realised property. The employment to be of a healthy, 
useful, and reproductive kind, so as to render the poor self- 
sustaining and self-respecting. Till such employment be pro. 
cured, the relief of the poor to be, in all eases, promptly and 
liberally administered, as a right, and not grudgingly doled 
out as a boon. The relief not to be accompanied with obduracy 
insult, imprisonment in the workhouses, separation of married 
couples, the breaking up of families, or any such other harsh 
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and degrading conditions, as, under the present system, con¬ 
vert relief into punishment, and treat the unhappy applicant 
rather as a convicted criminal than as (what he really is,) the 
victim of an unjust and vitiated state of society. " 2. In order to lighten the pressure of rates, and at the same ' 
time, gradually to diminish, and finally to absorb, the growing 
mass of pauperism and surplus population, it is the duty of the 
government to appropriate its present surplus revenue, and the 
national or public property, to the purchasing of lands, and the 
location thereon ofBthe unemployed poor. The rents accruing 
from these lands to be applied to further purchases of land, till 
all who desire to occupy land, either as individual holders, or 
industrial communities, might be enabled to do so. A general 
law, empowering parishes to raise loans upon the security of 
their rates, would greatly facilitate and expedite the operation 
of Government towards this desirable end. 

" 3. Pending the operation of these measures, it is desirable 
to mitigate the burdens of taxation and of public and private 
indebtedness upon all classes who suffer thereby,—the more 
especially as these burdens have been vastly aggravated by 
the recent monetary and free trade measures of Sir Robert 
Peel. To this end, the Public Debt and all private indebtftd- 
ness affected by the fall of prices should be equitably adjusted 
in favour of the debtor and productive classes, and the charges 
of Government should be reduced upon a scale corresponding 
with the general fall of prices, and of wages. And, as what 
is improperly called the National Debt, has been admitted, in 
both Houses of Parliament, to be in the nature of a bona etde 
mortgage upon the realised property of the country it is but strict 
justice that the owners of this property, and they only should 
be henceforward held responsible for both capital and interest. 
At all events, the industrious classes should not be held 
answerable for it, seeing the the debt was not borrowed by 
them, nor for them, nor with their consent; and that, even had 
it been so, they had no assets left them for the payment of it. 
Moreover, the realised property of this country, being esti¬ 
mated at eight times the amount of the debt, the owners or 
mortgagers have no valid excuse or plea to offer on the score 
of inability, for refusing to meet the claims of their mortgagees. " 4. The gradual resumption by the State (on the acknow¬ 
ledged principles of equitable compensation to existing holders 
or their heirs) of its ancient, undoubted, inalienable dominions, 
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and sole proprietorship over all the lands, mines, turbaries, 
fisheries, &c, of the United Kingdom and our Colonies; the 
same to be held by the State, as trustees, in perpetuity, for the 
entire people and rented out to them in such quantities, and on 
such terms as the law and local circumstances shall determine 
—because the land, being the gift of the Creator to ALL, can 
never become the exclusive property of individuals-—because 
the monopoly of the land, in private hands, is a palpable in¬ 
vasion of the rights of the excluded parties, rendering them, 
more or less, the slaves of landlords and capitalists, and 
tending to circumscribe, or annul, their other rights and liberties 
—because monopoly of the earth by a portion of mankind is no 
more justifiable than would be the monopoly of air, light, heat, 
or water—and because the rental of the land (which justly 
belongs to the whole people) would form a national fund ade¬ 
quate to defray all charges of the public service, execute all 
needful public works, and educate the population, without the 
necessity for any taxation. 

" 5. That, as it is the recognised duty of the State to support 
all those of its subjects who, from incapacity or misfortune, are 
unable to procure their own subsistence ; and as the nationalisa¬ 
tion of landed property would open up new sources of occupation 
for the now surplus industry of the people, (a surplus which is 
daily augmented by the accumulation ot machinery in the 
hands of the capitalists), the same principle which now sanctions 
a public provision for the destitute poor, should be extended to 
the providing a sound system of National Credit, through 
which any man might (under certain conditions) procure an 
advance from the national funds arising out of the proceeds of 
public property, and thereby be enabled to rent and cultivate 
land on his own account instead of being subjected, as now, to 
the injustice and lyranny of wages-slavery (through which 
capitalists and profitists are enabled to defraud him of his fair 
recompense,) or being induced to become a hired slaughterer 
of his fellow-creatures at the bidding of godless diplomatists; 
enabling them to foment and prosecute international wars, and 
trample on popular rights, for the exclusive advantage of aris¬ 
tocratic and' vested interests.' The same privilege of obtaining 
a share of the national credit to be applicable to the require¬ 
ments of individuals, companies, and communities in all other 
branches of useful industry as well as in agriculture. " 6. That the National Currency should be based on real, 
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consumeable wealth, or on the bona eide credit of the State, 
and not upon the variable and uncertain amount of scarce metals, 
because a currency depending on such a basis, however suitable 
in past times, or as a measure of value in present international 
commerce, has now become, by the increase of population and 
wealth, wholly inadequate to perform the functions of equitably 
representing and distributing that wealth; thereby rendering 
all commodities liable to perpetual fluctuation in price, as those 
metals happen to be more or less plentiful in any country; in¬ 
creasing to an enormous extent the evils inherent in usury, and 
in the banking and funding systems (in support of which a 
legitimate function of the law—the protection of property— 
is distorted into an instrument for the •- reation of property to 
a large amount for the benefit of a small portion of society, 
belonging to what arc called vested interest) ; because from its 
liability to become locally or nationally scarce, or in excess, 
that equilibrium which should be maintained between the pro¬ 
duction and consumption of wealth is destroyed; because, being 
of intrinsic value in itself, it fosters a vicious trade in money, 
and a ruinous practice of commercial gambling and speculation ; 
and, finally, because, under the present system of society, it has 
become confessedly the ' root of all evil,' and the main support of 
that unholy worship of Mammon which now so extensively 
prevails, to the supplanting of all true religion—natural and 
reveald 

" 7. That in order to facilitate the transfer of property or 
service, and the mutual interchange of wealth among the people • 
to equalise the demand and supply of commodities; to encour¬ 
age consumption as well as production, and to render it as easy 
to sell as to buy, it is an important duty of the State to institute 
in every town and city, public marts or stores, for the reception 
of all kinds of exchangeable goods, to be valued by disinterested 
officers appointed for the purpose, either upon a corn or a 
labour standard: the depositors to receive symbolic notes re¬ 
presenting the value of their deposits ; such notes to be made 
legal currency throughout the country, enabling their owners 
to draw from the public stores to an equivalent amount, thereby 
graduually displacing the present reckless system of competitive 
trading and shopkeeping—a system which, however necessary 
or unavoidable in the past, now produces a monstrous amount 
of evil, by maintaining a large class living on the profits made 
by the mere sale of goods, on the demoralising principle 

^fcHM 
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of buying cheap and selling dear, totally regardless of the 
ulterior effects of that policy upon society at large, and the true 
interests of humanity. " It is not assumed that the foregoing propositions comprise 
all the reforms needed in society. Doubtless, there are many 
other reforms required besides those alluded to; doubtless, we 
want a sound system of national education for youth, made com¬ 
pulsory upon all parents and guardians; doubtless, we require 
a far less expensive system of military and naval defence than 
now obtained ; doubtless we require the expropriation of rail¬ 
ways, canals, bridges, docks, gas-works, water-works, &c.; 
and doubtless, we require a justor and more humane code of 
civil and penal law than we now possess. But these and all 
other needful reforms will be easy of accomplishment when those 
comprised in the foregoing propositions shall have been effected. 
Without these, indeed, justice cannot be done to humanity 
society cannot be placed in the true path of improvement, never 
again to be turned aside or thrown back; nor can those natural 
checks and counter-checks be instituted without which the con¬ 
flicting passions of man fail to produce a harmonic whole ; but 
with which, as in the material world, all things are made 
to work for good, reconciling man to his position in the uni¬ 
verse, and exalting his hopes of future destiny." 

These propositions, embracing the plan of a complete Refor¬ 
mation of Society, through a few simple Acts of Parliament, 
have been adopted by large bodies of the people, as being at 
once calculated to save society from violent revolutionary 
changes, and to establish the rights, liberties, and prosperity 
of the masses upon an imperishable basis. At the earnest 
desire of thonsands who have adopted them, the National 
Reform League has had them stereotyped for extensive distri¬ 
bution among the working classes; and requests all friends of 
the people to aid in their circulation.—Copies may be had at 
the Office of the League, 18a. Denmark Street, Soho. Price 
Twopence per dozen, or One Shilling per hundred. 
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